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CHAPTER I. 
ETAWAH. 


In the days of Moghul power, the native city of 
Etawah was a flourishing place, the abode of Omras 
and gvandees belonging to the imperial court; but 
with the downfal of Moslem dominion it has sunk 
into insignificance, and possesses few, if any attractions, 
excepting to the artist, who cannot fail to admire a 
splendid ghaut, one of the finest on the river Jumna, 
and several picturesque buildings, which latter, how- 
ever, are falling fast into decay. The cantonments in 
the neighbourhood are peculiarly desolate, and exhi- 
bit in full perfection the dreary features of a jungle 
station. Upon a wide sandy plain, nearly destitute of 
trees, halfa dozen habitable bungalows lie scattered, in- 
termixed with the ruins of others built for the accom- 
modation of a larger garrison than is now considered 
necessary for the security of the place, a single wing 
of a regiment of sepoys being deemed sufficient for 
the performance of the duties of this melancholy out- 
post. The civilian attached to it, who discharges the 
joint office of judge and collector, is seldom resident, * 
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preferring any other part of the distriet ; and the few 
Buropeaus condemned to linger out their three years 
of banishment in this wilderness, have ample oppor- 
tunity to learn how they may contrive to exist upon 
they own resources. The bungalows of Etnwab, 
though not in their primitive state (for upon the first 
oozupation of these remote jungles, deors and windows 
wore not considered necessary, a jap ov tne of 
bamboo covered with grass, answering the purpose of 
hoth), are still sulliciontly rude to startle persons who 
have acquired their notions off India from descriptions 
of the City of Palaces, Heavy il-glazed doors, 
smeared over with coarse paint, secure the interiors 
from the inelemencies of the cold, hot, and rainy 
seasons, ‘The walls ave mean and bare, and where 
attempts ave made to colour them, the daubiig of 
inexperienced workmen is more offensive to the aye 
than common whitewash, ‘The fastenings of the doors 
deading to the different apartments, if’ there be any, 
avo of the rudest description, and the small portion of 
swood employed is rongh, unseasoned, and continually 
requiring repair. 

Phe intercourse between the brute denizens of the 
soil end their human neighbours is of tao close a 
nature to be agreeable. If the doors be lett open at 
night, moveable lattices, styled ja/rys, must be subs 
stituted, to keep out the wolves md hyenax, whieh 
take the liberty of perambulnting through the vera. 
dahs; the gardens are the humts of the porcus 
pine, nnd panthers prowl in the ravines, ‘The 
chopper, ov thatch of 0 bungalow, affords commo-» 
dious harbour for vermin of every deseription ; 
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but in large stations, which have been long inhabited 
by Europeans, the wilder tribes, retreating to more 
desolate places, ave rarely seen ; squirrels or rats, with 
an occasional snake ox two, form the population of the 
roof, and are comparatively quict tenants. In the’ 
jungles, the occupants are more numerous and more 
various ; wild cats, ghosaumps (a reptile of the lizard 
tribe, as large asa sucking pig), vis copras, and others, 
take up their abode amid the rafters, and make wild 
work with their battles and their pursuit of prey, 
These intruders are only divided from the human 
inhabitants of the bungalow by a cloth stretched 
across the top of each room, fiom wall to wall, and 
secured by tapes tied in a very ingenious manner 
behind projecting cornice; this cloth forms the 
ceiling, and shunts out the unsightly rafters of the 
huge barn pbove; but it proves a frail and often 
insufficient barrier ; the course of the assailants and 
the assailed may be distinctly traced upon its surface, 
which yields with the pressure of the combatants, * 
shewing distinctly the outlines of the various feet. 
When it becomes a little worn, legs ave frequently 
seen protruding through some aperture, and as the 
tapes ave apt to give way during the rains, there is a 
chance of the undesired appearance of some hunted 
auinal, which, in its anxiety to escape from its pur- 
suers, falls through a yawning rent into the abyss 
below. Before the introduction of cloths, snakes and 
other agreeable visitants often dropped from the bam- 
boos upon the persona of those who might be reposing 
beneath ; but although, where there are no dogs or 
cats to keep the lower story clear of intruders, the” 
Ba 
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dwellers of the upper regions will seek the ground. 
floor of their own accord, they ¢umot so. casily 
descend as heretofore, Notwithatanding the inter 
vention of the cotton canopy, however, there is quite 
sufficient annoyance withaut a closer acquaintance 
with the parties, for night being usually selected Lor 
tho. time of action, sleep is elleetually hauished by 
their gambols The noise is sometimes almost terrific, 
and norvouy persons, females bu particular, may Taney 
that the whole of the machinery, cloth, Shatenings, 
and all, will come down, slong with ten thousand 
combatants, upon their devoted heada. ‘The sparrows 
in the eaves, alarmed by the hubbub, start from their 
slumbers, and their chirping and fluttering inexense 
the tumult, In these wild solitudes, individuals of 
the insect race perform the part of nocturnal distur+ 
bers with great vigour and animation, At nightfall 
a concert usually commences, in which the treble 
ig sustained by crickets gifted with lungs far ex~ 
seeding in power those of the Burepenn hearth, while 
the hass is croaked forth by innumerable taads, ‘The 
bugle horns of the musquitos ave drowned in the 
dissonanee, and the gurgling accompaniment of the 
mualc-rats is seareely to be distinguished. Lu the midst 
of this uproar, shoukd sleep, long-wooed, descend 
at last to rest upon the weary ayclida, it id bat (od 
often chased away by the yella of a wandering troay 
of jackalla, cach animal apparently endeavouring ta 
outshrick his neighbour, A quict night in any part 
of India is execeding)y difien)t of attainment ; the 
natives, who sleop through the heat of the day, pro- 
“wact thelr yigils far beyond tbe midnight hour, mid 
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however silent at other periods, ave always noisy at 
night. Partics {yom adjacent villages patrol the roads, 
singing ; and duving religious festivals or bridal revel» 
rics, every sort of discordant instrument, gongs, and 
blaring trumpets, six feet long, are brought in aid of 
the shouts of the populace, 

Such is the usual character of a night in the jungles, 
and it requives nerves of no ordinary kind to support 
its various inflictions, Fortunately, the beds, ns they 
are constructed and placed in India, afford a secure 
asylum from actual contact with invaders, the many- 
legged and many-winged host, which give so lively 
an idea of the plagues of Egypt. The couch occupies 
the centre of the floor, and is elevated to a considerable 
height from the ground ; the musquito-curtains, which 
are tightly tucked in all round, though formed of the 
thinnest and most transparent material, cannot easily 
he penetrated from without; and, though bats may 
brush them with their wings, lizards imumerable crayl 
along the wall, and musk-rats skirt round the posts, 
admission to the interior is nearly impossible : on this 
account, as well as for the great preservative which 
they form against malaria, it is advisable to sleep 
under a musquito-net at all scasons of the year, 

The noisome brooms nurtured in the desolate places 
yound Etawah, have not yet been taught to fly from 
the abode of the European ; but to counterbalance the 
annoyance which their presence occasions, the brighter 
and more beautifal inhabitants of the jungles fearlessly 
appronch the lonely bungalow. In na other part of 
India, with the exception of the hill-districts, are more 
brilliant and interesting specimens of birds and insects” 
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to he seen; extremely small brown daves, with pink 
breasts, appear amid evory varicty of the common 
colour, grecit pigeons, blue jnys, crested wood-peckera, 
together with an infinite number of richly-plumed 
hirds, glowing in purple, searlet, and yellow, less 
fimiliar Lo unscientific persong, flock mound. A natu 
valiant. would Inxuriate in 80 ample a field for the 
prsuit of his studies, and need searecly go fivther 
than the gardens to find those feathered wonders 
which are still imperfectly described in works wpon 
ornithology. Ileve the lovely Hitlo tailov-bird sews 
two leayes together, and swings in his odorous nest 
from the pendulous hough of some low shrub, 

The fly-catchor, a very small and slender bird of a 
bright green, is also an inhabitant of the gardens, 
which are visited by miniature birds resembling those 
of pulise, white, and pale brown, with tails composed 
of two long feathers, Nothing ean bo more beautiful 
than the effect produced by the brilliant colours of 
those birds, which congregate in Sarge flocks; the 
ring-necked paroquets, in their evening flight, as the 
sun declines, shew rich masses of greon; and the 
byahs, or crested-sparrows, whose brengla are of the 
brightost yellow, look like clouds of gold aa thoy float 
along: 

Numbers of aquatic birds feed upon the shores of 
the neighbouring Jumna, and the tranendosa rush 
of their wings, a» thelr mighty armies traverse the 
heavens, joined to other alyange and savage seunds, 
give a painful assurance to those long acenatomed to 
the quietude of sylvan Dife in Mngland, that they are 
“gntrnders on the haunta of wild aninals, which have 
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never beon subjected to the dominion of man. There 
is one sound which, though not peculiar to the jungles, 
is more wearying than in more thickly-inhabited 
places, on account of the extreme loudness of the 
note, md its never ceasing for a single instant during 
the day,—the murmuring of doves: the trees are full 
of them, and my ear, at least, never became reconciled 
to their continued moaning. At sunset, this sound is 
hushed, but the brief interval of repose is soon broken 
hy the night-cries already described, 

The roads around Etawah, if such they may (by 
courtesy) be caltec, ave about the very worst in the 
world; they ave the high-ways leading to the neigh- 
bouring stations, Mynpeorie, Futtyghur, Agra, and 
Cawnpore, and afford no picturesque views within the 
range of a day’s excursion, There is little temptation 
to drive out in a carriage in the evening, the fuvourite 
method of taking air and exercise in India; a few 
mango-groyes, skirting villages surrounded by high 
walls of mud, probably as a security against the inewtr- 
sions of wild beasts, alone diversify the bare and arid 
pluins, while the ruts threaten dislocation, and the 
duat, that plague of Hindostan, is nearly suffocating. 
The gardens afford a more agrecabie method of passing 
the short period of day-light which the climate will 
permit to be spent in the open air. They are large 
and well planted; but the madlees (gardeners) are 
extremely ignorant of the European methods of cul- 
tivation, not having the same opportunity of acquiring 
knowledge ag at larger stations, ‘The pomegranate is 
of little value except for its rich red flowers ; for the 
fruit—in consequence, no donbt, of either being badly 


8 UTAWAITL 


grafted ov not grafted at all—when ripe, is crude and 
bitter ; it is greatly esteemed, however, hy the natives, 
who cover the preen fruit with clay, to prevent the 
deprecationa of birds, The pomegranates brought 
from Persin never appeared to me to merit. their 
celebrity; whether any attempt hag been made to 
improve them, by a grail from the orange, | know 
not, but I always entertained a wish to make the 
experiment. Sweet lemons, limes, oranges, and citrons, 
offer, in addition to their superb blossoms and delicious 
perfume, fruit of the finest quality; and grapes, which 
are trained in luxuriant aveades, not only give beauty 
to a somewhat formal plantation, but afford a grateful 
banquet, at a period of the year (the hot winds), in 
which they are most acceptable, 

Amongst the indigenous fruits of these jungles is a 
wild plum, whieh has found an entrance into the 
gardens, and which, if properly cultivated, would 
produce excellent fruit; in its present state, unfor. 
tavately, it is too resinous to be relished by mac. 
customed palates. The melons, which prow lon large 
size, and are abundant in the season, are chiefly 
procured from native gardens, on the bunks of the 
Aunna, as they flourish on the sands which border that 
river, Mangos and jacks oceupy extensive plantations, 
exclusive of the gardens, and are left, as well ag custird 
apples, plantains, and guavas, to the eultivation of (he 
natives, the ground in the neighbourhood of a bungas 
low being chiefly appropriated to foreign productions, 

The seeds of Huropean vegetables ary sown after 
the rainy season, aad came to perfection during the 
gold weather : green peas, canliflowers, and eos Lettuce, 
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appear at Chiistmas, sustaining, without injury, night. 
frosts which would kill them in their native climes, 
Bither the cultivation is better understood, or the soil 
is more congenial to these delicate strangers, since 
they succeed better than the more hardy plants— 
celory, bect-root, and carrots, which never attain te 
their proper size, and mre frequently deficient in 
flavour. Io watch the progress of the winter-crojf of 
familiar vegetables, and to inspect those less accurately 
known, cannot fail to be interesting, although the 
climate will not permit a more active part in the 
management of a garden, 

The oleanders, common all over India, ave the pride 
of the jungles, spreading into large shrubs, and giving 
out their delicate perfume from clusters of pink and 
white flowers. The daubool also boasts scent of the 
most exquisite nature, which it breathes from bells 
of gold; the delicacy of its aroma renders it highly 
prized by Europeans, who are overpowered by the 
strong perfume of the jessamine and other flowers 
much in request with the natives, The sensitive plant 
grows in great abundance in the gardens of Etawah, 
spreading itself over whole borders, and shewing on a 
grand seale the peculiar quality whence it derives its 
name: the touch of a single leat will occasion those of 
a whole parterre to clase and shrink away, nor will it 
yecover is vigour until several hours after the trial of 
its sensibility. Tqually curious, and less known, is 
the property of another beautiful inhabitant of these 
regions; the flowers of a tree of no mean growth 
arrive to neatly the size of a peony ; these flowers 
blow in the morning, and appear of the purest white, , 
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gradually changing to every shade of red, until, as the 
evening advances, they become of a deep crimson, md 
falling off at night, ave renewed in Chey bridal attire 
the following day. When gathered and placed in a 
vase, they exhibit the same metamorphosis, and it is 
the amusoment of many houra fo wateh the prepress 
of the first faint tinge, as it deepens into darker and 
datker lives, 

Around eyery sloub, butterflies of various tints 
sport and flutter, cach species choosing some particular 
blossoms, nppearing as if the flowers themselyes had 
taken flight, and were hovering over the parent bough: 
one plant will be surmounted by a galaxy of blac. 
winged visitunts, while the next is radiant with amber 
or scarlet, Immonse winged grasshoppers, whose 
whole badies are studded with emeralds which no 
jeweller can match ; shining beetles, hedecked with 
amethysts and topazes ; and others, which look like 
spots of erfinson velvet, join the gay carnival, ‘These 
havely creatures disappear with the last sun-beams, 
and are succeeded by a less desirable rico, Tluge 
vampive-bats, mensuring for fect from tip to tip of 
thelr leathern wings, wheel round in murky circles ; 
owls venture abroad, and the odious muskrat iganey 
from its hole, 

The remaining twilight is usually spent upon the 
chubootur, a raised terace oy platform: of elunamn, 
generally commanding: an extensive prospect. Chairs 
are placed for the accommodation of the females and 
their visitors, and the road beneath often presents a 
very lively scone, Native conyeyanees of all kinds, 

.tud geome exccadingly protesque, pass to and fro; 
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fukeers are conveyed from the city to their residences 
in the neighbouring villages, in a sort of cage, not 
Jarger than a mbdern hat-box, in which the wonder is 
how they can contrive to bestow themselves; these 
miniature litters ave slung on a bamboo, and carried 
by two men; covered carts drawn by bullocks, camels, 
and buffaloes returning home, with oceasionally an 
elephant stalking majestically along, ave the most 
common passengers ; but native travellers of rank, 
attended by numerous trains of well-armed depen- 
dants, wedding and religious processions, composed of 
fantastic groups, frequently attract the gazing eye, 
amusing by their novelty. 

As night draws on, packs of jackalls may be dimly 
deacried on the roads, looking like dark phantoms ; 
and even while the bungalow is blazing with lights, 
the wolf may be secu prowling at a little distance, 
watching for some unguarded moment to snatch an 
infant from its mother's Jap. Such catastrophes are 
not uncommon ; frequently, while seated at tea, the 
party has been startled by the shouts of the servants, 
too late aware of the intruder’s presence. Pursued 
by cries and the clattering of bamboos, the wretch is 
sometimes known to drop its prey ; but in general he 
succeeds in carrying it off to some inaccessible spot. 
These occurrences take place just before nightfall, 
when the appearance of a wolf is not suspected, and if 
he shawld be seen he may be mistaken for a pariah 
dog. When the natives retire to their houses, every 
aportuve is scoured by strong lattices, and none ven- 
ture to sleep outside who are not capable of protecting 
themselves, Europeans do not seem to consider wolves 
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as worthy game ; when a tiger makes his appearance 
in the neighbourhood of a eantonment, all the resi. 
dents, civil and mililary, are astix, “and it: seldom 
happens that he is suffered to exeape Une crusade 
which is formed against him ; the more ignoble aninal 
is left to the natives, who, however, seldom claim 
the reward given by government of five rupees per 
head, in consequence of a superstition whieh prevails 
mongst them, that wherever a wolf's blood is xpilled, 

e ground becomes barren ; this notion is unfortunate, 

nce they display both courage and eouduet in the 

tack of’ fiereer beasts of prey. No sooner were the 

Ws of two hyenas heard in the cantonments of’ 

tawah, than a party of half-naked men, armed only 

ith bambaos, went up to the lair which they had 

voson, and alter a severe struggle secured them alive, 
ae victors bound their prizes to hamboos, and carried 
hem round to each bungalow, where, of course, they 
received a reward in addition to that given by the 
juilge, 

The hyena of a menagerie affords a very faint idea of 
the savage of the jungles; these creatures, though 
severely injured, retained, even in their manacled 
stale, all their native ferocity, unsubdued by long 
fasting and blows, A gentleman present, anxious to 
exhibit his skill with the broad-sword, brandished a 
tudour, with the intention of entling off their heads ; 
but he was diseppointed + one of the expected vietinw 
snatched the weapon Crom his hand, and broke it in 
peces in an instint 3 Chey were then Leas ostentationsly 
dexpatehed, 

{tis unfortunate that beauty of prospect camot be 
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combined in India with the more essential conveniences 
necessary for the performance of military duties; 
while nothing dan be more ugly than the tract marked 
out for the cantonments of Etawah, the ravines into 
which it is broken, at a short distance, leading to the 
Jumna, are exceedingly picturesque, affording many 
striking landscapes; the sandy winding steeps on 
either side are richly wooded with the 2eem, the peépul, 
and a species of the palm, a tree which in the Upper 
Provinces always stands singly, the soil being less 
congenial than lower grounds near the coast: in these 
situations it is more beautiful than when it plants 
itself in whole groves. Sometimes an opening presents 
a wide view over wild jungle; at others, it gives 
glimpses of the Jumna, whose blue waters sparkle 
in the beams of the rising or setting sun, These 
ravines can only be traversed upon horseback, or upon 
an elephant, and they must be visited by day-break to 
be acon to advantage, 

Tlowever beautiful the awakening of nature may 
be in other parts of the world, its balmy delights can 
never be so highly appreciated as in the climes of the 
Kast, where its contrast to the subduing heat of burning 
noon, renders it a blessing of inestimable value. The 
freshness of the morning air, the play of light and 
shade, which is so agreeable to the eye, the brightness 
of the foliage, the vivid hue of the flowers opening 
thelr variegated clusters to the sun, rife with transient 
beauty, for evening finds them drooping ; the joyous 
mating of the birds, and the playful gambols of wild 
animals emerging from their dewy lairs, exhilarate the 
spirits, and afford the highest gratification to the loyey, 
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of sylvan scenes. [very treo is Lenanted by numerous 
birds; saperb falcons look out from their lofty eyries, 
and wild pencocks fling their magnifiéent trains over 
the lower boughs, ten or twelve being frequently 
perched upon the same tree, The analler birds, 
sparrow-hawks, green pigeons, bluc jays, Ge, actually 
evowd the branches; the erow-phensant whirra as 
strafige footsteps approach, and wings his way to 
deoper solitudes ; while flocks of parroquety, typon the 
slightest cisturbance, issue screaming (rom their woudy 
soverta, and, spreading thet emerald plumes, sow up 
mitil they melt into the goldon sky above. At the 
zarly dawn, the panther and the hyena may be seen, 
sculking along to their dens ; the antelope springs up, 
bounding across the path; the nylghau scours over 
bush and briar, aceking the distant plain; the por- 
cupine retreats grunting, or stands at bay erecting his 
quills in wrath at the inteusion; and immonerable 
smaller animals— the beantifil little blue fox, the civet 
with its superb brush, and the nimble munguose- 
make every nook and corner swarm with life, Gigan- 
tic herons atalk nlong the river's shores ; the brahmanee 
ducks hover gabbling above, and huge alligators bask 
on the sond-banks, stretched in profound repose, or 
watching for their prey. 

Ag the jungles recede from the dwellings of man, 
thoy become wilder and more savage; large jheeds 
(ponds) spread their watery wastes over the low 
marshes, and are the lant of dnillions el’ Uving 
erentured.  Sinall hunting parties frequently eneamp 
during the cold seasa on the banks of these glassy 
pools, where, in addition to every dexeription of'amaller 
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sume, the wild boar, though not so common as in 
Vengal, may be tidden down and speared by the 
expert sportsnan, ‘The native hunters (shikarrees ) 
g0 ont at all periods of the year, and are frequently 
retained in European establishments for tho purpose 
of cnsuring regular supplies for the table. 

Tho equipments of these men would astonish the 
hero of a hundved battus 3 they ave armed with aii old 
rusty clumsy matehlock, which they never fire except 
when certain of their quarry, making up in skill and 
patience for the inefficiency of their weapons, They 
xo out alone, and never veturn empty-handed ; and 
young men desirous of obtaining good sport, and 
of securing the shy and rare beasts of chase, prefer 
seeking their game attended by one of these men to 
joining larger parties, who axe frequently disappointed 
of'the nobler species, and are compelled to be contented 
with snippets, 

‘The nylghau, when stall-fed, is more esteemed in 
India than it deserves, as the flesh resembles coarse 
beef, and when made into hams is apt to crumble ; 
sinafler venison, on the contrary, is not prized accord- 
ing to its merits, Europeans preferring the half-domesti- 
cated tenant of an English park to the wild flavour of 
the dweller in the jungles. 

Thero is the same prejudice against pea-chicks, 
which few ave aware are considered a dainty at home 
(the praud criterion of Anglo-Indians), and they ave 
neglected, though affording an excellent substitute for 
turkeys, which ave dear and overefed, ‘Chis American 
importation does not thrive very well in India; so 
miny die before they arrive at maturity, that the, 
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native breeders are obliged te put a high price upon 
the survivors, which are often sold for fifleon rupees 
each: they ave generally encumbered with fat, anclare, 
in fact, vastly inferior to young peafowl, which 
combine the flavour of the pheasant with the juiciness 
of the turkey, Cuinea-fowl find a more congenial 
climate in India, and in many places ran wild, and 
brectl in the woods. Common poultry also ave ford 
there in an untamed state ; they go under the denomi« 
nation of jungle-fowl, and are quite equal lo any 
“eathered game which is brought to table. 

The river Jumnn is well-stocked with fish, and 
uring the rainy season numerous nullahs supply 
‘tawah with many excellent sorts, including the finest, 
hough not the largest prawns to be had in Indias 
The matfd and beef aro of the best quality, the 
former being usually an appendage to euch residents 
furm, Native butchers feed cattle and sheep for 
Curopean consumption, taking care, however, not ta 
kiil the former until all the joints shall be bespoken. 
A family who entertain, will not find a whole bullock 
too much for their own use, slaughtered at Chriatmas ; 
and the salting pieces reserved for the hot weather, 
when cured by experienced hands, will keep good tor 
a whole year, The expedient in lens favourable seasons 
to procure salt-heef, when fresh killed, is to boil it in 
strong brine, and serve it np the same day. 

There is no regular supply of Burapean articles at 
Ftawah ; the residents are not suficiently mumerois to 
enconmage a native to traliie in beer, wine, brandy, 
cheese, &e. 5 these things, together with tea and cofles, 

eseveral kind of spices, English pickles, and Hryglish 
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sauces, must be procured from Cawnpore, a distance 
of ninely-six wiles. A cash of glass or crockery 
eanmnot be repnived without recourse to the same 
emporium, excepting now and then, when an ambu- 
latory magazine makes its appearance, or the dandies 
belonging to boats which have ascended the Ganges 
from Calentta, hawk about small jnyestments, which 
thoy haye either stolen, or purchased for almost nothing 
alan anction, On these occasions, excellent bargains 
are procured ; boxes af eau-de-calogne, containing six 
hotles, being sold for a rupee, and anchovy-paste, 
mushroom-ketchup, &c. at less than the retail price 
in Mngland ; the true value of Brandy or Hollands is 
better known, and thogg articles are seldom sold much 
below the current-price at Cawnpore, , fy female 
residents of Etawah must depend pitelytipon ‘their 
own stores, for they cannot purchase a single yard of 
ribbon, and are frequently in great distress for such 
trifling articles as pins, needles, and thread ; shoes, 
gloves, everything in fhet belonging to the wardrobe, 
must be procured from Cawnpore, the metropolis of 
the Upper Provinces, 

Iu the cold season, strings of camels laden with the 
vich productions of Thibet and Persia pass on their 
way to Benares aud Patnu; some are freighted with 
costly inerchandize,—shawls, carpels, and gems ; others 
carry lesy precious arlicles,—apples, kistmists (raisins), 
dried apricots, pomegranates, grapes, and pistachio- 
nuts Upon the necks of these camels, beautiful litte 
Persian kittens are seen sefted, the venders finding a 
rendy sie for their live ergo both at Enropean ame 
mative houses, ‘These silken haired bushy-tailed cats 


18 EVAWAUL 


inake tho prettiest and the most usefal pets of an 
Indian oatablishment ; thty ave capital mousers, anc 
will attack snakes and the Jarger kind of lizards; a 
bungalow, tenanted by one of these Jonp-farred 
apocimens of the feline race and a tervier-doy, will soon 
be cleaved of vermin, ‘They ave in great exteem all 
over the country, and will fetch from eight to fifty 
rupees, the latter price being offered at Caleutta, 
where they are not so ensily procured as ins the 
upper country. ‘Lhe common cat of Tlindostan is 
exeeedingly ugly when unmixed with foreign breeds ; 
but there is a very pretty and curious variety in the 
Tndian islands, with a sleek cont and a short flat tail, 
square at the end, The Persign merchants alsa bring 
very beautiful greyhounds to™India Lor sale, but they 
avo always extremely high-priced, being much in 
vequest ; the native, or pariah dogs, ara a degenerate 
and uscless race of monprels, and infinite eare fs taken 

_0 preserve foreign breeds, whieh require great atten- 
tion, the climate being very untayourable to all eacept 
the hardiest sort of terriers, 

The unsheltered site of Etawah affords ample oppor- 
tunity for the contemplation of the changes of the 
atmosphere ; in no part of India do the hot winds 
blow with greater fury. This terrible visitation takes 
place in March, and continues during the whole of 
Apriland May. The wind usually wives about eight 
clock in the morning, and if coming from the right 
point (the west), and strong enough to cause sufficient 
evaporation, the daddies ave pul wp—thick mats, made 
of the roots ofa (rngrant geass Couseus), upon banbooe 
frames, fitting into the doors av windows ; all the 
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apertures in a contrary direction being closely shut, 
‘Thess éalties ave Kept constantly wet, by men employed 
to throw water upon them on the ontside, and the 
wind which comes through them is changed into a 
rush of cold nix, so cold, sometimes, as to oblige the 
party within to put on additional clothing. While 
the wind continucs steady, the only inconveniences to 
be borne are the darkness—that second plague of 
Egypt, common to Indian houses—and the confinement; 
for those who venture abroad pay dearly for their 
temerity: the atmosphere of a gasometer in full ope~ 
ration might as casily be endured ; exhaustion speedily 
follows, the breath and limbs fail, and, if long exposed 
to tho scorching air, the skin will peel off, Yet this 
is the period chosen by the natives for their journies 
and revelrics ; they cover their faces with a cloth, and 
with this simple precaution brave the fiercest blasts of 
the simoom, These winds usually subside at sunset, 
though they sometimes blow to a later hour, and are, 
known to continue all night, If they should change 
to the enstward, the talfics ave useless, producing only 
a hot damp steam. In this event, the only means of 
mitigating the heat is to exclude the wind by filling 
up the crevices, hanging thick curtains Cpurdaks) 
ovor the doora, and setting all the punkaks in motion : 
inofllcient expedients, for, in despite of all, the atmo- 
sphere is seareely bearable ; excessive and continual 
thirst, languor ofthe most painful nature, and irritability 
produced by the prickly heat, render existence almost 
insupportuble, Every article of furniture is burning 
to the touch ; the hardest wood, if not well covered 
with blankets, will split with a report like that of a 
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pistol, and linen taken from the drawers appears as if 
juat removed from a kitchen fire, hoe nights are 
terrible; every apartment being heated to execst, ench 
may be compared to a large oven, in which M. Chav 
bert alone could repose at case, Gentlemen usually 
have their beds placed in the verandahs, er on the 
chahoutey, as they incur ile risk in sleeping in the 
epen air, ala season in which no dewa fall, and there 
ja searecly any variation in’ the thermometer, ‘Core 
nadoes ave frequent duving the hot winds; while 
they lust, the skies, though cloudless, are darkened 
with dust, the sun is observed, and a Tendon fog 
cannot more effectually exclude the prospect. The 
birds ave dread{ul suforers at this season ; their wings 
droop, and their bills are opon as if gasping for breath ; 
all animals are more or less aflected, and capecinlly those 
which have been imported to the country, Our Per« 
sian eats were wont to coil themselves round the jars 
of water in the bathing-rooms, and to lie an the wet 
grass between the tatties, where they frequently 
received a sprinkling from the copious libations poured 
upon the frames withont, [f tired of confinement, 
they ventured into the verandah, they would apeedily 
return, looking quite aghast at the warn reception 
they had met with abroad, 

The breaking up of the hat winds affords a nignili+ 
cent spectacle ; they depart in wrath, after a tremens 
dous conflict with opposing clementas The approaching: 
stile id made known by a cloud, or rather a wall of 
duat, which appears at the extremity of the horizon, 
becoming more lolly ay it advances, ‘he air is sultry 
and still, for the wind, which is tearing up the sud 
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as it rushes along, is not felt in front of the billowy 
masses, whose Mighty ramparts gather strength as 
they spread; at length the plain is surrounded, and 
the sky becomes as mmk as midnight. Then the 
onchained thunder breaks forth; but its most awful 
peals are scarcely heard in the deep roar of the 
tempest ; burst succeeds to burst, each more wild and 
furious than the former ; the forked lightnings flash 
in vain, for the dust, which is as thick as snow, flings 
an impenetrable veil around them, The wind, having 
spent itself in a final effort, suddenly subsides, and the 
dust is as speedily dispersed by torrents of rain, which 
in a very short time flood the whole country. The 
tallies ave immediately thrown down, and, though they 
may have previously rendered shawls necessary, the 
yelief experienced when breathing the fresh air of 
heaven, instead of that produced by artificial means, is 
indescribable, All the animal creation appear to be 
endued with fresh life and vigour, as they inhale the 
cooling breeses; the songs of the birds are heard 
again, and flocks and herds come forth rejoicing. 
Before the watery pools have penetrated into the 
parched carth, so rapid is the growth of vegetation, 
patches of green appear along the plain, and those 
who take up their posts in the verandah for an hour 
or two, may literally see the grass grow. In the 
courae of a single day, the sandy hillocks will be 
covered with verdure, and in a very short time the 
grass becomes high and yank, While the clouds are 
actually pouring oul their liquid treasures, the rainy 
season is not unpleasant ; punkahs may be dispensed 
with, and the yenetians may be removed without 
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danger of being blinded by the glare; but the intervals 
between the showers ure excessively hot, and the fires 
quent changes of tho atmosphere, and the malaria 
arising from the surrounding marshes, render it dread 
fully unhealthy. Fever and ague are the common 
complaints ; the former js often fatal, and the ntmost 
vigilance is vequisite to avoid the danger to which 
both natives and Maropenis are continually exposed, 
since infection is frequently brought from distuint 
places by currents of air. 

‘The effects of these partial tornadoes are very curious; 
they ave almost scen to traverse the plain, their course 
resembling that of a swollen river ore lavasflood, 
Persons may occupy a position at a vory short distuice 
from the spot in which the tempest is raging, without 
fecling the agitation of the elements, and behold at 
ease the doyastation which they cause; trees are tom 
up by the roots, roofs are stripped of ther tiles, 
swnd the choppers of out-houses fly of like gigantic 
birds, being emricd several yards beyond tho place 
where they originally stood. I once witnessed a very 
amusing scene of this nitive: the servants of a neigh. 
hour, anxious to presorve their master's property, on 
the voof of the couk-room taking wing, rushed out of 
their houses, and, with great vigour and alucrity, seized 
the ends of the flying bumboos eve they reached the 
ground, running along with their canopy until its 
impetus had ceased, and then restoring ft to the 
doxerted walls on whieh it had formerly rested, 

Tho vaing usually continue Crom the firat ov sevond 
week Jn June until the middle of October, and in 
some seasons are extremely violent; the desolation 
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on the viver’s banks is frightful ; whole villages are 
plunged into the*flood, a ¢atastrophe seldom attended 
by loss of life, as the natives usually have timely 
warning, and escape with their goods and chattels, 
taking cave, however, like the Sicilians in the neigh- 
bourhood of /Etna, to build again in places equally 
exposed to inundation. Bungalows often sustain con- 
siderable damage during a very wet season ; the pillars 
of the verandahs sink and lose their perpendicular, 
and out-offices and servants’ honses are frequently 
washed away, leaving nothing but fragments of mud- 
walls behind. The thunder and lightning which 
accompany these cataracts are terrific, filling the 
heavens with blue and crimson light, and carrying 
death into the plains, where herdsmen and shepherds 
frequently perish, Tho final fall is generally the 
heaviest, lasting three or four days, and bringing 
cold weather along with it. A sudden and grateful 
change of climate takes place upon the departure of 
the rains; the sun is deprived of its noxious power 
and renders the heavens bright without being sultry ; 
exercise may be taken on foot until ten o'clock in 
the day, in the Upper Provinces, and in a carriage at 
all times without inconvenience, While the weather 
is cloudy (generally during a few days in December), 
it is exceedingly practicable to walk out in the middle 
of the day in Etawah, and higher up, at Kurnaul, 
this gratification may be enjoyed for two months, 
The climate all over India, even in Bengal, is 

delightful from October until Mareh ; all is brightness 
and beauty outside the house; summer gardens glow 
with myriads of flowers, native and exotic, while 
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within, fires, especially in the evening, are acceptable, 
and blankets ave necessary to ward off the inclanencies 
of the night. ‘This is the gay scion, and even Etawah 
loses part of its duluens, being visited by regiments 
on their maveh to and from other staGions, who sone. 
times make it their halting: place for a couple of days, 
A canyas city starts up, as if by magic, on the bare 
plain; bollocks, camels, horses, and elephants, are 
grouped amid the tents; sheep, cows, goata, aid 
poultry, following the fortunes of their owners, occupy 
temporary farm-yards in the rear; and bavanis are 
opened for the sale of all the necessaries of life, At 
day-break, the striking of tent-pins, the neighing of 
horses, the Jowing of herds, and the grunt of the 
camels, mixed with the long roll of the drums and 
bugle-calls, give warning that the march is about 
to conmmence ; and when the sun has risen, troops of 
hideous white vultures ave seen feeding on the offal, 
where all the day bofore had been erowd and buatle. 
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CUAPTER IL 
INDIAN SPORTS, 


TIarry are those young men who take out with 
them to India the tastes and habits of a scholar or of a 
sportsman, though perhaps neither can be carried to 
excess, without danger, in a climate almost equally 

“ hostile to mental and to bodily exertion. Moderation, 
either in study or in field-sports, requires more self- 
command than is usually practised by the young and 
enthusiastic ; and the Jatter pursuit, especially, is so 
fascinating, as to beguile veterans into rash enter- 
prizes, which could only be excusable in the days of 
boyhood. Formerly almost all the European residents 
of India were mighty hunters ; but, in the present day, 
though there ave quite enough to keep up their ancient 
reputation, the slaughter of wild animals is not so 
general, or so absorbing a passion as it used to be, when 
the Company's territories were surrounded by the 
courts of native princes, who were accustomed to take 
the field against the furred and fenthered rangers of 
the forest, with all the pomp and circumstance of war, 
Partics of gentlemen from Caleutta ave in the habit of 
sponding a part of the cold season amid the wildest 
jungles of Bengal ; but their corlége, though exceed- 
ingly numerous, and the havoc they make, though 
sufficiently great to satisfy any reasonable person, sre 
vothing compared to the displays of former times. 

VOIn We ) 
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The amusements of Cossim Ally Khan, the nawab of 
Bengal, in 1701, afford a strong contrast to the habits 
and pursuits of his degenerate representatives, ‘The 
{ume of his exploits still survives in the memory of the 
people, and their scenes are pointed out with no small 
degree of exultation, 

In one of his grand hunting-parties, his retinue, 
including a bodyguard of cavalry, consisted of net 
fewer than twenty thousand persons. ‘Lhe officers of 
his army and household, and his Kuropeun guests, 
were conveyeil to the theatre of action on elephants, 
camels, and horses, or in palanquins, ‘Che hunters 
were armed with spears, bows, arrows, and match~ 
locks, and they were accompanied by greyhounds, 
hawks, and cheetahs, The seene of the chase was ane 
of the most beautiful which the splendid Indscapes of 
Bengal can present, Between the Ganges and one of 
tho ranges of hills, which spread themselves wong the 
frontiers of the province, there is a wide tract of 
country, diversified with rocks, woods, lakes, henths, 
and vivulela, and abounding with every sort of game; 
hither the nawab and his party repaired, and, forming 
mn extensive line, ronged wp the denizens of the field 
ng thoy advanced, and letting the hawks fly as the 
wild-fowl sprang up, and loosening the greyhounds 
and cheetaha upon the deer; tho spear md natehlock- 
men attacked the wild hogs; while others, mounted 
upon elephants, marked out the Aull more ferocious 
aiimals, and brought them down with a two-aunce 
Inll, ‘Lhe nawab was one of the most active of the 
party ; sometimes he rode in an open pulanguin, 
carried on the shoulders of cight bearers, with his 
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shield, sword, gun, bow and quiver, lying beside him; 
sometimes he mounted on horseback, and at others, 
where the grass and bushes were high, he got upon 
an elephant. After the diversion had been carried on 
for three or four hours, and to the distance of twelve 
miles, the nawab and his guests repaired to their 
encampment, where a sumptuous repast was served 
up for their entertainment. 

Hunting-parties, upon so grand a scale, are now 
vare in India, even amongst native princes; and 
though the imagination can scarcely fail to be dazzled 
by an assemblage of twenty thousand men, with their 
picturesque accompaniments of stud and equipage, 
scouring through the woods, and across the plains, in 
search of the noblest species of game, such scenes of 
barbaric splendour would soon become exceedingly 
tiresome, The truest enjoyment of field-sports is 
offered 4o small parties of Europeans, who blend intel- 
lectual tastes with the love of the chase ; who, while , 
sojourning in the forest, delight to make themselves 
acquainted with the manners and habits of its wild 
tribes, and who, not entirely bent upon butchery, vary 
their occupations by devoting themselves to botanical 
or geological pursuits. 

The poriod usually chosen for these excursions is 
from ‘the beginning of November until the end of 
Fobruary, a season in which the climate of Hindostan 
is delightfully temperate, the air perfectly serene, and 
tho sky often without a cloud, Some verdant spot, 
shaded by adjacont groves, and watered by a small 
lake oy rivulet, is selected for the encampment, An 
Indian jungle offers so great a variety of beauties, 

02 
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that there ix no difficulty in the selection of an appre. 
priate seone. A natural lawn, sloping down to a 
broad expanse of water, shaded by palm-trees, whose 
graceful, tufted foliage forms so striking a feature 
in Oriental scenery, or beneath the canopy of the 
cathedral-like banian, atretching ita long aisles in 
verdant pomp along the plain, ov in the neighbourhood 
of a mosque, pagoda, or stately tomb, whose nimerous 
recesses and apartments offer excellent accommodation 
for auch followers of the party as are not provided 
with other shelter. There is no danger of being in 
want of any of the comforts and conveniences of lilk, 
during a sojourn in wildernesses, perchance as yet 
untrodden by the foot of man, or so long deserted as 
to leave no traces of human oceupation, Wherever a 
party of this kind establishes itsolf, it will be followed 
by native shopkeepers, who make themselves yery 
comfortable in a bivounc beneath the treca, and supply 
the encampment with every necessary which the ser. 
vants and cattle may require. Huropean stores are, of 
courso, Jaid in by the chansamahs of the different 
gentlemen, and wiless the sportsmen and thelr fair 
companions,—for ladies delight in such expeditions,— 
determine upon living entirely upon game, sheep and 
poultry are brought to stock a farmeyard, rendered 
impervious to the attacks of savage beasts, Tvery 
part of the swrounding country swarms with animal 
life; in the Upper Provinces, ingeeta ave not 'yory 
troublesome during the cold weather, nor are reptites 6o 
much upon the alert; in Bengal, however, the cold Js 
never aufliciontly severe to paralyse tho mosquitoes, 
which are seid then to sting more sharply, and to 
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cherish a more insatiate appetite than during the 
sultry part of tHe year. The inconveniences arising 
from too intimate a connexion with lizards, spiders, 
and even less welcome guests, are more than counter- 
balanced by the gratification which inquisitive minds 
derive from the various novelties which present them- 
selves upon every side, The majestic appearance “of 
the trees, many of them covered with large lustrous 
flowers, or garlanded with creepers, which attain to an 
enormous size, must delight all who possess a taste 
for sylvan scenery. In some of the jungles of India, 
the giant parasites of the soil appear, as they stretch 
themselves from tree to tree, like fmmense boa-con- 
strictors, and the blossoms they put forth, at intervals, 
ave so large, and cluster so thickly together, as to 
suggest the idea of baskets of flowers hanging from a 
festoon: the underwood is frequently formed of richly- 
flowering plants; the corinda, which is fragrant even 
to satiety, and scarcely bearable in any confined place, * 
loading the air with perfume; while the dhag, with its 
fine, wide, dark-green leaf, and splendid crimson vase- 
like flowers, contrasts beautifully with other forest- 
trees, bearing white blossoms, smaller, but resembling 
those of the camellia japonica, 

“ So magnificent a solitude would in itself afford a 
vary great degree of pleasure and interest to contem- 
plative minds ; but both are heightened by {the living 
objects which give animation, to the scene. Though 
wild hogs ave most abundant in plantations of sugar- 
cane, which is their favourite food, and which imparts 
to thelr flesh the delicious flavour so highly esteemed 
by epicures, they are also to be found in the wildest 
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and most uncultivated tracts, ‘The vechuck, niusk 
and hogedeer, conceal themselves aubidst the thickest 
heath aud herbage, and the antelopes and large deer 
vove over the plains, All these animals, howevor, 
seek the thickets occasionally, and they are fond of 
rerorting to the tall couse grasa, whieh attains to the 
renicest luxuriance in the levela of the jungle, and is 
the favourite lair of the tiger and the hyena, Panthers, 
Jeopards, beara, and the beautiful tigerseat, are likuwiay 
inhabitants of theso hiding-places; and in the neigh» 
hourhood of Rajmhal, the Deyra Dhoon, the 'Terraie, 
&e,, rhinoceroses and wild buffaloes are added to the 
list. Amid the smaller and more harmless creatures 
which haunt the jungle, one of the prettiest and most. 
interesting is the fox 5 ils size aearcely exeveds that of 
an Enplish hare; the limbs are slender, and it is 
delicately Curved with soft hair, generally of a bluish 
grey. It has not the offensive smell of the reynard of 
Europe, its food being principally grain, vegetables, 
and feait. ‘The passion of the fox for grapes was by 
no means a flight of finey on the part of our old fiend 
Aisop, who showed himaclf well acquainted with the 
habits of the Asiatic species, ‘Lhey burrow in holes, 
and profer the side of a hillock, where the grads is 
short and smooth, to the wood; and there they may 
bo acen in the morning and after sunset, {risking about 
and playing with their young. "Chey afford excellent 
sport when hunted; for, though not atrong or pers 
severing, they ava fleet and floxible, and make many 
efforta (by winding in successive evolutions) to exeape 
thoir puraucrs. Jackals avo nlmost as connnon os 
crows, in every part of Indias but notwithstanding 
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their numbers, and the great desire which they evince 
to make themselves heard, there is some difficulty in 
getting a sight of them, except when the moon is 
up, and then they seek concealment in the shadows, 
gliding along under covert, with a stealthy movement, 
like some dark phantom, or when the prospect of a 
banquet upon some newly-slain victim lures them from 
their retyeat in open day. 7 

However bare and solitary the place may be, the 
instant any animal fulls to the ground, exhausted by 
wounds oy disense, it is immediately surrounded by 
troops of two-legged and four-footed cormorants, 
which do not await its last gasp to commence their 
attack : four or five hundred vultures will be assembled, 
in an ineredibly short period of time, in places where 
they are not usually to be found, whenever a bullock 
or deer has fullen a sacrifice to a tiger. Upon these 
occasions, if the rightful master of the feast should be 
in the neighbourhood, and choosing, as often is the, 
case, to delay his meal until sunset, the jackals and the 
vultures, cowering close to the spot, await with great 
patience the moment in which they may commence 
their operations without giving offence, taking care to 
remove to a respectful distance, when the tiger, who 
is said to approach the dead carcass in the same cau- 
tious and crouching mannor as whon endeavouring to 
ateal wpon living prey, makes his appearance upon the 
scene, 

It ig aflirmed that, wherever tigers roam or couch, 
multitudes of birds collect and hover about them, 
screaming and crying, as if to create an alarm ; and it 
is algo said that peacocks are particularly allured by 
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the tawny monarch of the wood, and that, when he 
is perceived by a flock, they will advance towards him 
immediately, and begin, with their usual ostentations 
pomp, to strat around him, their wings fluttering, 
their feathers quivering, and their taila bristly and 
oxpanded,*® Native sportsmen, who always prefer 
stpalagem to open war, take advantage of this predilee- 
tion, and painting a brown cloth rerecu, about alx 
fect square, with black spots or alreals, advance undor 
its cover, which is placed fronting the sun, The pea 
fowl eithor approaches the lure, or suffers the fowlers, 
who ave concealed behind it, to draw nem enough to 
their mark to be quite certain of not missing it, 
A hole in the canvas enablea them to take an accurate 
im, and the ruse is always successful. 

Strange instances of the fascination of animale nre 
recorded, by which it would appear, that, under its 
influence, the most active and tinid rush into the 

_ anger which we should.suppose they would bo most 
anxious to avoid. The power which serpents possess 
ovey birds, squirrels, &e. {6 well known; ond those 
who have visited unfrequented places have had oppor- 
tunities of witnessing the effect of novel sights upon 
the shyest denizens of the waste, 

When the line of march of large bodies of troops 
has led across sequestered plains, they have attracted 
the attention of herds of deer grazing in the noigh- 
bourhood. When stared by the hunuaiig ninnuring 
noise nude by the soldiers in passing, they have alood 
for seme time staring, and apparently aghast with 


* Some writers aver that the Tndinn peacocks over spread 
their tuila. 
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astonishment, with thelr eyes fixed upon the progres- 
sive files, whose glaring red uniforms and glittering 
muskets might well inspire them with fear, At length, 
in hia bewilderment, the leading stag, striking the 
ground, tossing his antlers, and snorting loudly, has 
rushed forward across the ranks, followed by the whole 
herd, to the utter dismay and confusion of the soldiers, 
the frightened deer bounding over the heads of thdse 
files who were taken too much by surprise to halt, 
and make way for them. Incidents of a similar 
nature have occurred more than once, and they serve 
to give intevest and variety to a march across some 
of those apparently boundless plains, which stretch 
to the horizon on every side, and are not of unfte- 
quent oceurrence in the thinly-peopled districts of 
Tindostan, : 

The birds, in many places, are to be seen literally 
in myriads; water-fowl especially congregate in the 
greatest abundance and variety ; their numbers almost 
covering the lakes and jheels, when resting upon thes 
water ; and forming thick clouds, when, upon any 
alarm, they rise simultaneously upon the wing. The 
margin of the stream is surrounded by storks and 
cranes. The species of both are numerous, and the 
gracefulness of the shape of many can only be exceeded 
by the benuty of their plumage. The crested heron, 
whose snow-white tuft is an emblem of sovereignty 
in India, and the only feather which the religious pre- 
judices of the Rajpoot princes permit them to wear, 
is one of the loveliest creatures imaginable; its eyes 
ave of bright scarlet, and amidst many competitors in 
beauty, it shines conspicuous, 

c8 
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There avo no pheasants in the wouda of Nengul ar 
Behar ; but they are found wpen the confines of Assan, 
Chittagong, and the ranges of the Timalaya, In 
Nopaul, md particularly about the Morung, they are 
large and beautiful, more especially the golden, the 
burnished, the spotted, and the agure, togethor with 
the brown argus-eyed pheasant. ‘Chere are aeveral 
yatieticn of pea-fowl, black, whit and grey, in 
addition to the common sort; and though there are 
some districts in India, styled par dintinetion, Sore. 
runje, “the place of peacocks,” they are so common 
Mover the country, that it would be almost dificult 
o find e woodland hawt where they do not abound, 
Chey ave certainly not prized in India according ta 
their merits, either ag an ornamental appendage, or as 
an addition to the board, Seme Exrepeans have ouly 
been reconciled to their admission at table, hy an 
account which hag reached them of their appearance 
at the Tord Mayor's atate-dinners in London: Angle. 
Indians, generally spenking, being exceedingly mwil- 
ling to judge for themselves where their gastronomic 
taste can be called in question, Nevertheless, those 
who, where native productions ave worthy of praise, 
entertain no pbsurd prejudices in favour of exotics, are 
glad to have an opportunity of repeating the juatly- 
merited claims to distinction of the peaschick, ax an 
atticle of provendor, 

Tigh as ave the merits of thia (owl, hawever, in ity 
happy combination of the game- flavour of the pheagant 
with the juiciness of the turkey, it must hide ity 
diminished head hetore the glories of the florikins the 
flanderkin of feudal hanquets, und the peacovk’s envly 
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rival at the baronial feasts of the Montacutes and the 

Courtenayes, The florikin is nearly, if not quite, as 

large as a turkey, and the plumage on the back is 

not unlike that which distinguishes the monarch of 
ow poultry-yard: but the cock is furnished with a 

much more splendid crest. A tuft of fine black velvet 
feathers, which usually lies smooth upon the back of 
the head, can be erected at pleasure, and, when spread 

out, adds greatly to the noble appearance of the bird. 

Its favourite harbour is in the natural pastures which 

edge the extremities of swamps, and the borders of 
lakes, always in the neighbourhood of marshy ground, 

but not far distant from the uplands, In consequence 

of this choice of situation, and the variety of food 

which it presents, its flesh acquires a peculiarity 

unknown to other birds ; the legs, which are white, 

yosemble in flavour those of a pheasant, while the 

breast and the wings bear a similarity to the wild- 

duck: epicures pronounce the whole to be delicate, 

savoury, and juicy beyond all comparison. ‘This fine* 
bird is not sufficiently common in India to pall upon 

the appetite; it is found in Bengal and in the neigh- 

bourhood of the hill-districts ; but, in many parts 

of the Upper Provinces, it will be searched for in 

vain, 

The woodcock ia not an inhabitant of southern 
Asia, but snipes are exceedingly abundant; and there 
js one variety, the painted snipe, which attains a very 
large size, and which compensates for the absence of 
the former-mentioned bird, 

The jungle-fowl porforms the same duty for the 
pheasants, whore they ave not to be found; and in 
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some places the speckled poultry of Guinea, which 
have wandered into the wouds, and bred there, ave 
discovered in a wild state, It is one of the most 
agrecable, amid the numerous enjoyments of forest 
seenery, to see the hona and chickens sculking and 
seudding between the bushes, and to hear the crowing 
of the jungle cock, ‘Lhe black and the rock partridge 
vin. yery acceptable adjuncts to the table, whilst 
very variely of pigeons nay be had for the trouble of 
dling them. 

A camp-dinner for a hunting party ia not only an 
xhilavating, but a very interesting meal, ‘The moat 
laborate picenie provided for a fdte-champétre in 
&ngland, where people are put to all sorts of incon~ 
yoniences, and must content themselyes with a cold 
collation, is nothing to the luxurioua displays of cookery 
performed in the open air in India, Under the shelter 
of some brushwood, the apils tun merrily and rapidly 
over charcoal fires; an aven is constructed fur the 
baking-depavtment, and all the beneficial effect of hot 
hearths, for slewa and other savoury compounds, are 
produced with the grentest ease and faeility, All that 
can be attainable within the ringo of filly ov sixty 
amiles, is brought into the camp upon the heads of 
eoolies, glad to earn a few pice for their, daily bread, 
and indifferent to the obstructions which may beset 
their path ‘Che mullitndo of followers, attendant 
even upon a amall eneampment, precludes the pose 
sibility of any dreary ov desolate feeling; the habita 
of the people are in wnikon with tho seene; they are 
quite as happy wader the umbrageous and odorifevous 
canopy of iw tope, as they would be in the marble 
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chambers ofa palace, A gipsey-life appears to afford 
them the truest, enjoyment ; and the scattered groups 
which they afford in the glades and openings of the 
forest, thely blazing fires, cheerful songs, and the 
majestic and picturesque forms of the elephants and 
camels glancing between the trees, make up a 
panorama, which the eye of taste can scarcely tire 
of contemplating, and which, once seen, can never be 
forgotten, 

Living in a jungle-encampment presents the best 
opportunity of becoming acquainted with the habits 
and manners of the elephant, which its domestication 
can permit, The mahouls live in the most intimate 
association with the huge animals entrusted to their 
cave; they have each an assistant cooly, part of whose 
business it is to prepare and bake the cakes for the 
evening menl. A fourth of the number he appropriates 
to himself, after going through the ceremony of 
asking the ¢lephant’s leave, a piece of etiquette per~ 
formed in dumb-show, and which the sagacious 
animal seems perfectly to comprehend, The cooly 
feeda his companion, standing under the trunk, and 
putting each morsel into his mouth ; an act of superero- 
gation, but one in which native courtesy, or as it 
may be called officious zeal, delights, men as well as 
elephants being obliged to submit to more attendance 
than they require. The shidmugars who wait at 
table, will stir the tea for their masters, and would 
cut the meat upon their plates, if permitted to shew 
thelr diligence by such minute attentions, 

‘Though the gift of speech is denied to the elephant, 
he not only appears to understand all that is said to 


38 INDIAN SPORTS. 


him by those with whom he is intimately acquainted, 
but also lo possess the power of muking hia awn 
sentiments and opinions known, Iie can he fucited 
to extraordinary attempts by praises and by pronifacs 5 
and when aweetmeats, of which he is inordinately 
fond, ave held out to him, a8 the reward of successful 
exgrtion, he cannet be disappointed of the expacted 
treat without danger. 

Tho muahouls converse with theiv charges as if they 

rere rational beings ; perhaps the difference in intel- 
sotual acquirements is not very great between them, 
wad where a strong friendship haa been contracted, the 
Jophant will yefuse to admit of a suecessor in the 
oflice, Upon the dismissal of his keeper, im elephant, 
vhich had always been ‘exceedingly gene and trace 
inble, suddenly changed its character and became 
unmanageable, Vain were all the efforts made to 
soothe and reconcile it to its now associates, Atler 
the alyuggle of several weeks, tho attempt was given 
up; and the discharged servant being again ve- 
establishad in his office, the elephant re-nssumned ity 
former dememour, and returned quietly to its duty, 

Elephants, though sometimes tempted to fly the 
abodes of man, and xoam in freedom through the 
wilderness, never forgot those persons to whom they 

havo been attached dwiing their astute of servituile. 
One, which had rejoined a wild hord, when encountered 
by a hunting party, which was accompanied by the 
mahout who had formerly had the eharge of hin, 
suffered the man to mount upon his neek, and, 
notwithstanding the experience ho had gained of the 
sweets of liberty, returned at once to all hia old habits, 
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They are abject, however, at least a few, whose 
tempers are not, particularly good, to fits of caprice 
and ferocity. It is astonishing with what ease and 
dexterity they can hook in, with that unwieldly-looking 
limb, the hind-leg, any object with which it comes in 
contact. Upon some slight provocation an elephant 
has been known to ensnare the unfortunate cooly,in 
attendanee in this manner, and: it is an expedient 
which ia resorted to with infinite effect upon the 
atlack of a tiger in the rear; the beast is speedily 
kicked to death, when once he is drawn within the 
range of those enormous feet. 

‘Tho courage of the elephant is also liable to ebbs 
and flows ; sometimes, at the sight of danger, especially 
on the sudden appearance of a tiger, he will take to 
flight, rushing wildly through the woods, and endan- 
geving the safety of the hunters on his back, by the 
violent collision of the howdah against the branches 
of the trees; at other times, he will run into the | 
contrary extreme, and charge upon the tawny brute, 
by falling on his knees, and endeavouring to pin the 
tiger down with his tusks, This operation, which 
rendors the howdah # very untenable position, is often 
followed by another of a still more hazardous nature ; 
the elephant is apt to roll over upon its side, in order 
to arush tho foa by its weight, and in this event the 
sportsman has a good chance of being thrown into 
the clutches of the tiger, while all the guns go 

_ overboard, as a matter of course, The courage of 
av elephant should be of a passive nature; and those 
whose good qualities have been improved by train- 
ing, stand firm as a rook, sustaining the first burst of 
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a tiger, uproused from his repose, with imperturbable 
coolness, ‘ 

When an olephant has exhibited repeated proofs of 
cowardice, its dastardly conduct is punished by the 
degradation of being reduced (rom the honour of con- 
voying the castle on ita back ta the burthen of! the 
baggage. It is not insensible lo thin dixyrace, nov 
will a caparisoned elephant deign to associate: with 
its brethren of the pad. No animal is hotter acquainted 
with its claims to distinetion, or prouder of the aplen« 
dour of its avray; and the dilerence of the hearhyg 
between those decked in lowing jhools, richly bordered 
with gold, and beaving the silver howdah, or canopicd 
ambarry on thelr backs, and tho humble beast of 
burthen, whose housings avo of the mennest deserip. 
tion, and whose load confers neither honour nor dignity, 
is very striking, 

The care which clephants take of their trunks, in 
an encounter with wild beasts, showa how conseloud 
they are of the value of that important instrument ; 
sometimes they will erect it over their heads like a 
horn, and at othors pack it into the smallest possible 
compnas, 

The elophant’s partiality for sweetments has bee 
already noticed 5 it is acquired in plantations of sugar 
cane, and js universal. A curtous instance of Una attach 
ment to confectionary, and the method pursued to 
gratlly it by au olephant in its savage state, ia upon 
record, Tt chanced that a cooly, Jaden with jaggery, 
 coatie preparation of sagu, waa surprised ina 
narrow piss, in tho Idngdom of Candy, by a wild 
clophant. “Phe poor fellow, intent upon saving his 
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life, threw down the burthen, which the elephant 
devoured, and being well pleased with the repast, 
determined not to allow any person egress or regress 
who did not provide him with a similar banquet. 
The pass occurred upon one of the principal thorough- 
fives to the capital, and the elephant, taking up a 
formidable position at the entrance, obliged every 
passenger to pay tribute, It soon became generally 
known that a donation of jaggery would ensure safe 
conduct through the guarded portal, and no one 
presumed to attempt the passage without the expected 
offering. 

The clephant is fond of petting and protecting 
some inferior animal ; it often takes a fancy to a little 
dog, and the latter, speedily becoming acquainted with 
the value of such @ friend and ally, indulges himself 
in all sorts of impertinences, His post, a very secure 
one, under the shelter of the elephant’s body, enables 
him to attack and annoy any thing that happens to, 
come in his way; he rushes out to the assault, and 
when likely to get the worst in the encounter, flies 
back to his place of refuge, and barks defiance at his 
adversaries, Sometimes the sarus, a tall bird of the 
crane species, which is often domesticated in an Indian 
compound, is taken into favour; but instances of 
similar friendship, between animals of very different 
habits and species, are not at all uncommon, A terrier 
dog, « Persian cat, and an antelope, brought up toge- 
ther in the family of an officer, who was accustomed 
to divido lis caresses amongst them, lived with each 
othor in the greatest harmony and affection, During 
hia residence in Caleutta, he was in the habit of spend- 
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ing the whole morning abroad, and of returuinys whout 
sunset to dress, lis fonr-footed fnvourites were 
acquainted with the hour in whieh thoy might expect 
to see him, and the trio always came in a badly to meet 
and give him welcome; the eat cared nothing wbont 
change of place, being perfectly satialled Lo aecampuny 
hex master in all his travels, and fouling quite at home 
wherever he and the dog were to he found: 

A party of Europeans, encamping in a jungle, will 

speedily discover their powors of attraction by the 
number of carrion birds drawn to the spat hy tha 
seent of the slaughter in thelr farm yard. ‘Lhe neute. 
tess of the smell of these creatures has already been 
‘emarked ; at tho most oxtraordinary distance they 
em to be perfectly acquainted with every matter 
which can interest them, and solitary bungalows, 
where, on ordinary occasions, tho kites and crows are 
allowed to collect the offtl unmolested, will be certain 
of a visit from vultures, whenever any thing worthy 
of attention is to be had, 

The argeelah, ov butcher bivd, though smnetinex 
inhabiting solitary places, profors a largo cuntonment 
to the jungle; they ave always to be seon where Lio. 
pean soldiers ave quartered, but scarecly think it warth 
their while to visi¢ small stations gurlyned by native 
troops, the fow English oficora in command not Tdiiyy 
enough provisions to satisfy thelr inordinate appetites, 
Their nests are, however, almost invariably found iu 
remote and thinly-peopled tracts ; the country retires 
ment, at the breeding season, for the fishionnble 
visitants of tho metropolis of Bengal, boing tho neigh. 
bourhoad of Commoreolly, It ja not genorally known, 
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that the marahont feathers, by some aupposed to he 
the tribute of the paddy. goose, are, in thet, furnished 
Dy this dingunting looks miimal, whose enarne ragged 
attire gives no promisy of the delicate boauty of the 
phimes so omeh in exteen: fi eames and layghind. 
They prow fia Gol) under dhe tail, and are not viNihle 
except upou close inapection. ‘Themen who get thai 
bread by the ante of these feathers, concent the fret as 
much as possible, under the idea that it would dete» 
vamate thety value, An the argrelah is protected by 
law in Calentta, the people whe collect the plumes, 
visit the place of their retirement for the purpose, and 
give ita name to their merehandlize, which is sold 
under tho appellation of Gomnercolly feathers. The 
tuft is cnsily oxtracted, and it sometimes happens 
that when an adjutant, ug the bird is commonly 
called, ia crnght upon some high terrace or rooftop, 
where the depredation cmmat come mnder the suvveil« 
Janeu of the autharities, lie is rebbed of the valnable » 
appendage ; it is only necersy to catch him by the 
feathers under the tail; the first struggle to he free 
‘leaves them in the hand of the marauder, Excepting 
the heron’s, thera ave no other Indian phimes Ko highly 
prized, and, ad an article of commerce, the maraboute’ 
ave Une most hnpertant 

Th eammerating tho amusgomonts afforded by n jungle, 
that aapplied hy the money must nol be omitted, 
{tn topes where pardeular tibex have taken up thehr 
quartors, they ava imuamerably, and upon the least 
alarm, keep wp ai ineessnut dixcord and chatter amidet 
the branches. ‘The frolics and gambols of these animale, 
when viewed at a distance, are highly diverting ; put 
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itis by ho means desirable to come into close contact 
with a troop, their flerceness being quite equal to their 
cunning ; they have been known to attack a single 
huntsman, and so fir get the better of him as to 
deprive him of his gun, Young men can seareely 
withstand the temptation of haying a pop at them, 
either to scare them from some act of' depredation, or 
out of mere wantonness, and they are not slow to 
perceive the cause of their alarm; afler the fivat 
consternation, occasioned hy the report of a fowling- 
piece, has subsided, they ave apt to resent it upon tho 
person of the offender. ‘They will shake tho boughs 
over his head, grin and chatter through them, and a 
few of the most daring will beset the path, and, with 
some hundreds to back them, in the event of an 
assault, the battle is best avoided, since its issue 
would be rather doubtful. Cho extraordinary vene- 
ration with which the monkeys are regarded by the 
Hindoo natives of India, prevents the extirpation, 
which their exploits amongst the com and other 
plantations seem to render necessary, as a measure 
of precaution, Monkeys, it is said, ave bad enting,’ 
and there appears to be a sufficient number to supply 
the bazaars of a district during a seareily of grain, 
There is no part of tho world, porhaps, which pro- 
duces game in greater plenty or divorsity than Bengal, 
Besides fifteen species of deor, including the antelope, 
the roe-buek, the red-deer, the small moose-deer, the 
hog or bristled deer, and the musk-deer ; there are 
wild hogs, hares, several kinds of common pariildge ; 
quails, which at a particular season have been com- 
pared to flying pats of butter; peacocks, ortolana, 
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and black-partridge ;  wild-geese, wild-ducks, teal, 
widgeon, water-lena, evanes, storks, and snipes of 
sundry shapes, colours, and sizes ; the florilcin, before. 
mentioned, though not in such abundance as the 
others, and the jungle-fowl, A geveat variety of fish ts 
also supplied from the lakes, jheels, tanka, and nullahy ; 
the ner uve caught in large quantitics, elther with 
nets ot by a atill more simple contrivance, that of 
placing large bundles of rushy bushes in the water 
over-night, Water-fowl avo caught in Tindostan by 
people, who cither wade or swint into tho lakes with 
an earthen pot over theiv heads, or the artificial repre- 
sentation ofa duck, made to fit on like acap, Thus 
disguised, they are enabled to get so close to the 
the objects of their pursuit as to pull them by their 
feet under water, and to doposit them in thelr game. 
bag; the maneuvre ie effected by expert persons 
with very litle disturbance to other flocks upon the 
lake, and go casily, as to allow them to sell the produce 
of their dlay’s sport at a very low price, 
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THE JUNGLES, 


Tue term jungle is very ill understood by European 
readers, who generally associate it with uninhabited 
forests and almost impenetrable thickets, whereas all 
the desert and uncultivated parts of India, whether 
covered with wood or merely suffered to run waste, 
ave styled jungles ; and jungle-wallah is a term indis- 
criminately applied to a wild eat or to a gentlomm 
who hag been quartered for a considerable poriod in 
some desolate part of the country. Persons who are 
attached to very small stations in remote places, or 
who reside in solitary houses, surrounded only by the 
habitations of the natives, are said to be living in the 

_ jungles. yoy 

For a short period, a sojourn amidst the untamed, 
wildernesses of [Iindostan is very desirable, and with 
the exception of the fixed inhabitants of Calentta, all 
persons visiting India must have more oy less expe- 
rience of the delights of savage life in their passage 
through those unreclaimed tracts which continually 
occur during a long march, But though perhaps na 
mach as may appear to be desirable may be sean in a 
journey of two or three montha, it is necessary to 
eccupy the sume spot for a considerable length of 
time, in order thoroughly to undorstand the ways and 
modes of spending the day in tho solitary districts 
of a foreign country; for, in constant movements 
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through wilds, however monotonous, the incidents of 
the march and the change of scone afford a salutary 
relief to ennui, which is net to bo found in a fixed 
residence. Il ow' follow-sojourners in the wilds do 
not happen to be congenial spirits, if the hour af the 
neighbouring cafe (plantation) happen to be as agree 
able a companion as the bere of the adjacent bun 
gulow, the misnamed society of the place becontes an 
additional grievimee, 

There are perverse persons in the world who refuse 
to kecommiadate thoniselves to the cirewnstances in 
which they may be placed, and whe, by carrying the 
formalities and observances of large communities into 
the jungles, effectually prevent the easy sociability 
which can alone render constant intercourse desirable, 
Where the civels is extremely cireumserihed, the evil 
is without remedy ; the eflorts of one individual, or 
even of one family, must be unavailing, and the 
minority are condemned to lend the most irksome lite , 
imaginable, thrown entirely upon theh own resources, 
and those resoureca miserably contracted by the pecus 
Viavities of the climate, and the diMeulty of procuring 
the matorials necessary to carry on any little ingenious 
wt by which they may hope to beguile the dime. ‘Ve 
descend to particulars, we may dmagine a mall station 
(there ava inany such iu Indias thengh it would he 
fuvidious to name them,) in whieh the number of 
Buropeana dooa not amount to mare than a degen 
individuals ; this station, at least a hundved miles from 
the headquarters of the district, and the inhabitants 
deponding entirely upon each other for society, with 
the exception of any chance traveller who may happen 
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to pass through. Where the persons thus congregated 
together are of cheerful, obliging dispositions, rendy 
to fall into any rational plan for the benefit and 
advantage of the whole, a residence in the jungles of 
India may be rendered exceedingly delightful ; and 
those who have enjoyed its freedom from worldly 
cares and worldly vanities, its quiet sober existence, 
will look back upon it as the most enviable portion of 
theiv lives. Conversation will supply the place of 
books, and the few books which the station may boast, 
will furnish topics for conversation, if those who are 
fond of vending can be induced to enter into diacus- 
sions upon what they read. When this is the case, the 
value of a book is enhanced to a degree scarcely con- 
ceivable to those who can command a well-furnished 
library at home ; the commentaries elicited may not be 
very profound, but, if lively and entertaining, they 
form admirable substitutes for the Edinburgh and 
Quarterly, and where anything like,talent ia brought 
into play, the absence of many of those prejudices, 
which can scarcely fail to bias opinions concerning 
new works in the places of their production, renders 
decisions formed in the jungles of India more just 
and impartial than those which are so peremptorily 
pronounced by the leading reviews of the day, 
AfThe bachelors of a station usually bestow all their 
tediousness upon exch other, and unless onowhould be 
more studious than the rest, whether their tempera 
and habits should assimilate or not, will be constantly 
together, frequently taking no sort of pleasure in that 
daily intercourse which they cannot live without. 
With the Indies it is different; they will not be at the 
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trouble of leaving their houses except pon formnl 
invitations, unless inclination should lead them inte 
society ; in this event neither yainw nor hot winds 
ean prevent them from traversing the shgrt distances 
which divide the bungalows from each; and when 
kindness of heart or mutual tastes bring them into 
constant association, the gentlemen follow in thelr 
train, very few preforving the jovinlilies of their own 
exclusive circle to the attractivencas of a feminine 
coterie, The fruits of domestication amid the ladies; 
where the harmony is not interrupted by any mal- 
aceldent, ave of inenlenlable value; so much, Indeed, 
depends upon the wives and sisters of (he residents, 
that there ought to be an Act of Parliament to probibit 
the exportation of any lady, who is not qualified to 
lighten the dreariness of an Indian jungle. 

/ {t has been before remarked, that there is litte 
scope for feminine industry in our eaatern possessions. 
Charity bazaars, which put so many [hiv fingers inte 
motion in Europe, ave almost unknown out of Caleutta, 
Where there is no theatre, no fancy ball in perspective, 
requiring dresses and decorations to be fashioned aut 
of such materials as only a bold and iwaginative spirit 
would consider applicable, invention flaga; people 
like to funey that they are manufheturing something 
ust, and though aothing in India ty unprofitable 
which affords employment for the fingers, preventing 
the miserable tedian resulting from utter inactivity 
of body and mind, encouragement ia necessary ta 
induce perseverance ; and iL muat be confessed that 
the gathering together of ladics, i Uhe days of Capestrys 
hangings or of clevyen-sided pincushions, lias always 
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tended to the production of a thousand stitches where 
one would suffice, The climate in India is unfortunately 
adverse to needle-work, or any work whose beauty 
may be endangered by hands which cannot he kept ata 
proper temperature: thread-netting (talcing the precau- 
tion to use silver implements) is the employment best 
adapted to the hot weather, but the fair proportions of 
many a scarf have been curtailed by the waut of n few 
reels of cotton. The natives twist all the thread they 
use as they need it from the raw material, division of 
labour being very iU-understood in Hindostan,—in cant 
sequence perhaps of the dearth of political economiats, 
—and Calcutta does not always afford a supply of 
the precise article wanted to complete some delicate 
manufacture, which will not admit of any inferlor 
substitute, Iuropenn shopkeepers vary thelr prices 
so considerably, according to the demand, that prudent 
persons will not indulge in the purchase of goods 
charged so much beyond their value, The Iadica at a 
jungle station were disappointed of a supply of glazed 
cotton, in consequence of the enormous prico put upon 
the stock which only one milliner in Caleutta happened 
to have on hand; six rupees (twelve shillings) per 
ounce was asked for what in England gold for halt the 
number of pence; and tho gentleman employed to 
execute the commission, struck with the magnitude of 
the sum, requested fresh instructions from his fair 
correspondenta, who Jaid their work aside in despair. 
Thus, it appenrs that there are many temptations te 
idleness and fow incitements 0 industry ; and in nine 
eases out of ten, where the ladies of a station only 
meet upon ceremonious occasions, all the work, both 
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useful and ornamental, will develye upon the native 
tailor employed in the household, 
Vit is difficult to say how the females of Anglo-Indian 
families, who are only visible upon great occasions, 
pass away their time, At large stationa, iL may he 
supposed that they ave really not at home when such 
an announcement is made to the visitor; but in the 
jungles, where covery movement must be known nt the 
neighbouring bungalows, there is aumething mysterious 
in the seclusion of tho lady of the house, and it is to 
be feared that she docs not think her neighbours 
worth the trouble of making herself visible: her 
dvessing room forms an impenctratia which is only to 
be guessed at; if conntry-bern, or transplanted ata 
very carly age, she perhaps finds more amusement iy 
conversation with hor native attendants, than in that 
of Europeans of a higher gradu of intellect, ‘There 
are gonerally a few ladics at every Muvepoan station 
addicted (o this mede of thinking and acting ; but ina 
large society their habits ave of litle consequence ; it 
is only when a malign star condemns the members of 
some family, whose mental acquirements are of a 
superior order, to drag out two or three years of their 
oxistence ina jungle, where there ean be ae reeiprecty 
of sentiment between them and tho inhabitints of the 
neighbouring houses, that the indiwlgenee al idle and 
debasing habits can be felt ava grievance. Bat thia de 
a conjunction which oo frequently oecure, and, though 
quarreling and ill-will may be avoided, the inter+ 
course which tales place is constrained and heartless, 
The observation of the samme hours is absolutely 
easontial to the comfort aud sociability of a small 
ve 
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station, and where the majority of the inhabitants per- 
sist in dining at night, as it is called, it is impossible 
to establish a free and friendly intercourse. In the 
first, place, this custom involves the necessity af’ enter- 
taining dinner company, or not receiving any camipeny 
at all. You cannot dismiss your guests before dinner, 
and there is no time to ace them afterwards. In these 
days of reduction and retrenchment, there are not 
many of the servants of the Company who ean alford 
to give frequent invitations to dinner, particularly in 
the Upper Provinces, where the Enropean supplies 
for the table are so expensive, that beer and wine are 
luxuries which prudent subaltern officers deny them- 
selyes, Where people of limited incomes «lo not 
choose to meet at tea and spond the evening cheerfully 
together, invitations must necessarily be restricted, 
and can only occur at long intervals, These station~ 
dinners, as they are called, which in large canton. 
ments are only given by persons who can afford them, 
and in extensive societies bring people agrecably 
together, are the dullest things imaginable when come 
posed of some eight or ten individuals, who have 
nothing on earth to say to cach other when they meet. 

The family of the commandant of a small station, 
who were willing to promote sociability in any form 
that would be most acceptable to the circle aroma 
them, having failed in an attompt to introduca emly 
dinners and evening parties, were content sometimes 
to put off their own repnst for the convenience of 
their guests, and to seo company occasionally nfter 
the most approved fashion. The sncriflee of domestic 
comfort upon these occasions was very great indeed ; 


TIE JUNGLES. 53 


the disarrangement of houschold economy fonmed but 
a amall part of it, aa it was merely necessity to snh- 
stitute an early tin for the four o'clock dinner ; hut 
in incurring a certain expense, there was ne comincn. 
aurate grain in the golace of a dull and tedious day, te 
be got through, as usual, without exterior agsistance, 
There is nothing so fatiguing as cunui; at nightfall, it 
would have been much more agreeable to prepare 
for bed than to sit upon the ehubootur, or terrace, 
in expectation of guests, from whose conversational 
powers little pleasure could be anticipated ; and (re- 
quent repetition had diminished the amusement at 
fivst derived from the great absurdity of maldng ea 
formal and state affair of a necting between persons 
foeated in the same wilderness, and whose happiness 
might have been so much inerenaed by a more vational 
method of spending their time, At the hour presevihed 
by a goddess destined to yelgn supreme anidal the 
witamed savages, the wolves and hyenas of an Indian 
plain, these votarics of fashion began to arrive; carriage 
after carriage dvove ap to the doar, willl the whole 
council of ten were fairly set down from their vex 
pective vehicles; the ladies dresied in ball ative, and 
the gentlemen inecomfortable in the proapect of being 
obliged to ait with their Covet wader instead of on the 
tuble, without their due allowance of cigars. ‘fo 
inordinate eelflndulgence at home aight be traced 
the diMeultios of getting the station togethar tan 
soeinble and fidendly way; the doveneles of life hac 
become irksome to persons who were in the habit 
of lounging about their houses in deshabitle ; and this 
slatternly Juxary could only be relinquished for some= 
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thing in the style of those great entertainments, which 
seemed to them to be alone worthy of any sacrifice 
of personal comfort, The dinner of course was dull, 
the conversation confined to those common-place 
topics which may be made agreeable in a family 
party, but which offer lenten entertainment to a 
formal circle. After a few hours, wasted in vain 
attempts to amuse people who belong to the most 
difficult class in the world, © sort of universal joy 
takes place at the separation; the gueats are glad to 
go, the hosts are glad to see them depart, thoy have 
beon defrauded of a comfortable sleep ; they rejoice 
that a disngrecable duty has been performed, and that 
a considerable period will elapse before they shall 
think themselves called upon to perform it again. 

The penceably inclined console themselves with the 
iden that it is fur botter to vegetate in this way than 
to live in a state of warfave ; but there is generally 
at least one person in the comntunity who thinks 
otherwise, and who, for the sake of a little variety, 
contrives to pick a quarrel with his neighbours—no 
difficult matter, where there is a disinclination tu 
conform to the wishes of others. Indeed, it requires 
no inconaiderable portion of good sense and good 
temper, to avoid giving offence to persons who expect 
a great deal, and concede nothing; although they may 
refuse to lend themselves to any scheme proposed 
by the more active and social spirits, they are highly 
indignant when they are left out of such amusements 
as the place may afford, Should any strangers pass 
through, though they would never think of inviting 
them to their own houses, they take it much amiss 
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if they should not be asked to mect them at the 
more hospitable mansions ; they have no idea of heinys 
made conveniences of-——sent for when there is nobody 
else; and to be asked in the evening, when there is 
a dinner party, is an indignity to whieh they will 
not submit. In fact, such is the high tone of society 
in India, that no consideration of small rooms and 
limited space would excuse those who, in the attampt 
to bring a large party together, should ask a certain 
portion to join it alter dinner 3 it is a thing not te 
be thought of 

Twenty persons formed the utmost number which 
vould be accommodated at tnble in the bungalew 
before-mentioned, as the grand theatre of the station- 
dinners at a yemote jungle A regiment passing 
through, the family were anxious to invite all the 
sstrangera as well as the individuals composing their 
own civele, but it could not be accomplished; not a 
soul would eondescend Lo come to ten it was therefore | 
necessary to make a selection: the married people 
were asked, and the young men wero Teft to thet 
tenia. ‘Chere was no use in giving them the option af 
coming in the evening, they would have been offered 
by so gront amok of disrespect as the supposition 
that they could be induced to net ina manner se dere. 
gatory to their dignity. 

Pits spirit pervades avery part of fudla ; in Calentta, 
the sents att dinner party, vacaled by any unforeseen 
coudingonce, cannot be filed ups dadimate aequain 
tance, who would readily cone ina Celendly way at a 
day's notice, will not submit to atop a gap after 
invitations (o others have been sent out; where the 
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party, not intended to be a Inrge ono, has heen 
diminished by disappointments, the evil becomes very 
serious; upon such occasions, illnesses or deaths 
assume the character of affronts, foy the guesta who 
fulfil they engagements are, in nine enses ont of ten, 
annoyed ut having so few persons to meet them, and 
yeceivée the apologies of the maater and inistross of! 
the house with ill-concealed resentment, ‘The Mecles 
and the Persians appear to have given the laws to 
Anglo-Indians ; no innovation can bo tolerated, and 
young men, who in England would feel honoured by 
being invited to attend the Indies in the drawing- 
room, must in India be treated with all the respect 
and consideration duo to ago and yank; they are 
offended by any distinction, and the onsign, if invited 
at all, must be invited with the same form and 
ceremony ohserved towards his colonel, 

At the period of the relief, even the jungles par 
ticipate in the amusements which. the cold season 
produces all over India; they ave seldom or never 
entirely out of the line of march, and the influx ‘of 
strangers, although only for a couple of days, allords 
an agreeable variety to those who are happy to avail 
themeclvea of the change. Chance travellers pays 
through ovcasionally, even at the most hostile period 
of the year ; but in the cold woather, pleasing expectae 
tions may be entertained of the arrival of gucsts, 
bringing with them the news and fashions of more 
frequented places, ‘Phe appearance of a tnt iy always 
aignified by the servants of a family known to delight 
n the performance of the duties of hospitality, If" 
louble-poled, the inhabitent must be a person of 
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some rank; his name and quality ave speedily cise 
severed ; and, in nineteen cases out of twonty, this 
revelation brings with it a tolerably aceurate knaw- 
ledge of the disposition and charactor. 

People in India ave well known by report through+ 
out the whole of the preatdency to which they may be 
atlached, aud there aro fuw whose nequaintance ia x0 
little desivable as to exclude them fron tho houses af 
social individuals condemned to solitude during a 
considerable period of the year, Where persons of 
congenial dispositions meet in this manner, the acel- 
dental collision leads to valuublo fiendships, A well- 
informed, well-educated civilian, travelling with two 
or three cheats of hooks, by way of bepuiling time, in 
a lonely journey, proved to be a prize of the tirat 
magnitude; the day waa spent in lively discussion ; 
an interchange of*volunies took place, and as the 
residence of the owner of an extensive Hbrary wax 
only at the distance of three days’ mareh, a prospect 
was opened of the most cheering kind, since the 
assistance of a cooly could at any time procure a frcsh 
supply of standard works from the well-filled shelves 
of this accommodating veightour, The inhabitants af 
the station had been accustomed to send toa miserable 
civeulating brary, about a hundred niles off, for the 
“last new work by the author of Waverley,” and 
were often frin to be content with the refuse of the 
Minerva press: happy were they, whon the icon. 
scious meascnger deposited at their foot the luenbre 
tions of some popilar writer | 

Tho exquisite delight of rending a hook veally worth 
reading in an Indian jangle ia almost worth a journey , 

n8 
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to the wilds of [indostan, especially if it should arrive 
upon one of those sultry, oppressive days, in whieh 
the hot wind blows from a wrong quarter; when 
weariness and lisUcssness prevail, md each member of 
the family, stretched at length uponasof, eancheriatine 
hope of entertainment heyond that wlorded by a reverie, 
in which ho may transport himself to more genial skies, 
The dveary monotony of time passed in this nummer 
is sometimes broken in upon by the wexpected arrival 
ofa dak traveller, who makes his appearance witheut 
the note of preparation sounded by blows upon the 
tent-pins, A palanquin is seon making its way 
through the dust; the soiled, tnvel-stuined, weary 
look of the bearers, the baggage, and utensils heaped 
on the top of the vehicle, announce that it belongs ta 
a wayfarer, and presently it is deposited at the door, 
The servants in waiting rush in with the intelligence 
that there is a strange gentleman outside ; the magtor 
of the house, who is of course sitting without his 
jacket, makes a hasty toilette, and advances to receive 
his guest, who enters sometimes more than hall’ dead, 
red and roasted, by long exposure to hot air, cramped 
with lying for so many hours in a palunquin, and xo 
completely covered with dust that it $s difMenlt to 
determine what has been the original hue and texture 
of his gurments. He is ushered, in the first instance, 
to the bathing-room, where a plentifiil ablution, 
change of clothes, and a glass of brandy md water 
enable him to shake off his fatigue, and join the family 
circle. The transition from a hal, jolting conveyanco, 
a moving dungeon, to a spacious and comparatively 
cgol apartment, is the most enjoyable thing in tho 
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world 5 the inisories of the past are forgotten, and the 
lately subdued and jaded traveller soon becomes 
auffieiently reeovered to impart as much pleawre as 
he veeeivess A renewal of the journey in the cool af 
the evening ta anticipated without dread ; it is only 
when the grent distmice from station Co station obliges 
a European (o travel through the heat of the day, 
that much difliculty and aumoyamee must be endured. 
The natives, [indoos in particulary, choose the most 
oppressive season for long journeys, which they tre~ 
quently pertorne iv the hottest hours of the fou-and~ 
twenty, Marriage processions are then to he seen 
traversing the ronds in great abundance, and where a 
bungalow commands a view of the highway, a good 
deal of mmusement may be derived front the fantastic 
pomp eashibited upon these ocensions, ‘The poorest 
make a faint attempt nt magnificence; but their 
humble bridals are distinguished only hy yellow gur- 
ments and bhivingarmmpets 5 neither noise nov tromeriz 
is wanting, md the eyes are dagzled and the curs split 
ag tho revel yout poss tong. Camels, horses, palun- 
quia, aud rdeds, more or less omamented, accompany 
the mareh of the wealthy suitor; but itis only in the 
mariage seine of a great nan chat there is mined 
diaplay of wealth and grandou, ‘Tho wedding, or 
rather the betvollonent of a sen of a rich noble (or 
the bridegroun waa a child of eight or ten years eld), 
celebrated with all the pomp mul aplendour whieh the 
rane andl Cortiaw ofthe partied could conumund, allarded 
an agreeable spectacle to the dullest of dull canton. 
ments. The natives affect a great deal of state, and 
arako us much show as possible with the meang which 
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they possess ; accordingly the march was atretehed 
out to ita utmost length. A small troop of camels, 
jingling all over with bells, and riehly bedizened with 
tufts of various colours, led the van; behind thom 
came bullock-carviages, covered with acarlet cloth ; 
then. a company of grave personages, mounted on 
tattoos ; next, two or three open palanquing, eanopled 
with fringed curtains, in one of which tho litle bride 
groom gicamed and glittered like a rich ornamont in a 
velvet casket. After these, a stately elephant appeared, 
bearing a silver howdah, screened from the sun by an 
umbrella of all the colours of the rainbow ; this 
was followed by a disorderly troop of sumars or gol- 
dierg, ill-clad and ill-mounted, and trailing clumsy 
uncouth matchlocks and harquebusses slong 3 moro 
camels, more bullock-carts, moro servants, on horse» 
back and on foot, armed and unarmed, some carrying 
spears and bueklovs, and some blowing trumpets ; 
more elephants marching singly, at a great distance 
from each other ; more palanquins, some shut, some 
apen, and all decorated with gold and silver; und, to 
crown all, an old-fashioned English gig, with a non- 
deseript kind of harness and a horse of the alligatyr 
species, whetein two men in flowing. green robes and 
white turbans were seated, with strange incongruity, 
found a place amid a procession in which all elao was 
truly Asiatic. 

In gazing upon a spectacle of this nature, Envopeans 
are often startled by the apparition of an old conch, 
which looks ag if it had been taken off one of the 
stands of London, with a nativo head proudly stuck 
out of the worm-eaten, rat-caten, work-out, rusty 
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vehicle, to whieh neither paint nor varnish have been 
applied for many a Jong year, ghly delighted with 
n bellater garree (European carringe), they never 
trouble themselves about the manner in which it may 
be kept; and, ay long as it will hang together, how- 
ever tatterdemallion may be its condition, exhibit it 
on state occasions with undisguised exultation. 

The bringing home of the young bride, alter the 
betrothment had taken place, was rendered more 
picturesque by the passage through the cantonments 
being performed at vight. The bells of the camels 
aud elephants announced the approach of the eavala 
cade, and it certainly made a very splendid appearance 
by the light of innumerable lorchea, ‘The pulanquina 
glanced along like gorgeous birds, the fluttering of 
the fringed curtains being alone distinguishable 5 the 
camels assumed somewhat of a supernatural appear 
ance, as their nodding plumes, arched necks, and 
shapeless humps appeared and disappeared in the 
flickering glare; the elephants looked like moving 
moments of black marble, and strange monsters, 
flying grifing, and chimeray dive, might be dimly 
abaped out amid the promiacuons multitade of horse 
and foot, which spread themselves over the broad 
road; whilo the wild discord of the muse, and the 
shout and ery always an accompaniment of an Asiatic 
procession, joined to the partial Mumination of flaming 
torches, gave ‘to the whole an air of mystery and 
romance, and ve fineifil imagination could forbear 
associating the xajah, deapite bis attendant in the pig, 
with some potent magician, summoning good and oyil 
genii to his aid, in protecting or kidnapping the hope- 
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ful heir of a neighbouring monarch, In beholding 
these strange pageants, the wonders of an Arabjan 
tale become realities ; we avo no longer surprised at 
the wild phantasics of the authors; they may justly 
bo said to draw from nature, and to present to their 
readers, if not existing objects, things as they appeared 
in the chnotie confusion of men and animals crowding 
together at night. In driving home from late partics, 
in the Upper Provinces, Europeans frequently en- 
counter strange groups of very wneurthly eharacter ; 
incantation scenes, which would make the fortune of 
& manager of a minor theatre, and solitary individuals 
so withered and so wild in their attire as to be abso. 
lutely startling, Thiee or four domonine-looking 
personages, of rhorrid blackness, half-clnd in uncouth 
garments, will suddenly emerge from some ravine, 
brandishing flaring torches, and making tho air ring 
with discordant cries, and the clang of still more few 
ful instruments. They seem as W they were that 
instant, disgorged from the swbterrancan dominions of 
some mighty magician; and it is only by an effort of 
reason that the mind can be divested of the idea that 
these masquoraders actually belong to the invisible 
world, The performers are usually [Lindous, engaged 
in yeligious ceremonies, and they certainly contrive to 
equal in horror the most frightful descriptions of the 
writors of fiction, A disguise of this kind is sometimes 
assumed to cover desperate undertakings, and even 
bridal processions are made subservient to the designs 
of robbers, 

The treasure collected by officers employed in the 
revenue branch of the service, is frequently the object 
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of hostile atlempts. It is alwaya conveyed to a place 
of scourity under a guid of sepoys, and the officer 
commanding takes eare to eneamp in some: strong 
secure place, at a considerable istanco from a town 
or village, and where the approach of a baud of ma+ 
rauders may be easily deseried, But, on one vecasion, 
the robbers practised a ruse de guerre, which proved 
eminently sucessful ; they clothed themselves in yellow 
gaments, and, crowding together in the promiscuous 
throngs which are commonly assembled in nuptial 
eavalendes, effectually deceived the sentinels, who, 
looking upon them as the guests of some gay wad- 
ding, did not discover their real intentions until 
they were surrounded, and resistance was rendered 
hopeless. 

Tho inhabitants of a jungle-station frequently, 
during the cold weather, betuke themselves to canvas, 
and chinge the scene a Jitde by forming hunting and 
shooling parties in the most picturesque apots in the 
district, ‘ho ladies avo usually included in theae 
engagements, and when there is any eongeniality of 
disposition, a few days or weeks may be passed very 
Adlightfully in the wildest solitudes.  Hlephants we 
too expensive animals to be generally miaiutained by 
private individuals belonging to the Anglo-Indian 
community ; but as they are Indispensable in attacking 
the highout species of ganie, they are borrowed for the 
timo from the commissariat, ov from rich natives, who 
ave always willing Co leud then, or to aesigt in any 
sport which may require the aid of those imimals, 
whieh they dolight to train for the fleld, ‘Though 
hawka are frequently kept by Europeana stationed in 
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tho Upper Provinces of ILindostan, they ave seldom 
so numerous, or so well taught, as those belonging to 
native gentlemen, Ilindoos capecially, who, if’ they 
should be strict in their religious principles, ennnat 
enjoy tho pleasures of the chase, unless their falcons 
are so admirably broken in as to take the prey alive. 
Notwithstanding their scruples respecting the des» 
truction of animal life, they do not object to be 
present at the slaughter of a heeatomb of viclims. On 
one occasion, though no Tindoo could be found to cut 
the throat of a partridge captured by a hawk, and to 
whom a libation of blood was to be offered, a Brahmin, 
acting in the capacity of a chuprassee, readily relin- 
quished his sword to a Moosulman for the purpose, 
Hawking in India, to those who are not bent upon the 
extermination of beasts of prey, is one of the most 
exhilarating things in the world, and the sport is 
peculiarly suited to feminine participation, ‘I'o ladies, 
hog-hunting is of course quite out of the question, 
and thero ave very few whose nerves could stand 
against the terror and carnage of an expedition againat 
tigers, to say nothing of the fatigue to be encountered 
ina chase which frequently lasts for hours under x 
buming sun, Hawking, where there is less oxcitemunt, 
may be relinquished at please, and the pursuit of 
game leads the party into wildernesses far removed 
from the dwellings of man, The sylvan denizens of 
the soil are seon in their native haunts; tho majestic 
nylghau, roused at the approach of intruders, scours 
across the plain, or crashes through the boughs af’ x 
neighbouring thicket; herds of antclopes are seen 
grazing, and at every step the elephant puts up some 
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beautiful bird, or some atrange and interesting animal ; 
wolves and beara may he detected stealing of to a 
more secluded covert, whilst the poreupine utters its 
shrill cry of alarm, and the monkey gibbers at the 
passing pageant, 

Wild geege afford the best sport; they woar exceed. 
ingly high, and frequently bid defiance to the fileon’s 
adventurous wings, Smaller birds, partridges cape~ 
cially, have no chance of escape, and whon appearing 
on the edge of those basin-like valleys, which so 
frequently diversify the plains of India, their capture 
is scon to great advantage from the back of an elephant, 
as the apectator can look down upon the whole seene ; 
and following the flight of the hawk along the steep, 
where the fightened partridge hurries for shelter, 
observe the fatal preeision of his aim, and seo him 
pounce directly on the viclim, which he bears to the 
falconer in his claw. In sume parts of the country, 
the largest description of the hawk is tained to the 
chase, and its murderous talons are directed against 
antelopes and the smuller kinds of deer ; it darts at 
the head of the quarry, blinds and confuses it with 
{ts flapping wings, tears it with ils beale and claws, 
and finally snececds in depriving it of litt. Phis ig 
nol, however, a common exhibition, and is seldem 
witnessed except at the courts of native princes. 
Tunting with edectaks Cleapmrda) is more commonly 
practised ; but though the muncenvyes of the catlike 
parsuer are exceedingly curiona und interesting, ag 
they develop the nature and habits of the animal, 
there is nothing noble, generous, or exciting in the 
sport, ‘Nhe cheetahs, hooded like hawks, ave secured 
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by alight harness to a platform fastened on a bul- 
lock cart; their keeper holda the beasta in hin hand, 
und thoso who wish to obtain a good view of (he 
chase, take a seat beside the driver. Antelopes, accus- 
tomed to the sight of bullocks, will permit them (o 
make a much nearer approach than any less familiar 
animal, When the carts have arrived at a prudent 
distance from the herd, the driver halta, the eheclahe 
are unloosed, and espying the prey, they drop siloutly 
off the vehicle, taking care to choose the contrary side 
from that on which the deer are feeding, They steal, 
crouching along tho ground, serecning themselves 
behind every bush, hillock, or tuft of grass which 
may occur in their way, pausing ocensionally when 
there scems to be any danger of a premature alarm; 
each has singled out his victim, and, measuring the 
distance with an experienced eye, they dart forward 
with a sudden bound, Two or three springs cnaure 
success or disappointment ; the vittor alights npon his 
prey. But if a threatened antelope showld have the 
good fortune to escape the first attempt, no second 
effort is made; the cheetah veturns growling and in 
ill-humour to his keeper ; he has Jost his advantage, and 
sullonly relinquishes a field which must be won fairly 
by strength and speed. 

The poorer class of natives, who take up the oveu. 
pation of hunters for theiy own subsistence, or pecuniay 
emolument, sometimes avajl themselves of the servieus 
of a bullock in approaching within shot of a herd 
of antclopes. Theirs is a matter of bnsincay, not of 
excitament, and they have no idea of allowing a 
chance to the objects of theiy pursuit, A bullock 


MIN JUNGLES. 67 


is eavefally trained for the purpose, aud when his 
education is completed, he makes a quiet ontrance 
into the jungles, followed closcly hy his master, who 
contrives to screen himself completely behind the 
animal, ‘Tho bullock grazes carelessly as he advances, 
making circuitous and apparently unpremeditated 
movements 3 fit Inet he arrives at a conveniont distance, 
without having disturbed the unconscious herd; he 
then stands still, the shikarer, or hunter, fixes his 
clumsy matchlock along the back of the animal, ad 
still unseen takes unerring aim: down drops the 
devoted antelope, and away fly the rest of the herd, 
dispersed and out of sight in au instant, Europeans 
xvavely witness this kind of sport, if such it may be 
called; but it sometimes falls to the lot of a solitary 
traveller, who from some clevation obtains an extensive 
view over a wide plain, to have an opportunity of 
watching tho singular mancuvres employed by the 
hunter and his uncbuth agent, 

Where the weapons at hand are ineflivent for open 
wartive, suratagems mist supply the place of more 
generous hostility ; and even Avglo-Tndians are somes 
times compelled to adopt native arty, and when the 
agsiatance of loplumta camot be procured, they will 
condeseend to Jay a bait tora tiger, and sit: patiently 
ina tree wndil the flereo anhual shall repair to his 
evening repast, and they can shoot him while, in 
fancied security, he is indulging his appedte ; othera, 
disdaining such unwarlike defences, will encounter a 
liger singly on horachack. This is of course a very 
difienlt nnd dangerous enterprise ; few steeds, how. 
ever noble, can be brought to face an enemy of which 
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they entertain an instinctive dread. The vieinity of 
atiger is often discovered by the distreny and terror 
exhibiled by horses, which even in thoir atables have 
been known to fall into fits of trembling and perspira- 
tion, occasioned by their seerct conviction tat their 
foe is at hand; and when a hovsa is found sufiviontly 
courageous to encounter so terrible a savage, the most 
extraordinary activity, cuolness, presence of mind, 
accuracy of eye, and strength of arm, ave necessary to 
ensure the victory, The hunter, after puting up the 
tiger, wheels round him ina circlo at full speud, nover 
permitting, in the rapidity of his movements, a single 
moment for the fatal spring; and when the tyer, 
bewildercd and dazzled, offers an unguarded frout, 
pins him to emth with the thrust of a spear, Such 
enterprises must be of rave occurrence, and can only 
be contemplated by adventurous spirits delighting in 
the excitement produced by tho wild and dangerous 
sports of India, and anxiously berit upon braving the 
most fearful terrors of the field, 
Along residence in the Upper Provinces is extremely 
favourable to pursuits of this nature; during pro- 
tracted intervals of peace, active minds are driven 
to dificult and perilous exploits for the employment 
of thei vacant hours; inured to desperate hazards, 
should any real emergonee call for their services, they 
face grim-visaged war with stern delight; and though 
the scene is too distant, and the campaigns too anime 
portant to Europe, to attract much attention at home, 
the dangers dared and the dcads which ave done by 
the gallant youth of ow Enstern anny, are not 
inferior to the most spiritestinring enterprises chro» 
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nicled in the xevords of chivalry, Where there are no 
wild beasts Lo be encountered, filignes and hardships 
of another kind ave eagerly sought out, To ride 
easily and withoul sopping, Chat hayd-lotting benst, 
an express-camol, becomes an object of ambition, 
During the Malvatta war, one ar two eorpe of 
dromedaries were formed ; two men, completely armed, 
were mounted on each animal, but though traversing 
the country in an ineredibly short period of time, 
these troups were unserviceable, in consequence of the 
exhaustion of the soldiers, ovcasioned by the dreadful 
jolting of their mode of conveyance. Some European 
ullicers, however, will ride these camela at their 
swiflest pacos thus qualifying themselves for the 
conveyance of orders or despatches, should. their 
xerviees ever be required in that way, Meanwhile, 
it affords an agreeable diversion to beguile time 
destined to be spent in almost interminable sands ; 
and should duty or pleasure call them to leas remote 
atations, they astonish the fhatidious and refined socioty 
there, hy bringing to it habits and manners contracted 
in lonely and sequestered places, An European officer, 
mounted ona camel, is a ateange sight on the British 
aide of the central provinees of Indin, aud inevitably 
procures for him the appellation of jungde-wallah, 
Others exhibit themselves with their lair cnt so closely 
to their senile, for coulneas, as to look exactly as if 
they Jad just cxenped fram a mad-honge ; some people 
ask who the genQoman ia without a chopper, a witticlam 
which can only be understood by those who are versed 
in the architecture of country-hoats and bungalows, 
of which the thatched roofs are denominated choppers. 
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In the midland stations of Tindostan, a great dent 
of amusement may be derived trom the vinietios of 
costume and manners displayed hy avvivaly ftom 
Burope and Calcutta, and those Jyon the frontier 
towards the Timalaya or the deserts of Nusseeralind, 
Whore two Jadics avo dancing vis-d-tls in the mine 
quadrille, there will be a AjMevence ol at least ten 
yards in the skirts of thelr gowns, the onc expanding 
in the amplitude presevibed by a Landon or Parisian 
modiste, the other eramped in the narrow dimensions 
which obtnined at the period of her outfit same ten 
years before, A fow of the wardrobes of India are 
actual curiosities, presenting modes and manufactures 
now unhappily lost to the fashionable world, ‘The 
writer admits with shame ¢hat her attention was once 
distracted from a sermon by the contemplation of'amost 
remarkable fabric of cambric muslin, interwoven with 
a sort of lace-work, the like of which her eyes had 
never till that hour beheld ; at another timo, the vislon 
of a brown muslin spotted with gold absorbed avery 
faculty, and arrested a duo reply 10 burra beebee, who 
had regoued this antiquated piece of raiment from the 
depths of some neglected wardrobe, apparently w- 
conscious of tho extraordinary songation it would 
create, The gentlemen ave not a whit behind the 
Indies ; some of them affect the Asiatic atyle of dies, 
and wear long beards; elderly civilians have thelr 
clothes made by native dirsecs, afler the puttoma which 
they brought out with thom, and“ the most eceentric 
coverings for the head avo adopted, hats of straw or 
of white cotton, and foraging caps of every dusevip- 
tion; the newly-arrived dandy gazes with horror and 
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surprise 5 but his gay apparel soon loses its gloas 5 he 
finds it conventent to change his cloth cant for one made 
of shining China silk ; the dreases of the visitora from 
the jungles are reemadelled, and thus an equilibrium 
is preserved, and people in remote districts become 
enlightened on the subject of modern inventions, 


CHAPTER IV, 
AGTA, 


Ly this age of tourists it is rather extraordinary that 
the travelling mania should not extend to the posses. 
sions of the British Government in India ; and that se 
few persone are tnduced Lo visit seones and countries in 
the Kast, embellished with the most gorgeous produc. 
ons of native amd of art ‘The city of Agra is well 
worthy of a pilgrimage from the uttermost parts of 
the globe, you a very sinall number anid they who 
have spont many years in Tfindostan ave tempted to 
pay it a visibly and the civil and military vesldenta, 
together with casual travellers prasing through o the 
places of their destination, alone are acquainted with 
a elty bonating all the oriental maguificenee which 
imagination has pickaved from the glowing dcserip~ 
Gong of Knstern Calva. ‘The Smelfungua tribe is very 
numerous in India; necessity, and not a truant 
isposition,” has occasioned the greater portion of the 
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servants of the Company to traverse foreign lauis ; 
and the sole renurk frequently made by persons who 
have agjourncd anid tho marble tomples and citron 
groves of Agra, consists of a simple statement, that 
* it is exceedingly hot.” Bishop [cher, who poseaved 
nue relish for the sublime and beatiful, and whe 
delighted with all a pect's enthusiasm in die pleta- 
resque, has not done Agra justice in hin interesting 
narrative. IIe was ill duving the brief perind of his 
sojourn there, and had come immediately from Delhi, 
the stately rival of the city of Achar, This is the 
‘more unfortunate, aa his work, being very popular, 
and considered good anthority, has led a favourite 
writer of the day to powrtray ruin and denvlation as 
the prominent features of. Agta; whereas, though 
somewhat shorn of the splendow: i+ possessed in the 
times of the Moghul emperors, it iA sill a place of 
wealth aud importance, inhabited by rich natives, 
both Moosulmau and Hindoo, rand cwrying on an 
extensive trade. Should steam navigation ever he 
introduced with effect upon the Ganges and Jumma, 
there can be little doubt that the seat of goverment 
will be, at some time, removed from Crlowttn to a 
more central station, nnd the probabilities are greatly 
in favour of Agra being tho sclevtad apot. Jn this 
event, improvements of vast magnitude may he ox. 
pected to take place in the upper country. ‘She hill 
stations especially will bo bonofited by the influx uf 
visitors; they must necessarily bo enlarged; vols 
must be made, bridges constructed, gardens cultivate, 
and public buildings erected, until they will oli the 
aceommodations of European watering-pluces, in wuldi- 
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tion to the far superior attractiona of their acencry. 
Persons weary of Cheltenham, Baden, Spa, and other 
springs of fashionable resort, may take a trip to the 
Tlimulaya, and visit the souree of the Ganges by way 
af variety. Hyen now, it would be perfectly prace 
tivablo for a tourist, in senrch of novelty, to climb the 
heights of the Asiatic mountains to the limits of eters 
nal snow, that untrodden barrier which has defed, 
and will defy the adventurous foot of man, and retrain 
to England, without experiencing a single day in 
which the thermometer shall have risen beyond the 
hounds of moderate heat. By landing in Calcutta in 
the middle of October, four months of cold weather are 
seenred, a period sniflicient to admit of easy travelling 
through the Upper Provinces, vi Benarer, Tacknow, 
Agra, Bhurtpore, Delhi, nnd Meerut; from the latter 
station it ia only a few marches, or a three days’ jours 
ney by dék (post), lo Lindow, a sanatarium perched 
upon tho eps of the Whmalaya. ‘Shia place, and 
Mussoorce, another hill-eantonment, should form the 
head-quarters daring the eight months of heat endared 
in the plains; and in the following October, passing 
through the central provinces, and visiting Jyepore, 
Nusseerabad, Ajmere, and Mhow, the tourist may 
proceed to Bombay, and take his passage hone before 
the commencemont of the hot weather. 

To a lover of the picturesque, Agra ja one of the 
tiost dolighttid atations in India ¢ bat ag persons of 
thia description form a very amell portion of the com. 
munity, a vesidonce amid the splendid snonmuents of 
Moghul power ia not considered desirable, in conse. 
quence of tho alleged heat of the climate, and the 
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high prices demanded for the bungalows. Tt paskesten 
a garrison, consisting of one Harepenn ar King's carps, 
and threo of Native Infantry, with their requidite atall, 
under the command of 4 brigadier, ‘The military 
cantonments are the ugliest in India, heing situated 
upon a wide baie plain, enlivened only by a few Par 
kingonias,* trees which are too uniformly covered 
with yellow flowors to appear to advantyge when tot 
mingled with othera of more varied foliage, ‘The 
Jumna is completely hid from view by intervening 
sand banks, which also sliut out tha beaties aff the 
Taaje Mahal, with the exception of ity silvery dome ; 
and the exteriors of the bimgalows, with few excep» 
tions, are hideous, ‘They are usually built of brick, 
a material amply supplied by the mung in the neigh. 
bourhood ; the gatcloss and, sometimes feneeless eam + 
pounds, have a desolate appearance 3 and a handsome 
church is the only redceming feature in the scone, 
The houses, however, have good gardens, though the 
lntter are not made ornamental to the landscape ; and 
their interiors are remarkable for the elegance of the 
fitting-up, an abundance of marble furnishing chimney 
pieces, cornices, and pilasters of a very auporior kind 
of chunam ; and, instead of bave white-washed walle, 
the apartments ave decorated with handsome mouldings 
and other architectural ornaments, ‘Tho civil tines, at 
the distance of two miles, are much more heautitully 
situated, amidst well-wooded ravines, whieh, during 
the vainy season, are covered with a vordant campet 
of green, and watered by numerous nullaia ‘The 


* So called from having been intaduced iaty Cutie fom ine 
Cape by Colonel Paikinson, 
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roads ave excellent, and Kept in the finest arder by 
the labours of gangs of convicta, who are enploycd 
upon the public works of British India. Many of the 
houses belonging to the fauiliceof civilians are puckha 
and built in the atyle of those of Caleutta; others 
assume amore fringifil aspect, tho centre being com- 
posed of an abandoned mosque, or tomb, with wings 
sprending on cither side. 

Tho distance between the military and civil lines at 
Agra, constitutes a very considerable obstacle to the 
socinl intereourse of the station; throughout India 
there exists a degree of jealousy on the part of the 
former, which renders them tenacious of appearing to 
shew too much deference to the superior wealth of the 
judges and collectors, whom they fancy mut look 
down upon a poorer class, ‘There are, of course, 4 
few instances of civilians in high appointments, who 
hold themselves tiv nboye their less fortunate military 
compeera, @ set of persons who have obtained the 
coghomen of © Buhdduy,” a very significant phrase, 
borrowed from the title of honow: bestowed by 
natives upon great men, or assumed by those who 
dosive to give themyelves consequence 5 but, generally 
speaking, tho civilions, belng fewer in number, ave glad 
to pay attention to all the militmy in the neighbour. 
hood 3 and, nt lenat during my residence at Agra, they 
made fav Teas difficulty in coming over to die halls ie 
tha cantommentsy Un waa raiacd by the fimilica of 
oes, who frequently declined jnvitations to the 
civil lines on account of the distance, or beatae they 
would not recoive eiviliticn which they were winble to 
reun, ‘This sort of pride is very detrimental te the 
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society of small communities ; and ab Agri it anbwaty 
appears to bein full operation, the alation never having 
had a reputation for gaicty. 

There are no subscription-balls nt Agra, aud dancing 
depends mpon the hospitalities exercised by private 
individuals; a play ts occasionally performer ut the 
theatre, a building of no exterlor beauty, and whose 
properties are of a very inferior order; and races have 
been eatabtished, which, however, bear no praportion 
to the eclebrity acquired by those at Meerut wn 
Ghazeepore. 

Jt is in the city of Agra and its environk that 
intellectual persons must seek gratification. The Panje 
Mahal is usually deemed the most attractive object, 
and, considered in its character of a manaoleum, it 
has not its equal in the world. ‘The reader of Hastern 
yomance muy here realize his dreams of fairy lund, 
and contemplate those wondrous scenes ao fulthfully 
delineated in the brilliant pages ofthe Avablin Nights, 
fmngine a wild plain, broken into deep anndy ravines, 
the picture of rudeness and desolation, & tract aK 
unpromising as that which Prines Ahmed traversed 
in search of his arrow. In the midst of this horrid 
wilderness, a palace of deep red stone, inlaid with 
white marble, and surmounted by domed, and oper 
cupolas, appears, Tt is ascended by fights of Hepa; 
in the centre is a large elreulay hall, with a domed 
roof, and a gallery running yound, all in the most 
beautiful style of Oriental architveture, ‘Whis is the 
gate of the Taajo Mahal, a building which, in any 
other place, whould detain the visitant in rapture at 
the symmetry and grandeur of its proportions, and 
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the exquisite clegance of the finishing ; but the eyes 
have caught a glimpse of a delicious gurden, and the 
splendowrs of’ this noble entrance are little regarded, 
At the end of @ long avenue of gracetul cypresses, 
whose rich foliage is beautifully mirrored jn marble 
basing, fed with water from numerous sparkling foun 
tains, the Taaje arises, gleaming like a firy palace. 
It tk wholly composed of polished marble of the 
whitest hue; and if thee be any faults in tho archi- 
tecture, they are Jost in the splendour of the material, 
which conveys the idea of something even more 
briNiant than marble, mether-o'-pearl, or glistening 
spar’ No description can do justice to this shining 
edifice, which scems rather to belong to the fanciful 
creations af a dream than to the sober realities of 
waking life--constructed of gathered nioonberms, or 
tho lilies which apring in paradise. The mausvleun 
ig placed tipon a square platform of white marble, 
wising abruptly tq the height of about (welve or 
fifteen feet, the steps being concealed, which is 
perhaps a blemish, ‘Tho place of avtual sepulture is 
a chamber within this platiorm; reund it on three 
sides avo suites of apartments, consisting of three 
roan in each, all of white marble, having lattices of 
perforated marble for the freo transmission of air, 
ond opening to the garden, At each of the four 
corners of the platiorm, a lofty aiinaret * springs, 
and tho entre ds oceupied by wn octagonal building, 
erewned by a dome, surrounded by epen enpolus ot 

¥ 'Thesy milanreta, though beautiful in thamselves, haven 


formal appenrance na thoy stand, and look tao much like high 
and lender cxstles upon a gigantle chess-Lonrd, 
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inferior height. Nothing can be move beautiful or 
more chaste: even the window-francs are composed 
of marble; and it would seem as if'a part of Aladdin's 
palace had been secured from the general wreck, and 
placed in the orange groves of Agrae The plan of 
the building, which is purely Asintic, ia anid to have 
been the design of the founder, who placed the exeeu« 
tion in the hands of Soreignas of enrinenco, The 
interior is embellished with beautiful mosnics, in vieh 
patterns of flowers, so Celicutely formed, that they 
look Hke embroidery upon white satin, thirtyefive 
different specimens of cornelians boing employed in 
a single leaf of a carnation ; while agates, lapis lazuli, 
turquoise, and other precious materials, ocew in pro- 
fusion. The mausoleum, washed by the Jumna, looks 
out upon that bright and rapid river ; and ite gardens 
of many acres, planted with flowery forest trecg, and 
interspersed with buildings and fountains, stretch to 
the banks of the stream. It is truly a place which a 
votary of Mohammed would form from his ideas of 
the paradise of the true-believer, haunted by beautiful 
birds of variegated plumage, and filled with blossome 
of every scent and hua. 

No lover of ancient or modern times evor testified 
more genuine attachment to the memory of tho abject 
of his affection, than that whieh is recorded by thiv 
enchanting edifice, It was cvected under tho ausplees 
of the Emperor Shah Jehan, the son of Sobangtire, 
and the father of Aurungzobe, who, however, failing 
in his duty as a son, in his charactor of a husband and 
a father stands unrivalled. When his beloved wife, 
Moom Taza Mhal, lay dying, in the passionite anguish 
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of hia heart he assured her, that as, while existing, 
she surpassed in loveliness und virtue all the women 
of her time, so, after her decease, she should possess 
amomonent which should be unequalled in the world 
Ifo tufted his promise. It waa his intention to have 
built a mausoleum of similar magnificence upon the 
opposite side of the river, for himself, and te have 
connected both by a marble bridge across the Jumma ; 
but the troubles of his reign did not allow him 
to complete this superb design, and hia bones repore 
beside those of the object demeat to him while on 
earth, ‘To Shah Jchan’s strong paternal affection we 
ave indebted for our first aetUement in Tndostan ; 
he gave a grant of land in Bengal to m= Kngliah 
physician tavelling through Agra, as a token off his 
gratitide for the restoration of one of his daughters, 
whose malady was subdued by the stranger's skill and 
attention, 

In wandering ever the princely gardens of the 
‘Taaje Mahal, the monarch’s virtues alone cm be 
remembered, and it is with feclings of no common 
gratification that those who are not wholly ongrossed 
hy passing objects, add nu flower to the real coronnla 
daily atrewed upon the monareh’s grave. ‘Che natives 
uf Agra are juatly proud of the aaje Mahal ; they ave 
plensed with the admiration manifested by strangers, 
and gratified by the eare and attention bestowed to 
keep it in repairs upon Sunday ovenings aspecially, 
crowds of Moosuliana of all descriptions, rich and 
poor, visit the gardens, and contribute not a Hite, 
by thely picturesque groups, to the attraction of the 
Bcene, 
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At the distance of about a mile from the “ paluev« 
tomb,” for that is the signification of its name, stands 
the fort of Agra, a place of great atrength in former 
times, before the introduction of fre-arms. One side 
is defended by the river, the others are surrounded by 
high battlemented walls of red stone, furnished with 
turrets and loop-holes, and, in addition to several 
postern entrances, a most magnificent building, culled 
the Delhi-gate. Perhaps Lord Byron himself, when 
he stood upon the Bridge of Sighs, his heart swelling 
with reminiscences of Othello, Shylock, and Pierre, 
scarcely experienced more overwhelming sensations 
than the humble writer of this paper, when gazing, 
for the first time, upon the golden erescent of the 
Moslems, blazing high in the fair blue heavens, from 
the topmost pinnacle of this splendid relique of their 
power and pride. The delights of my childhovd 
yushed to my soul; those magic tales, from which, 
rather than from the veritable pages of history, I had 
gathered my knowledge of castern arta and mms, 
arose in all their original vividness, T felt that I wae 
indeed in the land of genii, and that the gorgeous 
palaces, the flowery labyrinths, the orient gema, aud 
glittering thrones so long classed with ideal aplen- 
dours, were not the fictitions offspring of rommnce, 

Europe does not possess a more interesting velque 
of the days of feudal glory that that afforded hy the 
fot of Agra. The interior presonts a auccession of 
inclined planes, so constructed (the stones with whieh 
they are paved being cut into grooves) that horses, 
and even carriages may pass up and down, The illus. 
trations of fortified places, in Fyolosart’s Chronicle, 
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offer an accurate representation of these ascents, where 
knights on horseback ave depicted riding down a steep 
hill while descending from dhe walls. 

The fort is of very considerable extent, and contains 
many objects of interest and curiosity, ‘Che Mootee 
Musjid, or pen! mosque, disputes the pahn of’ beauty 
with the Taaje Mahal, and is by many persons pre- 
ferred to that celebrated edifice, Neithor drawing nor 
degcription can do it justice, for the purity of the 
moaterinl and the splendour of the architecture delly 
the powers of the pencil and the pen. An oblong 
hall strotches ita avendes along one side of a noble 
quadrangle, surrounded by richly sen}piured cloisters, 
whence at intervals spring light and clegant cupolas, 
supported upon slender pillars. She whole is of 
polished white marble, carved even to the very slaby 
that compose the pavement; and when moonlight 
irradiates tho scene, the effect is magical. 

Acbav waa tho first of the Moghul emperors who, 
preferring Agra ha a yesidence to its neighbour Delhi, 
embellished and beautified the city; his name, ax the 
“ mighty lord,” is of course held in great reverence 
by tho inhabitants, and his tomb, a gorgeous pyra- 
midieal atrncture, at about five miles distance, is 
scarcely loss an object af admiration than the Taaje. 
ho durbar, or hall of audionce, a magnificent apart- 
ment, {a converted into an arsenals but the marble 
palace remaing nearly fu dio same slate in which 
it was loft by the Jants, when the city waa taken by 
Lord Vale, After tho beatiful buildings ulready 
mentioned, iis palace, though vory rich and splendid, 
hing comparatively litle to recommend it, If, however, 

n8 
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wanting in the external attractions of ila prouder 
vivals, it is not Jess interesting on account of the 
recollections attached to it, having been the residence 
of some of the most celebrated conquerors of the 
East, It ig plensantly situated upon the banks of the 
Juma, which its baleonied chambers overlook, ‘The 
hall, formerly ceiled with silver, is still a fine apart 
ment ;:but the smaller suites of rooms, being more 
singular, are more interesting to a strangdr. Theao 
ave mostly of an octagonal form, leading out of each 
other, or connected by a smaller antichamber ; they 
are composed of white marble, the walls, floors, and 
yoofs being all of the same material, the former 
decorated with mosnics of flowers rudely executed in 
many-coloured agates and cornclians, The windows 
open upon narrow balconies, having very low parapet 
walls, which overhang the Jumna: the bosom of the 
river is gay with boats, and the opposite bank finely 
planted, and adorned with bright pavilions glancing 
‘vom between the trees, or raised upon some jutting 
voint of land. From these suites, flights of warble 
tairs lead to the roof, which is flat, and commande 
still nobler view. The plan of the palace is very 
urious ag seen from this clevations with the excep. 
don of the range of buildings fronting tho river, 
it is laid ont in small quadrangles, ench with ita 
garden or its bath in the contre, Ong of these, 
destined for a retreat during the hot winds, is partle 
eularly curious. It contains a square apartment of 
tolerable dimensions, unprovided with windows. The 
walls are lined with fintastic ornaments of spar, silver, 
and other glittering materials, intermixed with small 
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oddly-shaped pieces of looking-glass ; the pavement 
is cut into channels, for the purpose of allowing a 
perpetual flow of running water in the hot season. 
Mere the emperors were wont to retire during the 
most sultry hours, substituting the glare of torches 
for the light of day, and admiring, doubtless, the 
barbaric splendour with which they were surrounded, 

The palace of Agra has been frequently irradiated 
by tho presence of the ‘Light of the [arem,’ tho 
beantifl Nowmahal, one incident in whose eventful 
life has been immortalized hy the pen of Max. Moore, 
The marvellous adventures of her history might fll 
a volume. Shere Afkun, the husband who stood 
between her and a throne, was one of the paladins of 
Eastern chivalry, and the decds imputed to him, by 
authentic records, are only to be paralleled in the 
pages af romance: he seems to have formed his cham 
racter after that of Rastum Khan, of some other 
povtical here equally celebrated. He ia said to have 
rushed unarmed {ipon a lion, and quelled the monster 
single-handed ; and when, after a hundred victories, 
in perilous adventures, in which his ernel master 
involved him, for the purpose of procuring bis death : 
he toll at Just, in a struggle with twelve assessing; he 
yielded vather to the determined hatred of the king 
dian to the weapons of hia niurderera 5 dheowing 
away 4 life embittered by ingratitude, Novrmahal, 
by her intrigues for her children’s olevation, her 
eaprice, and hor revenge, endangered the sceptre of 
her imperial husband a thousand times, yet maintained 
her ascendancy over him to the latest period of lite, 
Onee he was wrought upon, by the representations of a 
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faithful friend, to consent to hor death, but could not 
refuse a farewell interview: the consequences were 
such as had been predicted ; sho regained her influence, 
and the realm was again distracted by civil dissension. 
Highly accomplished, according to the fashion of her 
country and the age in which she flourished, Nour 
mahal was indeed the ‘light of the harem;’ her 
inexhaustible fancy devised new schemes of pleasure 
for each day and hour, and in her seductive society a 
luxurious monarch forgot his duties as well as his 
cares, Nourmahal can make no pretensiona to excel- 
lence as a wife ; for, ifnot consonting to the persecution 
of her first husband, she tacitly annctioned his rival's 
pretensions, while to her second she brought discord 
and ruin; but, as a parent anda child, she seems to 
have acted in an exemplary manner. 

On the opposite bank of the Jumna, near the alately 
gardens of the Rambaugh, snid to have heen originally 
planted and laid out by Jehanghire, stands one of the 
most beautiful specimens of Orvidntal nrchitecture 
which India can boast the tomb of Utta ma Dowlah, 
‘he beloved father of the empress Nourmahal. Anxious 
0 ensure its durability, she proposed to erect this 
nonument of silver, ag # lesa perishable material than 
stone; but some judicious friend assured her that 
marble would not be so liable to demolition, and, 
accordingly, timo alone has injured a building whieh 
the Jauts were not tempted to plunder, It is lament. 
able that the British Government should have limited 
its expenditure to the repairs of the ‘Cnajo Mahal, and 
that so beautiful a gom of art should be suffered, for 
want of the necessary repairs, to full into decay ; 
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its surrounding gavden is now a wilderness, destitute 
of fences, and this exquisite monument is left to the 
cave of a few poor natives, who lament over the neglect 
sustained by the great lord, once the pride and glory 
of the Fast, ‘Phe attention paid to the dend, forms a 
beautiful trait in the Moosulmaun character. King 
doms have passed away, and dynasties have fhiled, 
and while nothing of the magnificence of the silent 
tenants of the tomb is left save the namo, thoi graves 
are still honoured and respected, and flowers are 
strewed over them, and lamps ave burned, by those 
who have long submitted to foreign dominion. Utta 
ma Dowlah's tomb fs one of the most attractive spots 
in the immediate neighbourhood of Agra. [tis within 
the compass of a morning or evening dive; and the 
gardens of the Rambaugh, in its close vicinity, are as 
splendid as those we vead of in the Arabian tales, 
From the roof of this monument one of those views 
ave obtained which, once seen, can never be forgotten, 
Tho blue waters of the dumna wind through a rich 
champnign country, with gardens stretching down on 
cither side to ite rippling current; opposite, the city 
of Agra, with its brationed fort, its marble palace, 
aplondid cupolas, and broad ghauts, intermixed with 
trees, stands, in all the pomp of eastern architecture 
helow, in silvery pride, the lustrous Thajo Mabol is 
aeons and, fi aa the eye can reach, country-houges, 
decorated with light pavilions springing close to the 
nuargin of the alyeam, diversify the landscapes 

The tomb of Achar, like that of Uuta ma Dowlah, 
is lapsing into a alate of dilupidation, Its aplendid gate 
is threatening to fill, and che once luxuriant park is 
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now wild and desolate. It is on the road to this 
celebrated mausoleum that the deeny of Agra is 
most visible; at every step, we pasa the remains of 
houses, which shew how far the eity formerly extended. 
Secundra, 2 village in the close vicinity of Achut's 
tomb, also has fillen from ita high estate, and exhibity 
a succession of ruined buildings, Its name affords 
ane of the numerous ovidences of the fond belief 
entertained by the natives of Uindostan, that Alexander 
the Great crossed the Indus, Ay he could only have 
traversed India as its conqueror, it is extraordinary 
that they should cling so tonacionsly to the idea; but 
numerous towns, which he is supposed either to have 
founded or visited, are named after him Secundra, and 
the people imagine that they possess his remains; & 
tomb at the summit of Secundermallee, a mountain in 
the Carnatic, being said to be that of Alexander, 
Probably the invasions of somo of' his successors may 
have led to the error: but it is one too strongly 
cherished to be abandoned, for all tastes reverence his 
memory, and boast his exploits as if they had cause to 
be proud of both, 

‘The mausoleum of Acbar is of a charactor admirably 
suited to the splendid barbarian to whom it Ja dedie 
cated, It is more difficult to describe than the ‘Cuaje 
Mahal, to which, however, it does not hear the 
slightest resemblance. Superb colonades of white 
marble sweep on either side a gigantic pyramid of 
red stone, Below, in a dark vault, illumined only by 
a single lamp, lies the body of Acbur; but ench of 
many storied avising above contains a sarcophagus, 
placed over the spot where hia remains are interred ; 
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and the lofty building terminates in a square roofless 
chamber of white marble, whose walls are perforated 
in exquisite patterns, and which enclose the Inst and 
the most beautifil of the marble collins, Narrow 
flights of stairs lead to a terraced platform surrounding 
fow corridors, and decorated at the angles with open 
cupolas, faced with blue enamel and gold; a second 
(light leads to another platform of smaller dimensions, 
similarly ambellished, and a third and a fourth atory 
succeed. ‘The view from each is magnificent, and the 
design, though certainly grotesque, is rendered majestic 
by the air of grandeur imparted by the inmoenac size 
of the building, At Futtehpore Seeri, md at Deeg, 
distant a few marches from the city of Agra, there 
are equally splendid remains of Moslem glory. 
Bhurtpore alao, the atrong-hold of the Jauts, and 
Gwatior, a fort supposed ta be impregnable until 
stormed and taken by a young British officor, the 
residence of’ Seindia, are within an easy journey ; 
together with Muttra and Bindrubund, the seats of 
IKndoo suporatitfon, which possess aoveral extremely 
euvioud and angient temples. The profusion of marble, 
with which Agra abounds, has been brought fron 
Qodipore, and the adjoining district of Bundelkhand 
lag furnished ils more precious stones, 
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CHAPTER V. 
SHOPS AND SHOPPING. 


‘Tue attentions and flattery which ladies, who 
possess any claims to admiration, veeciye in India, 
must be exccedingly gratifying to those who are 
consoled by auch homage Cor the loss, or rather the 
curtailment, of one of the most delightful recreations 
of the sex—namely, shopping. In many parts of the 
Upper Provinces, years may elapse without affording 
an opportunity for the purchase of a single European 
article, excepting by commission, Friends at some 
distant station must be applied to; and should the 
supply of goods not be very superabundant, the refise 
of the bow-wallah's stores we remmaged over, and 
the purchaser must take what she can get, and be 
thankful, 

Remote inland stations are very rarely visited by 
travelling merchants, who are afraid of incurring 
the expense of the conveyance of thelr goods upon an 
uncertainty, and thus trade is wholly confined to native 
dealers ; a solitary box-wallah making his appearance 
occasionally, and asking upon his arrival such an 
extravagant price for his merchandize, ne to render 
the purchase almost ont of the question, Europeans 
are expected to pay exorbitantly for the products 
of their own country when the supply is scanty ; and 
Jadies have often the mortification of .sceing an article, 
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for which a very fiir prica hos been refused, figuring 
on the peraon af one of theiv attendants, who has got 
iu for next to nothing. Stations on the river are 
better supplied ; few bonts ome up without bringing 
some small {nyestment, by which the dandies (boatmen) 
hope ta Increase the profits of their voyage } and 
European shopkeepers frequently engage a dudgeroi, 
frelyhting the vessel with all sorts of articles for 
which there is my demand, Upon thelr arrival at the 
ghaul, they send a catalogue round to the different 
vealdent fumilies, with the prices aflixed, and too 
frequently a tantalizing notice, “all sold,” against the 
itema most in request, 

The joy with which the arrival of any long-desived 
object 1s hailed, of which the attainment was nearly 
hopeless, is great. Ladies’ slippers, especially of 
European mantieture, which happen to fit, seem like 
« blessing sent from heaven, after having gona almost 
barefoot in the soft, il-shaped, spongy-soled shoes of 
native construction, Tven Chinese Crispina, though 
they are by fay the best ta he found in Indin, and 
bear a very high reputation, do no supply their fair 
customers with those Cindevella-tika stiocs, which 
along are filled for delicate feet. The upper portion 
may he constructed of heantiful and appropriate 
inatorlula, antin or prunella; but there da always a 
fulling-of in the soles, whieh are mado of Teather 
not suiictently tanned, while tho heels ave never 
properly sffoned, Native shoemalers aueceod better 
with genJemen's boots, &e., those from Turope soon 
becoming tuo hard to he wearable. The happiest 
efforts of Huby muat be disewrded for a base imitation, 
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which has the merit of being more comfortable und 
better suited to the climate, A wide strect in Culentta, 
called the Cossitollah, is almost Med with the shops 
of Chinese shoe-makers, who make satin slippers, to 
order, at four shillings a pair, and prunella or jeu 
for three, Jt seems e thriving trade, these operatives 
being always well dressed in the costume of their 
country, wearing upper garments of silk when they 
walk abroad, or repair to European houses to take 
orders and measures. Some of the native shoes are 
very handsome, but they can only be worn by foreign 
residents as slippers when in their dressing vooms ; 
the heel, though it may be raised at plensure, is laid 
down across the imer part of the sole; the points are 
peaked, and turned up; and the whole is stiffened 
with embroidery, beneath which a very small portion 
of the cloth or velvet composing the shoe is to he 
seen, 

The only shops in Caleutta whigh make much shew 
on the outside, are those of the chemists and druggiste, 
who bring all the London prssion for display to 4 
foreign country ; they exhibit splendid and appropriate 
fronts duly embellished with those crystal vasea, in 
which gems of tho most brilliant dye appear to he 
melted, ‘They are flourishing concerns, and the esti 
blishment of manulaclories of soduewater Ihag added 
not a liltle to their profits, Until of late yenra, this 
refreshing heverage, which forms one of the greatest 
luxuries in a tropical climate, waa imported from 
Durope and sold at a very high price; thero is now 
a large establishment at Fattyghwy, which sends out 
supplies all over the upper country, 
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An officer, having a bigh command at the time that 
Java was taken {vem the Dutch, found a mineral 
spring upon the island, of bright sparkling bubbling 
water, as delicious and velveshing aa that which, when 
battled, and stmaped with the seal of the Duke of 
Nassau, wavela to every quarter of the globe. He 
inatantly made the discovery known to the captain of 
a trader, who freighted his veascl with it for the 
Caleutta market, where it obtained a rapid sale; but 
it does nat uppear that any permanent advantage was 
derived from this event, or that the Dutch government 
were aware of the existence of this fountain, which 
apringa in the midst of a thick forest, and is in all 
probability only the resort of the poor natives in ita 
vicinity. 

The European jewellers’ shops in Caleutta are large 
and handaome ; they do not make any shew on the 
outside, buat the interiors are aplendid ; the pavement 
af one or two ja of marble, and the glasa-cages on the 
various counters display a tempting variety of glit« 
toring treasnres—ciamonds of the first water, pearls 
of price, with every precious stone than can be 
named, in vich profusion. ‘The setting of these goma 
ja exeecdingly beantifl, and necording to the most 
fashionnble patterns of London or Paris, neither off 
Unose places boasting a more superb assorbmont ; but 
tho prices are ao suinons, that it is wonderlul where 
suficiont custom can be obtained to support establish 
ments of tho kind, of which there re at least four, in 
addition to the vast number of native artisans, who 
are not only exclusively employed by thelr own 
countrymen, but daa great dea) of work for Eyres 
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ot 

peanss Nothing could be more unconscionable dun 
the profits which English jewellers sought and obtained 
for their goods in those days in which wealth flowed 
into Caleutta from many sources now cut of, Litherto 
the European shopkeepers of Calcutta have transucted 
business in the most arbitrary manner, according to 
their own devices, without any reference to the 
regulations of trade at home. ‘They have had ne 
competition to dread excepting with the natives, whose 
retail business, though extensive, hus been carried on 
ina silent, unostentatious manner. 

Formerly, an idea was entertained that Ewropean 
goods could only be obtained in perfection from 
European dealers ; but this notion is now exploded, 
and it will be seen, in the course of these remarka, 
that the shopkeopers of both countries obtain their 
supplies from the self-same sources, It ia the policy 
of Europeans to cast a stigma on their native com 
petitors ; for, living at an expensive rate, they ae 
obliged to charge cnormously for their commodities ; 


* The jewellers, especially, set 10 bounde to the exorbltuuee 
of thelr demands, Tho counterpmt of a gold smelling-bottlo 
set with precious stonca, which was sold In London for Afteen 
pounds, hed the modest prico of seventy aflxed to itn Cuteutta, 
Acommon chain of hair, with 4 locket attached to ft, of the 
plainest description, was chaged suven pounda tens not being 
executed according to order, it was sont buek for alteration, and 
sixteen shillings added to the original bill, tor the reoperation 
Of the blundera mado by the workmen, A peifumer charged aix 
shillings for an old bottle sent with a aumplo which was disp. 
proved; and whole pages might bo Alled with similar Instaneen 
of the utter diaiain of the recognized principles of trade exhibited 
by the shopkoepais of Crleutta, 
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whiie the humbler-minded native, whose whole 
establishment is maintained at a very small cost, is 
enabled to sell at a fair profit, In thei anxiety to 
sevure the genuine productions of Wolinan, or some 
other noted London house, families have sent to the 
agoredited agents af Uhesa traders in Calcutta, paying 
of course the highest price, and have afterwards dige 
covered that the vender, being out of the article, has 
kept the messenger waiting, while he despatched one 
of his own people to the bazaar, where it was to 
be had for about a fifth part of the money put dewn 
to theiv account, 

Fortunes, however, are not accumulated in’ the 
vapid manner which might be surmised from the, 
immense profits thus obtained ; the gouse fa too often 
killed for the sake of its golden oggs, mud customers 
ave driven away in disgust by aoine picco of xapacity 
practised upan them, The princely atyle of living, 
also, affected by Galentta shopkeepers, forms another 
drawback ; they spend nearly as much as they gain, 
there being little or no difference between the estublish- 
ment of a firsterate tradesmen and that of a civil 
sorvant. ‘fhe modest few, who aro content to occupy 
their houses of business, und who do not display close 
curnlages and services of plate until Chey have realized 
aufticiont gapltal for the indulgence of such luxuries, 
runt Inevilably aequive considerable wealth; at lenst 
the opportunity has heen afered ander the old regime. 
Tut the stern necessity for rolrenchment felt by so 
lave a portion af the commanity, and the paralyzation 
of trade eonaequent on the late failures, together with 
the hoat of ndventurers, which the alteration of the 
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Enst-India Company's charter will in all probability 
send out, cannot fnil to effect a striking change in the 
mercantile classes of Calcutta. 

Next to the jeweller’s shops, the most magnificent 
establishment in the city is that of the principal book- 
seller, Thacker and Co.; there are others of inferior notes 
which bave circulating libraries attached to them ; 
but the splendid scale of this literary eampmiun, anil 
the elegance of its arrangements, place it fay above 
all its competitors, The profit obtained upon hooker 
is more moderate than that of any other Hurepean 
commodity, the vetail prices being entirely regulated 
by those of the London market ; rupees are reckoned 
for shillings ; a book which is sold at the publishers at 
home for a pound, ix charged at twenty rupees in 
Caleutta ; and, considering the cost of freight and 
insurance, the perishable nature of the commadity, 
and the very great care vequisite to secure both leaves 
and binding from being injured by,damp, or devoured 
by insects, the price cannot be considered high, Boolca 
intended for sale must be carefully taken down from 
the shelf and wiped every day, and not only the aut- 
sido, but the interior also, must be examined; a work 
of time which, in a lage establishment, will oveupyt 
a great number of servants. The warping of aplencid 
bindings in hot weather, and the ruata and mildews af 
the rainy season, must bo, taken into aceount; while 
the white ants being no respectors of engravings, 
notwithstanding the greatest care, a hiatus will somes 
times he visible in the centre of gome superb apecimen 
of art from the durin of Vinden, Heath, or others of! 
equal celebrity, ‘Che most expensive standard works 
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ave always procurable at this establishment; and 
though it may be cheaper to literary clubs and book 
societies to import their own supplies from London, 
go much muat be left to the diseretion of the agent 
employed, and, in the trade, there ig such great 
temptation to get rid of ussleable volumes, thal, in the 
end, little saving is eflected, 

Immense consignments of books sometimes come 
out to Culentta, through different mercantile houses, 
which are sold by auction, and are often knocked down 
for a mere trifle, American editions of worka of 
eminence also find their way into the market at a very 
chenp vate ; and those who are content with bad paper, 
worse printing, and innumerable typographical errors, 
may furnish a libyary of the best authors at a smatl 
expense, ‘he way in which a fashionable novel fs 
Yot up is of Jitdle importance out of London, where an 
inelegant appearance wonld condemn the ableat pro- 
duction of tho day,; but in works of seionce, and 
thase intended for the diffusion of useful knowledge, 
the iistakes and misprints, which ave of constant 
ocourrence in dhe American editions, may produce 
niiachiavoua connequences. “The inhabitants of Cale 
cutta or its occasional residents, can alone be benefited 
by the shoal of hooks brought upon the coast by a 
fleot more than ordinarily freighted with literary mer. 
chandize, ‘The supply at out-stations never is supers 
abwneant 5 it fa only in such places as Meerne and 
Gawnpore, that booksellers’ shops ave to bo found, 
and thelr cutelogucs are excerdingly scanty, people 
generally preferring to send to Coleutta than to take 
the ehaneo of what may be obtained from a shop- 
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keeper, who has not sufliciont custom to lay in an 
extensive stock, At the Capo of Good Topo, the 
bench is said sometimes to he literally strewed with 
novels; an occurrence which takes place upon the 
wreck of a ship freighted from the warehouses of 
Paternoster Row; and certninly, in the streets of 
Calcutta, those who run may read; for books are 
thrust into the palanquin-doors, or the windows ol’ a 
carviage, with the pertinacity of the Jews of London, 
by natives, who make a point of presenting’ the tithe 
‘pages and the engravings upside down, Some ol 
these books seem to be worthy of the Minerva press 
in its worst days ; and it is rather curious, that novels 
which are never heavd of in England, halbound in 
the common pale blue covers so long exploded, and 
which do not figure in any of the advertisements osten- 
tatiously put forth on the wrappers of magazines, &e., 
are hawked about in the highways and byewnys of Cal- 
cutta ; and, as they arenotexpressly intended for foreign 
markets, it must be presumed, though the fact appears 
doubtful, that there is some sale for thom at home, and 
that “ Mysterious Invalvemente,” “ Errors af the 
Imagination,” and “ Deliente Dilemmas,” atill find 
supporters amongst the twaddlers of both sexes, 
Though the jewellers must be styled the roination 
shops of Caleutia, the establishment of Moana, ‘Tulloh 
and Co. may be called the Howell and James of the 
city of palaces, It is seldom without n vast concourse 
of carriages at the door, and the attractions within are 
of'a superior order. On the ground-floor, a lvge but 
by no meana handsome hell is set apart for Muietions 5 
a pulpit is erected in the centre, and every degerip- 
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tion of property (houses, horses, carriages, &e. down 
to thimbles and needles) comes under the hammer in 
the course of a short time ; sules of all kinds being 
very lrequent, Tho auctionsvoom is accessible to 
moles along; it Jy open to the entranee-ball, but should 
a lady wander by mistake inte the forbidden precinets, 
sho becomes the talk of Calcutta ; it is an act of grif- 
Anism, which strikes the whole community with 
astonishment and horror, A broad flight of staiva 
leads to 0 suite of apartments above, in which there is 
a multifarious assortment of mevchandize, oddly enough 
conwasted, the merest trumpery being often placed in 
juxtaposition with articles of great value, The walla 
are hung with faved engravings, many of them from 
plates nearly worn out, intormixed with others of a 
superior deseription, and a fow bad paintings; an 
accurato knowledge of the art being confined to a very 
anudl number of persons, and the worrt spechnens 
having as good a chqnce, especially with the natlyes, of 
procundug purchasers, as those of a higher order, The 
tahlea and countors ave covered with glass enses, con- 
twining various Kinds of British and Loveign bijonterie + 
othors snppoert Jaanenso quantities of China and glass, 
lamps, liatres, aul mirrors; there are quantities of 
wilk meveory and Hnen dyapory, and apbelstery of all 
sorts, AL ono Ume, a tempting collection of furniture, 
en suite, fiited for u boudoby, war displayed in these 
ware-rooma, which would have formed an appropriate 
decoration Cor the moat reekerehé cabinet of the fhivest 
queen in the world. It consisted of a work aofa, and 
civculm table, six chairs, and a cone of the beauti- 
ful black lacker, which even Chinese art cannot imitate, 
VOIn 8 
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The landscapes were of the richest and moat splendid 
enamel, and the cushions and draperies of pale green 
damask, They had been made in Japan, to order, 
from drawings or models sent from Caleuttn, and 
were therefore of the most fashionable and approved 
form. 

The gentleman who had despatched this splendid 
commission did not live to see it completed, and it was 
consigned by his executors to Messrs, ‘fulloh and Co, 
to be sold for the benefit of the estate, Many bright 
eyes were directed towards these clegant decorations, 
although the circumstance of their not being of Muro 
pean manufacture lessened their value in the catima- 
tion of the greater number of guzora, who would have 
preferred glittering trumpery from France, The ox~ 
pense rendered a speculation for the Hnglish market 
rather hazardous; the price of cach chair was fow 
pounds, which, together with tho freight and tho ad 
valorem duty imposed at the custym-house of London, 
would have rendered it too costly for a fair chance of 
profit, Stuffed Chinese birds, beauti{ully avranged in 
glass cases, are amongat the rarities of Mesars, ‘Lwllah's 
emporium ; these were reckonad cheap at fifty pounds 
a caso, and in all probability found purchasers in the 
captains of trading-vessols, Native sivears, who spent 
English, attend to acquaint the visitors with the dis 
ferent prices of the articles ; but there are no chair 
for the accommodation of the ladies, who, in the hot. 
test weather, must cither walk about, atand, or sink 
exhausted upon the stairs, Large consignments of 
goods, to be sold by auction upon some fature day, 
are frequently exhibited ; but ladies, however anxieits 
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they may be to become purchasers, are not permitted 
to aelect any of the lots at a fair price, although the 
sale may he go peremptory as to amount almost to 
giving them away, Such ia the despotism of custom 
at Calenttal Fluniug advortisements, which put the 
ornate and claborate productions of George Robins to 
shame, draw crowds of carriages to Trlloh’s rooms ; 
and great is tho disappointment of tho fair visitants, 
when, na it frequently happens, they see the old. 
remembered articles in their accustomed places, as 
well known as the Ochterlony monument, with as 
little chance of ever being removed from their site, No 
abatement whatever is made in the price, in conses 
quence of the dilapidations which time may have 
ocensioned 3 bargains are only to be procured at ance 
tions, and the stock remaing on hand during tine 
immamorial, while newer aid more fashionable impor- 
tations of the sme nature are knocked down to the 
highest bidder forsany (hing they will fetch. 
Mackenzie and Lyall, and Leyburn and Co, have 
establishments similar to that of Messra, Tulloha, but 
neither so extensive nor go aplondid. The sirens in 
attendance (line gentlomen, profasely arrayed in white 
muslin, and evidently fhtlening upon their profits), 
assume n cavalier air, and soem to take any disparage. 
ment of thelr employers’ goods in high dudgeon, 
Ancton-vooms are attached to tho promizes of both 
these parties, and the heads of all the establishments 
are expected to officiate in tin, ‘Chis ia a sine gud 
nou, ond many gentlemen who would otherwise have 
devoted their time and property o mercantile pursuita, 
have been prevented from entering into a partnersbip 
v2 
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with these firms, in consequence of the unplearant 
nature of the duties, According to the old system, 
an auctioneer, however respectable his connexions 
might be, and whatever his previors rank, was nat 
admitted into society. The rigid exclusiveness of 
etiquette has somewhat relaxed in the present day, 
and military and civil servants do not object to meet 
at other houses, or reccive at their own, those persona 
who were formerly considered to be quite beyond the 
pale, Still the ascent of the rostrum is considered to 
entail tho loss of caste ; and it is supposed that the 
rigid enforcement of the rule is made to preserve 
equalily amongst the partners of the establishment, 
who are, or were, all rendered equally unpresontable 
at the vice-regal court, 

Besides the quantity of goods daily disposed of at 
auctions, there are vast accumulations, which seem to 
be utteily fo.gotten, in the godowns, ov warehouses, 
belonging to every merchant. The tem applied to 
these receptacles is a conuption of the Malay word 
Gadong, The vausacking of the vaults and store- 
places of Calcutta, and the discovery of all the alrange 
things which the vats and white ants have left uncone 
sumed, would be an amusing employments What a 
quantity of forgotten lumber would sea the light! 
Patent lever fids, and other vaunted inventions, equally 
at a discount, lie moulderiug in these recesses with 
things of greater value and utility, crates of china and 
glass, hardware, perfumery, &e &o, Perhaps in no 
other place are there auch muherous commodities put 
out of sight, and totally out of memory, aa at Catoutta, 
The consignecs who have fuiled to dispose of’ goods 
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according to their invoice pricca, and who have not 
veeclyed instructions to sell them by auction, allow 
them to choke wp their warehouses without an effort 
for thelr rescue from oblivion. AML that is perishable 
is, of course, speedily demolished—n destiny litte 
anticipated by the saguine speculator, who perchance 
hoped to lay the foundation of his wealth in the Cal- 
cntta market. 

Though this market is sometimes overstocked with 
the luxuries of the table, yet as the “caters of han 
and the eaters of jam,” as the Europea community 
have been styled by a witty writer in the Bengal 
Aanual, avo inantiate in theiy demand for the sweet 
and savoury importutions from ofl, pickle, and confee- 
tionary ehops, they form the aufest investment, Upon 
the arvival of a ship freighted with preserved salmon, 
lobsters, oysters, herrings, and other exotic fish, hans, 
veindver-tongues, liqueurs, dvicd fruits, and a long 
list of foreign daintits, the wholesale purchaser, anxious 
to sell them in their freshost and purcat state, usually 
puta forth a series of advertisements, jn which the art 
of pufling is carried to ita fullest extent. Nothing ir 
too absurd to he printed in the Culoutta newspapers ; 
the vauntinga of Day and Martin must hide their 
diminished heads before thow whieh figure in our 
eastern porodicala, Namerous pons aro engaged in 
the composition ; the young men in the Buildings,” 
the grand patronizors of tiffina nnd suppors, frequently 
lending their asstatince at a rounding paragraph, and 
encouraging the perpetration of divers oxverable jokes 
and fiumillay invitations in che worst taste imaginable. 
Oheese, in theso shops, is aold for Unreo shillings a 
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pound ; ham frequently at four, and every thing ele 
in proportion. 

Iappily, the economical part of society may Curnish 
their tables at a cheaper rate, ‘The native baznwrs af 
Calcutta, in which Europe goods are svld, though 
not very tempting in appearance, are well socked. 
They consist of a collection of narrow streets, furnished 
with shops on oither side, some of which have shew- 
rooms on the upper floor, but all darker, dirtier, and 
more slovenly than those in the fashionable quarters 
of the city. Tho Soodagurs, fut, sleck, well-drensec 
men, clad in white muslin, and having the mark of 
thelr caste (if Iindoos) painted in gold upon the 
forehead and down the nose, stand at thelr dao, 
inviting customers to enter, Capital bargains ave to 
be obtained by those who are willing 4a encounter the 
‘eat, fatigue, and abominations which beget their path, 

t is not, however, necessary to inspect these districts 

1 person, as a sirear may be employed, or aumples of 

ie goods sent for. The millinery exhibited in these 
places is absolutely startling, and people ave praded 
to guess how it cam ever be disposed of ; but Uits 
mystery is solved by an apparition not unfrequent, 0 
half (or rather whole) caste fomale—-for many of the 
Portugueso are blacker than the natives—belonging 
to the lower ranks, attired in the European costume 
No Christian of European descent, however remote, 
ever wears a native dress, Rich Indo~Britigh ladies 
attire themselves in the lntest and newest fashions of’ 
Pondon and Paris, greatly to thelr disndvantage, since 
the Iindostanee costume ia so anuch amore hecoming 
to the dark countenances and plinnt figures of Engler 
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beauties: those of an inferior class content themselves 
with hibilimenta Jess in vogue, caring little about the 
date of their constraction, provided the style be 
Europe. At native festivals, the wiver of Porltu+ 
guese dmmmiers, and other functionaries of equal 
rank, are to be seen amid the crowd, amvayed in gowns 
of blue antin, or pink erape, fantastically trimmed ; 
with entin slippors on their (eet, their hair full-dressed, 
and an umbrella carried over their heads by some 
rigged servant, making altogether an appearance not 
yory unlike that of Maid Marian on May-day. To 
these ladies, in process of time, ave consigned the 
Dlonde lave, ov silver lama dresses, to which, on their 
first avvival in India, #0 exorbitant a price was affixed, 
that nobody could venture to become a purchaser, 
After displaying themselves for years in a glass case 
at Teyhurn’s, they suddenly disappeared, remaining 
int the deepest oblivion, until some lucky box-wallah 
procures a customer unaequainted with the changes 
whieh have taken place in the London fashions since 
the period of their debit from the boutique of a first. 
rate profvysor, 

Amidst an intolerable quantity ef rabbish, articles 
af value may be pieked ont; dhe pieee-goods are equal 
to thase which are obtainable in magazines of higher 
protenstons, and the hans, cheeses, ajleman's aloes, 
&eo are of the best quality; and farnitire, palanquins, 
iu short, all the necoraries and conveniences af life, 
ava to he found at these bazaars ‘The shopkeapers 
ave, for the most part, very rich; native settlers in 
Caloutta having devived more benefit from tho ineveas- 
ing opulence of the city, Uian any other class of its 
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inhabitants, since the greater part of the wealth flows 
through their hands, Uaving large cupltala, they 
are enabled to puvchaso the wholo of a cuptain’s 
inveatments direct from the ship ; the principal Jnro- 
pean establishments do the same, putting about twenty 
per cent, upon the original price, Miny of an inferior 
class, having no ready money, me obliged to go into 
the China bazaar, and buy from the natives (perhaps 
upon credit) those European commodities they are 
unable to procure at first-hand ; yet these mon Jive in 
the same style as tha large capitalist, driving about in 
the streets in buggics, and disdaining tho thrift and 
economy which their brethren at home avo compelled 
to practise. 

Under the British Government, the Mussulmans or 
Yindoos, who have accumulated property, aro not 
raid of making « display of it in their shops or 
archouses; destitute of those apprehensions which, 

tho days of anarchy and despotiim, embittered the 
yjoyment of riches, they pursue their avocations with 

a keenness and avidity which bid defiance to all rival 
efforts. Ready-money customers do well to make 
thelr purchases of persons willing to soll at a thir 
profit ; but thore is some danger of getting into debt, 
or borrowing largely from a Uindoo, Lhe Jowsemn 
class of persona with whom, in other places, pecwulary 
dealings are to be dreaded—form in Caleutta go anal 
a portion of the community as setreoly to be worth 
naming, They have little chanco againsl the sirea'y, 
banyans, and money-changers professing Lindovism, 
whose usurious practices far exceed any thing reluted 
of the seattered tribes of Israel, 
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Shops at up-country atutions, without being half 
so well supplied, are generally ten times dearer than 
those of Caleutta,  Raspherry-jam, the preserve most 
in request at an Indian table, bears a most preposterous 
prices ajar, whieh is sold in London for about four 
ghillings, will cost twenty-four, and can never be 
purchased for leas than sixteen. The charge at 
Cuwnpore for half-a-pint of salad-oil is six shillings 5 
and, in a camp, @ two-pound square jar of pickles, and 
a pine cheese, have sold for three pounds each—rn 
acl of extravagance in the consumer which is without 
any excuse, the native pickles being infinitely superior 
to those brought from England, aud the Wissar cheeses 
of fav better quality dian the importations, which ave 
always clther dry or rancid, 

‘Theva avo at least half-n-dozen French and English 
milliners of note setlerd in Caleutta, some of whom 
niake regular voyages to Paria and London, for the 
purchase of their own investinents, ‘The displays of 
their shew-roomd jabuteriully depend wpon the shipping 
arrivals; sometimes there isa beggurly account of 
q@mpty boxes,” and at others the diferent apartments 
avo veplolo with Gemptations, ‘The high rents of 
honges, in good situations, in Caleutta, and the neces« 
ally of keeping largo catablishmonts of servants, 
preclude the possibility of obtaining goods of my 
Kind, at these fudrionable marts, at low prices. ‘Ihe 
williners of Caleutta aeom to depend entirely wpon 
supplies fron Envope ; they have never thought of 
enlisting Chinego manutaetuves inte their service, 
Large importationa ef silks, gating, damnske, erapes, 
&e. arvive fiem Canton; and some of the higher 
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orders of native morchants have pattern-hooks to 
shew, filled with the richest of those fabrics woven in 
the most exquisite patterns ; but tho ladies of Caleutta 
disdain to appear in dresses which would he eagerly 
coveted by those of the great capitals of Kurope, 
Chinese silka and satins are seareely Lo be aeen fn any 
of the shops; if they should be wanted, they must be 
sought ont like the Cashmerea, the Dacca miusling, 
and the Benares tissues, concealed fiom publie view 
in chests and warchouses, At half tho expense of 
their present apparel, the Calentta belles might be 
more splendidly attived than any female community 
in the world ; but the rage for European frippery is so 
grout, that the most magnificent fabrics of the Mast 
would have no chance against a painted muslin, Tl 
these rich products were more seen, the purchase 
would be more highly appreciated; but the custont 
of the country, founded in all probability on the 
deleterious effects of the climate, forbids the outward 
shew which forms the characturisti¢, and the attraction 
also, of a London shop. The dampness of the atmos 
phere of Bengal is ruinous to every delicate article 
exposed to its and the natives of India have not yet 
learned the methode by which carotid Tnglish dealers 
presorvo their atock from dust and dilapidation, nor 
ean they acquire these arte from their Turepean ene 
ployers, who are in a great measure ignorant of the 
principles of trade, and ave indueed to become general 
dealers in consequence of finding it the most profitable 
speculation. The indolence occasioned by the hent 
is usually too great to admit of much poramnal 
superintendence ; the details are left to native assis. 
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tuts, and, with very few exceptions, every lind of 
merehandize is huddled together in confusion, or 
avnoged in the most tasteless manner. 

‘Choe jewellers and the catabliahment of the leading 
hooleseller have already been exempted from this 
charge, and the praise which their respective owners 
merit, muat be awarded to the Huopean preprietars 
of a shop, the prettiost in Caleutta, devoted wholly 
4o the sale of Chinese gooda. There is a constant 
succession of new articles to be secon in this shop, 
eaptaing of traders and people desirous of sending 
presenta (a England, apeedily sweeping away the 
whole stock, The goods ave charged at about double 
the price for which they may be purchased at Canton ; 
bat there ave always many pretty things which 
come within the reach of humble purses, and the 
plivilege of looking: over some of the most beantild 
apecimone of human ingenuity is worth a few rupees. 
‘This shop, thoughenot large, oveupies a good aituation 
upon the Explanade; it is remarkably clean and 
cheertul, offering a striking contrast to the dens af 
divs and darkness, which in many party of the city 
Tooke more like yat-holes dha the empoiuns af 
Uiavopean goods, ‘he dao ig geucrally Chonged 
with carvinges, and din the hot reavon there fa some 
diMiculty in gelling up to it; the yarrermans, or 
conehmnen, af Calentta, ignorant of the atiqnette 
practised In Hngland, do not draw off at the approach 
of mothor vehicle with a perly to set down or take 
up or want of seme arrangement of this kind, 
there ara perpetual contests for mastery ; and thnid 
people, or these who have a thin attendance of 
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servants to clear the way, prefer walking a few yards 
to disputing possession with the carriago nt the door, 
In narrow passages, oquipages are obliged to Arive 
away to make room for cach other ; but where apace 
will permit, it seems a point of honow amongst the 
coachmen to cause ag much contusion and hubbuh as 
possible. Lyery body drives on which aside the youd 
he pleases to take, eithor left or right; and, considers 
ing the vast number of carriages which assemble ini 
the public places, it is wonderful how fow accidents 
occur, 
Daring the cold season, ladies may shop in Calentta 
without my personal inconvenience, and many are not 
to be deterred by the heat from purauing so fuvourite 
an amusement. The arrival of adventurers from 
#rance, who hive apartments for the display of their 
oods, is a great temptation ta venture out; these 
eople, who ave anxious to get away again with the 
essel which brought them, usually underacll tho 
agular shopkeepers, disposing of tho stock remaining 
m hand by public outery, a favourite method all over 
India, Upon some of these occnsions, amazing bin 
gains ava to be had, of which tho natives nsunlly 
avail themaelves ; boatmen and others upon the very 
smallest wages being enabled to mako purchuses, which 
they are certain of golling to advantage in the upper 
country, though at a hundred per cent, beluw the 
regular price, Lnglish captains of vessls have been 
known to open a warchouse on their wit account, and 
to sell theix investments by retail; but whether the 
experiment answered or failed, the example haa not 
been generally followed, The first avvivala in. tho 
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market, or those freighted with goods in demand, of 
course, apeadily get rid of their cargo; while the 
yomalnder ave frequently compelled to male great 
sacrifices. ‘The pale tle, go much in request at an 
Indian table, is often sold at a dead losa, and may be 
had ovensionally at Caleutta at threo or four rupees 
a-dozon to the consumer; but it is never procurabla 
at the sume comparative rate of cheapness in the 
Mofussil, Should the now steamboats, which have 
been sent out from England, prove successful in the 
nayigation of the Ganges to Allahabad or Cawnpore, 
vast additions aud improvements will take place in the 
shops already established at those and the intermediate 
stations, ‘Lhe reduced yate of Tavopean goods, and 
the more general introduction of articles of native 
manufacture, will enable the British residents of 
India te live as well upon inferior allowances, as (hey 
wore acenstomed to do in the days of splendid incomes 
and profuse expenditure, Mango, corunder, hybisens, 
guava, mid various other jnms and jellies, when pres 
pared without an admixture of spice, are quite equal 
to the finest of Holliman’s fraita, Dana and baeon 
can be as well cured in India asin Bugland: and the 
table at least many be independent of every uropean 
irticla exeepting wine and heer, while yory excellent 
cider may be unde from molons. 

AN the muster) ineirmenta aed in India are 
importation: aa yet no mamfactory of the Ind has 
heen ventured upon, Very few eurringes are brought 
from England, there being a largo coach-muker's 
establiviment of great celebrity in Caloutta, besides 
athera In different parte of the country ; same main. 
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tained by TEuvopeuna, and others by natives, who 
work from the instructions of gentlemen, especially 
artillery and engineer officers, posscasing amateur 
acquaintance with the art. All sorts of harnesa ancl 
saddlery have attained great perfection nt Cawnpors 
where the natives work upon leather with much 
suecess, producing such delicate articles oa white hid 
gloves of a very fair quality; their saddles and Diidles 
are exceedingly neat and clegant, and if not so durable 
as those of English make, ave infinitely cheaper. The 
price of a hunting-aaddle and bridle imported fron 
England is twelve pounds, while those manufactured 
at Cawnpore may be had for one, equally good in 
appearance, though thoy probably will not lost quite 
so long, ‘Ihe great demand for leather at Cawnpore 
has proved very fate) to troop-horses, and thaw of 
travellers proceeding to that station, ‘The villages, at 
the distance of a march or two, ave inhabited by gangs 
of miscreants, who do not hesitate to procure so 
lucrative an article of commerce by the most nefarious 
means, It ig their custom to poison the wells, or 
otherwise to administer some doleterious mixture to 
the horses encamped in their neighbourhood. ‘Chey 
either die immediately, or drop upon the road during 
their next day’s maveh, and their aking are stripped 
off and sold at Cawnpore, It ia suldon that a native 
of India can be detected in hia knaverles, Aller many 
vain attempts to discover the perpetrators of thear 
enomnities, gentlemen who lost their horses came tos 
determination to defeat the projects of the wretches 
by whom they had been destroyed, Upon the death 
of any animal, they had it flayed instantly by thei 
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own people, and either carried away the skin or 
caused it to be burned upon the spol, ‘This plan 
hes at length proved effectual: the horse-killers, 
tired of their vain attempts to seenre the object 
of their villany, allow the most tompting studs to 
pass unmolested, the ¢hanadars in the neighbourhood 
having yevelved orders to warn oll travellers of the 
danger, and to recommend them, in the event of any 
casualty amongst their cattle, not to leave the skin 
bebind. There is an exceedingly good English conch- 
maker settled at Cawnpore, and very excellent and 
elegant carringes are made at Bareilly, « place famous 
tor the beanty of ity household furniture, which is 
painted and lackered with much taste, and in a pecu- 
Siay manners 
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‘Tint precious incense of tha vose, the alta-yool, 
so celebrated throughout all the civilized parts of the 
world, ia produeed in considerable quantities in the 
gvdeng round Ghazeepore, A. paradixy of’ roses 
conveys onehinting ideas of floral pomp and luxu« 
wince to the imind, Taney decks the seene with 
brillant hues j-parterres, where idle zephyys wanton 
through the day j-—emopics, flinging their living 
tapestry of buda avd interweaving leaves over banks 
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and beds strewed with the blossoms which the sighing 
broeze has senttered, Sober reality, however, dispuls 
these gay illusions ; the cultivation of rosea nt Chances 
pore is e mere matter of business; and the extensive 
fields, planted with the brightest ornament of’ the 
garden, do not invest the station with the attractions 
which ave conjured up by 4 poetical imagination. 

The Indian rose, though its very nme seems to 
imply distinetion, can only sustain a comparison with 
its European sisters in the fragrance which it yields. 
It is beautiful, for could a rose be otherwisa? hut, 
excepting at Agra, it docs not attain to the magnificent 
size common in Fengland, nor docs jt present the 

afinite varieties which adorn our gardens, ‘Ihe culti- 
ators of India are content to take what the hand of 
ature has given them, and resort to few aids [ur 
ie improvement of her lavish benuties: to a lange 
najoiity, the rose appears to be tov valuable a plant 
to be made the mere embellishment of a bouquet, and, 
for commercial purposes, that which they have fonnd 
indigenous to the soil proves quite aulligient, 

England is not the land of romance, but her hop« 
grounds are far more beautiful than the vine-wreathed 
vallics of France, or the rose-gardong which bloom 
in the East; unfortunately, thoy are associated with 
breweries and ale-cusks, and want the classic clegance 
which surrounds the bowl, brimmed yith the yed 
gtape’s ruby flood,—the lingering svent which olingss 
round odoms crushed, and makes them sweeter stills 
The rose of an Tuglish cottage, clambering from 
lattice to lattice, and mantling over the rustic poreh 
in bright redundance, is infinitely more attractive 
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than its Indian namesake, We do net see the roses 
of Oriental climes spreading thomselves over avches, 
or flinging down their erimeon wealth in xich red 
cluaters. ‘Phey bloom sparingly upon a low shrub, 
which ia kept to a dwarfish sizo by tho gardoner’s 
knife, and the full-blown flowers boing carettdly 
gathered overy morning, the treea rarely present the 
loxurianco of loaded boughs dvooping beneath the 
woluht of tholr silien treasures, 

The roses of Ghazcepore are planted formally, in 
large fields, occupying many hundred acres of the 
adjacent country, ‘The flush of theiv flowers, when 
opening to the morning ray, and enanielling the 
vordant carpet of green sprend over a sunlit plain, 
camot fail to delight the eye; but would afford far 
greator pleasure if divorsified with botvers and laby~ 
vinths, trellises hung with gavlands, and crimson 
clusters peeping between the Inxuriant foliage wreath+ 
ing over Jong arcades. ‘Lf the voluptuous Moghula 
ever celebrated a festival of yoses in Bo appropriate a 
scena of thoir Indian conquests, no traces or tuemorlals 
now remain da Gt the spot with recoRections of the 
Vloral fate. Lho gathoving of the tlawers, gither at 
ila commencement or Ha close, ig mnaccompanied by 
thove bright revela, which srem to be abnost insepare 
ablo from a harvest of roves No gny troops of 
youths and maidens pile the glowing treamues Jn 
osiar baskals, ox wreathe them yvound thei brows, 
The work is performed, systematically, by a multitude 
of poor labourers, who, while carefully securing every 
full-blown flower, think of nothing excopt the pice 
which will repay thely easy toil. 
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The first process which the roses undergo is that 
of distillation. They are put into the alembie with 
nearly double their weight of water, ‘The goolfdhee 
padnee (rose-water) thus obtained ia poured into large 
shallow vessels, which are exposed uncovered to the 
open airy during the night. The xarnes, or jars, are 
skimmed occasionally ; the essential oil floating on the 
surface being the precious concentration of’ aramd, 80 
highly prized by the worshippers of the rose, It 
takes 200,000 flowers to produce the weight of a 
rupee in alta, This small quantity, when pure md 
unadulterated with sandal-oil, sella upon the spot at 
100 rupecs (£10): an enormous price, which, it is 
said, does not yield very large profits, A civilian, 
having made the cxperiment, found that the rent 
of land producing the above-named quantity ol alla, 
and the purehase of utensils, alone, came to £5 3 te 
this sum the hire of Inbourers remained still to be 
added, to say nothing of the riskeof an unproductive 
season, 

The Damascus, or rose of Sharon, is the flower 
in most esteem in some parts of India; in others, 
the common cabbage, or hundredsleaved rose, ia Uhe 
favourite, The oil produced by the above-mentioned 
process js not always of the same colour, being somes 
times green, sometimes bright amber, and frequently 
of a reddish hue, When skimmed, the praduec ts 
carefully botued, each vessel being hermetically sealed 
with wax; and the bottles are thon exposed to the 
strongest heat of the sun during several days 

Young Indies in England, who spend the rosy 
months of June and July in the country, and who can 
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command a hol-howse where the thermometer vises to 
100° ay 120°, might wy the experiment of manufaes 
turing ala: 200,000 roses eaukd cantly be obtained 
hy levying contributions upon friends and neighhars; 
and from the rose-water they would yield, ponved 
into China vases, and placed amongst the pine-apples, 
Aclicnto hands might be employed to oxtract the 
floating essence, 

Rose-wator which has been skimmed is reokoned 
inferior to thal which retains its essential ofl, and is 
sold at Ghazeepore at a lower price; though, according 
to the opinion of many persona, there is scarcely, if 
any, perceptible difference in the quality, A seer (a 
full quuvt) of the best may be obtained for eight 
annas (about 1s.) Rose-water enters into almost 
every part of the domestic economy of the natives 
of Indins it ja used for ablutions, in medicine, and 
in cookery, Before the abolition of assure (presents), 
it made a pmt of theffering of persons who were not 
rich enongh to load the trays with gifls of grenter 
yalne. [tds poured over the hinds after meals; and 
al tho festival off the Zool, all the guests are pro- 
fusely sprinkled with it, uropeana, suffering under 
Attucks of prickly heat, find the uae of rose-water a 
great alleviation. Natives take it htornally for all sorts 
of complaints 5 they consider it to be the sovereignest 
thing on earth for an inward bruige, and can de 
Cologne camo he mare popular i France than the 
Hooluabee piutnce in, India. Rose-water, alse, when 
bowed, is exposed to the sun for a fortnight at least, 

The environs of Chazeepore are execedingly pretty, 
planted with fine forest trees, which may he supposed 
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to bear the nests of dulbuls, haunting the gardens of 
the rose; though, whether the nightingale of the Hast 
ave found in this district, I cannot vench with any 
degree of certainty, having only heard and scen thoue 
divine warblers in cages. Birds, however, abound: 
the branches are loaded with the pondulous nests 
of the crested sparrow, and the blue jay sports in 
dangerous proximity to the Ganges, being selected at 
a barbarous Ilindoo festival as a victim to the cruel 
Doorga, At the annual celebrution of her inhuman 
rites, these beautiful birds are thrown into the river ; 
and though sometimes rescued by Europeans, who do 
not share in the superstition that it is unlucky to 
intermeddle with the vengeful goddess's offorings, they 
seldom survive the immersion, ‘T'here are sone fine 
old banian-trees in the neighbourhood of Ghazeepore; 
one, in particular, which overshadows a ghauf in an 
adjacent village, may be atyled the monarch of the 
Ganges, This tree, as well as ths peepul, is sacred ; 
and when a Brahmin takes up hia abade under ita 
boughs, it becomes an asylum for all sorts of animals: 
the fine old patriarch of the woods near Ghazecepore is 
the haunt of innumerablo monkies, which actually 
crowd the branches, and gambol along the steps of 
the ghaut, perch upon its balnstrades, and play their 
antics with the bathers in perfect security, and in mul- 
titudes which remind the gazor of rabbits in a warren. 

Snakes are very numerous in this part of the 
country, and their deadly enemy, the mungoose, is 
frequently seen on the wateh for the vicuina which 
he pursues with unrelenting animosity. Both natives 
and Europeans, who have witnessed the encounters 
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of these extraordinary animals with veromons reptiles, 
ave convineed that the mungoose is acquainted with 
an antidote to the poison, which medical men of the 
highest eminence have pronaunced to he mortal, 
refusing, in many instances, to ylold to the strongest 
repellent known (eau de luce), » remedy sometimes 
administered with success, It is certain that the 
mungoose frequently xeccives very severe bites in its 
conflicts with the snake; that after being wounded it 
is seen to retire, as it is supposed for the purpose of 
applying the antidote, and that it will yeturn again 
to the charge with unflinching vigour, never relin« 
quishing the fight until it has succeeded in destroying 
its opponent, he mungoase is often domesticated 
asa pet, for the purpose of keeping houses free from 
snakes ; and thus amateurs have constant opportunitics 
of witnessing its combats with the cobra de capello, 
Its movements are so exceedingly rapid, that no one 
hag yct been able to spllow it to the plant which yields 
the specific; and scientific men have not hitherto 
thought it worth their while to ascertain this interesting 
point hy a sories of experiments. 

CGhazeopore is the quarter of a King's reginont of 
infantry, and is reckoned a very desirable station, on 
account of the easy nature of the duties, and the 
healtinesa of the climate. In times of peace, upon 
the fancting of Maropean corps al’ fot soldiers, it has 
uanally been the ongtom to nilew them to make the 
tony of the provinces by slow degrees, resting, during 
intervals of two or theee years, cither at Berhampore, 
oy Boglipore, on their way to Dinapore, Ghazcepore, 
Gawnpore, and Meerut. This practice, however, has 
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been departed from in the ene of the 26th regiment, 
which, almost immediately after its arrival at Fort 
William, was marched up to Kurnaul, a frontier station 
on the distant borders of the Company’s territories, 
The Upper Provinces being considered infinitely more 
healthy than the low plains of Bengal, it would be 
advisable, if not interfering with the welfhvo of the 
service, to send King’s corps into the inferior at the 
first season in which it would bo practicable to pei form 
along march, ‘The proccas of acclimation is attended 
with a melancholy catalogue of deaths, when it is 
carried on in the damp districts near tho presidency. 
Though Dinapore has the advantage of a dry sandy 
soil, cholera is no stranger to its cantonments ; and it 
is not until the arrival of a regiment of Ruropenns at 
Ghazeepore, that much hope can be entertained of 
clean bills of health in the medical report. 

King’s troops are very expensive appendages to the 
Company's territories ; the cme,and attention neces« 
sary for the preservation of their lives, generally has the 
effect of unfitting them for the duties which a soldior 
is called upon to perform in a colder elimato; while, 
in despite of the pains taken to ensure their health 
and comfort, their existence in India must be fiw lesa 
pleasurable than a life of toil and hardship under o 
moo genial atmosphere, Dering many months, 
European soldicis are doomed to spend their whole 
lime in imprisonment and idleness; thoir parades take 
place very carly in the morning, and after the daily 
exercise is over, they must confine themselves to thelr 
barvacks, They are strietly enjoined not to proceed 
to the bungalows of their officers upon duty, in the 


. 


GUAZELPORE, {19 


heat of the sun, without an umbrella, and it is no 
uncommon sight {0 meet a private with a black atten» 
dant carrying a chatiak (awning) over his head, The 
ponny fiterature of the day would be Invahuible, could 
it yeach the stations of Enropean soldiers jn India 
with the regularity and cheapness of its production in 
Englund, for reading is their grand resource. TTappy 
are those who find in the Bible every book they need ! 
Religious exercises form the consolation and the oceu- 
pation of many ; but there is atill a very large majority 
who veqnire other aids to fill up their time, Books 
are, unfortunately, rather a scarce commodity, and 
notwithstanding the establishment of regular libraries, 
want of funds renders the supply inadequate to the 
demand, 

Commanding officers have usually the good sense 
to encourage, or at least to sanetion, intellectual 
amusements. Tn many places, the soldiers have been 
permitted Lo constrygt a theatra for their own perform~ 
ances, and at others they are allowed the use of that 
belonging to the station, ‘Che prices of admission are 
generally sufficient fo caver the expenses, though in 
Tndin, 4 wellas in Lughind, dramatic speculations are 
often found to be losing conceins, and seareely any 
mannper or managing Comoiltee can contrive to keep 
outol debt. Tnfinite pine are taken to divest theatrical 
miudements of the danger which might arise from 
love-seenes between marricd women aid gay Lotharios, 
‘The soldiera’ wives avo not pormmitted to enact the 
heroines in dramatic antertaimments, lust it should lead 
to deviations from the path of duty ; and when fomale 
characters cannot be eut out, they are performed by 
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beardless youths, much to the deterioration of the 
spectacle, qlthough the principle which deprives the 
Mofussil stage of feminine attraction cannot be too 
highly commended, 

Re ’ A theatre affords interesting occupation to numbers 
of poor exiled soldiers, who would otherwise be 
devoured with ennui, Those who can handle a brush 
are employed in painting the scenes; less accomplished 
amateurs are too happy to be allowed to shift them; 
and the orchestra is open to musical aspirants, the 
Orphii of the Mofussil, who, maugre the disadvantages 
of instruments which will not keep a single inatant 
in tune, beguile many weary hours with the practica 
necessary for a grand display. Petting animale also 
offers a pleasing source of employment to a soldier ; 
great vavicties of parrots, highly accomplished in the 
vulgar tongue, are to be found in the barracks, and 
the master frequently becomes too much attached to a 
docile and apt scholar to part with it, though tempted 
by a high price: twenty rupees (£2) being usually 
given for a well-taught bird. Constant attention and 
untiring patience are necessary for the instruction of 
‘the feathered raco; and as the organ of speech is 
much move strongly developed in the skulls of somo 
paroquets than in those of others, an acquaintance 
with phrenology would save an infinity of Jahour. 
The parrot’s cago is hung in some dark place, not 
unfrequently down a well, while the tutor, lying on 
the brink, repeats the same ‘sentence over and over 
again for an hour together, "The education of parrota 
an the continent of India is almost wholly confined to 
Europeans ; though they are frequently kept in a state 
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of captivity by the natives, and ave objects of yeno- 
ration to some enstea of Tindoos, they ave rarely if 
ever taught to aperk by thom. All thelr cares appear 
to be lavished upon the hill mynahs, beautiful large 
black birds with a yellow mark on each side of the 
head, which are ensily trained to the performance of 
a variety of amusing tricks, and tom ont far better 
oratora than the pavoquets. 

That pining after home, which, in hearts endued 
with sensibility, too often sowa the seeds of disease 
and death, is acutely felt by 2 large’ portion of the 
King's soldioys, whose terms of sorvico in India being 
seldom less than twenty years, nearly amounts to a 
sentence of porpetnal banishment, Excepting during 
a war, when hardships, however severe, wre rendered 
endarable by the spirit-stirring incidents attendant on 
a hot campnign,--destiuite of nll excitement, bold and 
hardy mon drag out a life of inglorious case, in a 
complately artifictale state of existence, preserved, .as 
it wore, in plays cases for tines of need, Their sociat 
at all perfor is exclusively military; they have no 
communication, as at homo, with their fellow-citizens; 
no jovial meetings with strange faces in public-hauses 5 
no luge assemblages of porsons belonging to theis 
own class at fhir, and festivals, Lheir wants are 
carefully attended ta, but theiv enjoyments avo fow ; 
beor is a hixury which theiv purses can rarely com- 
mand ; thoy have not many oppértunitica of forming 
matrimonial connexiony with people of their own 
colour, and lifo must be irksome to all who camot 
give themselves up to sedentary employments, Long 
habit lends its aid to the subduing influonce of the 
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climate to reconcile the greater number of Europenn 
soldiers to this atate of vegetation ; they ave conscious 
that a protracted residence in India hag rendered them 
unequal tothe performance of military duties eluowhove ; 
and when, at length, a regiment reevives orders to 
embark for England, numerous volunteers aro found 
willing to remain in the country in which they have 
worn out the fairest portion of their existence. The 
ties which bound them to their native land have all 
been severed ; the fond hopes which they cherished of 
an early return, laden with the spoils of conquered 
rajahs, have melted away, and thoy are content at last 
to relinquish the fair visions of home and happiness, 
for the solid provision which can be attained in India. 
These are usually steady men, of sober views and 
habits, who have outlived the illusions of their youth, 
and aye satisfied to have a choice of minor cyils, 
Warmer temperaments indulge more vivid expecta- 
tions; to them the name of Aonre neta like a spell , 
painful experience has not yet tanght them to anticipate 
disappointment, and they return with the same bright 
hopes which led them gladly to seek a land whose 
splendid promises remain unfulfilled. A. fow, driven 
to dospair by the melancholy prospect of interminable 
exile, unable to await the slow appreach of their 
recall, and allwred by the flowery dexeriptions of 
Australia, plunge into crime for the purpose af ex- 
changing honourable servitude in India fora felon's 
Jot in a climate resembling that of England, It is no 
very unusual circumstance for a soldier to attempt the 
life of his officer or his comrade, in the hope of being 
transported to x country possessing so muny features 
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akin to the Jand of his birth ; and even the punishment 
of death is to some less terrible than the prospect of 
etorsal banislonent from “the home they lef with 
little pain.” 

In no other country in the world can the wives and 
children of European soldiers enjoy the comfort md 
happiness which await them in India, ‘The lot of the 
latter is peculiarly fortumate, for they have no remi- 
niscences of another land to poison the bleasings of 
competence and freedom from the pressure of early 
caves; schools ave established in every repiment for 
the instruction of children of both sexes, ‘Lhe educa- 
tion of persons belonging to their class in society, can 
be carried on ag well in India ag in England: they are 
taught to make themselves useful; the boys with a 
view of becoming non-commissioned officers, regimental 
clerks, &c.; the girls to be made industrious servants, 
and fitting wives for men in a rank rather superior to 
that from which thty themselves have aprung. The 
Gergy take great delight in the instruction of the 
youthful members of their respective flocks, and they 
fom the most numerous and the most interesting 
candidates for confirmation at the visits of the Bishop 
of Galeutta to the distant scenes of his vast diocese. 
Farapean ladies gladly take the fenialgg into eerviee 
at an carly ago, and if they do not retain choir situations 
Jong; it ig heeause they are cagerly sought in mariage 
hy theiy fathera’ comrades, or hy shopkeepers who 
chance to be located in their vicinity. ‘The daughters 
of dyagoon soldicrs sumetimes aspire to be belles ; they 
copy the fashions brought out by new arrivals of a 
higher class, and do great execution at the balls, which 

ak 
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upon grand ocensions are given by the élite of the non~ 
comntnissioned officers of tho corps, 
‘the wives of soldicrs in India are secured from alt 
those laborious toils and continual hardships to whieh 
they must submit in countries where the pay of 
their husbands is inadequate to their support. If 
sober and industrious, thoy may easily accumulate a 
little hoard for the comfort of thoir declining years. 
Acquaintance with any useful art, dvesg-making, 
feather-cleaning, lace-mending, washing ailk stockings, 
oy the like, may be converted into very lucrative 
employments; and the enormous wages demanded 
by European women, when they go into service as 
ladies’-maids, or wet-nurses (from fifty to a hundred 
upees per month), shews how indifferent they ave to 
he means of acquiring money by personal exertion, 
Tew officers’ wives attached to King’s corps can 
afford to have a white female attendant; and the 
unaccustomed luxuries which tltese women enjoy, 
when domesticated in wealthy familics, unfortunately, 
in too many instances, are apt to render them so 
lazy, insolent, and over-bearing, as to be perfvetly 
intolerable ; and consequontly it is not often that they 
ave to be found out of the barracks, 

Soldiers arapot in England very acrupuloua in the 
choice of their wives, and amid the numbers who come 
out to India, a very amall portion remain wicarnupted 
by bad example and the deteriorating influenes of 
campaigns and long voyages. It is not absolutely 
necessary that they should undertake uny thing beyonl 
the cave of their own family, and many profer idleness 
to the slightest exertion, They and their children 
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have regular rations served out for their daily food ; 
while the regiment is pon a mareh, they ave provided 
with suilable conveyances; during the hot winds, thei 
quarters are supplied with dailies; and in passing 
ulong the lines punkaks may be seen swinging in the 
serjeants’ barrack-rooms, and curious scenes are dia- 
played to view through the open doors, Some fat 
and unshapeable lady, attired in 2 loose white gown, 
indulging in a siesta in an clhow-chaix, with 9 native 
attendant, ragged and in wretched enae, who, fan in 
hand, agitntes the air around her, 

\/, To those Anplo-Indians who cherish vivid recollee- 
tions of home, and who delight in all things which 
recall their native country to their mind, it is execed~ 
ingly gratilying to be stationed in the vicinity of a 
King's regiment or a Europenn corps in the service of 
the Company, After a long absence from England, 
and Jong association with persons of education, the 
homely provincial accents of some untaught soldier 
come in music on the ear, bringing with them a rush 

- of painfully-pleasing emotions ; reculling past seencs 
and past days, awakening thoughts which long have 
slept,” restoring youth, hope, health, and happiness, 
for a brief delightful period. Lixperience alone ean 
tell how sad, and yet how dear, are tho first meetings 
with country pooplo of an inforloy claéif in the jungles 
of India, A detachment of artillery, passing through 
a amall outpost, whose Mavopean inhabitants did not 
exceed a dozen persona, occasioned a burst of anguish, 
which revealed to a pining exile the full extent of 
that home-sickness which had preyed in seeret on her 
mind Returning from an evening walk, « soldier's 
wife crossed tho path, and at firsl, rejoicing to meet a 
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countrywoman, the lady eagerly stepped forward and 
accosted her ; but no sooner did the familiar sounds 
of by-gone days atrike upon her heart, than she burst 
into a flood of teas. Aware that the person who had 
caused this violent emotion would be quite uncon- 
scious of the effect which her homely speech had 
produced, she stifled her feelings, and, inviting the 
poor women to come to the bungalow, hastened 
onward to order out the contents of the larder to form 
a little feast for hor comrades in the camp; but she 
daved not trust herself beyond a few ainyple quostions, 
and, unwilling to make a display of sensibility which 
might be misconstrued, and could not be wuderatood, 
she did not indulge in the pensive gratification which 
a protracted interview would have afforded. When 
acenstomed to sce and converse with the lower order 
of Europeans, the keemeas of the emotions produced 
by the reminiscences which they call wp, subsides, and 
the feelings they create are wholly of a pleasurable 
nature, Lhe evening drive is rendered doubly grax 
tifying by the groups of healthy-looking, tidily -drensed 
English children, at play in front of their quarters, or 
bending their way in the train of thoir parents along 
the road, npon a Sunday evening, to the elnueh, 
whose tinkling bell charms the ear as in daya of old, 

- when the pefil from a village spire Med the heart 
to overflowing with delightful sensations, 

Though destitute of the rich red roses, which bloom 
so freshly on the cheeks of youthful cattaera in 
England, the sicklinesy and delicacy, so strildugly 
apparent in the petted and carefully-attended offspring 
of the higher order, are ravely the chavacteriatic of 
soldiers’ children, who seem to preserve thelr slrength 
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md vigour in a cliate considered to be excecdingly 
detrimental to the Juvenile classes of’ Europeans. The 
mortality amongst the infaute of this grade ig nat 
so great as might bo oxpested: where the mothers 
have been unable to suckle them, and where the 
expense of a native nurse could not be inewred, 4 
yont has performed the maternal office with infinite 
success, the little creatures thriving undor the nourish- 
ment afforded by this humble animals nor is it so 
usual to droop and pine away at the period in which 

* ehange of climate is so carnestly 1ecommended to the 
ehildven of the rich ; numbers of fine young men and 
women grow up to maturity without having tasted 
a colder aie than that which blows in Tindostan, 

‘The station-duties are performed at Ghazeepore by, 
two or three companies of a native regiment, detached 
fyoin Benaves, sepoys standing sentinel at the hospital, 
store-houses, and at al places where the heat is con- 
sidered to be injurious to European constitutions. 
There aro a few staf-appointments held by officers ot 
the Company's service, and the society receives a very 
agveenble addition (rom the families of several indigo- 
planters residing in the neighbourhaod. 

It is always a fortunate civewmstines when the 
higher class of Anglosfndian culdivaters ave settled 
in the vicinity of an Havopean cantonment, since there 
are no sel of perdons who exercise more boundless 
hospitality, or from whom travellers recelye more 
covdial kindness. ‘Chose with whom it would not be 
desirable to associate form a very small portion. The 
greater number of the country-born, or Furasinns, 
many of whom shew complexions still darker than 
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that of the natives, are, generally speaking, intel 
ligent, well-informed men, ever xeady to contribute 
to any proposed amusement, and opening thelr doors 
readily at all times for the reception of gucats; while 
those Europeans who have embarked in indigo specu- 
lations ave usually of a very high order of intellect, 

Although no rank is recognised in India, oxcepting 
that which is held by the civil and military servants 
of the Company, much to the credit of the sovicty, 
there are no invidious distinctions made between 
the persons who compose it. Individuals who aro 
gifted with pleasing manners and accomplishments 
will always receive the respect and attention due 
to their merits; little or no regard is paid to colour 
or to circumstances, where there are personal elnins 
to the notice of those more highly endowed with 
the gifts of birth and fortune, Wine houses, fine 
equipages, and fine entertainments, though they may 
render individuals popular who shave little clao to 
recommend them, are not, ag in England, essentinlly 
requisite to obtain a passport into good avcicty, It is 
suflicient that the party shall have the entrée of Govern- 
ment-house, the grand test of gontility in India ;-but 
even ineligibility in this particular does not, anid 
Uberal-minded people, form an insurmountable hare 
vier; many fhmilies, both in tho Mofussil and in 
Calcutta, being received in sociely, whose aveupation 
and calling must exelnde them from the vico-reyal 
court. 

The India Company have a stud for the breed of 
horses in the vicinity of Ghazeepore, under the super- 
intendence of European officers peoulialy qualified 


GUAZELPORE, 129 


for the appointment. The cattle which they turn 
out, though interior in beauty to English and Arab 
chargers, aro oxtremely useful, particularly for harness ; 
a stud«bred horse with » good pedigreo is a valuable 
animal, and always obtains a fair price, though consi- 
devably lower than that which would be demanded 
for a horse of equal mevit in England. ‘The common 
country breed, though it ia snid that they possess 
more blood than any other horses in the world, are 
so unseemly in thely appearance, and so unconguerably 
vicious in their habits, that they are rarcly used 
except upon some grent emergence, by European 
officers, ‘There ave, however, some very handsome 
mimals brought from distant parts of India, and others, 
eapeclally those from Cutch, which are more curious 
than beautiful, but which prove hard-working useful 
voudsters, better fitted for the climate than those of 
English parentage, which are very soon knocked up, 
and are consequently taken the utmost eare of, 

¥rom Calcutta to Barrackpore, a distance of sixteen 
miles, cavriage-horses are always changed midway ; 
and as none are kept for posting, a prix must be sent 
on the day before, Medical men, or those who spend 
a good deat of their tine iv visiting, cennot take out 
the sane heraea in the evening which they have used 
in the morning 3 and it is ono of the objections to 
Gawnpore, that officers who have only one buggy-horse, 
avo unablo to take their wives to the Conrae jn the 
evening, because it has beon driven a long distance 
during the day to seme court-martial or committce 
gitling al the exwemity of the cantomnents, which 
ateaggle along a space of Dive miles in length. Note 

a8 
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withstanding the care and attention paid to horses 
in India, the luxury of a stable is often of necossity 
denied them. When out in the field, or during long 
marches, they are picqueted under trees, the only 
covering which they or thelr syces haye t¢ protect 
them from the inclemency of the weather being a 
blanket; unless the grooms are liberally sapplicd 
with horse-cloths, they are {00 apt to make themaclves 
comfortuble at the expense of thelr charge; and it 
is therefore the best economy to provide sutlicient 
clothing for man and horse. 

An Indio syce is generally exceedingly altached 
to the animal under his care; it is no wncomnon 
citcumstance for gentlemen travelling by a different 
route to entrust their most valuable charges to the 
sole guardianship of their grooms, who proceed alone, 
through jungley districts, seldom if ever mounting: the 
animals, which are Jed by their conductova, and which 
arrive at the place of their destination at the end 
of two or three months, according to the distance, 
ir mt- condition, Sometimes the syce is laken 
. ae yond, in which event ho will drag hinself 
with difficulty to the next European station, and 
deliver up the horse to the enre of some English 
gentleman, who, if the poor man’s case should be 
desperate, will hire a new groom, and vend him on 
with hiy charge, well assured that he will perform 
the duties of the service with fidelity and deapateh, 
Instances of horses being lost or injured upon long 
jownies of this nature, if known, are ao exevedingly 
rare, that they cannot be adduced in prejudice of the 
nalional charneter, which, in the faithful discharge 
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of the trust roposed in the humblest individuals, is 
unrivalled, Sepoys despatched upon trensure-partics, if 
surprised and outnambered by bards of armed robbers, 
will make a desperate though hopeless resistance, and 
suffer themaclyes to be ent to pieces to aman rather 
than desert their posts, although retveat under the 
circumstances could not be considered dishonourable. 

There is searcely a servant in any establishment 
who could not, if he pleased, make himself master of 
what would be wealth to him; for there ave very fow 
things which are not left open and at the mercy of the 
domestics, who have many facilities for escape beyond 
the reach of justice : but it is seldom that the poorest 
and lowest abuse their employer's confidence ; nothing 
but ill-treatment, and, in many cases, net even that, 
will induced a servant to vob his master; frequently 
the whole household will abscond in the night, but 
they do not often carry any thing away with them, 
though there may be arrears af wages due, which they 
dare not return to claim, Yet, notwithstanding frets 
of this nature, which ave notorious, and the yshaited 
confidence which the greater number of..Hirvogsans 
repose in their servants, no act of persue AQLO 
enlummiated ov yeviled. ‘There are certain perquisites 
to which they think themselves entitled, and whieh, 
if they are not very alarply looked after, they will 
appropriate ; but, oxcopling where great carelessness 
ant) extravagance on the pat of the heads of houses 
encourage sintilar waste iy their inforiors, thelr pecula- 
tions ave very trifling, and by no menns deserve to be 
designated by the opprobrious terms which people, 
unaccustomed to the tricks and lrauds practised by 
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Evropem domestics, are wont to use in desconting 
upon the knayeries of those of India. Wero the 
same power to be placed in the humble classes of 
England, it would be much more frequently abused ; 
but persons who have come out young and inexpe- 
yienced to India, and who, in too many instances, 
entertain a prejudice agninet the colow: of those with 
whom thoy are surrounded, ave apt to fincy excel- 
lences and perfections in servants at home, which 
only exist in their ows imaginations: a truth of which, 
upon their return to Europe, they are soon painfully 
eonvineed. 

Meritorious examples of honesty are of perpetual 
secutrence in India ; Jarge sums of monoy, accidentally 
eft pon tables, have been carefully aceured by the 
fivst servant who espicd them, and produced without 
any ostentation, as a matter of course, at the owner's 
yeturn, The sirdar-bearer has usually the care of his 
master's purse, and when these men are judiciously 
selected, they may be entrusted with untold gold, 
The poorest class of labourers, covlivs, are often 
employed to convey # box or parcel, containing valu. 
able property, from Calcutta to the Upper Provinecs, 
receiving an advance of pay at the period of their 
setting out, as they have no mens of maintaining 
themselves upon the road; fifleen or Gveuty rupees, 
if the journey be a long one, are often given for this 
purpose, and alwaya without the slightest dinger of 
the sum being misapplied. Nothing could be more 
easy than the appropriation of box and money to the 
usé of the person who carrica his load over many 
weary miles for scanty pay, and who, by diverging 
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into a neighhouring district, might defy the pursuit 
of justice ; but such things never occur; the only 
danger to be apprehended is the murder of the cooly, 
by those prowling bands of robbers by profession 
which infest evory part of Tindostan. 

Ghazecpore is notorious for its thieves, many of 
whom pursue their yoeation under a religious charac- 
ter, and in the garb of gosseins (devout beggars) 
inveigle thei victims to thelr pagodas, where they 
assassinate them at leisure, Dacoits of 2 less atrocious 
description abound, and no travellers can escape their 
depredations, untess they consent to entertain one or 
two chokcydars duving their halt, a sot of gentry who 
net a double part, and ave thieves when they are not 
watchmen, The vigilance and zeal of these guardians 
of the night are manifested by loud and incessant 
cries of Ahanbba dau! © Take caret’ When they 
do not sleep themelyes, they acem determined not to 
allow any persons to clos their eyes who happen to 
he within hearing, Every quarter of an hour the 
warning is repeated, with a strength of lings which 
eflectually precludes the hope that the Stentorian 
voice may fhil, and guict be restored, 

The native city of Ghazeepore is better built and 
bottor kept than many other places of more impor« 
tance. ‘he bagaavs are neat, wellesuppiied, and 
funious for their tailors, whose oxcellent worlananship 
ia celebrated fn tho adjacent districts, A yory con- 
siderable number of the inhabitants are Moosulmans, 
though the neighbouring population ia chiefly Tlindoo ; 
thotr mosques ave numerous and handsome, and their 
former grandeur is evinced by a superb palace built 
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by the Nawab Cossim Ali Khan, which occupies & 
considerable extent of ground overlooking the Ganges. 
This noble building is now in a melancholy state of 
dilapidation, neglected by the Government, whe have 
turned it into a custom-house, and have converted 
many of its suites of apartments into warehouses, and 
the residences of police pears belonging to Uhe guard, 
Though thus rendered useful, it is not thoaght worthy 
of repair; its splendid banqucting-hall and cool 
verandahs, replete with architectural beauty, abutting 
into the river, are deserted and eft to the awift de- 
vastations of the climate, In a very short period 
the whole of this magnificent fibric will become a 
heap of ruins, and then some mean and tasteless edifice 
will be erected in its place. The great dislike which 
Evropens entertain to a residence within the precincts 
of a native city, has probably prevented the civilians 
attached to Ghazcepore from selecting this palace fru 
their abode, It might, however, be rendered cubs * 
vient to some public purpose, and could be put inte 
repair at a small expense by men zealously desirous 
to preserve so interesting a relic, as the workmen 
would be furnished from the neighbouring prison, 

The place of confinement for felons of all deseriptiony * 
at Ghazeepore ia large, strong, airy, and commodious, 
and usually crowded with delinquents of all enatey ane! 
denominations: refiactory Moosulmans, incareerateds 
for various offences, and fanatical THndoos, whose 
erimes are in most instanecs connected with their 
religion, Not content with starving themselves to 
death, in order to revenge themselves upon thelr 
adversaries in another world, they are somotiness 
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known (o murder a member of their own family, in 
the belief that the blood of the victim will reat upon 
the heads of their adversaries, A. memorable illustra. 
tion of this notion oceurred at Ghaxecpore, where an 
old man, whe conceived that he had a right to a piece 
of land which had been adjudged to his neighbour, 
brought his wife to the spot, an elderly personage, 
who could be easily spared, and forcing her, with the 
agsiatance of his friends and relations, into a hut made 
of straw, set it on fire, and burned her to death, in the 
expectation that the soil would be accursed, and refuse 
to yield its fruits to the cnemy who had triumphed 
over him, 

The punishment of death is not often adjudged by 
the criminal courts to the natives of India, ‘he law 
by which they are tried venders it very dificult to 
prave murdors, however openly committed ; and the 

‘nal sentence is hard labour upon the reads during a 
ccutin number of Years, or for life, according to the 
cnormity of the crime. The conviets work in irons, 
and are pometiines employed in weeding the paths 
roand the houses of people of distinetion, 

A stranper, sented ina drawing-room of an officer 
cal very high rank, waa mach anazed by the + gut hi? 
prnkak lannak 1? (who waits? pull the punkad,’) 

ing answered by a felon, fettaed mid manacled, 
Yano, with the utmost coolness, squatted down upon 
the floor, applied himeelf to the repe, and pulled 
away vigorously, his chains clanking in harmony all 
the time, Such an exhibition did not seem to strike 
the family aa any thing extraordinary ; they appeared 
o think that, provided the punkaA waa sct in motion, 
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the character and condition of the operator were of 
very little consequence ; a proof, amongat many others, 
of the utter disregard of consistency manifested in an 
Anglo-Indian establishment, 

In visiting persons of consequence in the Mofusail, 
travellers in their grifinage are exceedingly astonished 
by the appearance of the verandahs leading to apart- 
ments finished with costliness and taste, they being 
generally made to resemble old clothes’ shops or pawn~ 
brokers’ stalls ; servants and sepoys of the guard are 
usually permitted to hang up theiy garments upon the 
pillars and bamboos, and to spread their beds under 
the awning. More attention is paid to appearances in 
Calcutta ; but the basement story of many of the 
houses frequently exhibits symptoms of carelessness 
and neglect, choked up with unseemly articles, which 
native servants never deem to be out of placo in the 
most conspicuous situations. 

The houses of the civilians attached to Ghazeepore 
are spacious and well-built, surrounded by good gar- 
dens, and occupying picturesque situations, amid tance 
but luxuriant scenery ; where the green lanes, flower. 
ing hedge-rows, and receding glides bring the moat 
cultivated portions of England (o mind, ‘The bungi 
lows of the military residents are frightfol ; the huge 
thatched raofs, common to auch edifices, being ex. 
changed for atill more ugly tiles of glaring red. "hoy 
are fortunately well sheltered, and somowhat concealed 
by intervening trees, and the interiors are commodions, 
though overrun with rats and mice, which fow of the 
European residents are at the lrouble to destroy, not 
withstanding the dirt they engender, and the haveg 
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which they commit in wardrobes, larders, and furni- 
ture. It is not diMcult to exterminate this sort of 
vermin ; but Indian servants, if not enjoined to keep 
the houses clean, will allow thom to swarm in every 
apartment, and habit reconciles many persons to the 
intrusion, ‘Those who entertain a disgust to such 
unglean animals, are moat eruclly annoyed by the 
multitudes which approach them whenover they pay 
their visits to friends, 

The races of Ghazeepore are some of the best in 
India, and attract sporting characters from all the 
adjacent provinces ; the horses are superior to those 
started for mere amusement by less ambitious members 
of the turf at other stations, and are frequently the 
subject of heavy bets, Commodious stables have bean 
erected, which are occupied by the favourites, and 
the result of each meeting exeites very goneral interest 
all over the country. The annual fair at Tadjecpore, 
held at an inconsidesable distance, and the occasional 
visite of {imilies from Mirzapore, Chunar, Buxay, Sul- 
tanpore, and Benares, places situated within an casy 
journey, render Ghazeepore a yery lively residence, 
The military cantonments are honoured by retaining 
the mortal remains of a soldier, eminent for the con« 
quest, of some of the fiivost, portions of the Honourable 
Company's torritories,—tha great Comwallis,--who, 
aftor hia glorious exploita upon the other sido of India, 
died during a journey from the Upper Provinces, and 
is buried near the parade-ground of Ghazeepore. The 
mausoloum which has been raised over his dust, is 
little worthy of the magnificent spirit which sleeps 
beneath ; and shows to great disadvantage alter a visit 
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to the Moosulman tombs so profusely scattered over 
the neighbouring plains, ‘The architects disdained to 
take a hint from the chaste and beautifal apecimens 
of monumental remains which the country aifords, 
and have ereeted a non-descript building, at a great 
expense, after a model of the fin-famed aybil’s Lemple ; 
but deformed by mean pillars and a cumbrous attic 
slory, disproportioned to its enpport, It is built of 
excellent materials, free-stone, which promises great 
durability ; and the dome, which, though it has been 
compared to the cover of a pepper-pot, ia the best 
part of it, makes a good appearance from the river 
and will Jook stil) better when shadowed by the trees 
which are planted in the back-ground, The mauso- 
Jeum forms a point of attraction to the station ; the 
military band, always an appendage to a king's regi 
ment, plays near it of an evening, and the whole 
population of the different linea come forth in carriages, 
on horseback, or on foot, to enjoy-che freah cool breezes 
and the society of their acquaintances, A few Euros 
pean shopkeepers are setUled at Ghageepore, which tx 
well supplied with foreign and native products ; the 
sugar-cane is oxtensively cultivated in the district, but 
its manufacture is not so celebrated as at Kulpeo on 
the Jumna, where the natives produce immense quan 
tities of the finest descriptions, ‘The Dest Idind of 
sugar in India is crystallized, and sold in the shape of 
baskets, somewhat resembling those made of alum, 
which are constructed hy ingenious young ladies in 
England, These have a pretty appearance when 
placed upon a tray, and always form a portion of Ue 
presents composed of dried fruits and sweetmeats. 
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CHAPTER VIL. 


GOVERNMENY-HOUSE, CALCUTTA. 


Branor Tuner, in speaking of the vico-regal palace 
of Caloutta, says, that it has narrowly missed being 
a noble structure ; persons of less refined, or, as some 
would cntl it, less fastidious taste, do not concur in this 
eenstre, or admit that the architectural blunders, of 
which the eritie complains, have had an injurious 
effoct upon tho appearance of the building. It is 
altogether, whatever may be the fault of its details, a 
splendid pile ; and, stunding isolated on the Caleutta 
side of the large open plain, which forms so magnificent 
4 quadrangle opposite Chawringco, it is seen to the 
greatest advantage fiom avery point, being sufliciently 
connected with the city to shew that it belongs to it, 
yet unencumbered and not shut out by any of the 
adjacent buildings, Tt eonsists of two semicivealar 
galleries, placed back to back, uniting in the contre ing 
a farge hall, and counecting four splendid me 
apartments, Ita columns, however,” observes the 
Bishop, are ina paltry style; and instead of having, 
na it might have had, te noble stories and a basement, 
it hag threa stories, all Loo low, and is Loo much picreed 
with windows on every aide.” 

Somewhat of efleet was probably sacrificed to con- 
ventence and the accommodation necessary for the 
establishment of the Goyernor-general ; but the great 
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objection to it as an Asiatic residence, which doos not 
appear to have struck the elegant and accurate come 
mentator, is the want of colonnades and porticos. ‘The 
principal entrances are approached by noble flights of 
steps; but these, being without shelter, are never usod 
except upon state occasions, when a native durbar is 
held, and the nobles of Hindostan ¢omo in all their 
barbaric pomp to pay their respects at. the vice-regal 
court; acircumslance of rare occurrence in the present 
day. ‘The carriages of the Enropern visitants drive 
under these steps, and the company enter through the 
lower regions. 

‘The effect upon a stranger, who has not been pre« 
viously made acquainted with the cause of the aran- 
gement, is very singular. It ia scarcely possible for 
a lively imagination to escape the notion that, instead 
of beg the guest of a palace, he is on the point of 
being conducted to some hideous dungeon as a prisoner 
of state, The hall which opens upon the dari cloister 
formed by the arch of the steps above, is large, low, 
and dimly lighted, completely realizing the bean tdéal 
spf the interior of the Inquisition, A good deal of 

pubbish of various kinds, piled confusedly and put out 
Hp way behind rows of pillava, traversing the length 
ofthe hall, favours the supposition that it is a place of 
tunishment; for in their shapeless obxeurily, Uhese fire« 
engines, oy printing-presses, or whatever they may he, 
havo very much tho appearance of instrmmentsoltorture, 

Upon the floor, tho spectator, whe has hnbibed the 
apprehension that he haa been entrapped into aome 
pandemonium of horror, may see the dead bodies af 
tho victims toa tyrannical government thickly strewed 
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avound human forms apparently wrapped in wind- 
ingesheets, and stretched out without sense or motion 
apon the bare pavement, add to the ghastly effect of 
the acenc. ‘These are the palanquin-benyera, who, 
wrapped up from head to foot in long coarse clotha, 
are enjoying the sweeta of reposs, litle dreaming of 
the appalling spectacle they present to unaccustomed 
eyes. Many dusky figures move about with noiseless 
tread; and, were it not for one redcoming circumstance, 
the whole panorama would be calculated to inspire 
horror and alarm, In the midst of these dreary 
catacombs, gay partics of visitors, ladies in ball-dresses, 
and gentlemen in full uniform, are passing along, not 
in the Jenst discomposed by appearnnces go fnnilar to 
thom, even when there is the additional agrément of 
fog, which in the cold seagon usually casts a mystic 
veil over these subterrancous apartments, 

Emerging from the damp, darkness, and corpse-like 
figures of the sleepera, an iMaminated vestibule leads 
to a staircase, lundsome in itself, but not exactly 
correspondent with the size of the building and the 
halls of stato to which it is the npproach, It is not 
until the visitant has gained the altitude of the hall, 
that the eye is greeted by any portion of the ven 
and grandeur associated with ow ideas of a court. 
Guards ave now stationed at intervals; these which 
wero formerly attached to Uie Gaveitorageneral were 
«splendid and picturosque set of men, clad in strange 
and atriking costume; waxlike aa became a military 
pewor, and particnlarly ornamental as the appondages 
of atate, ‘She spirit of rotrenchmont, which has lately 
descended to petty savings, unworthy of the maaters 
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of so magnificent a territory, has removed and abolished 
this appropriate guard of honowr; and the natives, 
already astonished and disappointed by the contrast 
afforded by the simplicity and plainness of their 
Ewopem rulers, with the pomp and pageantry af 
oriental courts, viewed this last innovation with disap- 
probation and regret. As the visitor ascends, the tur- 
baned domestics of the household become more nune+ 
rous ; long corridors, leading to the wings, matted and 
lighted, present noble ideas of the extent and grandeur 
of the building ; and at every landing-place the neces- 
savy pause for breath is spent in admiration of the 
contrivance of the architect to ensure a circulation of 
air, which comes so frecly through the connecting 
gallories, 

The suites of apartments devoted to large evening- 
partics occupy the third story, The Dall-room, or 
throne-room, as it is called, is approached throngh a 
splendid antechamber; both are floored with dark 
polished wood, and supported by Tonie pillara, leaving 
a wide space in the centre, with an aisle on either 
side; handsome sofes of blue satin damask are placed 
between the pillars, and floods of light are shed 
through the whole range from a profusion of cut-glasa 
chandeliers and Justres, Formerly, the ceilings were 
painted, but the little reverence shown by the white 
ants to works of arts, obliged them to hy removed, 
and gilt mouldings are now the only ornaments. ‘The 
throne, never particularly ‘superb, is now getting 
shabby ; a canopy of crimson damask, aummeunted hy 
a crown, and supported upon gilt pillars, ts raixed 
oyer a seat of crimson and gold; in front, there is a 
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vow of gilded chairs, and it is the etiquette for the 
viceroy and the vice-queen, upon occasions of state, to 
aland before the throne to receive the presontationa, 
There is, however, nothing like « drawing-roam held 
at this court; no lord chamberlain, oy noblemen in 
waiting, or any functionavies corresponding with these 
personages, except the aides-de-canyp, who are seldom 
very officient, being more intent upon amusing them~ 
selves than anxious to do the honours to the company. 
In these degenerate days, so litlle state is kept up, 
that, afler the first half-hour, the representatives of 
sovereignty quit their dignified post, and mingle with 
the assembled crowd. 

There is no court-dress, or searcely anything to 
distinguish the public nights at Government-honse 
from a private party, Excepting that until lately, no 
gentloman was permitted to appear in a white jacket, 
An attempt waa made by Lady Tastings to establish 
a more rigid syalem of otiquette; she had her cham- 
herlain, and hey train was held up by pages. An 
intimation was given to the ladies that il was expected 
they would appear in court plumes, and many were 
prevented from attending in consequence of the dearth 
of ostrich feathers, the whole of the supply being 
speedily bought up; and as it was not considered 
mlowahle to aubstitrte native praduets, there was no 
alternative but to remain at home. The extreme 
horror which European ladies entertained of appenr- 
ing to imitate the natives, banished gala and silver 
from thelr robes: not contented with the difference 
in the fhshion of thely garments, they refused to wear 
any articles of Indian manufacture, careless of the 
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mean effect produced by this fustidiousness, Pew had 
been accustomed to European courts ; and having once 
established rules and regulations of their own, they 
stoutly resisted all attempts at alteration and imova- 
tion, every arrival being obliged to submit to the 
customs of the colony. The gréat influx of strangers 
at Calcutta has effected some change in the system ; 
visitors ure not now so much under the control of (he 
leading people ; they appear in whatever may he the 
fashion in England ; and instead of, a8 heretofore, 
being obliged to rip off tho silvor trimmings from 
their dresses, or discard them altogether, to avoid 
the appellation of nautoh girls, they ave allowed to 
sparkle and glitter without provoking many invidious 
remarks, 

Where shall I walk at Government-house? formed 
an interrogatory to which, a few years ago, the suitors 
who could not give a satisfactory answer had Iitde 
chance of success. The inquiry pow is acldom made ; 
the reply having lost much of its importance, At the 
state-dinners ladies sit according to their rank, and 
they are as nearly paired with male attendants of 
equal pretensions as circumstances will admit; but 
at balls and suppers, after the Governor-geneval has 
led the wife of the groatest personage to table, the 
rest of the party follow in an indiscriminate manner, 
It is not, however, very long since the struggle tor 
precedence was carried on witha spirit and perseverance 
worthy of colonial warfare; two or three questions 
wero sent home for final adjustment, and the wives of 
civilins, high in office, were much mortified to find 
that they were not entitled to take place of the 
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daughters of English peers, even though they should 
have married ensigns, It was decided that Lady 
Mary ov the [fonourable Mys, had a right to prece. 
dence, whatever their husbands’ military rank might 
be; and atill worse, that the younger brothers of noble 
families could exalt their wives above the other ladies, 
though in their military or civil capacity they them- 
selves must give place to their superiors in office, 
The humble titles assumed hy the servants of the 
Tonourable Company of Merchants trading to the 
fast-Lndies, of senior and junior merchants, factors, 
and writers, were much at variance with their notions 
concerninys their dignity, and the precedence they 
considered themsclves to be entitled to take of the 
ancient nobility of Fngland, and general officers hold~ 
ing the King’s or tho Company's commissions; but 
the narrow notions engendered by the pride of ofti¢e 
ave not go prevalent as heretofore ; tha magnates of the 
colony are not guiteso important in thelr own eyes, 
or in the estimation of those beneath than, and too 
much ridicule is now attached to squabbles about a 
deat at table, to vender the discussion of such topics 
vary genoral, 

Government-hougo ia the only place in which the 
gitests ave not allowed to introduce thei: own atten« 
data; the servants of the establishinent are numerous, 
and perfectly equal to the duties required, ‘Dhey ave 
handsomely clothed in livery according to the Tin. 
doostanee fashion ; wearing in the hot weather, white 
muslin veats and trowsors, with evmmerbunds oy sashes, 
tiated with scarlet or some other colowy, and the crest 
in silver in their turbans, In the cold weather, the 
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veat is of cloth of the livery colour, They are all 
fine-looking mon, and the uniformity of their appear~ 
ance gives them a great advantage over the promis- 
ctlous multitude usually in attendance at large purtica; 
though the absence of the personal domestic ia consi- 
dered, by many, a heavy grievance, and move especially 
hy those who are deprived by the existing regulations 
of the indulgence of the hookuh. 

There is no establighed rule respecting tho entertain- 
ments at Government-house ; no service of plate, or 
decorations for the table belonging to tho establishment, 
The grandeur of the banquets depends entirely npon 
the taste and liberality of the person who holds the 
appointment of Govornor-general for the lime being 
And it is whispered that there are not always a sufliviont 
quantity of silver forks for all the guests, and that the 
side-tubles are sometimes supplied with a manufieture 
of steel of no very tempting appearance. An ornamental 
supper, as far as the yiands ave concerned, is still 
a desideratum in Culeutta-—-Government-house . being 
very little in adyance of loss distinguished mansions ; 
and perhaps the only superiority it can bonst, cousisty 
in such refinement as excludes large heavy joints, and 
substitutes a lo fora saddle of mutton he small, 
delicate, gem-like, tempting dishes, which gliller on 
a supper-table in London, have no counterparts in the 
City of Palaces ; every thing there is solid, substantial, 
and undisguised, a atate of things entirely atiributable 
to the prejudices af Favopean saciaty, since the 

enins of cookery possessed by the natives only requires 
to bo drawn into action. A very sniall quantity of 
instruction would suitice to render them unrivalled in 
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every confectionary and culinary art; and there can- 
not bo the slightest reason for the inolegance which 
characterizes u Calcutta banquet, except the real or 
allected horroy which is entertained of black cooks. 
The partics at Goyernment-house, for the rensons 
hefore assigned, do not derive the brillimey which 
might be expected from the dresses of the Indies ; 
the effect, at least, when compared to that of European 
ball-rooms, is disappointing ; there is a want of fresh- 
ness and lustre about the attire, which is very striking 
to a stranger's eye; nor can there he so much fancy 
and variety exhibited in the form and ornaments, in a 
place where fashions and milliners are few, as in 
those more favonred capitals, where the success of 
multitudes of artista and tradespeople depends upon 
the taste and invention thoy display. Of course, there 
ave numerous exceptions—many individual toilettes 
which may be pronounced perfect; but these are 
lost ov obscured in (he cloudiness which prevails, and 
always will prevail, so long as the female residents of 
India prefer the faded manufactures of Europe to the 
gorgeous {abrica of oriental looms, At fiuney-balls, 
where the products of the country are rendered avail- 
able, the diference of the eflect is nstonishing ; mstoud 
of heing confined within the narrow limits preseribed 
by the last bulletins from London or Paris, fancy and 
talent have fre acope ; and in no assemblage of (ha 
kind could more magnificent groups be found than 
those which have made their appearance at Govern 
mont-house, Miliuy uniforms, in some degree, 
make up for the sombrencay of female attire upon 
more ordinary occasions ; and the effect of a well-filled 
ne 
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pall-room is much heightened when the conypany io 
not exclusively composed of Huropeans, ‘The dress 
of the Armenian ladies ia pleturesque and striking, 
though the peculiarity is chiefly confined to the head ; 
they wear a glittering tiara of a very singular and 
classic form across the forehead, with a veil suspended 
from the top, and hanging down in graceful folds on 
either side. Jt is not, however, very often that these 
ladies ave seen in the public agaemblies of Caleutta, in 
which, until very lately, it has not been thought 
either advisable or ngreeable to encourage a promis+ 
cuous assemblage of different classes and comuunities. 
Without wishing to impugn the motives upon which 
the former rulers of India have acted, it is impossible 
not to admit that a more liberal system is bottor 
suited to the present time. Doubtless the innovations 
which haye taken and are still taking place, will 
be very unpalatable to those who remember the 
extraordinary dignity attached fo official situations 
and white fiees in former days ; but those who enter- 
tain more enlarged views, will rejoico that sume af 
the barriera which have divided persons of dilferont 
persuasions and different complexions from each other, 
have been broken down, and ave disappearing. Bishop 
Heber, whose kindness of heart and liberality of mind 
have justly endeared him to the Indian world, war 
the first to shew an example to the intolerant and 
exclusive patricians of Culonita, by opening his doora 
to respectable peraons of all gocta ani countries. AL 
his house, Christians of the Roman Catholig, (reek, 
and Protestant churches met, together with Windvos, 
Moslems, Jows, and Parsees: he recommended tho 
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religion which he preached by the practice of the 
widest philanthropy; and, had he been spared, the 
popularity of his manera, and the well-known bene+ 
volence of his disposition, would have done much 
towards the romoval of prejudices, which have for so 
long 4 poriod prevented a free and social communica~ 
tion between Europeans and Asiatics. 

A few native gentlemen, who have cither adopted 
English customs, or ave sa well acquainted with them 
ag not to bo guilty of any misapprehension or mistake, 
have for many years mingled frecly in the fashionable 
circles of Cateutta, making their appearance at private 
parties, and joining in the subscriptions for public 
amusements ; they were distinguished in largo assem- 
Dlies for the elegance of their costume, and the splen- 
dour of thoi diamonds ; and pexsons who did not 
enter into the narrow notions which were but too 
prevalont, regretted that a much larger proportion 
of the samo class shoud not havo been encournged 
to follow thelr example. Latterly, invitations to 
Gavernment-house have been vory widely extended 
amongst the natives of rank; and the introduction 
of mon, ignorant of the rules and regulations of 
European gociety, has given oftnce, and eceasioned 
disgust ta those wha da not consider the measure 
to be expedient, or who refuse to make allowaned 
for early notions and rooted opinions, which nothing 
but more intimate association can dissipate. Asiatica, 
at present, ave not aware of the restrictions imposed 
ju urepo by etiquette and good-breeding on the 
intercourse between ladies and gentlemen ; they see 
them canverse together, dance together, and walk 
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arm in arm together, and, when admitted to the same 
degree of familiarity, they are spl. to mako very 
ridiculous tvespasses, Without the slightest interns 
tional rudeness, o native gave great offence by senting 
himself on the arm of a lady's chair ; and not knowing 
the precise limits which propriety has marked out, 
they do not always offer the deferential reapect whieh 
women expect, and which, rather inconsiderataly, they 
exact more stiictly from foreigners than from their 
own countrymen, who, being better avquainted with 
the rules and observances, ave less exeutaablo iv their 
breach or omission, At this day, the degree of 
decorum necessary to be adopted in the presence of 
French Indies, is so little understood by John Bull, 
that he is continually offering insult and annoyance, 
by exceeding a latitude in conversation which he has 
erroneously supposed to have no bounds, Tt is thus 
that Asiatics offend, and constant intercourse can 
alone render them acquainted with the terms upon 
which gentlemen mix in respeetable female society. 
It is certainly not very agrevable to he obliged to give 
the lesaon ; but the consequences are too important to 
be neglected, especially at a period in which there are 
such strong manifestations of the abandonment of 
prejudices hitherto supposed to be insurmountable, 

Jn the native papers, published fn Caleutta, the 
advantages and disadvantages ofvextonding the tudul 
gences enjoyed by European women to Asiaticn me 
freely discussed ; there scents tu be ne question about 
the expendioncy of improving the mind, and giving a 
pore liberal education than has heretofore been cans 
sidered necessary ; emancipation must follow as a 
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matter of course. Some of the writers have tuken 
upon themselves tho task of vindicating the privileges 
enjoyed by the Asiatic women, and have attempted ta 
shew that, in point of fhet, they are not under any 
reatrictiofy at all; but such persons have no chance 
agninst the advocates for improvement: the yensoning 
on both sides ia not a litle curious, bearing strong 
ovidence of the novelty of the subject, and the erude 
ideas it has ongendered, 

The custom of polygamy appears to be the grand 
difficulty to the approximation to Europea mamers, 
which upon many accounts would be so dosirable ; 
but tt is astonishing how very litle is known con- 
cerning the domestic establishments of citer Moslem 
oy Tlindoo. 

A modern Persian writer * has said that, from his 
own experience in the matter, it is easier to live with 
two tigresses than two wives; and in India, many 
more persons thansis usually supposed, either through 
individual attachment, or for the salto of peace and 
quietness, content themselves with one, There is 
always ¥o great a distinction between the first wile, 
and those who submit to tke an inferior rank, that 
no persons of wealth or fanily would permit their 
daughters to contract a marriage with a’man who has 
alyeady placed a lady at the head of his establishment ; 
and, therefore, it would appear that, in-reality, there is 
rather a plurality of mistresses than of wives; and 
that, though the custom of the country sanctions their 
living together, the first, or, as she Is sometimes 


* Abu Taleb Khan. 


152 GOVERNMENT-IOUSH, 


termed, the equal wife, is the only poraon of great 
reapoctability or consequence, the other women being 
eithor in a very subordinate capacity, or degraded to 
the condition of household servants. 

Few things are more surprising to native gentlemen 
than the display of female talent in arts or acquire. 
ments which have been considered the exclusiva 
possession of men, Accomplishments, particularly 
thoso of music and dancing, are not held in any 
respect; but their encomiums upon female artists 
and authors, shew that they entertain great reverenco 
for such manifestations of intellectual superiority, A 
Mahvratta general, at a ball, asked to be introduced to 
the lady who had written a book ; and in looking at 
miniatures from a female pencil, it was frequently 
remarked that the English women execeded the men 
in talent. 

Want of urbanity, a too common trait in the 
English character, will, it is te benfemed, retard the 
good understanding which ought to exist between 
natives of rank and the servants of thelr foreign 
rulers ; but there can be little doubt that our retaining 
the posseasion of India will mainly depend upon the 
coneiliation of a class of persona, whom it appeara to 
have been hitherto the policy to depress and neglect, 
if not to insult, Natives of rank, property, and 
influence, must speedily acquire a knowledge of tholy 
position and of their strength; and untess they should 
obtain the respect, consideration, and importance, 
which scem so justly thole due, it can seareely he 
expected that they will continue to give their supe 
port to government, whose servants aro resolutely 
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opposed to their interests, [Litherto thero has been 
litle to tempt them into privato socioty ; with very 
few exceptions, Anglo-Indian residents have been 
indigposed to impart or to veeeive information from 
natives ; they have taken little pains to instruct them 
upon the subject of modes and mauneis which must 
have struck thom as being odd and unaccountable, 
or to inspire them with respect by the display of 
superior mental powers. But whilo ball-rooms have 
been deserted, the theatre has always proved an 
attraction, Parties of Lindostanee gentlemen, beauti- 
fully clad in white muslin, and, should the weather be 
cold, enveloped in Cashmeres, which would make 
the heart of a Parisian lady awell with envy, take 
thelr places in the boxes of the Chowringes theatre, 
sitting in tho first row, and as nom the stage as 
porsibla. ‘hey prefor tragedy to comedy ; and when 
the treasury fa very low, and a full attendance of 
some consequence, the manager, consulting rather the 
interests of (he house than the talents of the actors, 
announces the representation of Maebeth or Othello, 
which is sure to erowd the benches with Asiatic 
spectators, 

A spirit af inquiry is now awakened in the minds 
of the natives, which cannot fail to lead to very 
important resulta; their anxicty to render themsclyes 
acquainted with the meana by which sefence has 
been enabled to produce such extraordinary effects, 
will eatablish the bond of union so much wanted 
between them and tho European residents, At the 
formal visita, to which the intercow'se has until now 
been too much restricted, the greater portion of 

ug 
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gentlemen holding official situations, have found the 
mode of conversation, carried on necarding to enslemn 
etiquette, too irksome for long endurance ; and rather 
than submit to weages and customs which wero new 
and disagreeable, they abridged all: communication 
as much as possible, giving very litle encouragement 
to the natives to persevere in the attempt to cultivate 
a better understanding, Where no interpreter’ is 
required, persons of equal rank, upon visite of cere 
mony, rerely converse with each other, ‘Their obscr~ 
vations are directed to the chief personages of their 
retinue, and the individual thus civeuitonaly addressed, 
yeplies in the same manner, There is something very 
absurd in seeing, at some small military post, an 
interview of this nature take place between the 
English commandant and a petty rajah in the neigh- 
bourhood. ‘The latter makes his appearance with as 
large a sumarree as ho can muster; his elephants, 
horses, state-palanquins, hirearrahe, peons, and mateh« 
lock-men, many in very ragged case, are drawn up 
in an imposing mamer on the outside, and he enters, 
accompanied by the yaunger branches of his timully, 
and hangers-on of a rather inferior cleseription, whe 
put themselves behind the chairs set for tho great 
people. THowover averso the officer thus visited may 
be to ostentation and parade, his servanta have his 
honour too much at heart to permit him to use his 
own discretion; they crowd into the antechumbers 
and yerandahs, those at the head of the establishment 
take up e position which enables them to support 
their master’s dignity by becoming the medium of' cone 
munication ; conversation is thus necessarily reduced 
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to common-places, and, exeepting when circumstances 
require an almost daily intercourse, Enropeas are 
seldom or ever at the pains to place it upon a more 
(riendly footing. 

While we must regret that so long a period hag 
been suffered to elapse, without cementing a closer 
hond of union between the Anglo-Indian and the 
Asiatic community, it would be unfair not to make 
allowances For the peculiar position of the British 
residents in Hlindostan, An Englishman always finds 
it very dificnlt to accommodate himself to foreign 
usages and customs; and as the greater number of 
civil and inilitary servants were placed in very res- 
pousible situations, they might consider it advisable 
not to incur the auspicion of an interested partiality, 
by au intimate personal acquaintance with natives, 
who in their official capacity they might be supposed 
to favour from some sellish motive. It must also be 
considered, that, atthough we have now full and un- 
disputed possession of the whole of the Peninsula, 
the quiet settlement of the country under British 
rule has been effected within a limited periad, and 
that in the difleult position in which Europeans were 
placed, it would have been impolitic to mix themselves 
up with pergona who, in all probability, would have 
taken advantage of confidence too rashly placed, It is 
highly honowable to the Byitish character, that, in 
spite of its want of wrbanity, and the little personal 
affection which it creates, ity uprightness and steadi- 
ness have aceured the fidelity of immense multitudes 
bound to a foreign government by the equal distribu- 
tion of justice and tho security of property. It is 
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unfortunate that we cannot unite the more ondenring 
qualities with tho moral exeellences for which we ure 
distingnished : but, aa the aspect of affairs in altovings 
in India, we shall do well to consult the signs of the 
times, and remedy those defects which we have found 
in our system before it be too late, 

It is greatly to the evedit of the natives of! India 
that they are disliked and despised only by those who 
are ofther unacquainted with thelr language, or who 
have been yery little in their society, Tran such men 
as Mr, Tastings, Sir John Malcolm, Colonel lod, Sir 
Thomas Munro, Mx. Elphinstone, and indeed all 
who baye had opportunities of becoming intimately 
acquainted with them, they have received juatice ; 
their faults and vices are those of their religion and 
their laws, but, notwithstanding almost fimumernble 
cixcumstances adverse to the formation of moral cha- 
yacter, they poxsess many endearing and redeeming 
virtues, and no people in the world are so quick 
at discerning merit, or so ready to acknowledye it 

The latest accounts from Caleutta state, that the 
present Governor-general has determined to break 
through “the unjust and aristocratical distinctions 
which,” as the writer terma it, “have for se long a 
period fistered the feelings * of those in tho lesa 
elevated grades of Indian society,” by oxtondiyg the 
invitations to Goyermment-house to persons whe, pres 
vious to his appointment, had not been considered 
eligible to so high av honour, Whether this measure, 


* Tho atudy of grandiloquencs eanot bo puraned to may 
adyantoge thin in the columns of a Colonial Newspaper 
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which relntes to the European portion of the com- 
munity, will produce the good effect which the com. 
montator of the Lidia Gasette so fondly anticipates, is 
exceedingly questionable. Ie tells us that it will 
“alrengthen the attachment to the government, and 
cnable individuals in different stations of life to form 
intimacies engendered by merit.” Few persons above 
the very lowest orders arc desirous to destroy all 
the distinctions of rank; an unlimited eniré into 
Governinent-house to Europeans of every deserip- 
tion would not, we believe, be considered advisable, 
and wherever the line of demarcation shall be placed, 
there will be discontent. Those who are most anxious 
to gain admission for themselves, feel equally desirous 
to oxclude the class immediately beneath them; and 
on inguivy it will be found that those shopkeepers, who 
complain of the prejudices which kept them out of 
the best society, refuse to associate with trades which 
ave not considered so genteel as thelr own, The recep- 
Hon-rooms at Govermment-honse may be crowded by 
all sorts and conditions of men, but so fur from engen« 
dering friendships between them, the only effect of 
such indiscriminato assemblages will be to bring the 
public parties into disrepute, and to render private 
sogiety more rigid and exclusive than ever. * 


»® Cards of Invitation to tho balls and parties of Goyornment- 
house haya heen lately sont to persone in the pilot sorvico: yery 
respectuble men, no doubt, but, fom thoi habits, education, und 
manners, aeareely Mtting gueats for the clrole of n court, It is 
anil that avon the stewards of ships fonnd entrance into these 
promiscnous assemblies, and that (te company altogether made a 
strange appenanee. Some of the gentlemen clioso Lo appear In 
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There is already a tendency to divide and separate 
in the Anglo-Indian community of Caleutta; several 
circles ave now forming where one alone formerly 
embraced the whole of the resident gentry. Ina less 
extensive population, every body of a certain yank 
became acquainted with euch other, and visited with- 
out reference to superiority of income, or of the ifs 
feront degyeea of honour attached to their individual 
occupations and pursuits; but as the number of 
residents have increased, they have been attracted 
to each other by similarity of circumstances, New 
arrivals have become too numerous to excile general 
observation and attention, and the hospitality which 
they experienca is confined to those to whom they 
have been particularly recommended. Now that there 
is a choice of visitors, people are beginning to be 
fastidious, and to look with disdain upon partics 
which ave not select; and in a short time Caleutta 
will resemble London in its exactions of certain pass 
ports and credentials for admission into the best 
society, When to visit at the Government parties 
ceases to confer any distinction, the leading people 
of the presidency will only give their attendance 
when it camot be avoided, Invidious differences 
deshabille, wearing white calleo jackets, and carrying white beaver 
hate under thoir arms; others were requested to whthdnay i 
consequence of the wnruliness of thelr demeanour s whily thon 
who were too well conducted to transgress the bounds of decorum, 
spent thelr Lime ina yery uncomtortable state of neitiaint. On 
one of these guests buing asked, how ho was amused at tie 
party; he replied, “ Protty well; Ave or six of ua got togethes 
and sat down.” ‘This person Irought his invitation with hin to 
England in order to convineo the incredulous 
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will be made between private and public nights, 
and the feelings of those who are exeluded will 
continue to fester, upon the discovery that litle or 
nothing has been gained by a relaxation of court 
otiquette, At no period has exclusion from Govorn« 
ment-house rendered the party ineligible to admission 
to private society in Caleutta, where the distinctions 
ave certainly not more invidious to Europeans than 
those of any other gity. 

The position of Indo-Britons al Government-house 
is somewhat singular, and it perhaps would have 
been advisable to have extended invitations to respec~ 
table persons of that class, In this case, native 
prejudice has been more considered than the aristo- 
evatic feeling which has excluded retail dealers, who 
boast an unsullied descent from European parents. 
The natives look down, or at least have looked down, 
with great contempt upon a mixed breed, which 
upon the maternal wide must havo sprung from the 
Jowest or the least virtuous class of society ; and 
Anglo-Indians, who chose to associute with the half 
caste children of the soil, forfeited their claims lo mix 
among their equals, Lo be secon in public with, 
or to be known to bo intimate at the houses of 
Indo-Uritona, was fatal (o a new arrival in Caloutta ; 
there was no possibility of emerging from the shade, 
or of iuking frienda or connections in a higher 
sphere, ‘Tho better classes of tho Euresians, as it is 
now the fashion to call them, bore their exelusion 
with more equanimity than tho Europea shop« 
keepers, though certainly their cause was the harder 
of the two; many were mevehunts on a very extensive 
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scale, whose occupation could not he objected to, the 
tint of their skin being the only thing against them, 
Latterly, however, a great atiy has been made py thiy 
portion of the community, who, in the orationa with 
which tho Lown Tall bag ring, and the appeals 
issuing from the press, cleseant with more cloquence 
than judgment upon the wrongs of thelr camry, 
sometimes arvoguting to themselves the glavy of theiv 
maternal ancestors, and at others claiming the wyhte 
of Englishmen, and demanding to be placed in aflieial 
situations under a governmont whieh they represent 
to be little better than an usurpation, 

Yor a very long period, no half-caate was admitted 
into Government-house ; marriages with this class of 
the community wore discouraged by banishment from 
society, and ayen by the forfoiture of office, Neverthe. 
less, the charms of the dark-cyed beauties prevailed ; 
aman of high rank contrived to introduco his wife ; 
other marricd ladies were admitted, there being no 
longer any plea for thaiy exclusion; but it was otill 
a long time before exceptions ware made in favour of 
ilogitimate daughters, Several succeeding Governors 
general positively refused to admit them ; and tt is 
not exactly known how theit entrance was effected 
at last, These young ladios form the only individnuls 
of their sex who enjoy greater privileges thin are 
allowed to tho masculine portion of the same class 
Emancipation from the restrictions which oblige then 
to move in a very inferior grade of socloty, his been 
rigidly denjed to the sons of Enropeana by native 
women; thelr only employments lending ta wealth 
have been wholly moreantile, and the greater number 
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have heen only qualified to fill the lower orders 
of clerkships, At the orphan schools, the sisters of 
funilies are taught to dance; but that accomplish. 
ment is not considered necessary in the education 
of the brothers, and the young ladics, conscious of 
thely suporior prospects, look down upon thelr male 
relatives with undisguised disdain, Nearly all the 
famales aspire to manages with Europeans, 'and ave 
with great reluctance prevailed upon to unite them. 
selves to persons of theiy own class, The men are less 
ambitions; they are afeaid of being despised by their 
wives, or perhaps, in consequence of the greater 
dificulty of forming alliances amongst persons of a 
different complexion, are content to mutch with those 
of their own condition, * 

The city of Calentta is indebted to the Marquess 
Wollesloy for the erection of Government-house, 
Previous to the appointment of that nobleman to the 
viceroyship of Indlay there waa nothing in the city 
worthy of the name, or at all superior to tho residence 
in Foyt William, intended for the retreat of the 
Governoy-general in the event of the attack of the 
eily by a hostile force, A great part of the furniture 
and amanwntal decorations were purchased. at the gale 
of General Claude Martine’s effocts at Lucknow 5 but 
they are little worthy of the edifice. ‘Chere ave a few 


* TL cannot he tuo atrongly Impressed pon tho reader's mind, 
that thea exclualona ouginuted In tho projudices of tha natives, 
who, while professing thair willingness to be goveried by Buroy 
peans, absolutely 1eluaed to submit lo persona springing from 
outenst females, Tlenee Ute impossibility of ndmitting balf-castes 
into the Company's aimy, 
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good portraits in the council chamber, thos of Tord 
Clive and Mr. Ifastings being esteemed fine apeehnens 
of the art; altogether, however, the interior disnp- 
points, falling far short of the expectations raised 
by the size and external grandour of the building, 
and the power of the Goyermment by which it hus 
been orected. Its pinnacles are the Sayourite resort 
of the argeelah, or butcher-bird, commonly called the 
adjutant It is said that every ono of theso animals 
has its peenliar roosting-place, and, as thoy stand 
motionless on their perches, they ave frequently mis 
taken at a little distance for stone appendages of the 
building. 

Notwithstanding the exclusions which ave described 
to be so * festering to the feelings,” the walls of 
Govermment~honse have witnessed an odd mélange 
of guests; many have strutted in great importance 
along its lighted saloons, whose pretensions to such 
an honour would have been aonsidered more than 

, doubtful in England, 

The entré is extended to captains of (ree-traders, 
some of whom seem rather ont of their element in 
fashionable parties ; but the honours paid to merchanta 
in the naval service are, in the present day, ag nothing 
compared to the glorics of their reveption before tho 
trade was open, and when. they brought intelligenve 
ardently Jocked-for, and supplies of still greatey ime 
portance, Formerly, the gonmandant of an Sndinnain 
was received in Calcutta with a royal salute; his 
colonial rank was equal to that of a post-cuptain in 
the voyal navy, and he was not less of a bashaw in the 
state-npartments of Goyernmentehouse thus on the 
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boards of his own quarter-deek. Skippers of char« 
tered vessels trading to India were aspirants for seats 
in the divection ; they made cuormous fortunes by the 
sale of their cargoes; and a passage home in their 
flonting hotels amounted 10 a sum, the interest of 
which would have maintained a moderate person in 
convort for life, Ohl Indians ave fond of reverting ta 
these glorious days, when money was plenty and news 
gearee ; whon vessels were a year upon their voyage, 
und their freight, always insuflicient to supply the 
demund, sold at the most extravagant prices; when 
people contrived to get in debt upon princely fortunes, 
and accustomed themselyes to so lavish a profusion of 
money, that they found they could not yeturn home 
unless they had the Bank of England at their command. 
Tt wag in these days that the parties at Governmont« 
house were in their glory. When the visitants felt 
thelr Importance, and were looked up to by the infe~ 
wor orders of the community as kings and princes, 
men high in office never appeared without thoir chob~ 
davg ; and all the natives whom they met were obliged, 
nceording to the custom of the country, to alight from 
theiy vehicles, and remain standing until they had 
pissed, It was necessary, in earlier times, for the 
English rudors to imitate the state and grandeur of the 
native potentates in their neighbourhood, who insisted 
upon this mark of respectful homage, and to which 
Vuropenns resident at their courts were compelled, 
however reluctantly, to submit. 

In a letter, dated 1770, we see how deeply the 
indignity, thna sustained by an Engliahmnan, rankled 
in hig mind. Speaking of the death of Cossim Ally 
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Khan, who had exporionced grat reverses, and expired 
in poverty without fiends or followers, the writer, an 
officer in the Company's service, says: © In passing 
by his childvon the other day, I could not help recal- 
lecting the having once, at Patna, been obliged to 
dismount from my horse, and wait a-foob till his 
retinue had passed me, before I was permitted to 
mount again or to relire, I could have done the same 
by his children but I bear no malice, and besides he 
could not well have known it himself?’ At Delhi and 
Lucknow, the approach of the king is still announced 
by kettle-ciums, which warn all other passengers to 
get out of the way; all the mmbrellas ave furled, and 
the people who are unable to effect 0 retrent are obliged 
to descend from thoiy carriages and stand on foot, 
with folded hands, while the royal personage passes, 
The Resident alone is permitted to keep hia chattuh 
over his head in the presence of the king al’ Oude, 
the rest of the Europeans being atWl obliged to endure 
the scorching rays of tho sun wuslteltered, whilo they 
have the honour to be in the monareh’s company, 
Such customs were only kept up by Murepcans as 
long as they were positively necessary. ‘The Governors 
general now goes about Calcutta, net only without 
state, but in the humblest manner; the prosent yiees 
voy * having, it is said, upon more than ane oceasion, 
asked a seat in a bugey of a stranger, who did not 
guess the rank of his companion until he was requested 
to drive to Government-houae ; like tho mout cles 
brated caliph of Bagdad, ho was fond of perambulating: 
the city incog, Though, in former times, auch condret 
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would have brought the Government into contempt, 
the natives of Calcutta are now ao much accustomed 
to the unastentatious mode of living pursucd by the 
Feoringhees, Wnt they have lost a great part of the 
astonishment it formerly oxcited; still, they ave of 
opinion that England must be a very poor country, in 
which people live so miserably that they do not 
know how to assume the state to which they might 
aspire in India, 

Every native, however, who comes to England, 
expresses his surprise at the splendour which meets his 
gaze. The number and magnificence of the equipages 
particularly attract their notice, At one of the late 
drawing-rooms, two suwars, who have made their way 
to the Court of Directors from the Upper Provinces, 
expressed their admiration in a very lively manner of 
the carriages and horace which they saw assembled in 
St. James's Strect, Several officers who spoke their 
language were amongat the spectators, and they derived 
infinite gratification from the questions and remarks 
of these mon. ‘They asked whether there were many 
other cities of equal size and splendour in England, 
and confessed that they had no expectation of sceing 
the wealth aud comfort which were displayed in all 
directions, ‘Tho quantity of gooda exposed in the 
shops, und the abundant clothing worn by all ranks 
of tho people, excited their suprise, and they will 
probably go back astonished that any body should be 
induced to leave a land flowing with riches of every 
description to seek their fortunes in so poor a country 
ag India, 
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Tire benuties of the provinee of Behar have became 
extensively known from numerous drawings and Jitho- 
graphs, by the pencil of Sir Charles D'Oyley, whose 
viows of this part of India and of Dacea ave in posses- 
sion of all who have the means of gratifying a taste 
for the splendid scenery of ony Indinn territories, 
River travellers have little opportunity of judging of 
the richness and fertility of this fine trnet of county, 
since its aspect towards the Ganges is less luxuriant 
than that of the greener shores of its neighbour, Ken. 
gal; but in penetrating a little into the interior, evory 
step is fraught with objects replate with interest, Che 
province is not destitute of hills; and the whole snr- 
face is sufficiently undulated to give variety and 
picturesqueness to the views, which are distinguished 
by a quiet kind of beauty exccediugly delightful to 
the eye, Numerous mosques and pagodas, perched 
on rocky eminences, or embosomed in trees, form the 
principal features, diversified occasionally by fine old 
Moosulmaun tombe in equally happy situations, 

Arrah, a amall, and, ns it ia techuteally termed, 
* civil” station, five-and-thirty miles west of Patna, 
is one of the pretticat places of the kind in Tudia, Phe 
society is very limited, seldom conslating of more than 
five families, those of the judge and the collector, their 
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vespective nasistants, anc a surgeon, Not many Enro- 
pean stations are without indigo factorics in their im- 
mediate vicinity ; but when they are few in number, a 
variety of circumstances may oecuy to prevent their con- 
tribating thoir quota to the society of the place. ‘The 
owners are not always resident; and where there are no 
ladies in the family, in those seasons of the year in 
which the planter is wholly oceupied by the process of 
manufheturing the indigo, thore can be little commu- 
nication between him and his neighbours. Sometimes 
the atation is nearly deserted, the judge and the collec- 
tor hetaking themselves to the woods, and making the 
cirenit of the district in pursuance of their official 
duties, 

Zt was at one of these periods that I paid my first 
visit to this beautiful spot; and though it could 
scarecly be dignified by the namo of an adventure, it 
formed one of the most interesting and romantic incl- 
dents of a journey of geven hundred miles, undertaken 
alone, and with so limited a knowledge of the lan- 
guage as scarecly to permit me to boast of any 
acquaintance with it atall, Arrah had been mentioned 
by the post-master at Benares (from which station, 
aller a vost ofa few days, my journey had been cons 
tinued) as a convenient halting-place for twouty-four 
hours, ainee, before I reached it, passing the hot period 
ofeach day at Ghazeepore and Buxar, I must he three 
nights apon the road ; a prospect threatoning conside- 
rable fatigue, with the few chances of obtaining any 
thing save broken and restless slumbers offered by 
a palanquin, On my arrival at Buxar, where I had 
expected to be furnished with letters of introduction 
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to one of tho principal funilies, I Jemned that all the 
married people were absent from their homes. ‘The 
unbounded hospitality exercised all aver India ron. 
dered this information inmaterial, an fir as my comfort 
was concerned ; I caukl have no hesitation in entering 
the house of an Buropean in the abaence of its owners, 
as I felt assured that it would not, when reported to 
them, be considered am intrusion; but that, on the 
contrary, they would only rogrot that (hey had not 
been at home to reecive me, I felt anxious, however, 
to obtain some sort of credentinl to supply the want 
of oral communication, and was therefore funished 
by the post-master with a letter, written in Persian, 
and addressed to the servant in charge of the house 
belonging to the judge, 

Left a dinner-pmty at Buxar (which [had reached 
in the morning) about eleven at night; and in cons 
sequence of a mistake in tho directions given to the 
bearers, who were not in attendance at the end of the 
first stage, did not arrive at Avra until eight tn the 
morning. Tho mansion of the Burra Saib was easily 
found, and in going up to the principal entrance, the 
worthy old sirday-bearer aroused himself fron a very 
comfortable repose, which ho was enjoying tn the 
voerwndah, to do the honours of the house I was 
vory evidont that he could not veud a word of the 
letter, which he twisted about in his hinds with o 
hopeless expression of countenanee s bul, nevertheleay, 
he was quite prepared to render me every serviey fn 
his power, and as wo could not eonprehentl a single 
syllable which we addressed ta each ather, he very 
judiciously made my arrival known to the only Burn 
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peans in tho place, two young gentlemen, assistants 
to the magistrate and civil surgeon, Previons to the 
ayvival of these visitors, he led the wily to the apat« 
ments he had destined for my use, and’ had excellent 
reason to be delighted with the spl@ndour of my 
aeconmodation, Whilst perambulating:-the numerous 
chambers of this spacious mansion, under the superin« 
tendence of my dusky esquire, by a very slight stretch 
of the imagination I could fancy myself in the situa- 
tion of a heroine of a fairy tale, following the guidance 
of n atrange conductor through the Jabyrinths of some 
enchanted castle, I certainly had never expected to 
see so perfect a realization of my youthful visions of 
the splendid retreat of the White Cat, the solitay 
palace of the King of the Black Islands, ov the domicile 
of that most gracious of beasts, the interesting Azor, 
Long suites of lofly and beautifully-furnished apart- 
ments extended on every side ; in the verandahs hung 
numerous cages fillyl with brilliantly-plumed birds, 
from the ranges of Nepaul, rave even in their noigh- 
bouring plains ; an immense chameleon had taken up 
its abode fra tree planted ina large tub, and enclosed 
with lattice-work, and many other objects equally 
curfous met my gaze; but T deferred a nearer inspece 
tion until E had changed my attire, and, after crossing 
soveral handsome rooms, renched a bed-chamber, 
which opened into a boudoir and bathing-room, the 
prattiest of their kind which I had yet seen in India. 
A aort of terraced verandah, shut in by a balustrade, 
and leading down by a flight of stone ateps into a 
heautiful garden, stretched along one side of these 
delightful chambers ; the prospect from this balcony 
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was loveliness itself; boyond the bright pavterrea of 
flowers, a small lakelet spread its calm and silvery 
waters, while the back-grownd was filled up gloriously 
with masses of foreatetrecs, bearing the richest luxu- 
riance of foliage. 

Weary and a wanderer, as IT ant down amidst all 
this pomp of scenery, and aurveyed the luxuries of 
the habitation which had become my temporary abode, 
T could not repress the vain wish that I had arrived 
at the end of my pilgrimage, and that I was destined 
to pasa the remainder of my life in a retreat so well 
adapted to my taste, and presenting so many objects 
of attraction—books, pictures, flowers, and birds—to 
a mind alveady shrinking from the turmofly md 
troubles of tho world. And now, when involved in 
cares and anxieties, struggling against difficulties, and 
perplexed by the perverse accidents of lift, I cannot 
refrain flom casting wistfnl glances back to that 
beautiful spot, sighing, as fancy tells me how cally 
and tranquilly existence would have worn out in 
acenes so congenial to  wearied spirit, My toilette 
wag speedily completed ; and, notwithstanding my 
raptures—bronkfast being now a subject of considers 
able importance—T established myself in a aplendid 
drawing-room, which, amongst jis other ombellishs 
ments, boasted a very excellent collection of hooks, 
ranged in chiffoniers, which stood between Jaro panels 
in the walls, filed up with oil paintings trom the 
pencil of the accomplished master of the house: 
decorations rather unusual in India, where it fa no 
difficult to cultivate a taatd*for the fine arta, and where 
so many active enemies ave at work to destroy the 
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external appemance of volumes, generally worm. 
eaten and moth-eaten, if not wholly destroyed by 
while ants, 

T had almost forgotten, over a now novel, my 
vexation at the obtuseness of the sirdar-bearer, who 
was at once the civilest and the stupidest of men, and 
who could not be made to understand that J xequired 
a bottle of tea, which I had brought with me, to be 
warmed for my morning's repast, when my studies 
were interrupted by the arrival of the two gentlemen 
before mentioned, who hastened to pay their respects 
to the stranger, and to offer refreshment, My wish, 
it appeared, had heen anticipated, for my visitors were 
specdily followed by their servants, who spread a 
very excellent: breakfast on the table, brought fom 
the hospitable residence of my new friends, and which 
oxplained the unwillingness of the old sirdar to exort 
the powers of his art upon my humble bottle of tea : 
he knew that there was better provision at hand, and 
ho was also fully aware of the break{asting propensity 
of Anglo-Indians. The natives of Hindostan, though 
able to support long fasts, ave by no menue partial to 
abstinence from food beyond the usual hour for 
thoir meal, and readily enter into the feclings of 
Europeans, where eating is concerned, ‘he comnion 
bearers, on a dade jownoy, will suggest the necessity 
of tho traveller's taking some refreshment, and will 
readily exert themselves in procuring and preparing 
anything that a village bazaar may afford, 

The rage of hunger being repressed, I entered into 
conversation with the gentlemon who were at once 
my entertainers and my guests, and learned from them 
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gome very interesting particulars relative to the state 
of the province. 

On passing along the read leading to the house of 
the judge, which is situated at the end of the village, 
I was struck with the similitude between the aeenery 
of this fir and forcign land with that which xo 
frequently occurs in Tngland, It looked like the 
approach to some populous hamlet, cuatered with the 
houses and grounds of’ country gentlemen, The man- 
sions of the European residents were too completely 
embosomed in trees to betray their Asiatic air; a 
small pagoda or two ensily passed as a fantastic por- 
ter’s Jodge ; and a large open forge, together with a 
yard closely resembling that of a wheelwright, eom- 
pleted the illusion. The village, whose outskirts had 
already attracted my attention, became indelibly 
engraved upon my memory by the narrative of some 
execedingly shocking events which had lately occurred 
in it, ’ 

During a long series of years, the domestic quietude 
of Arvrah had not been disturbed by brawls or blaod. 
shed ; its inhabitants appeared to be a quiet, inoflensive, 
industrious race, removed from all temptation to 
commit outrages on the persons or pursed of’ their 
fellowscrentures, In the midst or this tranquillity, 
tho judge was surprised by the andden appearance of 
a peasant, who, with looka hetokening the mout direfal 
alam, informed him, that in ploughing a field in the 
close vicinity of the village, he had tamed up the 
earth which covered the coyse of a newly-anurdered 
man, The judge immediately proceeded in person 
to the spot, attended by the eatwal of (he place, und 
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other officials, The body had been stripped ; but, by 
some aceident, the knife, with which its hasty sopul- 
ture had been effected, had dropped into the grave. 
Upon farther search, a vast number of human remains, 
in varions stages of decomposition, were discovered ; 
the fiold, indeed, appeared to be a perfect Golgothn, 
and ag no one had been missed from the neighbour- 
hood, it followed that the victims must be strangers, 
The horrible system of Zhuggy had not, at that 
period, been fully developed, nor was it supposed tu 
be practised in any part of this well-governed province, 
which had as yet escaped the infamous celebrity 
acquired by so many of its neighbours. The only 
clue to the perpetrator of these fearfil murders was 
afforded by the knife, for suspicion failed to rest upon 
any inhabitant of the quit village, where it appenred 
ho man distrusted his neighbour: yet, as it was 
scarcely possible that professional banditti could exist 
so close 10 a popwous place without the knowledge 
of the police, the slaughter was deemed to be the 
work of a single assussin, living in the heart of a 
well-regulated community, and outwardly conforming 
to its simple and harmless practices, Farther investi- 
gation established tha truth of this conjecture, The 
knife was acknowledged at once by the blacksmith of 
the village to be his own workmanship; he had ma- 
nufretured many such; but a difficulty remained in 
tracing it to the purchaser, The owner of a toddy- 
shop, the only person who was in the habit of offering 
accommodation to travellers and way firers—the class 
to which the unfortunate victims evidently belonged 
was well-known ag a customer, and his apprehension 
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led to a disclosure of the frightful detaila of his 
infamous calling. 

Dissipated and profligate characters alone, in India, 
indulge in the perniciaus habit of drinking fermented 
liquors ; travellers of this description, allured hy the 
intonleating beverage offered by the owner of the 
toddy-shap, were induced to Wike up their quarters 
for the night wnder his root They wore readily 
stupified by the eflecta of this potent apirit, md in 
that helpless condition easily beeame the prey of their 
treacherous host. It was his custom to strangle the 
unfortunate wretches who fell into his toils, and, 
atter stripping, to bury them in a convenient field, 
Usually, he made the graves too deep for any ordinary 
accident to reveal thelr hideous secrets ; but, upon the 
Inst occasion, some unforeacen efreumstance retarded 
the perpetration of the murder to so late an howy, that 
ha had not time to take the proper preeautions, and 
the whole mystery of hig abominable ovenpation aaa 
laid open to his shuddering neighbours, ‘lhe contes+ 
sion of the assassin placed the matter beyond all doubt, 
and his execution restored the quiel'village of Arrah 
to its usual character of immoconce and pence, —‘U'higss 
ave generally gregarious, hut this monster, thaugh 
evidently belonging to the tribe designated by that 
name, pursued his dreadful trade slone. 

One of the relators of the foregoing incident 
remarked, that he had the authority of a very reapeet« 
able native for believing that practised murderers 
frequently prowl about the ronda and villager in 
disguise, apparently in so helpless a condition an to 
disarm the suspicions of travellers; who, strong, active, 
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and courageous, entertain no apprehension from the 
sinister designs of withered, wretehed-looking objects, 
whom they could annihilate at once with a blow. 
The narvator of the following incident,” continued 
my kind entertainer, * was proceeding homeward from 
Lucknow, together with some others of his friends who 
resided near his abode; before they had quitted the 
Oude frontier they fell in with a Mussulman faqueer, 
who was apparently travelling in the sume direction. 
As is often the case with native travellers (and the 
custom, by the way, affords great facilities to Zhugs), 
4 proposal was made that they should join company ; 
this was agrecd 10, and the party proceeded forward. 
A. litle farther on they met another person whose 
abject and scarcely human appearance excited disgust 
as well as compassion. IIe begged pitcously for alms, 
and represented himself to be in a starving condition, 
The narrator, a Rohilla Patan, of some blood, felt 
indignant at the iptrusion of this squalid strangor, 
who, not content with asking charity, demanded to be 
allowed to travel on in company ; the rest of the party 
exeopt the /aqueer, who was not so scrupulous, objected 
alan, Tho faqueer, however, assured the new comer 
of his protection, and gave him some rice, which he 
had got ready-cooked; and with this disagreeable 
addition to their mumber, the company proceeded. 
Towards tho evening of that day, the whole of the 
travellers arrived near a village, in which it was pro- 
posed to reat during the night: to this all except the 
JSagueer agreed; but he had some yow to perform, 
which obliged him to take up his quarlers under a 
treo, and, having selected one for the purpose, hie 
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pulled out his xaial, ov smoking apparatis, spread 
his carpet, and aaked the mendicant, to whom he had 
shown so much kindness, to go into the village aul 
get him a piece of lighted charcoal. ‘Pho main holy, 
alter exchanging compliments, parted, and went on 
towards the village ; but they had seareely proceeded 
four hundved yards before they heard a ery coming 
from the direetion of the place where they had lett 
their late companions. Running back with all haste, 
they found the faqucer tnd his miserablolooking guest 
struggling on the ground; but before thoy could 
reach the combatants, the former had got the better 
of his adversary, wham he was holding down, A 
knife and a divided noose were lying on the ground. 
The fagueer explained the circumstances in which he 
had been discovered, in the following manners his 
faithless messenger had pretended to gorupon the 
errand to the village, but, instead of proceeding 
thither, had hidden bimself beneads some bushes, and, 
watching his opportunity, while the,/iqueer was busy 
about hig smoking materials, stole softly behind him, 
and contrived to throw & noose over his head. ‘Che 
attack would have been rendered instantaneously 
fatal, had not the fugueer, while ignorant of his danger, 
put his hand to his throat, and luckily got his fingers 
entangled in the cord, which preveuted it from being 
so closely and tightly deawn ay is usual in gimilar 
attempts. More providentially still, he had a kuite 
in his girdle; this he drew, and having severed the 
noose, he threw himself on the villamoua Z'dng, who, 
low compelled to trust to personal strength alone, was 
speedily worsted in the conflict, ‘The assassin being 
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secured, it was proposed that he should suffer death 
upon the spot, a punishment he justly merited ; but 
which, notwithstonding the abundance of proof, would 
not perhaps be inflicted by the judicial authorities of 
& country so ill-governed as that of Oude, where the 
greatest criminals are frequently allowed to escape ; 
but the fagueer ngain interceded in behalf of the 
ungratelal wreteh, and, at his earnest persuasion, the 
vest of the party agreed to let him go. The faquees 
wus not, however, inclined to sufler his prisoner to 
escape altogether without receiving some punishment 
for hia misdoings ; he said that he could not part with 
him without giving him a token in remembrance of 
his late adventure, and, sharpening his knife, he cut 
off the Zhug's nose, and then gathering his effects 
together, pursued his journey with great coolness and 
composure, 

“ Knowing the narrator of this story,” continned 
my new friend,“ to be a man of respectable character 
and undoubted verecity, us he assured me that he was 
an eye-witness of the whole affair, I have no doubt 
whatever thut the incident actually occurred. From 
another intelligent uative, with whom I conversed on 
the subject of those numerous hordes of banditti which, 
during 4o many ages, have been supposed to fnfest 
various parts of Hindostan, I learned that there existed 
a tradition which imputed the massaere’ of three 
thousmd Thugs to the emperor Shah Jehan, who 
pursued these wretches with a seeret but uranitting 
enmity, in consequence of the murder of one of’ his 
officers. ‘The story is thus told, and, though not so 
wel) anthenticated gs many of a similar description, 
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there being no direct evidenco of the fhete related, it 
generally believed by those who have handed it dawn 
from their forefathers. 

« An officer of high repute, as woll ag great personal 
courage, was sent by the emperor on a confidential 
migsion to Bengal. Tlaving fulfilled his instructions, 
he set ont on his return to the capital, and while upon 
the road, fell in with a cousiderable body of Chugs. 
Being of a wary and civeumspect disposition, and, 
moreover, well acquainted with tho habils and man 
ners of this description of robbers, he waa upon hia 
guard, and as they dared not make an open nttack, 
he knew that he was only in danger fom stratagem. 
Completely alive to all tho dovices of his enemies, the 
first party, who tracked his route lo a considerable 
distanco, were unable to take bim at disndvantage, 
and being at length weary of the pursuit, they made 
him over, for a sum of money, toa freah band, whe 
were ensily incited by the report of the rich elects 
which he carried about with him, ty attempt to possess 
themselves of them. ‘Theso villains were as wanes 
cessful as their predecessors; they found the murder 
eset with too many difficultica to be accomplished, 
and, meeting with another set of Cheir associates, who 
were buoyed up with inflated notions of thelr own 
cleverness, they made the same bargain with them 
which had formerly appeared so promising to them 
selves. ‘The offieey continued to he go strletly wpon 
his guard, that theae. new assailants had net a abigle 
opportunity of approaching his person, until he hud 
nearly reached the end of his jouney. ‘The daveller’s 
horse becoming quite exhausted, while in the midat 
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of a wide plain, it was absolutely necessary to allord 
the wearied animal a short respile ; and directing the 
syce to clean his charge and then to keep watch unti. 
he should awake, he laid himself down with his bundle 
of valuables by his side, The syce cleaned his master's 
horse, but, as it might be expected from a Iindoo 
domestic, negieeted the latter part of the command, 
and soon weary of acting as sentinel, lay down and 
fell asleep, A Zhug, who was on the reconnoitre, 
evept slowly and stealthily through the grass, and 
suceceded in flinging a noose over the bundle, which 
was too heavy for him to carry off without assistance ; 
he then retreated, but the officer, who only counter- 
feited sleep, aware of the whole proceeding, disengaged 
his property from tho snare, and fastened the noose 
vound the log of his less vigilant syce. In consequence 
of this manceuvre, when two or three of the confede- 
yates began to draw in the line, Instead of securing 
the prize they sought, they gol nothing but the asto- 
nished aud half-stupificd syce. Lhe oflicer, with a 
laugh, mounted his horse aud rode onward until he 
entered the capil, Lere he considered himself sate, 
aud rejoicing at having escaped so many and such 
dangerous enenies, entered, as he begun to fecl han- 
gry, the house of a person who kept a cool-shop, and 
ordered a Aubdb, ox dish of youst meat, for his regale, 
Tle was shewn into an upper apartment, furnished for 
the reception of visitors, and was soon supplied with 
what he required. A short tinte afterwards, a second 
guest appeared, who was ushered inte the same room, 
and ontertained ina similar manner, Some time 
elapsed, every thing remained quiet in the travellers’ 
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apartment, who did not make thoir re-appearance, as 
the man of the house had expected them to do when 
they had finished their meal, “Somewhat surprised, 
he ran up stairs, and was horror-atruck by the sight 
of a strangled corpse lying on the floor, Ue recognised 
in the murdered man the person of the first traveller ; 
his assasyin had eflveted his eseapo through a small 
window. Overwhelmed as he was hy this shacking: 
entastrophe, the cool had sense enongh to know, that 
unless he could give an explanation of the business 
sulliciently clear to satisfy the cudmal, he should not 
escape death, and perhaps not even then, After nome 
consultation with his wife and servant, he determined 
on concealing the affair altogether ; he therefore put 
the body into a large wide-mouthed jar, and tying 
some heavy stones about it, flung it inte the river, 
Murder, they say, will out; and this case proved one 
in point, for the cook's artiftes did not suceeed ; thie 
waters velusing to conceal this fond deed, cast up the 
jar, which rose to the muface Sof the strom, It 
chanced that his majesty the emperor was slung in 
an open baleony of his palace, and beheld the jar 
swimming down the river, Curiosity, or somo wmides 
finable motive, caused him to determing to ace what 
fortune had sont in this adventure ; his conmmnds to 
that eflect were speedily obeyed, tho jar wan fishel 
out of the water, and the dreadful muture of ita caus 
tonts made manilest. The king, enraged beyond all 
hounds by the discovery that such foul acti were 
perpetrated close to his own vesidence, aent fer tho 
cutwad, aud told him that he should lose his head wn« 
Jess he bronght the murdcrer to punishment within a 
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given time, ‘The cxfmal, stimulated by the fear of 
death, made atrict inquiry, but for a considerable 
period without success; at length he summoned all 
the potters of the city, and placing the jar before 
them, it was recognised by the manufneturera, and 
traced to the owner of the cook-shop. The poor 
wretch loudly protested his innocence, and the king 
consented to spare his life on condition of his bringing 
the real offender to justice. The cook’s wits were 
sharpened by the danger in which he stood, md call. 
ing to mind the person of the second traveller, he 
succeeded, after some time, in pointing him out to the 
police, A ring, which was identified as belonging to 
the murdered officer, being found amongst the gar- 
ments of the prisoner, placed the matter beyond a 
doubt, and Shah Jehan having examined him privately, 
and thus made himself acquainted with the frightful 
nature of the practices and the extensive combinations 
of the Zhuge, dissembled deeply, and pardoning the 
offender, rendered him the instrument of a more signal 
nel of Justice, Through the agency of this person, he 
gneceeded in persuading great numbers of professional 
Thugs to ontor his service ; it is said by some that he 
formed them into a distinct corps, but this was only 
a snare to ensure their destruction ; for he turned 
theiy own rts upon them, and at a feast to which 
they were solenmly invited, he snrveunded the mise 
creanta with his guards, and they were all eut to 
pieces,” 

These narratives, and the discussions they produced, 
wore away the morning ; stories of murdered travel. 
lers, howaver frequently told, are always invested with 
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a strange charm, and in the last adventure the hitro- 
duetion of the jar afforded a pleasing Muatration of 
the popular tale of Zhe Forty Lhivves, To a lover of 
those agreeable fictions which go under the nie of 
the Arabian Nights, some of the most delightful cir- 
cunsatanceg attendant upon travelling in Tndiay procera 
from the vecognition of curious things mentioned in 
the wild aud wonderful legends which have heguiled 
ao many hours of our youth, ‘The first time I anw une 
of the carthen-ware jars in common use in Lindos 
tan, filly capable of containing a man, standing in the 
small yard of a respectable native’s house, tho mid- 
night sally of Morgiana recurred to my inind, with all 
the freshness and vividness made by the perusal of 
her courageous exploit, in years long numbered with 
the past, 

The sun being on the decline, T was templed, hy 
the extieme beauty of tho surrounding pleasure« 
grounds, to walk abroad, and, attended by the two 
gentlemen, entered a flower-garden, in which, in 
addition to the blossoming plants common to India, a 
great variety of Kuropean exotics bloomed. With 
the exception of balsams, single althwas, and roses, 
very few of the out-ofdoor flowers of English growth 
are to be seen in the gardens of Tlindostan ; even the 
mignonette, though a native of Arabia, is not common, 
but will thrive, like many others, if a snevession of 
fresh seeds can be procured ; for, milesa the euitivators 
of distant places exchange their seeds with each other, 
foreign productions soon dwindle and die away. 
~ This lovely garden Jed to the banks of a large tank, 
or vather lake, one of the most beautifal af those plecus 
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of artificial water with which the cultivated parts of 
India are so profusely embellished, In the centre, an 
island covered with lustrous flowering shrubs, formed 
« nest for innumerable small white herons, with snowy 
crests and fect of shivered topazes. Glaneing in and 
out of the dark green foliage, skimming along the 
surface of the water, or bending into it from the 
golden sands sloping from their flowery abode, these 
delicate creatures recalled to the mind the fanciful 
creations with which painters delight to people their 
enchanted islands and haunts of fairies, At every 
step I was reminded of the magic touches of Stanfield’s 
pencil, 0 exquisitely depicting the scenery in Oberon, 
or of the still nore magnificent delincations of Paradise 
by Martin, 

Opposite to a ghaut, or flight of aleps, a superb tree 
spreads its lofty aud umbrageous canopy over a well. 
Thia monarch of the forest being held in great reves 
rones by the [lindoo population of the place, groups 
of natives were gathéred under it, filling their water- 
pots, or proceeding to and fro Jaden with those grace- 
ful vessela, which add such a picturesque ellect to 
the finely-moulded forms and becoming garments of 
Indians of all castes. ‘Lhe crimsou splendowrs of a 
setting sun threw a rich glow upon every object, and 
lit wp the whole scene with hues divine, I have sub- 
sequently mot with many persons to whom this glorious 
Jandscape was familiar, and who spoke of it with 
indifforence ; but evon under the influence of weak 
health and considerable bodily fatigue, it appeared to 
me one of the loveliest spots of earth on which my 
eyes had over rested, 
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My companions pointed to a small tepe, which 
fringod the border of the tank, and told mo that it 
had been for many years the abode of a fugeee, whose 
story was somewhat romantic. A former proprictar 
of this beautiful domain, in a promenade through his 
grounds, stumbled over a strange unsightly object, 
which lay huddled up under a tree. Ou questioning 
this unfortunate remnant of humanity, the miserable 
wretch told him that he for a Jong time had nat bad 
any other shelter than that which the boughs of the 
trees afforded, or any food excepting the wild roots 
and berries of the wood, We said that he had never 
been molested by the former owner of the estate, and 
that he hoped he should not now be driven out from 
the rude asylum for which he had conceived a strong 
attachment. ‘The early part of hia Hfe had been spent 
with credit in the Company’s military service, but 
unhappily, amitten with a lonthsome disease, on pro- 
curing hia discharge, his wife and family refised to 
receive him, and thrust him from the door, and he 
was compelled to wander about at a distance from hia 
fellow men, who abjured companionship with a leper. 
The extreme misery of his existence rendered him 
totally regardless of life, or the means of supporting it, 
and abandoning lineell to fide, he luy down we night 
at the foot of a tree, without any seourity Grom the 
attacks of wild animals, and expoxed to the ruvagen 
of the jackals, 80 bold as to gnaw the dend flesh from 
his hands and fect as they prowled around him, the 
bones in many places being Jaid bare, But the anfere + 
ings of thia unfortunate had now reached their climax 
-~he had met with a benefactor at last, Lis mente 
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and bodily grievances were soothed and alleviated by 
the compassionate kindness of his new friend, and the 
poor outeast leper found that, under the guardianship 
of a faithful follower of the divine precepts of the 
Christian religion, life had still many comforts and 
much happiness in store, 

Mr, G—— lost no time in building a commodions 
hut, in whieh the maimed object of his bounty would 
be effectually shelteved from the inclemencies of the 
wether and the incursions of wild beasts. The next 
acquisition of the faqueer, after his establishment in this 
habitation, was rather a singular one ; he was provided 
with a tattoo, or country pony, which had free liberty 
to graze on the adjacent pastures. A beggar on horse- 
back is frequently talked about, but seldom seen, yet 
the exhibition is not very uncommon in India, where 
mendicity is a trade, and where pretenders to aanctity 
ask alms while they are carried about in palanquins. 
‘Tho state of the poor Jeper’s fect rendered some con- 
veyince necessary, and ho had, in consequence of the 
various comforts lavished upon him by his kind pro- 
tector, become sulliciently attached to existence to 
make an effort to preserve i. Accordingly, mounted 
on his pony, he took his daily rounds through the 
village ; and those who had shunned him while lying 
deserted on the bare earth, now, that he had shaken 
off a portion of his weretehedness, and basked under 
the favour of a great man, crowded around him with 
gifts. Le obtained an ample supply of food and gar. 
ments from the stores of the villagers, and began to 
accumulate money ; though formerly so reckless of 
life and Hmb, as to remain at the morcy of savage 
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bensts, when posscased of an establishment of hin own, 
he became rather particular respecting its arrange~ 
ments, and, nat liking the way i whieh it had been 
thatched, ordered a new rool’ at his own expense j 80 
tue it is, that one acquisition always leads to the 
desive of others. 

Tho faqueer, in all probability, died a rich man; for, 
althongh left to perish at the period i whith, disgusted 
with the cruelty of the world, he had abandoned 
himself to the most abject wretchedness, no one 
was deal to the solicitations ef a person who had, 
through the hands of a gentlemmn in universal estima~ 
tion, received so many marks of the favour of an over- 
ruling Providence. 

On my return to the house, L found dinner prepared, 
and the founders of the feast, taking leave, elt ine to 
the enjoyment of my vepast ; and I again, while seated 
alone in an iMuminated apartment, aud attended by 
strange domestics, who did thei: apiriting silently, 
might fey myself jn the castle of some enchanter, 
Nor was the ilhision dispelled until L had quitted the 
mansion and was upon ny road to Dinapore ; for, in 
exploring the different chambers which led to the one 
in which I was to repose for the night, it was hmpoxe 
sible to banish the recollection of thosa numerous 
errant dames in white muslin, whose adventures, dn 
Jong guilleries and interminable suites of deserted 
yooma, had charmed my faney in days long past. 
Unlike the ladies of romance, however, L enjoyed 
profound repose, and rather unwillingly obeyed the 
summons of the old sirdar, whe knocked at uy deur 
to acquaint mo that it waa time to rise, I quitted 
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Ayah with an indelible impression on my mind; 
but can never hope to convey to my readers the effect 
produced by its wild tales and gorgeous scenery, 





CHAPTER IX. 


SKETCHES OF REMARKABLE LIVING CHARACTLRS 
IN INDJA. 


Coronin Gannara.—Tur Broun Suunao. 


Arnw years ago, India presented a wide field for 
adventure. The distracted stato of the country, the 
ambitious projects and conflicting interests of native 
princes, were highly favourable circumstances to thoge 
who brought with thom a competent knowledge of the 
art of war and of military Uscipline, and who preferred 
a wild, erratic, roving life amongst the children of the 
soil, to the regulay service of the India Company. 
‘There are two individuals sull living in the Bengal 
presidency, and occnpying a distinguished, Ufough 
singular, position in sovicty, whose eventful career, 
if civeumstintially related, could not fiil to prove 
highly interesting. ‘Che general outlines of the history 
of the Begum Siunreo, and of Colonel Gardiner, of 
Khasgunje, are known to overy ‘person who has 
visited the theatre of their exploits, but yery few are 
avqualnted with the details; for such is tho shifting 
nature af Anglo-Indian soctety, that it is impossible 
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to gain more than the passing information of the day, 
in places rendered memorable from civeumstinces of 
universal notoriety, but of which nobody can give the 
particulars: 

Some apology ought, perhaps, to be made for asso- 
clating the name of so gallant and highly-respected au 
officer as Colonel Gardiner with that of the Depa, 
and her still more worthlews husband ; but ay many 
persons who have not heen in India, aro puzzled by 
the announcement of the marriages or projected 
marringes, of the daughters of this gentleman with 
the nephews of the King of Delhi, an explanation of 
the circumstances which have produced these ap- 
parently extraordinary alliances, may prove acceptable, 
The writer of these pages dova not pretend to know 
moro of Colonel Gardiner than the tongue of rumour 
could tell, ov a casnal meeting in society could afford ; 
but so remarkable a person naturally made a atone 
impression, and the anecdotes extant concerning him 
were too singular to be easily forgotton, Colonel 
Gardiner’s tall, commanding figure, soldier-like coun- 
tenance, and military air, render his apperrance very 
striking, When at his own residence, and associating 
with natives, it is suid that he adopts the Asiatic cos 
tumo; but while visiting a large military station, in 
company with the resident of Lucknow, hie ware a 
blue surtout, resembling tho mudvess uniform of the 
British army, but profitsely ornamented with alk nee. 

Colonel Gardiner, who is a connexion of the nable 
family bearing that name, came ont to Incha in the 
King’s service, which he soon afterwards quitted 
The eanse of his resignation is variously related 5 ane 
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in the absence of an authentic account, it would, 
perhaps, be wrong to give sanction to any one of the 
reports afloat concerning it, At this period, it was 
impossible to foresee that the tide of fortune would 
bring the British Government of India into actual 
warfare with the sovereigns of provinces so far beyond 
the frontier, that human ambition dared not contem- 
plate their subjugation, Many loyal men wero, there- 
fore, induced to follow the banners of native princes, 
under the expectation that they never could be called 
upon to bear arms against thelr own country ; but fate 
decreed it otherwise, and, in the Mahratta war, those 
offtcers who had entered into Uolkar’s service found 
themselves in a very awkward predicament, especially 
as they were not permitted a choice, or even allowed 
to remain neutral, their new masters endeavouring to 
force them, upon prin of death, to commit treason to 
the land of their birth, by fighting in the ranks of a 
hostilo force. Fs 

In some of the native courts the English were 
immediately pnt to death upon the approach of the 
enemy, or on the slightest suspicion of their fide- 
lity. Upon more than one occasion, Colonel Gar- 
diner, who, independent of his military skill, possessed 
a thorough knowledge of the native character and 
very considerable (alent, penetrated the designa of his 
employers, and withdrew in time fiom meditated 
treachery 5 but his esenpe from Holla was of the 
moat hazardous description, not inferior in picturesque 
incident and personal jeopardy to that ofthe 1enowned 
Dugald Dalgetty, who was not more successful in all 
lnwfal strategy than the subject of this too brief memoir. 
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Anxious to seeuro the servicus of so efficient an 
officer, after all fair means had Jailed, Uolkar died hig 
prisoner to a gu, and threatened him with immuediato 
destruction should he persist in refusing to take the 
field with his anny, ‘he Colonel remained staunch, 
and, perchance in the hope of tiving him out, the 
execution waa suspended, and he wax placed wider a 
guard, who had orders never to quit him for a single 
instant. Walking one day along the edge of a bank 
lending by a precipitous deseent to a river, Colunel 
Gardincy suddenly determined to make a bold effort to 
escape, and perceiving a place fitted to his purpose, he 
shouted out bismillah Gin the name of God Vand thing 
himself down an abyss of some forty or filly fvet deep. 
None were inclined to follow him, but guns were fred, 
and an alarm sounded in the town, — He recovered his 
feet, and making for the river, plunged inte ity ater 
swimming for somo distance, finding that hia purauers 
gained upon him, he took sheligr in a friendly covert, 
and with merely his mouth above the water, waited 
until they had passed ; he then linded on the opposite 
side, and proceeded by unfrequented paths to a town 
in the neighbourhood, which was wider the command 
ofa friend, who, thongh a native, and a servant of 
Holkay, he thought would afford him protection. ‘Chia 
man proved trastworthy, and after remaining concealed 
some ting, the colonel ventured out in the cling itive of 
a grasa-cutter, and reaching the British ontpoats in 
anfely, was joyously received by his countrymen, Te 
was appointed to the command ol’ a vegimant of ivees 
gulay horse, which he still reteine; and hia services 
in the field, at tho head of these brave aoldiers, have 
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not. been more advantageous to the British Government, 
than the accurate acquaintance before-mentioned, 
which his long and intimate association with natives 
enabled him to obtain of the Asiatic character, It 
was to his diplomatic skill aid knowledge of the best 
methods of treaty, that we owed the capitulation of 
one of those formidable hill-fortresses (Komulmaiy, in 
Mewar), whose veduction by arms would have been 
at the oxpense of an immense sacrifice of human life. 
The commandant of the division despatched to take 
possession of jl, wearied out by the procrastinating and 
indecisive spirit of the natives, would have stormed 
the place at every disadvantage, had not Colonel 
Gardiner persuaded him to entrust the negociation to 
his hands, ‘The result proved that he had made a 
just estimate of hia own powers: tho garrison agreed 
to give up tho fortress on the payment of' theiv arrears ; 
and Colonel ‘Lod, in his Annals of Rajasthan, men~ 
tions the cireumstance as one highly honourable to''the 
British character, that, there being not more than four 
thousand rupees at the time in the English camp, an 
order, written by the commandant’ for the remainder, 
upon the shroft or bankers in the neighbourhood, was 
taken without the least hesitation, tho natives not 
having the slighteat doubt that it would be patd upon 
presentation. * 


«Tho ubuve pussnge ia preserved entire for the purpose of 
retulning an anecilute, whieh shews cho {impression made hy 
Vcitish Init in Tdia, and to afford an opportunity of apologizing 
to Colonel ‘Vod tor having inudvertently eought to depriyo him 
of ona of his Innels, In a conversution with an officer who 
avryed at Komulmair, he mentioned the cireumstanee of ite capi- 
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The marriage of Colonel Gardiner forme ane af’ the 
most singular incidents in his romantic story. In the 
inidst of his hazardous career, he carried off a Mahon. 
miodan princess, the sister of one of che Texter potentiates 
af the Deeean, who, though now reduced to compre 
rative insignifianee, during the rae and progress of the 
Mahrattas were personages of considerable conaeqnence. 


ESyer the firat to elimb a tower, 
As yenturous inn dady'a bower, 


the sacred recesses of the zenma were penebiated ly 
the enterprising lover, who, at the moment in which 
his life was threatened by the brother's treachery, hove 
away his prize in triumph, and aout an naylune in 


another conrt. 
An European, of popular mamers and military ex~ 


tulation, in consequence of Colonel Gardiner's adiait method ot 
dealing with tho natives, av a utory current in the campy ond not 
having Colonel ‘Tod's work upon Rajat Haw at ben co reter 
the writor told the tale ns it waa told ‘to how, vnmyare that the 
gallant and learned wuthor was in command atthe tine, ‘Chore 
ia no British name connected with Indin for whieh she entertain 
ao high « rerpect, and no history of thy country to which ale has 
heen go deeply tndelted for sources of nususement and fnfurmutlon, 
Tu justifeation of herself, sho can only obwerve, thintt sho stated 
in the commencement of hey necount of two very vomulahle 
porsonages, that the wholo of the detully reated upon henieay 
evidence; the chopter was orighially written with a vlew us 
induce Colonel Gardiner (o come forward with an antobiogiaphy 
full of ontorprize and tnterest, which would correct any mintatys 
mente mado undor clreumatancor so adverse to the eallection of 
anthontioc Information; and sho can scarcely regret an tuaevaracy, 
which could not detract from Coloncl ‘Vod's high roputation, 
sinca it hag drawn from his pon the lever article whieh appenred 
in a Inte number of the Asiatic Journal. 
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perience, could in those days easily place himself at 
the head of a formidable body of soldiers, ready to 
follow his fortunes, and trusting to his arrangements 
with the princes whose cause he supported, for their 
pay, which was frequently in arrear, oy dependent 
upon the capture of some rich province. In the 
command of such a troop, Colonel Gardiner was a 
welcome gucst wherever he went, and, until the affair 
with TIolkar, he had always contrived to secure his 
yelreat whenever it was prudent to commence a new 
career in another quarter. 

It is difficult to say what sort of bridal contract is 
gone throngh betaveen a Moslem beauty and a Chris- 
tim gentleman, but the ceremony is supposed to be 
hinding ; at least itis considered so in India, a native 
fonwle not losing the respect of her associates by form- 
ing such a comexion, ‘The marriage of Colouel Gar- 
diner scems perfectly satisfactory to the people of 
Hindostun, for the lady las not only continued stedfast 
in the Mahomedan faith, and in the strict observance 
ofall the restrictions prescribed to Asiatic females of 
rank, but as brought wp her daughters in the same 
religious persuasion, and in the same profound sedu- 
alon,--points seldom eoneeded by an European father, 
They ave, therefore, eligible to match with the princes 
of the land, their mother’s timily connexions and high 
descont atoning for the disadvantage af foreign ancestry 
upon the paternal side, Educated according to the 
most approved (ishion of an oriental court, they axe 
destined to spend the remainder of their lives i the 
genie; and this choice for her daughters shews that 
their mother, at least, dovs not consider exclusion from 

VOIn Ie K 
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the world, in which European women relgu and revel, 
to bo any hardship. 

So little of tho apirit of adventure id now stitring 
in India, that the Misses Gardiner, or (he young De- 
gums, or whatsoever appellation it may he most pro- 
per to designate them by, have not attracted the atten« 
tion of the enterprising portion of the Buropen 
community. Doubtleas their beauty and accomplish~ 
ments avo blazoned in native society, but, excepting 
upon the oceasion of an announcement like that re« 
ferred to in the Caleutte periodicals, the existence of 
these ladios is senveely known to theiy father’s country~ 
men residing in India, Weare ignormt whether their 
complexions partake most of the eastern or of the 
northern hue, or whether they have the slightest idea 
of tho privileges from which thelr mother's adherence 
fo Mahommedan usages ins debarved them. ‘their 
situation, singular as it may appear in Kngland, ex- 
cites little or no intorest ; nobody scems to lament that 

* they were not brought up in the Christian religion, or 
permitted those advantages which the half-cnate off. 
spring of women of lower rank enjoy; and, ace 
quainted with the circumstances of the gaa, the 
editgrs of the nforosuid poriodicals do not enter inte 
any explanation of intelligence of tho most startling 
nature to English yveaders, who, in their ignarauce of 
facts, are apt to fimey that Huropean Indies in India 
aro willing to enter into the zonnuas of native prices. 

Colonel Gardiner has of course ndapted a great 
many of tho opinions and idens of the people with 
whom he has passed so great a portion at’ his time, 
and in his mode of living he may be termed ball an 
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Asiatic; this, however, docs not prevent him from 
being a most acceptable companion to the Envopean, 
residents, who take the greatest delight in his society 
whenever he appears amongst them, lis antobio- 
yraphy would be a work of the highest value, affoid- 
ing o picture of Indion policy, with which few be- 
sides himself have ever had an opportunity of becom- 
ing so intimately acquainted, As he is still in the 
prime and vigour of existence, we may hope that some 
such employment of these «piping times of peace” 
may be suggested to him, and that he may be induced 
to devote the hours spent in retirement at Khasgunje 
to the writing or the dictation of the incidents of his 
carly life, 

From a personal narrative of this nature, we should 
become acquainted with the Condottiori, if they wity 
80 he styled, of India, and obtain an insight into all 
the complicated systems of intrigue and espionage so 
necessary (o seeure*the interests of those splendid 
mercenaries. Colonel Gardiner had a native follower 
allached to his service, whose exploits were of the 
moat daring and romantic character—a one-eyed ful- 
low, persons who in India ave supposed to be compen~ 
sated for the defect in their vision by a double allow- 
ance of angaeity. Chis mim amoked his pipe in the 
tont of the Pindarree chief the night before the 
British troops put his forces to the rout, and eaptured 
his women and baggage. Und the authorities cou-~ 
sented -to act upon the intelligence brought by this 
accomplished apy, the camp might have been more 
effectually surprised, and the leader himself tahen 5 
but though the event prdved that the information 

K2 
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communicated by Colonel Cardinor was cavreci, the 
fidelity of his cmisamy was cither distrusted, ov tho 
commandant did not choose to owe succes tO a perkon 
of his description, 

In looking back upon past events, the Colonel ovene 
sionally expreases regret Chat he should Ive bev 
induced to quit the King's sevview, in whieh, in all 
probability, he would have attained the highest rauk ; 
but, eminently qualified for tho situation in which he 
haa been placed, and more than reconciled to the deae 
tiny which binds him to a foreign soil, the station he 
occupies leaves him Hule to desire, and ho has it in his 
power to be still farther useful to society by unlocking: 
tho stores of a mind fraught with information of the 
highest interest, 


The life of the Burau Suarreo prosents a more on~ 
vwaordinary tissue of events, cxtmerdinary even hi 
Asiatic amals, notwithstanding® the numerous step. 
ping-stones to wealth and power which were offered 
to the enterprising in the wild and troubluws periods 
of Indian misrule. In early youth, this singular 

“woman attached herself to a Cerman adventurer, 
called by the natives Sumroo; but whether thin ape 
pellation was a eommption of Summers, a namie he i 
sald to have taken upon his entemnee into the Com- 
pany’s servico, or of a soxdriquet auyppayed to have 
been bestowed upon him on account af his gloomy 
and gaturnine aspeet, is not known ; bath versions of 
the story being equally current in Indian, ‘Shia mean 
commenced his career in the East as a private soldior 
in the English army, fom which he epeeilily des 
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serted, and made his way to the Upper Provinces, He 
is described ag alow-born, uneducated person, so illite- 
rate as not to be able to wrile his own name, Te 
possessed talents, howover, which recommended him 
to the notice of Cossim Ali, nawaub of Bengal, who 
took him into faveur, and gave him the command of 
his army. While in the seryice of this prince, Sum- 
roo perpetrated a deed which stamped his name with 
indelible infamy, Inyiting the English vesidents at 
Patna to his table, while partaking with the most un- 
reserved confidence of the banquet, he gave « signal 
for a genoral massacre, and not one escaped the assas~ 
sin’s dagger. This act of perfidy proved as uscless as 
it had been base and treacherous; the Company's 
troops under Major Adams speedily recaptured the 
city, and soon afterwards the entire conquest of Ben- 
gal obliged Cossim Ali and his followors to seek re- 
fuge at the court of Sujah Dowlah, nawab vizier of 
Oude, During tho, remainder of his life, English 
oflicors had often the mortification of seeing this rene- 
gade basking in the sunshine of favour at the courts 
of native princes ; and though, as their star prevailed, 
he waa compelled to try his fortune in more distant 
scenes, his prosperity daily increased, Ze established 
hinelf’ at. the head of « considerable force, who were 
attached to his person, and wanted nothing but pay to 
ho exceedingly effective. Minding it diMeult to satisfy 
them or their leader, Nudjift Khan put him into pos- 
acssion of a very considerable gaghire, oy rather a small 
principality, in the province of Delhi, which the Be- 
gum retains to this day. 

Sumrve dicd in 1776, and, at his decease, the eorps 
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which ho had raised was kept ap in the nue of his 
son, though the chief authority fell inte the luda af 
the oxtraordinary woman who has since made se con. 
splenous a figure in Uindostan, ‘Che origin af Zaih 
ul Niasa (ornament of her sex), n name whieh, aa well 
as the tide of Begum, was conterred upon her by the 
King of Delhi, is not known, By same persona itis 
suid that she was a dineing-gitl s and many are of 
opinion (hat sha was a Cashmerian hy birth, an tdea 
which has avison from the remarkable fairness of her 
complexion. But though this js not a conmon cir 
eumetinee amonget the natives af Tindostan, instuees 
are sufficiently frequent to render it vory posible that 
she was born at Agra, the place in which she attached 
herself to the fortunes of Sumrao. 

There can be no doubt that the Begum possasged a 
more than ordinary share of personal charma, for, at 
an advanced age, the remains were very striking, She 
is vather under the middle size, delicately formed, 
with fine-chiselled fentures, brillant hasel eyes, a 
complexion very little darker than that of on Jtalian, 
and hands, arms, aud feet which Zoflwnl, the painter, 
declared to be models of beauty. OL Ureso, though 
now grown fat and wrinkled, she ia still justly proud, 

It is well known that, while apparently excluded 
from all share of authority, women in India in reality 
often obtain nolimited away over thet husbands! prom 
perly. Tattle ar nothing ia satel af Sumvaa’s ean, hut 
his widow, as sho is called, speedily became a person 
of great importance, By some of her contemporarlen 
it ig avorred that, at a very carly period of life, "her 
highnosg” became a convert to the Roman Catholle 
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faith, which she now professes, and that she was 
married to the German by the forms of that church ; 
others seem to think these circumstances doubtful, 
ond ave of opinion that, like many Mahommedan 
women living with Europeans, she for a long period 
reteined hey own religion, though considering herself 
as much the wife of her protector as if he had fulfilled 
all the ceremonial of the Moslem contract, 

After the death of Sumroo, the Begum entered into 
another matrimonial engagement with a French ad- 
venturer, a Monsieur L’Oiseaux, or Le Vassu, who had 
been in the Mahvatta service, under General Perron, 
and was afterwards employed by her as commander- 
in-chief of tho troops belonging to her jughire, Like 
many widows, the lady soon discovered that she had 
committed a grievous error in the choice of a second 
husband ; but there are very few who could extricate 
themselves so boldly and artfully from the entanglement. 
The causa of the Boguin’s earnest desire to get rid of 
her new Jord is variously related ; but, in all proba~ 
bility, those porsons are right who have attributed it 
to the desire which the Trenchman manifested to 
return to Europe. 

Native women of rank and wealth ave well aware 
that thoy will logo all their consequence in a foreign 
country, and they usually make it a sine qué non, that 
those .whom they espouse shall agree to spend the 
remainder of thelr days in India, Naturally alarmed 
at a proposition which seemed to be dictated by the 
purest. selfishness, and which assured her that sho was 
jndebted for her husband to the wealth she had amas. 
sed, and which he now desired to lavish amongst 
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strangers (o her, by whom she would be regarded ay 
an abject of contempt, she nude ne oubward opposition, 
bat, Ussembling, determiued to cirenmyent a plin 
which threatened to be ao injurious to her interanta, 

Le Vaasu was no match in diplomatic arts for his 
subtle wife ; she pretended to enter with the gientent 
yendinesy inty the scheme, but conjured him to heep 
his intentions seevet, Jeat the troupy, exaaporated by 
the abandonment of their chic, should) endeavour 
to detain them by foree. While apparently engaged 
with the greatest alucrity in tho collection of the 
gold and jewels which he proposed to carry along 
with him, she employed yatious quiisseies to infin 
the minds of the people against the froncliaan, ant 
to represent his intended dere tion in the moat odious 
colours, Theva agents tole care to contrast her love 
and devotion to the interests of those over whom she 
had been placed, with her husband's baw betueyal 
of their confidence ; and when every thhyg waa pie- 
pared according to her wishes, she alarmed ue Viarsu 
with rumours of m intended revolt. Sho assured hin 
that there would be the grentent dMeulty in affecting 
their escape front a highly-excited people, wha lied 
reaolved upon their destnetion should they be taken 
in the act of quilting the province, and declaring her 
determination never to survive the diqgrace af a 
capture, she represented the horrors whieh would 
ensue in such a glowing manner, and worked xo 
strongly upon the imagination of her husband, that 
ho agreed to follow her example, promising to kill 
himself should their pmty be inuutlicient. to quell 
the insurgents, 
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Having made these arrangements, they set forward 
on their journey, attended by a strong escort, and each 
being provided with pistols, which the lady well 
imew how to use. At the appointed epat, the escort 
was attacked, or apparently attacked, by a pmty in 
the Begum’s interest; the guards were put to the 
rout, and the fugitives seemed to be completely in 
the power of thely supposed cnemies, There was a 
great deal of confusion, and, amid several yveports 
of musketry, news was brought to the bewildered 
Frenchman, that the Begum had shot herself, ITe 
instantly dismounted from his elephant, and rushing 
to her palanquin, found the attendants in gieat afflic. 
tion and disorder; these people conilymed the fatal 
intelligence, giving as a proof the lady’s veil saturated 
with blood. Knowing the resolute disposition of his 
wife, he concluded from this act of despair that all 
was lost; and, destitute of the resources of a strong 
mind, and uwnsuspicious of double-dealing, he saved 
his enemy from thé guilt of his actual murder, by 
putting a pistol to his head, 

‘The Begum, taking eare to have better information 
than hor luckless spouse, the moment his death was 
ascertained, threw open the doors of her palanquin, 
md mounting an elephant, addressed the troops in 
eloquent and impassioned Janguage, deaeanting upon 
tho afleetion she bore to the people bequeathed to her 
caro by their former chief, her opposition to the wishes 
of the dastard who would have plundered and left 
them, and her determination to live and die in the 
discharge of the important duties which she was 
called upon to paiform. 

Ks 


202 SKLTCIIES OF REMARKABLE 


Until tia moment, it is anid, she had never appeared 
«in public; but the eaigency of the case excused her 
aswimption of masculine righta. Ter appeal to the 
soldiers was received with the greatest enthusinem, 
and they conveyed her back to camp with shouts and 
reclamations, Myon that period she publicly exercived 
all the rights of a sovereign, and has retained umilis« 
puted possession al’ her authority. Officers formerly 
attached to the Mahvatta service relate that they 
have scon her in the zenith of her beauty, leading 
on her troops in person, and manifesting, bt the midst 
of the most frightful carnage, the reckless intrepidity 
which seems only to belong to the other sox. 

Upon one of these occasions, during the reign of 
Shah Alun, she is said to havo saved the Mogul 
empire, by ralling and enconraging her troops, when 
those of the king were flying before the enemy. It 
is cortain that sho performed good service, and dh 
reward was propationate, Lhe emporer created her 
a puincess, ov degum, in her own right, exniting her to 
a yank only second to that of the imperial family, 
Linking her fortames with those of Delhi, she, with 
her usual foresight, shewed herself fevourable to the 
fuglish interests ; and, in the treatios of 1805, udvoitly 
managed to havo her territories net. only confirmed to 
her, but exempted fom the jurisdiction of the lyf 
power, greatly, it is anid, to the obstruction of all 
executive measures of police, 

Tho internal manngement of her estate, hawever, 
renders her independence leas ohjuctionable, sineo sho 
contrives to keep her subjects in excellent order, 
and,to render the revenues extremely productive, 
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The town of Seerdhuna, the capital of her district, 
is populous and flourishing; her fields, according to 
common report, look greener, and her peasantry more 
contented than those of native states, or even of the 
Company’s provinces in her neighbourhood She 
maintains a body of troops for the protection of her 
own person and the collection of the revenue, besides 
the quota she is required to furnish to assist in the 
performance of the police dutics at Meerut, These 
soldiers ave undor the command of officers of Euro- 
pean descent ; but, to judge from the accounts which 
sometimes appear in the Calentta papers of the abject 
nature of their enforced subservience to the will of an 
imperious and arbitrary woman, they cannot be of 
avery high grade. 

The Begum’s troops, who ave principally Rajpoots, 
tall stout mon, but, Uke all the retainers of native 
princes, of haughty and insolent dememour—are clad 
in uniforms of dark-blue broadcloth, loose vests, 
yeaching nearly tothe fect, and fastened round the 
waist with scarlet cummurbunds; their turbans are 
of the same colour, and they ove well armed and 
mounted. Tlor highness has also a park of artillery 
in very oxcellent order ; and altogether docs not make 
a contemptible appearance in the eld. 

The sicga of Bhurtpore revived all the military 
ardour of the Begum, who was yery desivous {0 appear 
before the place in person, and to obtain some share 
of the glory and the prize-money, The conimunder- 
in«chiely who did not think her handful of retainers 
of much importance, ondeavoured to reconcile the 
amazon to her exclusion, by offering to place the,holy 
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elty of Muttra under her charge; but, obyerving that, 
if not seen at the post of danger, the people of 
Windostan would say sho had grown cowwrdly in 
her old age, she pitched her tents in the neigh- 
pourhood of the head-quarters' camp, and eavrled her 
point so fiw ag at least to have the honour of being 
present at the eupture of the fortress, 

The revennes of the Begum ave ustimated at tun 
Ines, or £100,000 sterling, and sho is supposed to be 
in the possession of Immense treasures amaged during 
a very long and prosperous life. ‘Lhe principality of 
which she is the sovereign ia about twenty miles 
long, twelve brond, and seventy in circumference. 
Her palace is built in the Taropean fashion, and she 
has also erected a church there, after the model of 
St. Peter’s at Rome, Both the design and execution 
of this cathedral are yery benutiful; the altar of 
white marble, brought from Jyepore, and iilaid with 
corneliang and ayates of yarious colows, being parti+ 
cularly rich and splendid, ‘The gardens at Seerdhunn 
are celebrated for their fruit-trees, and especially for 
the groves of oranges, lemons, aud eltvons, whieh 
perfume the aly with their blossoms, md weigh down 
the branches with their golden treasures. 

Tho Begum algo possesses tinmision at Delhi, whigh 
was formerly her favourite place of vesidengo ; it da 
situated at tho upper ond of the Chaudry Chowk, and 
erowns an ominence in the centre of a spacious and 
stately garden, laid out according to the prevailing 
fashion of the Enat. Its pavtorres ave thickly planted 
with the choicest fruits and flowers, and it is traversed 
by avenues of superb eypresses, whoa Inxuriaut 
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though melancholy beauty atones for the formality 
of their appearance. During the period of Lord 
Lnke's sojomm at Delhi, and for many subsequent 
yeurs, the Begum was wont to give superb entertain. 
menta, and to receive the highcat marks of vespect 
from her Eurepem visitors, She has probably been a 
little spoiled by flattery, and has acquired rather too 
inflated a notion of her own political importance, since 
it is seid that, on her excursions to Delhi, during the 
latter years of her life, she did not pay tho usual 
tribute of homage to the resident, of a visit, which, as 
the representative of the British Government, he has 
aright to expect from all persons of inferior rank, 
‘The omission, in process of time, was reported to 
the supreme authorities at Calcutta, and the Begum, 
duly admonished, proceeded in form to the residency, 
though with a very ill grace, In fact, her pride was 
so deeply hurt by this enforced concession, that she 
speedily turned her back upon Delhi, declaring at her 
departure that she ‘would never enter its walls again, 
She has kept her word, vesiding at plaees in which 
her dignity is not lowered by the presence of so high 
a functionary. Ter palace at Seordhuna is under the 
sane ban, though not from the anme cause. Some ol 
her astrologers have predicted that her yeturn will 
be marked by her death; and, though long past 
tha usual period of existence, she has not tho least 
desire to be gathered to her forefathers, and, in 
avoiding the fatal spot, hopes to retard her doom. 
She is building a house at Kinwah, about eleven 
miles distant from the capital of her fief, and possesses 
one at Bhurtpore, and another in the neighbourhood 
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of Meerut, outaidy the cantonmenta, which ia now her 
principal residence, [ere she gives splendid: enter- 
tainments, pardcularly to tho great personages: who 
travel in that direction, She hay long since abandoned 
the restrictions imposed by Asiatic prejudies, and 
sits at table with largo partion of genlemen without 
acvitple, Sho formorly attended to the Mohammedan 
precepts as fiw as they related Co Che preparation at! 
food ; but, haying onco paased the Rubicon, she retiacd 
to retin to het Wrammels again, not oven following 
the example of the Hnglish ladies, when they retived 
from table, but preferring Lo remain with tho gentle» 
men, on the plea that she made it a point never to 
Jeave her “ pipe half-amoked.” 

‘The decaa of the Begun differs in some degree trom 
that of other Hindostanee ladies, her highneus choosing 
to substitute a turban for the veil invariably worm hy 
the females of her country; a cireumatance whieh, 
though apparently wifling, shewa that she entertains 
lite oy no regard for native opinibns ond prejudices, 
the turban being only assumed by dancing-gitls during 
some performances which are considered highly Inde» 
corous, and are not exhibited before ladiea he 
Begu’s costume usually consists of a short {ul petti« 
coat of rich stull, which displays a few inches of her 
gold oy silver brocaded towsera, ‘Lhe coortee md 
under-garment aro similar to those worn by ather 
ladies, and she throws a shawl over hor turban, which 
S-velopes her throat, arma, and shouldora, tn the 
mulling thongh not ungraceful manner in which the 
veil is yworn in India, Tor slippers aro as bright and 
a8 811%1) ns thoso of Cinderella, and notwithatanding 
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the near approach of her cightieth year, are displayed 
with a considerable degree of coquetry. She smokes 
out ofa magnificent hookah, and upon most occasions 
{a decorated with a prodigious quantity of jewels. 

The property of every kind, which this fortunate 
adventurer has accumulated, is immense; her stud of 
horses is one of the finest in [Tindostan, and she drives 
about in a carriage-and-four of English fashion and 
Caleutta build, which bonsts, ov at least did boast 
when it was first launched, a high degree of splendour, 
It is a lavge, bright+yellow conch, with silver mould- 
ings, the window-frames of solid silver, and the lace 
and hangings, which are very rich and substantial, 
also of silver, with splendid bullion tassels; the lining 
iy of violet-coloured satin, embroidered with silver 
stara, and the postillions are in bluc und silver liveries. 

The Begum, during her latter years, has frequently 
sat for her portrait to a native artist, who takes exeel- 
Jent likenesses, and having had the advantage of 
European inatructioh, has made considerable progress 
in the art, One of these, a miniature, ia in the 
possession of Lord Combermere, for whom her high- 
ness professed the warmest degree of friendship. In 
former days, ow Indian Catherine was distinguished 
for clegance and grace; and whenever she had x 
point {o carry, she employed such captivating and 
fascinating arts, that she seldom failed to sueceed, 
Sho docs not speak any language except Hindoastanee, 
and her increasing years and infirmities have reduced 
the beautiful and dignified heroine of a thousand 
ficlda, 10 a deevopic old woman, who is still, however, 
courteous and polite, and not ingensible to the homage 
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formerly so freely vendered, but which now seems 
only to proceed from a sentinent of pity, ar a love 
ofthe ridiculous, 

Unhappily, the character of the Begum is stained 
with eruelties offs deep a dye, that respect for her 
talents is merged in abhorrenes for her crimes. ‘The 
natives say, that ashe wis born a politician, that she 
hag allies every where, and friends no where, and there 
js much truth in these assertions s for, though liberal to 
hey dependants, she ig accounted a aevere nistreysy, 
and, before the occupation of the neighbouring: pro- 
vinees by the British Govermnent, did not aeruple to 
¢ommit atrocities of the moat frightfil nature. The 
darkest stories ave circulated of murders perpetrated 
by her order, and in her own presence; sone of her 
subjects she is suid to have impaled alive, and others 
barbarously mutilated, But the most shoeking tale 
is connected with a fertile cause of female cruelty and 
revengee She became jealous of one of the fees of! 
her houschold, and, not sutisficd ‘with depriving her 
of existence, prolonged her sufferings and rejoiced 
over them with a savago barbarity whieh em only be 
compared to the sanguine ferocity of the gress, 
tearing and torturing her prey before she gives it the 
final stroke. The unfortunate girl was buried alive 
under the floor of the apartment oeenpiud by her 
mistress, who slept upon the spot in order to font 
her ema with the dying groans of her victim, and ta 
provent the possibility of a vesene 3 the whole cHta« 
biishment compassionating the fata of the hapless 
ercature who had fallen under the clutch of ao relentless 
8 monster, 
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The seclusion in which [Lindoostance women are 
obliged to live is not fayonrable to the formation of 
the famale character, nor does it tend to sofien and 
fmprove the heart, Women of strong feclinga, for 
want of other excitement, are apt Lo exercise the most 
wanton crucltios upon their dependants, and the zenana 
is frequently a scene of the greatest misery. The 
slave-girls of the princesses of Delhi have been known 
to escape from the palace and fly tothe Buitish residency 
for protection; and surrounded by such examples, and. 
armed with absolute power, it is not surprising that 
& woman of so determined a character as the Begum 
Sumroo should have exceeded all hor cotemporavies 
iu the recklessness with which she indulged her 
hatred against those who had the misfortune to 
offond her, 

The Begum’s first husband, the founder of her 
fortunes, is buried yt Agra, She, herself, is said never 
to have had a child! But the son, mentioned as the 
successor lo the gaghire, of whom nothing in India 
seems to be known, certainly left some offspring, who 
have formed alliances with Europeans and Indo-Bri- 
tons. ‘he Caleutta papers, of October 1831, anounced 
tha marriages of two gentlenen, John Rose ‘Troup, 
Rags ancl Monsieur Peter Paul Mari Le Caroli, with 
the duughtery of Colonel George Alexander Dyco, 
great prand-daughtors of the Begum Sumvoa The 
ceremony was performed in the cathedral of Sancta 
Marin, at Scerdhuna, by tho padve Juling Cresar, and 
that of Mr. Troup was aftorwards celebrated a second 
time at the Begum’s palace, by the protestant chaplain 
of Meerut, 
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Several priests of the Roman Catholic persuasion 
are sotiled at Seerdhuna, and their influence over the 
Begum, which is anid to be very considerable, will, it 
ia to be hoped, lead to a deeper sense af her misdeeds 
than that sell-satistied ald lady appears at present to 
entertain, She could scarcely be in hetter hands than 
those of father Julius Crsar, who realizes tha most 
henntilul ideas whieh could be formed of w Chiistian 
minister, estitute of anthitious hopes, and debarved 
from those ties of kindred and affection which tend 
to reconcile the protestant clergy to a residence ona 
foreign shore, he devotes all his time and thoughts to 
the preservation and culargement of his ttle flock. 
Though occusionally to be found at Seerdhuna and 
other places whore a Catholic community is assembled, 
his residence ia in the city of Patna, where he haa 
a small congregation. Lo is the only European who 
has ever taken up hia abodo within the wally siice the 
cold-blooded massacre which tool} place in 1764, and 
he is universally respeoted by the natives, who regard 
with great veneration those persons belonging to the 
priesthood who aat up to their clerical profvsaion, 
whatevor their religions opinions may he. 

In times of oxpeeted ixvitation or tumult, the services 
of tho pndre ave frequently ealled for in ald of the 
civil authorities, and he is alwaya ready to euploy his 
influence in the promotion of any gould work, MMs 
talenta and amiable character render him a welenme 
and an honoured guost at the houses of the Beldsh 
yesidents at Bankipore, a civil station i his immedinte 
neighbourhood ; and Bishop Heber seoms seareely to 
havé done justice to this excellent man, in agerthiyg 
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his popularity 4o the smoothness of hig manners, and 
his tact in administering to the self-love of his asso- 
cintes, Father Julius Cresar is a Franciscan friar, 
wearing the garb and practising the self-denial enjoined 
hy his order, the products of his little eure being 
barely adequate to the support of a very humble esta- 
blishmont, 

The Begum’s court at Scerdiuna has been the 
asylum of European adventurers of various ranks, who, 
disappointed of the golden harvest which they had 
hoped to reap in the fortile fields of India, have been 
content to sit down for the remainder of their lives 
upon appointments which gave them more luxuiies 
than they could command at home, Forming con- 
neaions with Asiatic women, or giving their children 
wholly up to the cme of the natives, Seerdhuna has 
exhibited Europeans ina very singular position, having 
nothing of their futher-land about them save the hue 
of their skin, Som English gentlemen, sitting at 
table at Agra, were surprised by the appearance of a 
man, whose fair complexion, aandy whiskers, and pe« 
cullar physlognomy, announced him to belong to the: 

Amerald Isle, but whose dress and languaga were 
purely Tfindoostanee. With all tho native volubility, 
he toll tho story of his wrongs, hig unjust dismissal 
from the Begum’s service, and his travels in seareli of 
reclress or employment. Upon being questioned upon 
the subject of his parentage, he said that his father 
waa an Irishman, but seemed to know nothing farther 
abont the matter, and to Be perfectly unaware of the 
astonishment which his Asiatic manners and habits 
would occasion to those with whom he was conversing. 
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It is very seldom that transplantation to a fovoign soil 
produecs #0 complete a change in the immediute dere 
cendants of British oxiles, though other Erropenns, 
French people in particular, accommodate Uhemneel ves 
more easily to the customs and usages of the peuple 
with whom they ave destined to live, Some of the 
most respectable of the Begun’s foreign retainers 
have been natives of France ; her colonel-conmandant, 
a gentleman named Peton, who resided at her court 
during a great many years, was very jurtly exteemed 
for his invariable good conduct and gentlemanly nan. 
nera, Latterly, her service has fillan into disrepute ; 
as the country has become tranquillized, the prospucts 
of Hayvopenns at native courts have become less brilliant, 
and as her highness docs not offer very high emolu- 
ments, and there is no honour whatever to be gained 
in her employ, she is surrounded by halleaster, who 
expectations are of a very limited nature, md who 
submit to treatment which woul! disguat peraons of 
higher pretensions. > 

Either according to treaty, or in consequence of he 
Bognm’s gratitude for the protection she has expr- 
rienced, she has made the British Government ler 
hair, and, at her death, whieh in the course of mtare 
must take place very shortly, the jaghire will he 
placed on the same footing as those under the Com 
pany’s juvisdiction. ‘The Begum ia very Jiheral in her 
donations to public charities, and other popular duatt 
tutlona in Caleutta, After the death of her Imabiand 
Sumroo, she kept up a monddtery faamded hy hin at 
Agra, for persona belonging ta the Raman Cathatic 
Chirch, of any country o nation, adding an catablivh. 
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ment for nuns; but whether many persons of cither 
sex have availed themselves of this asylum we have 
little opportunity of knowing, since Huropean travel- 
Jers pass through Agra withont taking the slightest 
interest in any of its minoy features, and the greater 
number are quite content with easting a listless glance 
upon the buildings of note which are to be seen in the 
fort and the cantonments. 

‘Lhe Begum exercises the almost boundless hospi« 
tality which native custom has prescribed to those who 
are placed at the head of a flef or large estate, enter- 
taining the whole of the servants and camp-followers 
of parties of travellers, to whom she is desirous {o pay 
respeet and attention, The supply of firewood, gheo, 
grain, and swectments, to the multifarious attendants 
of the ambulatory ¢stablishment of a great man, is a 
sevions affair; but her highness always does the thing 
handsomely, and. the people who are feasted at her 
oxpense have no cakse to complain of the mengreness 
of their fave. Salutes of cannon are fired, and her 
troops are tuned out, whenever hey capital is visited 
by travellers of distinetion, and while the retainers are 
furnished with the materials for o feast, the ladies and 
gentlemen are invited to her own table, sumptuously 
covered at breakfast aud dinner, the banquot being 
followed by naulehing and fireeworks, 
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CHAPTER X. 
DELHI. 


Taunre is no place in British India which the intel- 
lectual traveller approaches with feelings more strongly 
excited than the ancient seat of the Mogul empire, 
The proud towers of Delhi, with its venerables reliques 
of Hindoo architecture, its splendid monuments of 
Moslem power, and its striking indications of Christian 
supremacy, cannot fail to impress the mind with sen- 
sations of mingled awe, wonder, and delight, I no 
other part of our Eastern possessions do the natives 
shew so earnest a desire to imitate European fashions ; 
and though, at present, the mixtyre, in which conve- 
nience more than elegance is eateeds produces a 
grotesque effect, the total overthrow of many Oriental 
prejudices may be safely predicted from the tolerance 
of all sorts of innovations manifested at Delhi. 

The modern capital of the Moslem kings, which is 
called by the natives Shahjehanabad, stands in the 
centre of a-sandy plain, surrounded on every side 
with the ruins of old Delhi, curiously contrasted with 
a new suburb, the villas belonging to Europeans atta- 
ched to the residency, and with the cantonments lntely 
erected for three regiments of sepoys, The celebrated 
gardens of Shalimer, with thelr cypress avenues, 
sparkling fountains, roseate bowers, and the delicious 
shade of their dark cedars, on which Shah Jehan, the 
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most tasteful monarch in the world, is said to have 
lavished « crore of rupecs (a million sterling), have 
beon almost wholly surrendered to waste and desola- 
tion ; the tavages of the Mahrattas have left few wrecks 
behind,- and amidst these arise the palaces of the 
Christian rulers of tho soil, A favourite retreat of 
Siv Charles Metcalfe, aflerwards inhabited by Sir 
David Ochterlony, arrests the stranger's eye, as he 
secks in vain to recognise, from the description handed 
down to us, the paradise of flowers and foliage which 
once adorned these arid tracts, 

From the road which, it is said, formerly extended 
to Lahore, shaded all the way by the meeting bran- 
ches of the mango trees, of which not » bough remains, 
the military cantonments appear, couched under a 
rldge of sand-stone rocks, called Mejnoon Pahar : some 
writers have likened this military array to an army In 
ambusende, and the rocky screen favours: the idea. 
‘The loss of the richyumbrageous folinge of the tama- 
rinds and cedars of Shah Jehan has been inadequately 
supplied by a foreign introduction before noticed, the 
Parkinsonias, which thrive in an avid soil, but which 
require tho relief of leaves to soften the effect of 
thair gaudy blossoms. They ave, when planted in 
groups, quite as offensive to the eya ag a grove entirely 
composed of Jaburnuns in full flower would be ; yet, 
in the cantonments of Delhi ad of Agra, little else 
Js Lo be scen. 

Modern Delhi, or Shahjchanabad, is enclosed by a 
splendid rampart of ved granite, and entered by gate- 
ways the most magnificent which the world can boast, 
The walls were formerly so lofty as to conceal all 
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save the highest towers ; but these dead planks, with 
their flanking turrefa, like the oyrieg so? the, engle, 
high in air, have been exchanged for loyy ‘vampattta’ 
strengthened by massive bastions. From the outside 
the view is splendid; domes, and mosqugs,acupolas 
ang minarets, with the imperial palace frowning like 
a mountain of red granite, appear in the midst. of 
groyes of clustering trees, so thickly planted that the 
buildings have been compared, in Oriental imagery, 
to rocks of pearls and rubies, rising from an emerald 
sea. In approaching the city from the east bank of 
the Jumna, the prospect realizes al] that the imagina~ 
tion has pictured of Oriental magnificence ; mosques 
and minarets glittering in the sun, some garlanded 
with wild ceepeis, others arrayed in all the pomp 
of gold, the exterior of the cupolas being covered 
with brilliant metal, and from Mount Mejnoon, over 
which a fine road now passes, the shining waters 
of the Jumna gleaming in thd distance, insulating 
Selimgurh, and disappearing behind the halls of the 
peacock«throne, the palace of the emperors, add another 
beautiful featuré to the scene, It is well known that 
the line, quoted by Mr. Moore, in Lalla Rookh,— 


Oh tif there be an Elys}um on cath, 
It is this, it is thial— 


is to be found in the audience-chambet’ of the King 
of Delhi; and though the glory of the Moghuls has 
faded away, and their greatness departed, the superb 
edifices and luauriant gaidens of this splendid capital 
would still render it an Hdon of delight, were it not 
forsone terrible drawback, the besetting sin of all 
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Indion cities,—dust. In Delhi, this plague is syf- 
foenting, choking, stifling, blinding, smothering,—in 
fact, perfectly unbem'sble, The visitors sce all they 
ean see in ag short a time as possible, and hasten 
away to some retreat, where the parched and thirsty 
ground is watered, and where they may respire 
freely, without being forced to inhale some ounces 
of commingled sand and dirt whenever they venture 
to open thelr Ips. 

The Chandery Choke, or ptinctpal strect,is wide 
and handsome, one‘ of the broadest avenues to be 
found in an Indim city. The houses are of various 
atyles of architecture, partaking occasionally of the 
prevailing fashions of the west; Grecian piazzas, 
sporticos, and pediments, ave not unfrequently found 
fronting the dwellings of the Moslem oy Hindoo; 
balconies are, of course, very common, and form the 
favourite resort of, the gentlemen of the family, 
who, in a loose dishybille of white muslin, enjoy the 
pleasures of the hookah, while gazing on the passing 
crowd below, totally regadless of the dust which fills 
the air, < 

The shops ave crowded with all sorta of European 
products and manufactures, and many of them display 
aign-bonrds, on which the names and occupations of 
tho inhabitants are emblazoned in Roman characters 
~~ novel circumatance in a native city, The intro- 
duetion of this useful custom is attributed to Burrud- 
deen Khan, an ingenious person patronized by the 
reigning emperor, Akbar the second. This accom- 
plished artist is celebrated for his scal-engravings, and 
so much delighted his royal master by the specitons 
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he produced, in cutting gems with the letters and 
devices of all nations, that he raised him to the yank 
of a noble, one of the few privileges still enjoyed 
by this shadow of a king, The English placards have 
a very curious appearance, mingled with the striped 
purdahs or curtains, which, in many instances, supply 
the place of doors, and the variegated screons (where 
animals of blue, red, or yellow, sprawl upon 4 green 
ground) which shade the windows. The houses are, 
for the most part, wliite-washed, and the gaiety of 
their appearance is heightened by the carpets and 
shawls, strips of cloth of every hue, scarfs and 
coloured veils, which are hung out over the verandah 
or on the tops of houses to air, the sun in India being 
considered a great purifier, a dissipator of bad smells,, 
and eyen a destroyer of vermin, though its claim to 
the latter quality must be equivocal, 

The crowd of an Indian city, always picturesque, 
is here particularly rich in shbwy figures of men 
and animals; elephants, camels, and horses, gaily 
caparisoned, parade through the streets, jingling their 
silver ornaments, and the many-coloured tufts and 
fringes with which they are adorned: the susurree 
of a great personage sweeping along the highways, 
little scrupulous of the damage it may effect in its 
progress, forms a striking spectacle when it can bo 
viewed from some safe corner, or from the back of 
a tall elephant. The coup-d'’eil is magnificent ; but 
to enter into details might destroy the illusion ; for, 
mingled with mounted retainers, richly clothed, and 
armed with glittering helmets, polished spears, and 
shields knobbed with silver, crowds of wild-looking 
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halfclad wretches on foot axe to be seen, increasing 
the tumult and the dust, but adding nothing to the 
splendour of the cavalcade. No great man—and Delhi 
is full of personages of pretension,—ever passes along 
in state without having his tithes shouted out by 
the stentorian lings of some of his followers, The 
cries of the venders of different articles of food, the 
discordant songs of itinerant musicians, screamed out 
to the accompaniment of the tom-tom, with an occa- 
sional bass volunteered by a chetah, grumbling out in 
a sharp ror his annoyance at being hawked about the 
stveets for sale, with the shrill distressful cry of the 
camel, the trampctings of the clephants, the neighing 
of horses, and the rumbling of cartewhcels, ave 
sounds which assail the car from sunrise until sunset 
in the streets of Delhi, ‘The multitude of equipages 
is exceedingly great, and more diversified, perhaps, 
than those of any athor city in the world. English 
carricges, altered ayd improved (o suit the climate 
and the peculiar taste of the possessor, ave mingled 
with the palanquins and bullock-carts, open and 
covered, the chairs, and the cage-like and lanthorn- 
like conveyances, of native construction. Prince 
Baber, the second surviving son of tho reigning 
monarch, drives about in an English chariot drawn 
hy eight horses, in which he frequently appears 
attived in the full-dress uniform of a British general 
officer, vonderad still more striking by having each 
breast adorned with the grand cross of the Bath. 
Mirza Salem, another of the princes of the imperial 
family, esvoris a favonvite wife in a carriage of' the 
anne description ; the lady is eaid to be very beautifiu, 
ue 
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but the blinds ave too closely shut to allow the anxious 
crowd « glimpse of her charms. Regular English 
coaches, drawn by four horses, and driven by postil- 
lions, the property of 1ich natives, appear on the 
public drives and at reviewa; and occasionally a 
buggy or cabiiolet of a very splendid description may 
be seen, having the hood of black velvet, embroidered 
with gold. The chetaks and hunting-leopards, before- 
mentioned, are led hooded through the streets ; birds 
in cages, Persian cats, and Persian greyhounds, ave 
also exposed in the streets for sale, under the super- 
intendence of some of those fine, tall, splendid- 
looking men, who bring all sorts of merchandize from 
Cashmere, Persia, and Thibet, to the cities of I[in- 
dostan—an almost gigantic race, bearing a noble 
aspect in spite of the squalidness of their attire, and 
haying dark, clear complexions, without a tinge of 
swarthiness. Beggars in plenty infest the streets ; and, 
in addition to the multitudes lrought together by 
business, there are idle groups of loungers—Mussul- 
mans of lazy, dissipated, depraved habits, guudily 
decked out in flaunting colours, with their hair 
frizzled in a bush from under a glittering skull-cap, 
stuck rakishly at the side of the head. 

Such are a few of the distinguishing features of 
Chandery Choke, which abounds in hardware, cloth, 
pian, and pastry-cooks’ shops, the business, as usual, 
carried on in the open air, with all the chaffering, 
haggling, and noise common to Asiatic dealings. Low 
anything of the kind is managed, amidst the bustle 
and confusion of the streets, the throng of bullock- 
carts, the strings of loaded camels, the squadrons of 
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wild, viclous horses, the trains of elephants, and the 
insolent retainers of great men, only intent upon 
displaying their own and their master’s consequence, 
by increasing the uproar, scems astonishing. The 
natives of India form an extraordinary compound of 
apathy and vivacity. In tho midst of noises and 
tumult which would stun or distract the most iron- 
neryed Enropean in the world, they will maintain an 
imperturbable calmness ; while, in ordinary matters, 
where there appears to be nothing to disturb their 
equanimity, they will vociferate and gesticulate as if 
noise and commotion were absolutely essential to their 
happiness. 

By a very little attention to order and comfort, 
the Chandery Choke might be rendered one of the 
most delightful promenades in the world ; the famous 
canal of Delhi, shaded by fine trees, runs down the 
centre, and nothing could be more easy than to 
allay the clouds of dust, xt presont so intolerable, 
by keeping the avenues on either side well watered. 
This canal, originally the work of Feroze Shah, forms 
the only supply of wholesome water which the inha- 
vitants of Delhi are enabled to obtain. Sharing the 
fate of the Patan empire, it became neglected, and 
was at length wholly choked up, remaiving in this 
tate Jor more than a hundred years. The canal was 
re-opened by Ali Mordan Khan, a Persian nobleman 
attached to the court of the Emperor Shah Jehan, 
but was again dried up and remained useless until 
the ostablishment of the British Government ; which, 
anxious to display its paternal care, and wishing to 
confer a solid and lasting benefit upon the people 
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of the city, determined upon repairing this splendid 
work, An undertaking of such magnitude occupied 
a considerable period ; it required three years of 
unremitting Ishour to complete it, and the expense 
was enormous. At length, in 1820, during the admi- 
nistvation of Siv Charles Metcalfe, the whole was 
finished, All the inhabitants of the city, in a tumult 
of joy, went out to greet the approaching waters, 
shouting Jo-peans to the Government which gave them 
the long-desived blessing, and casting garlands of 
flowers, ghee, oil, and spices, into the stream refircsh- 
ing their eyes, and giving such welcome promises 
of fertility and abundance. Fortunately, the present 
ralers of India are persevering as well as enterprising ; 
for, in the course of a very few years, the canal again 
became dry, in consequence of a change in the channel 
of the Jumna, whose waters, flowing through another 
passage, no longer afforded the customary supply. 
The inhabitants of Delhi, with the usual Asiatic 
absence of foresight, had neglected the wells, which, 
previous to the opening of the canal, had furnished 
them, though inadequately, with the precious element, 
The expense of obtaining water for domestic purposes 
was heavy, and to many almost ruinous; the gardens 
hecame deserts, and the failure of the rains increased 
the distress, The sufferings thus occasioned were not 
of Jong duration ; as soon as it was practicable, the 
engineer officer having the charge of the canal 
repaired the mischief, and a second jubilee took 
place, attended by similar festivals and similar thanks. 
givings, than which nothing could have been more gra- 
tifying to the English inhabitants of the imperial city. 
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The palace of the residency, within the walls of 
modern Delhi or Shahjehanabad, formerly belonged 
to Ali Merdan Khan, the nobleman beforeanentioned. 
It is a large ivregular building, which has been added 
to, and altered to suit the taste and convenience of 
its successive owners, the banqueting-rooms being the 
work of Sir David Ochterlony ; some of the older 
apwonents are adorned with claborate ornaments and 
rich Mosaic paintings; it has a large garden at the 
back, laid out with the stately formality which is the 
usual style of Oriental pleasure-grounds, and the 
whole, though not particularly splendid, has a solemn 
and imposing air. 

By strangers visiting Delhi, a presentation at the 
court ofthe fallen monarch is gencvally desired, though 
there are many Anglo-Indinns who, with more than 
native apathy, pass through the city of the Moslem 
conquerors of India with as little Interest in the great 
Moghulas they have been accustomed to take in his 
effigy, which is so ‘unaccountably impressed upon a 
pack of cards, The imperial palace, erected by Shah 
Jehan, isa vory noble building. The outer wall in 
front is sixty fect high, batllemented on the top, and 
adorned with smull round towers; the gateways are 
magnificent. ‘Ihe whole is of red granite, surrounded 
by a moat, and, though only tenable against arrows 
and musquetry, hag an air of strength and grandour, 
The entrance is execedingly fine; 2 lofty gothic arch, 
in the centre of the tower, which forms the portal, 
leads to a splendid vestibule, and through a yaulted 
eolonnade, to the inner court, A second gateway 
leads to another quadrangle, in which the denynea 
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khas, oy hall of audience, is situated, The throne or 
pavilion of the great Moghul is of white marble, 
beautifully carved, inlaid with gold, and of curious 
construction, The roof, which was formerly vaulted 
with silver, is supported on richly decorated pillars ; 
around the cornice is the celebrated inscription, “If 
there be a paradise upon earth, it is this, it is this!” 
The throne of marble, embellished with gilded oma- 
ments, stands in the centre of this pavilion; it rises 
about three feet from the floor, and is canopied by a 
drapery of cloth of gold, bordered with sced-peurl ; 
there are no steps in front, the monarch entering from 
the rear, with his sons and favoured courtiers, and the 
rest of the assemblage standing round on the pave- 
ment beneath. The quadrangle, in which this singular 
edifice is placed is extremely handsome, surrounded 
by profusely-ornamented buildings, and adorned with 
flowers and fountains, The king is seated, cross- 
legged, upon cushions, and, except upon oceasions of 
state, does not affect great splencour of attire, being 
frequently entirely wrapped up in shawls, and shew. 
ing only a few valuable jewels to the enger eyes of 
European strangers, The court is, in fact, shorn of 
all its grandeur, and the monarch, painfully conscious 
of his own degradation, can only be reconciled to the 
exhibition of himself, for the sake of the revenue 
afforded by the gold mohurs, which are offered as 
nuszurs at every presentation, 

The whole ceremonial of the reception at this once 
all-powerful court has dwindled away to a mere farce, 
Formerly, the distribution of the Zhillants, oy dresses 
of honour, was an affair of the greatest importance, and 
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may, probably, still be considered so by the natives, 
amongst whom the dependant king yet maintains the 
shadow of his power. he personal rank and the 
degree of estimation in which the person receiving 
the gift is held, are decided by the number of articles 
and the value of the materials composing the Ahillaut + 
swords, with embroidered belts, the hilts and seabbards 
being of embossed silver, or set with precious stones, 
shields rimmed with silver, daggers richly oma 
mented, splendid turbang, shawls in pairs, cummer« 
bunds and handkerchiefs,‘ gold and silver muslins, 
Benares brocades, strings of pearls and other jewels, 
are comprehended in the /hillauts given to the favou- 
nites whom native monarchs delight to honour, Some- 
times these rich gifts will consist of a hundred and 
ono articles; seventy-five is 2 more common, and five 
the lowest numbor ; these last are always of inferior 
quality: the greater the quantity the more rich the 
materials, so that the cost and value may be calculated 
by the number besjowed. The investiture of Ahéllauts 
takes place in the king’s presence, who, when desirous 
of paying a mark of peculiar respect, places a turban 
on the head of the favoured person : on other occasions, 
he merely touches the articles with his hand, and the 
rest of the ceremony is left to the officers of state. 
These magnificent prosents are not wholly disinte- 
rested marks of sovereign benefleence: the individual 
who receives them ia always expected to make an 
adequate return, and 10 present a auze' correspond. 
ing with his rank and the value of the kingly gift, 
The thillants presented at Delhi to the European 
visttants of the court ave the merest frippery imaginable, 
L3 - 
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and are said, with some appearance of truth, to be 
manufactured from the cast-off finery of the Indies of 
the genana: wreaths of tinsel flowers, conrse silvered 
muslin, and still coarser shawls, with girdles and gow- 
gaws of the most trumpery description, dear at the 
price of the few gold mohurs which are paid for them, 
are graciously bestowed upon the civil and militory 
officers of the Company, who are required to masque« 
rade in this barbarous finery, which is put on, or 
yather hung on, over their ordinary attire, An officer 
in full uniform, with a silver muslin tunic dangling 
from his shoulders, or arrayed in a roba of flowered 
gauze, stuck with tinsel and edged with faded ribbons, 
it. flimsy scarf fluttering from his cocked hat, or a tiara 
of false stones encircling the plain round beaver of a 
civilian, are objects continually offered to the view of 
spectators, who must have very rigid countenances 
not to betray the ridicule which they excite. The 
custom now would be “more honoured in the breach 
than in the observance,” it having become nothing 
more than a very absurd piece of formality, rendered 
as cheap as possible, in order to suit the pursea of 
those who wish to make their salaam to the king, On 
visits of state by functionaries of rank in the service, 
the expenses are paid by the Government; to private 
individuals repairing lone to the hall of audience, the 
cost is four gold mohurs, about eight pounds, not 
including a khillaut, which is only given on particular 
occasions, and forms an extra expense. 

The court of Delhi is still a place of considerable 
political intrigue; the numerous native tributaries to 
the British Government have always points of great 
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importance to themselves to settle, which they endea- 
vour ta obtain by those croaked paths of diplomacy 
which Asiatics delight to tread; and persons attached 
to the residency, from the highest to the lowest, are, 
directly or indirectly, assailed by stimulants supposed 
to be all-poweful over every part of the East. The 
trade of Delhi is very extensive, particularly in shawls, 
for which it is a grand mart; a constant intercourse is 
kept up between this city and Cashmere, whence the 
splendid fubries so much prized all over the civilized 
world are brought in immense quantities—some plain, 
to have borders sewed upon them, athers to be em- 
broidered in silk ov gold, whence they derive the name 
of Delhi shawls, Nothing can exceed the beauty of 
the Delhi needle-work, which is in the highest esteem 
throughout Asia, and eagerly coveted by the rich of 
both sexes, the caflans of the men being often of velvet 
edged with rich embroidery, The goldsmiths are also 
celebrated beyond those of any ather Indian city, and 
eminontly mevit their high reputation. 11 is difficult 
for persons, well acquainted with the chef-d'euvres of 
European artisans, o imagine the surprising beauty 
of the Delhi work—the champac necklaces in parti- 
cular, so culled from the flower whose petals it resem~ 
bles. Thoy do not succeed so well in cutting and 
arranging precious stones, though they are improving 
vory fist from the instructions native workmen now 
obtain when in the employment of English jowellers 
at Caloutta, Thore ave a great many carvers of stone 
and ivory in Delhi, but they have not attained to any 
thing approaching perfection in theiy art. A new and 
eurions branch of Indian béjoxterie has, however, 
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sprung up, under the auspices of an English lady ; it 
consists of ivory medallions, on which the principal 
buildings of the neighbourhood, the Kootub Minar, &e., 
are very delicately painted; these are set in gold, and 
worn as necklaces, or sent as presents by tho fair 
portion of the European community, and, though not 
of much value, are both curious and ornamental, 

The gratifications afforded by Delhi, as a station foy 
Europeans, must depend entirely upon the tastes and 
pursuits of those to whom the chances of the service 
have made it a temporary abode; for, with the excep- 
tion of a few persons, whose appointments may he 
considered to be fixed for life, a constant change is 
taking place in the society. The number of Europeans 
is not very great ; and the amazing superiority in yank 
and station, posseased by the civilians over the military, 
produces a jealousy exceedingly inimicnl to social 
intercourse, A dearth of unmarried ladies is fre- 
quently a subject of complaint, and when this hap- 
pens at a period in which no stranger of rank is a 
visitant to the imperial city, gaieties of ey kind are 
in a state of suspension, 

Whenever any great person is passing through 
Delhi, the Residency is always a scene of festivity to 
those who have not excluded themselves from its 
hospitalities through a dread of compromising thelr 
dignity by appearing to court the ruling powers, a 
prejudice which is the bane of society in India, and 
unfortunately fostered by the folly of a few vain- 
glorious civilians, who, however, form a very small 
proportion of the whole body, In a place like Delhi, 
where natives of rank fancy they consult their own 
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interest in administering to the pride and vanity of 
their European rulers, a pompous, ostentatious official 
is rendeved unbearable to all save the train of parasites 
such personages will always have about them. The 
entertainments given by the Resident ave usually of 
avery magnificent description; the gardens are illu- 
minated by coloured lamps, and the banquets have 
all the abundance considered so essential to splendour 
by the native purveyors. 

Moosulman gentlemen of rank frequently give par- 
ties to the European visitants at Delhi, in which 
ladies are included, and at these the nautch or dancing 
girls are invariably introduced: the prima donna, 
named Alfina, isa very celebrated artiste, outscream- 
ing all her contemporaries, and keeping possession 
of the floor when yainly-nspiving rivals are desired 
to sitdown, Sometimes five or six sets of these inhar- 
monious voculists appear together, all singing -at the 
game time, after the fashion of a Dutch chorus, the 
natives not having an idea of making their voices 
accord with each other. The dancing, though not 
equally barbarous, is exceedingly tiresome, when, as 
jn the presence of ladies, it is circumscribed within 
the bounds of propriety ; but there are some European 
gentlemen who acquire the native taste for an exhibi- 
tion which, when addressed to male eyes alone, is said 
to be not particularly decorous, 

The horror with which even those Asiatics who 
adopt foreign fishions in equipages and household 
furniture regard the manners and customs of the 
Europeans brought in close contact with them, is 
sometimes openly displayed by urgent remonstrances 
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to those for whom they have contracted a friendship ; 
but this is nothing compared to the expression of 
their disgust in private. In Delhi, the opinions ene 
tertained upon the subject are widely, though secretly, 
circulated through the medium of the native ukhbars, 
scandalous chronicles, very much resembling a few of 
our English newspapers, except that they are in 
manuscript: the language is Persian, and the editors 
do not scruple to write at full length the names of 
those who are the subjects of the most atrocious 
libel. It is not very easy for an European to procure 
a sight of the animadversions passed upon the conduct 
of himself or his friends; some artifice is requisite to 
obtain samples of the method employed to amuse the 
reading portidh of the native community at the expense 
of persons differing so widely in the habits of their 
public and private life. As the writers are not very 
scrupulous in the language they use, there is not a 
little difficulty in making an extract, which will dis» 
play the spirit of their commentss without shocking 
the eye by coarseyess of expression. ‘The following 
description of a European entertainment will convey 
some idea of the estimation in which such promiscuous 
meetings are held, 

“ The gentlemen of exalted dignity had n great: fonst 
last night, to which all tho military chiefs and Heute. 
nants were invited, There was a little hog on the table, 
before Mr, ——, who cut it in small pieces, and aunt 
some to each of the patty; even the women ate of it, 
In their language, a pig is called ham, Having stufled 
themselves with the unclean food, and many sorts of 
“sgh, taking plenty of wine, they made for some thme 
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a great noise, which doubtless arose from drunkenness. 
They all stood up two or four times, crying, ‘Hip! 
hip? and roared before they drank more wine, After 
dinner, they danced in their licentious manner, pulling 
about each other's wives.” ere follows a bit of per- 
sonal scandal: “ Captain ——, who is staying with 
Mr, ——, went away with the latter’s Indy (am in 
arm), the palanquins following behind, and they pro- 
ceeded by themselves into the bungalow: the wittol 
remained at table, guzzling red wine.” ‘The uncour- 
teous, ungracious manner, which too many Englishmen 
assume towards the natives, is touched off with truth 
and spirit in the following paragraph: ‘The Govern« 
ment has manifested singular want of sensein appointing 
Mr, —— to be —— at ——~. The man jg a capacions 
blockhead, aud very hot-tempered; he ean do no 
business himself, yet he haa the extreme folly to be 
angry when abler perspns wish to do it for him, Whon 
the most respectable [indoostanee gentlemen waited . 
upon him yesterday, he just stood up, halfdyessedt, 
whon they salaamed, and snid, ‘Well, what do yon 
want?’ And when they answered ‘only to pay our 
respects,’ ho growled out ‘jow’ (go).” This sort of 
yudeness is, indeed, but too common, and seems to 
excite the native ive as much as dancing, wine-bibbing, 
and outing the flesh of pigs. liven the highest person 
in the state is not exempt from the lumpoons of these 
purveyors of scandal, as the following oxtract- will 
niteat: * The Buropean. king and his viziers, having 
heard that the Governor-general is a fool, exceedingly 
slack in managing affairs, ho is to.be veealled, anda 
clever lord sont out to save Bengal,” 
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Native opinion is fa in great scom, and set at 
defiance by the European residents of India, who, 
with the solitary exception of o few, refusing to eat 
pork, out of deference to the prevuiling prejudice, in- 
dulge themselyes in every thing that appears to be most 
hateful to the surrounding multitude, But the excesses 
of which they are guilty would be excused or overs 
looked, were they more anxious to make themselves 
popular by affability and kindness of demeanour. In 
India, public admiration is not an evanescent feeling, 
or liable to the mutations which attend it in Europe 
The people of Hindostan have no caprice in their 
affections, nor do they forget the benefits they have 
received. Instances have been known at Delhi of na- 
tives flocki condole with a Resident on his disgrace 
by the British Government, notwithstanding their 
hopes and expectations from his favour were at an end. 
And yet many persons, who have never for a single 
instant endeayoured to conciliate the people over whom 
they have been placed in authoxity, with power to 
render them happy, by accepting their services or 
courtesies with corresponding kindness, are loud in 
their invectives against native insincerity and ingrati- 
tude, It is precisely those, whose pride and insolence 
have rendered them objects of dislike, who thus 
animadvert upon the character of the people of Hin- 
dostan, 

Delhi is considered to be one of the hottest places 
in India, owing probably to the arid nature of the 
country all around it, the immense quantity of build- 
ings, which become so many reflectors, and the exceed- 
ing fury of the fiery simoom, which blows until ten 


DELI, 233 


o'clock at night, and sometimes docs not subside 
during the twenty-four hours. This kind of weather 
lasts four months, and European residents must content 
themselves with in-door amusements for the whole 
period of its duration. 

The rains and the cold season are both very agrecable; 
but there is one plague from which the city and its 
environs never are exempt,—that of flies,—which come 
in armies similar to those which invaded Egypt in the 
time of Phavaoh, In addition to the usual number of 
chicks, the blinds with which the doors and windows 
of English houses are furnished, the outer verandahs 
are carefully closed in with this pretty and useful ma- 
nufacture of split bamboo, to secure the interiors from 
the host of winged enemies which woitld otherwise 
pervade ‘the whole atmosphere. Persons living in tents, 
in the cold weather, are almost driven mad by the tor- 
ments inflicted by these disgusting assailants. The 
natives wrap themselves up in a cloth, and lie down, 
preferring the chantes of suffocation, as the lesser evil 
of the two; but the European must cither submit to 
the constant attendance of a domestic, with a chowrie, 
to beat them off, or arm himself with patience to 
endure, 

These, however, and other inflictions of the climate, 
are amply compensated by the endless gratification 
afforded to intellectual minds by the number of inte« 
resting objects which greet the spectator on avery side, 
A life might be spent in rambling over the ruins of old 
Delhi, and subjects for contemplation still remain. 
Next to the palace, the most striking building of Shah- 
jehanabad is the Jumma Musgid, a magnificent mosque, 
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erected on the summit of a rock of considerable height, 
ascended by three fine flights of steps. Three hand- 
some gateways lead into a quadrangle of the noblest 
dimensions, paved with granite, inlaid with marble, 
and surrounded on three sides by an open cloister. 
Along this splendid area, which has a marble tank ar 
reservoir of water in the centre, the visitor is conducted 
to thother flight of steps, the ascent to the mosque, a 
superb hall, flanked with minarets, and entered by 
three lofty gothic arches crowned with marble domes, 
From the interstices of the piazza of this fine square 
very picturesque views are obtained ; it has not the 
delicacy of finish of the pearl mosque at Agra, but its 
proportiong,are much finer, and its situation, upon so 
commanding: ’n eminence, gives it a great advantage 
over other celebrated Moghul temples. The Jumma 
Musjid was the work of Aurungzebe, who, like many 
other usurpers, endeavoured to gain a reputation for 
piety ; and the better to impose upon a credulous mul- 
titude, who might have attributetl his desire to gain 
the throne, by the imprisonment of his father and the 
murder of his brothers, to ambitious motives, clothed 
himself in the rags of a Jugueer, and in this humble 
guise sought the shrine of the Jumma Musjid, to pray 
for the success of his rebellious army. ‘This mosque 
is kept in good repair by a grant of the English Go. 
vernment ; it is much frequented by the faithful, of 
whom many hundreds may be seen at a time, prostrate 
on the pavement. It is also the resort of numerous 
beggars, and the poorer classes of travellers, who find 
all the shelter which the climate renders necessary in 
the nooks and recesses of the building. 
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There are other mosques which, from their antiquity 
ov the historical circumstances connected with them, 
excite a good deal of curiosity ; and the new suburb, 
called, after its projector, Z'revelyanpore, under the 
village of Paharce, built to supply habitations for the 
increasing population of the city, is sufficiently inte. 
resting to attract a visit from strangers, The plan has 
been much approved for its elegant simplicity, though 
of course there are divers opinions concerning it. The 
centre, a large quadrangle, called Bentinck Square, is 
entered by four streets, opening from the middie of 
each side, and not at the angles, according to the 
usual European custom. ‘The whole extent of the 
streets, which ave ninety feet in width, and the fagade 
of the square, present an unbroken front of Doric co- 
lumns, supporting a piazza behind, in which ave com- 
modious shops and dwelling-houses, ranged with great 
yegularity. The four triangular spaces at the back, 
fovmed by the arms of tha cross, are intended for 
stable and court-yafds for the cattle and bullock-carts 
belonging to the inhabitants. In the event of Treve~ 
lyanpore becoming a place of native resort, a plan for 
increasing its extent has been laid down, and a native 
gentleman of great wealth is constructing a magnificent 
gateway, of corresponding architecture, fronting the 
Lahore gate of Delhi, which will fead to a cirens, the 
centre of which is to be adorned with a cenotaph to 
the memory of a young British officer, a friend of 
My. Trevelyan, the founder of this new quarter, which 
has not yet, however, been much sought after as a 
residence by the native population. 

The grand object of attraction, in the neighbourhood 
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of Shahjehanabad, is the Kooteb Minar, a magnificent 
tower, two hundred and forty-two feet in height, 
which rises in the midst of the ruins of old Delhi, at 
the distance of nine miles south of the modern city. 
It is not known by whom or for what purpose this 
splendid monument was erected; and conjecture, 
weary of a hopeless task, is now content to permit its 
origin to remain in obscurity. According to the general 
supposition, it was erected in the thirteenth century ; 
but this is not certain, nor can it be ascertained whe- 
ther the founder was Moslem or Hindoo, though the 
majority of opinions inclines to the latter, The great 
architectural beauty of this wonderful building, the 
height of the column, supposed to exceed that of any 
other in the world, its amazing strength, the richness 
of the materials, and the magnificence and variety of 
its embellishments, combine to render it the surpassing 
wonder of a land abounding in buildings of the highest 
degree of splendour and interest. The extraordinary 
elegance and grandeur of this revlarkable tower have 
preserved it from the ruin with which it has been 
lately threatened ; the Government, anxious to preserve 
so valuable a relic of Indian antiquity, directed its 
restoration and repair,—a difficult and somewhat ha- 
zardous work, which has been admirably performed 
by Major Smith, of the Engineers, From the summit, 
which is ascended by a spiral staircase, the view is of 
the most sublime description ; a desert, covered with 
ruins full of awful beauty, surrounds it on all sides, 
watered by the snake-like Jumna, which winds its 
huge silvery folds along the crumbling remains of pa- 
Jaces. and tombs, In the back-ground rises the dark 
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- lofty walls and frowning towers of an ancient fortress, 
the atrong-hold of the Pytaun chiefs; and the eye, 
wandering over the stupendous and still beautiful frag- 
ments of former grandcur, rests at last upon the white 
and glittering mosques and minarets of the modern 
city, closing in the distance, and finely contrasting, by 
its luxuriant groves and richly flowering gardens, with 
the loneliness and desolation of the scene beneath, 
The tomb of the emperor Iumayoon, the futher of 
Acbar, a monarch pre-eminent in misfortune, but of 
whom some fine chivalric tales ave told, stands at a short 
distance from the Kootab Minar ; there ave other mau- 
soleums also of great beauty and splendour, amid 
which that of Sufter Jung, a fortunate military adven- 
turer, is worthy of mention, 

Another place of great interest in the neighbourhood 
is a gigantic astronomical obscrvatory, supposed to be 
the work of Jey Sing, a Hindoo rajah, who flourished 
in the seventeenth century, The dial is still in good 
repair, a stupendous work, of which the gnomon, of 
solid masonry, is sixty fect high, It is not possible to 
convey any idea by description of these enormous in- 
struments; but persons desirous to make themselves 
acquainted with them have only to consult the splendid 
and aceurate views taken by Mr, Daniell. 

The Pytaun fortress, which forms so conspicuous 
an object from cyery terrace in the neighbourhood, 
constitutes another of the lions of old Delhi ; the lapse 
of seven hundred years has done little towards the 
reduction of the solid walls and massive towers of this 
fine old place, which is now chiefly celebrated for its 
tank or bowlee, embosomed within high picturesque 


238 DELIIL 


buildings, which rise from twenty to sixty feet above 
the surface of the water,—a place of delightful cool- 
ness in the hot season, the sun not shining upon it for 
more than three hours a-day. It is deep as well as 
dark, and in the cold weather immersion cannot be 
very agreeable ; yet the idle parties of young men who 
frequent the spot, take perhaps greater delight in the 
exploits of a few poor creatures, who pick up a pre~ 
carious subsistence by plunging into the flashing waters, 
than in more legitimate objects of interest. Some of 
these will venture, for the sake of a rupee, from a very 
perilous height, springing from the dome of a neigh- 
bouring mosque down to the abyss below, sixty or 
seventy feet, and disappearing frightfully, the waters 
resuming their tranquillity before these desperate ad- 
venturers can rise again to the surface, Of course, 
amongst Europeans, there will always be persons suf- 
ficiently inhuman to encourage these barbarous feats, 
The few intellectual pilgrims, who wander amidst the 
wrecks of bygone splendour, must make up their 
minds to endure sights and scenes of the most incon- 
gruous nature:—pic-nic parties bivouacking in the 
tombs, and being entertained at their repasts by the 
performances of a set of nautch girls; young men 
amusing themselves with a game of quoits ; and groups 
of flitting unimaginative women, speculating on the 
probabilities of getting up a quadrille. 
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CIIAPTER XI. 
HURDWAR AND JUGGURNAUT. 


Tuusu celebrated places of Hindoo pilgrimage 
are, at peculiar periods of the year, highly attractive 
to European visitors, more particularly ITurdwar, 
which lies almost in the route of those who are 
travelling to or from the Ilimalaya; and which pos- 
sesseg, in addition to its other claims to notice, pic+ 
turesque beauties which can scarcely be surpassed. 
It is at this hallowed spot that the sacred river, 
emerging from its mountain birthplace, enters upon 
the wide plains of Ilindostan, a cloar, beautiful, but 
rather shallow stream, and though somewhat rapid, 
affording, at the period of the annual fair, no indica- 
tions of the fury and velocity with which, during the 
rains, its pursues its headlong course until it meets 
the ser, 

The town of Murdwar, which is distinguished by a 
handsome range of buildings, backing an esplanade 
which runs along the bank of the river, ovexpies 
ground only partially cleaved from the neighbouring 
forest. The deep and dense woods of the terrale 
sweep down to tho western suburb, uniting their 
verdant avenues to the arched gateways and pillared 
colonnades of the streets, The pass, or gorge, lending 
to the valley of the Dhoon, presents landscapes of 
almost incomparable beauty, while the splendid piles 
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of mountains, rising ih the back-ground, give a wild 
sublimity to the scene, which can scarcely fail to 
inspire with enthusiastic delight every breast not 
entirely indifferent to nature’s wonders, We know 
not whether the fine busts of scenery, which greet 
the eye at every point, have any part in the attach 
ment manifested by the pilgrims to Hurdwar; the 
natives in general, and more particularly the lower 
classes, are singularly deficient in their perceptions 
of inanimate beauty; indeed, it is doubtful whether 
they are much attracted by loveliness in any form, or 
whether they do not, either in theiy wisdom, or their 
want of relish for the poetry of life, always prefer the 
utilis to the dulcis. A tree to them is chiefly, if not 
entirely, valuable for its shade ; a stream is associated 
solely with the pleasure of quenching the thirst, and 
cooling the parched brow; and if a wife be docile, 
and fully equal to her household duties, it matters * 
little what her claims to beauty may be. Yet, though 
more than ordinarily free from" poetical influences, 
some portion of the rapturous delight with which the 
Hindoo devotees hail the’ first sight of the Ganges, 
as it issues forth from the Alpine solitudes beyond 
Hurdwar, must be attributed to the enchantment 
produced upon the eye by the loveliness of the 
combinations of hill, and wood, and gushing river, 
Shouts of “ Mahadeo Bol!” of “ Bol! Bol!” and 
“Ram! Ram!" vend the skies, as the worshippers of 
the sacred waters approach the place of their pilgrim. 
age. The road is covered for miles with travelling 
parties ; rich, poor, of both sexes and all ages, crowd 
to this oriental carnivajygnd there is scarcely any part 
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of Asia which does not send forth a deputation; the, 
commercial speculations and traflie, incidental to the 
fair, being quite as attractive (o the worldly-minded, 
as purification to the devotee. 

In former times, the meeting of so vast a multitude 
was productive of many hostile collisions. The rage 
of different sects was excited against each other, and 
quarrels were followed up by blows and bloodshed, 
The accounts given by the few European spectators 
who, before the occupation of the country by the 
British Government, chanced to visit the strajge and 
wondrous scene, were absolutely terrific, /At that 
time, holy mendicantg, and men who could ‘command 
bands of armed retainers, tyrannized over less for- 
tunate persons; while professional robbers openly 
pursued their calling, plundering with impunity those 
who were unable to defend themselves, Affairs now 
wear q much more peaceable aspect, and the order 
and tranquillity which prevails reflects the greatest 
credit upon the cifil and military authorities, upon 
whom the task of maintaining harmony amidst such 
jarring materials devolves. 

All weapons brought by the visitors are delivered 
up to the care of chuprassies appointed by Ute judge 
or magistrate to recelve them ; a ticket is given to the 
owner, which, wpon presenting on his return home, 
enables him to receive his property again. An island 
in the centre of the river is garrisoned for the period 
of the fair by several hundred men belonging to the 
Sirmoor battalion of IIill Rangers, whose usual quarters 
ave at Deyrah Doon, These men are employed to 
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keep the peace, and they have hitherto succeeded 
most wonderfully. 

The town of Hurdwar does not afford accommoda- 
tion for a tenth part of the numbers who crowd to 
its ghauts; but Asiatics ave independent of lodging- 
vooms; the rich carry their canvas dwellings along 
with them, and the poor ave contented with the shelter 
of a tiee. The country round about is formed into 
one vast camp, in which Arabs, Cingalese, Persians, 
Tatars, mingle with Seiks, people from Cutch, Guze- 
rat, Nepaul, and all other provinces of India; while, 
a little removed from the din and clamour of this 
Babel-like assemblage, are to be seen the tents of 
European visitants, ladies, who venture fearlessly into 
the hubbub, sitting as much at their ease as the dust, 
the myriads of flies, and the intolerable clamour, will 
admit, 

To give some idea of the valuable nature of the 
articles bought to Hudwar for sale, it may be 
interesting to state, that a neckléce consisting of a 
row of alternate diamonds and emeralds was valued at 
five thousand pounds; for another composed of splendid 
pearls, a fifth part of that sum was demanded; and 
those of wrought gold were from thiity to fifty pounds 
each, All sorts of brazen vessels are exposed for 
sale, and a great variety of idols of the same metal, 
which, previous to being consecrated, may be pur- 
chased by the pound. After Brahmins have shed the 
odour of sanctity upon them they increase prodi- 
giously in price; persons, therefore, who only buy 
out of cuiiosity, should content themselves with the 
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least valuable article. Inferior trinkets, in the shape 
of heads, necklaccs, bangles, armlets, and anklets of 
silver or of baser metal abound, together with real 
and mock coral, tinsel, and glass. There are mouth- 
pieces for pips, of lapis laguli, agate, cornelian, 
and different kinds of marbles, and toys in ivory, 
stone, and mother-o’-pearl, Rosaries and Brahminical 
cords in great abundance, «with preserved skins of 
wild animals, and stuffed birds, Truffics are brought 
from the countries north of the Sutledge, The sherbets 
are the finest in the world, but the manufacture and 
the consumption of sweetmeats almost exceed belief. 
Every fourth shop at Hurdwar is a confectioner’s, and 
the process of making and baking goes on at all hours 
of the day and night. 

The fuivs of India differ in many particulars from 
those of Europe; though jugglers and tumblers are 
to be found, together with snake-charmers, and others 
who procure their subsistence by the exhibition of 
sleight-of-hand or tricks of cunning, there are, pro- 
perly speaking, none of the shews which attact sv 
much attention at home, The articles intended for 
sale ave arranged with more regard to convenience 
than taste, either strewed promiscuously upon the 
ground, or hidden in the tents; the various wild 
animals, which form a part of the merchant's specula- 
tions, are openly exposed to public view, and, though 
gazed at with wonder and amazement by atrangers 
from distant lands, are not rendered more profitable 
by being exhibited for money. The passion for sight- 
seeing may be equally strong in India as in England, 
but it is chiefly confined to the pigeants displayed 
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at festivals, and as yet, curiosity has not been much 
excited by the wonders of nature, The eattle-depart- 
ment, at the fuir of Hurdwar, is the most attractive, 
both to Europeans and natives, being considered the 
best in India; horses ave brought from Kattiawar, 
Cutch, the countries north of the Sutledge river, 
Persia, and the shores of the Red sea, perfect in blood 
and bone, proud in their bearing, swift as the wind, 
and suited to warriors and cavaliers: these fine animals 
ave contrasted with a race less showy, but equally 
useful, the small compact and sturdy breeds of Cash- 
mere and Cabul, and the mountain ghoonts, of which 
M. Jacquemont has Jately made such honourable 
mention, Elephants algo rear their gigantic forms in 
the encamping-grounds of the dealers, Like the horse, 
they are distinguished by their good points: the tusks 
should be perfect, and they are greatly esteemed when 
the tail is of the orthodox dimensions, and furnished 
with a flat tuft of hair at its extremity. 

The difference of appearance between an clephant 
destined for the pad, or as the’ caparisoned bearer 
of princes and nobles, is very great, but will bear no 
comparison with that which is displayed in the camel, 
At Hurdway, every description of this animal may 
be seen, from the uncomfortablelooking, dejected 
beast of burthen, to the thorough-bred hircarrah, 
which can maintain its speed during a hundred miles 
without pause or rest: a winged messenger, which 
none but the best trained and hardiest of riders can 
venture to mount, Fr 4 very long period, the camel 
and the dvomedary were supposed to be distinct 
animals, but moélern naturalists have decided that 
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there is in reality no difference between them, the 
single and double-humped being merely a variety, and 
the fleetness and intelligence of both depending upon 
early education. Buffalos, cows, and sheep, are like- 
wise exhibited for sale, the list of domestic animals 
closing with dogs and cats, the beautiful races of 
Persia, so much sought after in India, making their 
appearance by the side of some huge clephant. 
Monkeys, which may be said to occupy a sort of 
debateable ground between the wild bensts of the 
field and the quadriipeds which man has enlisted into 
his service, ave brought in great numbers to Hurdwar; 
bears, leopards, and cheetas are likewise numerous, 
and deer of every kind, from the stately nylghau, 
to that diminutive species which can be so rarely 
preserved in a state of captivity, even in India, are 
purchasable; the yak is also sometimes to be found 
at Hurdwar, though the advance of the season renders 
their appearance rare, since they are unable to bear 
the heat of the plains, The most valuable articles 
of commerce procurable at this fair, are the gems and 
precious stones of all descriptions which Japidaries 
bring from every part of Asia; the shawls and cloths 
from Cashmere and Thibet yank next; the same 
dealer may also have a stock of English woollens 
upon hand; and perfumery and bijouterie of every 
kind from London and Paris, find thelr way to this 
xemote market. 

In former remarks upon the subject of the extra. 
ordinary low prices at which European goads are 
sold by native dealers, and the consequent losses 
sustained by speculations made ata venture, I* have 
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mentioned the heteregenoeus mixture of articles in 
the possession of Indian venders, and theiv extreme 
ignorance of the intrinsic value of each. Many of the 
investments sent out to India, are utterly useless to 
the great bulk of the population ; and so little have 
the climate, habits, and wants of the people been 
studied by European traders, that cargoes of Ivish 
putter have been despatched to Caleutta, and, as a 
matter of course, nothing but the casks remained at 
the end of the voyage, the contents having exuded 
at every cack, It was at one time thought by the 
worthies of Glasgow, that the natives of India would 
gladly exchange their muslin tmbans for a covering 
of felt; and accordingly a ship was freighted with 
round hats, articles only prized by the topee wallahs 
(hat fellows), the term commonly used to designate 
Europeans. 

L do not know whether the information upon this 
important subject, communicated in the Madras and 
Calcutta papers, has travelled té England, but in 
speaking of the commodities which are to be met with 
at Hurdwar, it will not be out of place to mention 
those which would be most likely to find purchasers 
at fair prices. In the cutlery depatment, there should 
be scissors, pen-knives, and razors; next, common 
padlocks and cheap locks of every description, Red 
and blue broadcloth, and serge, with woollen caps, 
such as sailors wear, sell well, In cotton and silk, 
care should be taken to select articles which would 
make up readily into turbans and sarees s the former 
should be white, scarlet, or crimson, plain or flowered, 
twenty yards long by twelve inches; cloths for the 
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duputtee six yards long and one and a-half broad, 
plain or white, or those with coloured borders, which 
ae much in request ; also chintzes of gandy patterns, 
which, as the fashions in India are unchangeable, 
would secure a constant sale, Stationery is in con- 
siderable demand, but it should consist of very cheap 
paper, both foolscap and post, French and Italian, it 
is said, answering best, in consequence of the low 
price at which they are manufuctured ; quills, red 
wafers, and black-lead pencils, complete the list in 
this department, The catalogue of English books is 
rather amusing; in addition to schoo) dictionaries 
(that of Mylius and that by Fulton and Knight being 
recommended) ; Murray's Grammar, Spelling Book, 
and English Reader. The list contains an abridgment 
of the Spectator, Arabian Nights, Chesterfield's Letters, 
whole or abridged; English Dialogues, the Young 
Man's Best Companion, and the Universal Letter Writer. 
These are eagerly sought after, but as yet, as far as 
regards the generality of Indian students, the remain- 
ing portion of English literature has been written in 
vain, and will not find native purchasers beyond the 
presidencies, | 

Watches of silver or yellow metal, costing from 
thirty shillings to five pounds, are greatly in demand ; 
also good spectacles, in cheap mountings of silver or 
metal, plated-ware not finding a ready gale in India ; 
small mirrors in plain frames, and Janthorns of a 
common gort, fitted up with lamps for oil, Patterns of 
hardware manufactory should be procured from India, 
for the natives will not cat or drink out of new-fangled 
utensils, however convenient they may be ; plates, 
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dishes, basins, and bowls, of iron, copper, and tin, 
should be fashioned after a peculiar manner ; &s also 
the ota, or jug, from which, if an unpractised Enro- 
pean were to attempt to drink, he would inevitably 
spill every drop of the liquor. In medicine there is 
an incessant demand for the following articles: bark- 
powder and quinine, jalap and cream of tartar, essence 
of peppermint, brandy disguised as 2 medicine, eau de 
Cologne, lavender.water, and strong sweet water, such 
as eau de mille flewrs. This list will appear very 
scanty, but the gentleman who furnished it assures us 
that it will not be expedient to add anything to it for 
the purpose of supplying the wants of the interior ; 
he caused it to be examined and corrected by several 
opulent and respectable natives, who were well ac- 
quainted with the actual state of the country, and 
with what would be most likely to sell amidst the 
Rreat mass of the people; many of the most respec. 
table classes being poor, and content with the com- 
monest conveniences of life. 

‘The anxiety to promote the interests of commerce 
will excuse the insertion of the concluding paragraph 
of thi interesting article upon the subject of India 
trade: * “ One point, however, must not be forgotten ; 
most invoices are sold at Madvas, where the prices 
maintained are very moderate. They seldom reach 
the interior, where a better price would be easily 
found, and when carried up the country by hawkers 
and petty dealers, the price becomes exorbitant. To 


* First published at Madyas, and copied into the Calentta 
newspapers, 
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obviate these inconveniences, the exporter should pro- 
vide cases containing small miscellaneous invoices, 
made up in England, and these should be landed at 
variaus parts of the const, so as to be conveyed straight 
to the best markets ; as, for instance, Tanjore, Madura, 
Trichinopoly, Nagpore, Seringapatam, or Uyderabad. 
At these places and many more (the names of which 
will be gradually ascertained by the merchant), a 
ready-money price will be immediately obtained ; the 
cost of inland carriage will not average more than two 
per cent. on the prime cost, while the profits will be 
from one hundred to three hundred per cent.” 

The English visitors at Hurdwar are made to smile 
at the base uses to which the refinements of European 
luxury are degraded ; nothing appears to be employed 
for the precise purpose for which it was originally 
intended; table-covers of woollen with printed bor- 
ders, black and crimson, or yellow and blue, figure 
upon the shoulders of the poorer classes, who have 
purchased them for next to nothing, tables being at 
present unknown in the houses of the natives, while 
prints ave offered for sale upside down, and hung up 
in the same manner when purchased. A. tasta for the 
fine arts is still a desideratum in India, and, from per- 
sonal experience of the difficulty of explaining the 
most obvious pictorial subject to an uneducated native, 
the probability of conveying instruction through the 
medium of paintings seems very questionable. 

There is, of course, nothing like neatness oy order in 
the arrangement of the stalls of the merchants at 
Hurdwar. Each strives to make the merits of his 
commodities known by clamorous commendatioys. It 

u 3 
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is necessary to be a good judge of every article, to 
avoid being taken in, and to be tolerably expert at 
driving a bargain; the venders demanding exorbitant 
sums, which they lower gradually when convinced 
that they have no chance of succeeding in obtaining 
more than a tenth part. The art of selling a horse is 
well understood in India, and persons ought to be 
well acquainted with the secrets of the trade to deal 
with such experienced jockeys, The dexterity with 
which they shew off the animal’s accomplishments, 
and the extraordinary degree of training and doctoring 
which they undergo, deceive the inexperienced and 
the presumptuous youths, who fancy that they may 
credit the evidence of their senses, An incorrigibly 
vicious beast, which nothing but a native of the Pam- 
pas could ride, is drugged with opium until he appears 
to be of lamb-like gentleness ; while stimulants are 
administa‘ed to the weak and sluggish, which give 
them a temporary shew of vigour and activity, Some 
of the finest Arabs bear very high,prices ; the princi- 
pal merchant, during the writer's residence in India, 
asked £800 for a beautiful milk-white charger, and 
could not be induced to take a smaller sum ; the price 
of a good camel is £8, but the sums given for clephants 
vary as much as those at which horses are sold. 

The waters of the Ganges are supposed to derive 
additional sanctity at the expiration of every twelfth 
year, and the concourse of pilgrims is much grenter 
upon these anniversaries. The astronomers in atten~ 
dance calculate the precise moment in which ablution 
is supposed to be particularly beneficial, and, at the 
sounding of the Brahminical shell, the anxious crowds 
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precipitate themselves into the water. In consequence 
of the narrowness of the principal ghaut, this simul- 
taneous rush was formerly attended with great dan- 
ger, and frequently with loss of life. A dreadful con- 
cussion, in which numbers perished, determined the 
British Government to remedy the evil ; 2 more com- 
modlious passage to the river jvas constructed, and the 
returning pilgrims, when they saw the preparations 
made to secure their safety, mingled shouts and 
blessings upon their humane benefactors, with their 
acclamations to Mahadeva. The liveliness with which 
the Hindoos express their gratitude, and their quick 
sensibility to kindness and attention to their conve- 
nience and comfort, seem incompatible with the 
apathetic temperament manifested upon many occa- 
sions. The prejudices of caste, and the influcuce of 
predestinarianism, which render them indifferent to 
suffering, are the causes of this inconsistency, and so 
great is their effect, that it is difficult to imagine that 
one and the same person could display such contrary 
feelings, so much coldness and torpor at one period, 
and so much emotion and vivacity at another. At 
Hurdwar, all the enthusiastic cloments of the native 
character are called into action; the pilgrims and 
merchants are lively and energetic beyond the sober 
conceptions of the English spectatoia, who look on 
haif-stupified by the clamour, and all astonishnent at 
the power of the human lungs, exhibited in a manner 
almost exceeding belief, The noises incidental to a 
crowded Indian assemblage have been too often 
described to need repetition; but they are so super- 
eminently astounding at IIurdwar, that no agcount 
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of the ordinary din and dissonance can afford the 
faintest notion of the uproar which prevails, The 
ringing of bells, the firing of cannon, and the loud 
huzzas of European multitudes, however deafening, 
are nothing to the wild and continuous discord which 
assails the ear at this meeting. The bawling and 
drumming of the fakirs never appear to cease during 
a single instant ; then, in addition to the most horvid 
blasts the divest trumpet’ ever blew, we have the 
Brahminical shell, the nobué, the dhole, and the gong. 
The animals, terrified by the confusion around them, 
neigh, bellow, grunt, and roar, with more than usual 
vehemence, and this tumult continues, night and day, 
without the slightest interval of peace. The instant 
that the voice of a jogee or other devotee fails, he 
applies himself to his bell, ringing’ with astounding 
clamour, until the lungs can come into play again. 
The only ceremonial used by the bathers is that of 
ablution, which consists merely in dipping in the 
Ganges, and. in paying the tributes collected carefully 
by the attendant Brahmins, Those who are desirous 
of securing a large share of the good things of this 
and of the next world, are proportionally liberal to the 
religious mendicants, who form the most conspicuous 
figures in the scene. The more dreadfully degraded 
from the dignity of men, the more filthy, squalid, and 
indecent in their appearance, the higher is the venera- 
tion with which these fakirs are regarded. ‘Though 
sufficiently numerous in other places, they repair in 
tropps to Hurdwar, occupying the verandahs, galleries, 
_ and roofs of the principal buildings, and stages of bam- 
boo erected for their accommodation in the centre of 
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the stream, superintending the devotions of the bathers, 
which are however, generally speaking, confined to 
manifestations of joy at having obtained the end and 
object of a long and toilsome pilgrimage. The latest 
accounts from India state that the fair at Elurdwar is 
upon the decline, and that many of the Brahmins, who 
were formerly attached to its temples, have taken ser~ 
vice under Europeans, By some, this falling off’ in 
religious enthusiasm is attributed to the conviction 
(mainly produced by the subjection of Bhurtpore), 
that it is impossible to withstand the power of the 
Christians, who will sooner or later induce al) India to 
conform to their creed, and this idea has doubtless 
considerable weight with a superstitious people. But, 
however, in remarking upon the lukewarmness obscr- 
yable, all over Hindostan, towards festivals formerly 
exciting the highest degyvee of reverential regard, the 
labours of the missionaries must not be wholly over« 
looked and forgotten, 

Since the period 4n which the English first obtained 
a footing in India, the efforts of these zealous disciples 
have been unremitting; they are always to be found 
in large and promiscuous assemblies, standing at the 
ghauts, or sitting in the porches of the temples, dis- 
tributing tracts to the passers-by, and expounding the 
Scriptures to such as will listen to them. Not discou- 
raged by theiy apparent want of success, they have 
continued to exeraise the duties of their calling with 
untiring activity, and we should do grent injustice to 
the intellectual powers of many of the classes of the 
natives, if we did not suppose that the perusal of such 
portions of the Holy Writings as have been placetl for 
the purpose in their hands, has not had the effect of 


254 HURDWAR AND JUGGURNAUT, 


disturbing their belief in the monstrous fallacies of the 1 
Hindoo religion. Captain Skinner assures us that 
the Sikhs, in particular, evinced the greatest anxiety 
to possess themselves of the tracts offered to them by 
a missionary at the fair of Hurdwar. “1 stood,” 
observes the above-mentioned authority, “near the 
spot where he was sitting, without, I believe, being 
perceived by him, and was astonished at the attention 
which they all paid to the few wards which he was 
able to address to them, A middle-aged man, with 
several of his family about him, came up to me with 
his book, and repeated the words the ‘Padre Sahib’ 
had spoken to him on presenting it, and as if really 
anxious to have them corroborated, asked with much 
earnestness if it were true—‘ Sach bat?" I assured 
him it all was ;—‘ Then,’ said he, ‘I will read the book 
to my family when I get home.’ " 

The new ghaut is exceedingly wide and handsome, 
not less than a hundred feet in breadth, and descend- 
ing by a fine flight of about sixty steps into the water ; 
it is covered at every hour of the day with multitudes 
of bathers, ascending and descending, and uttering 
Wah! wah! as they contrast the present facilities 
with the former difficulties of the approach, 

The annual fair at Hurdwar affords abundant oppor- 
tunities for the exercise of dacoity ; it is here that the 
highest dexterity in the art of thieving is displayed. It 
is said that, like the vampire-bat, which lulls its victim 
to sleep by gently fanning him with its wings while 
it sucks the vital current from his veins, these ac- 
complished marauders employ some soothing art 
which deepens the repose of the slumberer, while 
they possess themselves of every article belonging to 
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him, even to the very sheet on which he may be lying; 
stripped to the skin, and their bodies rubbed with oil, 
no snake can be more smooth and supple, or more quiet 
in its movements, They will glide into a tent, in spite 
of the utmost watchfulness of the sentinel appointed to 
guard it; and so impossible is it to prevent the entrance 
of such intruders, that the only method to preserve 
the property is to keep it all upon the outside, under 
the charge of the sentry, who must neither slumber 
upon his post nor stir for a single instant from the 
spot. 

Atall periods of the year, the ghauts at Hurdwar are 
frequented by pilgrims ; but they are few in number 
compared to the tide which rushes down the mountain 
gorge and along the lower plains at the anniversary of 
the fair, 

This concourse is often very considerably increased 
by the visits of persons haying little save curiosity 
for their object. At one anniversary the Begum 
Sumroo was preseng, with the attendance of'a thousand 
horse, and fifteen hundred infontry, Mahommedan 
princes frequently come in great force, and the Euro- 
pean spectators sometimes amount to three hundred. 
Upon such occasions the encampments of the visitors 
are usually fixed at some distance in the neighbour- 
hood, the town and immediate environs of Uurdwar 
affording scanty accommodation for the pilgrims. 
Kunkul, where there is a large open plain, which is 
situated at only two miles distance, is more convenient, 
and the greater proportion of Europeans pitch their 
tents at that place. Hindoo ladies of high rank, when 
desiring to bathe in the Ganges at IIurdwar, arescon- 
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veyed into the river in large covered litters, which 
completely conceal them from the gaze of the multi- 
tude. The advantages obtained by the pilgrims are 
supposed to be in proportion to the number of immer- 
sions; but as every plunge into ‘the water must be 
accompanied by a donation to the priests in attendance, 
it is only the rich who can obtain any material benefit 
from these ablutions, 

’ Very different from Hurdwar is the aspect of 
Juggurnant. This celebrated temple js erected upon 
the sea-coast of Orissa, in the district of Cuttack, the 
first Indian land which the passengers of a ship sailing 
direct from England to Calcutta espy. The dark and 
frowning pagoda, rising abruptly from a ridge of 
sand, forms a conspicuous object from the sea, its 
huge and shapeless mass not unlike some ill-propor- 
tioned giant, affording a gloomy type of the hideous 
superstitions of the land. While gazing on this 
mighty Moloch the mind is impressed with a strange 
atve; the bright and golden sunshine above, and the 
waving foliage below, only serve to deepen its horrors ; 
it looks like a foul blot upon the fair face of nature, 
a frightful monument of man’s success in maring 
the designs of his Creator. At Hurdwar, it is not only 
very possible to sympathize in the feelings of the mul. 
titudes, whose adoration is called forth by the bright 
river, one of the greatest blessings which the Almighty 
has hestowed upon the burning soil, but to go even 
farther, and lift up out thoughts, amidst the most 
beautiful scenes of nature, unto nature’s God. At 
Juggurnaut, there is nothing save unalloyed horror. 
Frightfulidolsinclosedin an equally frightful shrine, and. 
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seeming when viewed from the land to be enrrounded - 
by a waste of sand-hills, revolt the mind, and give to su- 
perstition its most disgusting aspect; and the disagree- 
able impression, which a distant prospect excites, is 
increased upon a nearer approach to a scene associated 
with all that is most fearful and disgusting in religious 
error, Every known rule of architecture being set at 
defiance, it would be difficult, without the aid of the 
pencil, to convey any iden of the half-tower, half- 
pyramidal style of the great pagoda ; it is built of a 
Coarse red granite brought from the southern parts of 
Cuttack, and covered with a rough coating of chunam, 
The tower containing the idols, which is two hundred 
feet high, and serves as a land-mark to the mariner, 
stands in the centre of a quadrangle, enclosed by a 
high stone-wall, extending six hundred and fifty feet 
on each side, and surrounded by minor edifices of non~ 
descript shapes. 

The magnitude of these buildings forms their sole 
claim to admiration ; they are profusely decorated with 
sculpture, but so rudely carved as to afford no plea- 
sure to the eye, the only object worthy of praise being 
4 pillar of black stone, beautifully proportioned and 
finely designed, which has been brought from the 
black pagoda in the neighbourhood, and placed fu 
front of the principal entrance. The outer gateway 
and the great portal of the temple are ascended by 
broad flights of steps, and the interior is described ag 
being very curious and well worthy of inspection, a 
sight which, however, is very rarely onjoyed by 
Europeans, The Brahmins in attendance take enre to 
exclude all profane footsteps; but it is said, npon the 
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authority of Major Archer, that a young officer of a 
native corps, a peculiar fayourite with the sepoys 
under his command, was at one time smuggled into 
the sanctuary by the connivance of the soldiers, who 
dyed his skin of the proper hue, dressed him in full 
costume, and painting the peculiar marks of their caste 
upon his forehead and nose, crowded round him upon 
all sides, and, thus secured from detection, brought 
him into the very presence of the idol. A distant 
view, notwithstanding the zeal of his conductors, was 
all that he obtained ; and either tliere not being a great 
deal to attract bis attention, or a sense of danger pre- 
venting him from feeling sufficiently at his ease to 
make many observations, the information acquired 
from his account was very scanty ; he told his friends 
that he sew nothing but large courts and apartments 
for the priests. 

The festival of the Rath Jatra takes place every 
year; but, as at Hurdwar, it increases in sanctity at 
peculiar periods, every third, sixth, and twelfth an- 
niversary, the latter more particularly, being consi- 
dered of greater importance than thdse that intervene, 
The concourse of pilgiims is still exceedingly large, 
and numbers, as in former times, never return, leav- 
ing their bodies to fester on the neighbouring sands, 
victims to a hoirible superstition, though not, as 
heretofore, sacrificed under the suicidal wheels of 
the cruel ido!’s car. Such immolations are becoming 
very unfrequent ; but fatigue, hardship, want of food, 
and the various diseases brought on by expoaure to 
the peatilential atmosphere of the rains, make fearful 
havoc among the miserable wretches who hasten 
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onwards to the holy precincts of the temple, in the 
hope of obtaining a panacea for all their woes. 

A favourite method of approach to Juggurnaut, by 
those who have either great offences to expiate, or 
who ave desirous of obtaining a more than ordinary 
portion of beatitude, is to measure the length the whole 
way from some extraordinary distance. The pilgrim 
lies down, marks the spot which the extremity of his 
hands have touched, and rising rests his feet upon the 
spot, and, again prostating himself, repeats the same 
process, Five years are sometimes consumed in this 
manner, and, as the penance may be performed by 
proxy, it is often volunteered for a ceitain sum of 
money, the wages being most scrupulously earned by 
the person who undertakes the duty. In no part of 
the world is gold so all-powerful as in India; upon 
the morning of an intended execution, a stranger 
appeared in the place of the criminal, and declaing 
that he had for a certain consideration agreed to 
suffer for the pergon who had made the bargain, 
seemed quite astonished to find any hesitation on the 
part of the authdrities to execute the sentence, remon- 
atrating with them upon the folly of their scruples, 
since he was ready and willing to perform his part. 
Fortunately for him, he had not to deal with his own 
countrymen, who, provided that somebody died, would 
have cared very little whether it was the offender or his 
substitute.* 

The great temple of Juggurnaut was erected in the 
twelfth century, under the auspices of the chief mi- 


* Such substitutions are not uncommon in China, 
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nister of the rajah of the district. The idols have 
nothing to distinguish them save thei size and their 
deformity ; the principal one, Krishna, fs Intended 
as a mystic representation of the supreme power,— 
for the Hindoos are unanimous in declaring that they 
worship only one god, and that the images, which 
they exhibit and to which they pay the most reve- 
rential homage, are merely attributes of a deity per- 
vading the whole of nature ;—he is associated with 
the two other personages of the Hindoo triad, and 
every one of the idols particularly venerated by the 
numerous tribes and sects of Hindostan, obtains a 
shrine within the precincts of this huge temple, so 
that all castes may unite in celebrating the great fes- 
tival with one accord. The installation of the great 
idol upon his car, or rath, and the procession atten- 
dant upon his triumphal march to a country residence 
about a mile and a-half distant, a journey which 
occupies three days, are performed with many cere- 
monies, though not all of a very respectful nature, 
Previous to this grand ovation, the images are taken 
from their altars to be bathed, and are then exhibited 
to public view upon an elevated terrace, 

These gigantic busts, hideously ugly, and scarcely 
bearing the rudest lineaments of the human form, 
are seen mounted upon pedestals, the latter being 
concealed by muflling draperies., The hands, feet, 
and ears of the great idol are of gold, but these 
ave kept in a box by themselves, and are only fas- 
tened into their sockets after Juggurnaut has been 
safely deposited upon his car, While seated in state 
upon the terrace, a canopy, gay with cloths of various 
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colours, is raised over the heads of the triad, and 
crowds of Brahmins are in attendance with punkahs 
and chowries, to beat off the flies. Occasionally, the 
sudden flash of a vivid fire-work sheds a momentary 
yay upon the horrid countenances of these Dagons, 
and in the next instant all is again involved in the 
indistinct gloom of an eastern twilight dimly reveal- 
ing the huge forms of the idols, and the eager ges- 
ticulations of their misguided votaries. The unwicldi- 
ness of Juggurnaut and his companions, and the 
absence of the machinery necessary to effect their 
removal in a proper and decorous manner, occasions 
ascene which scandalizes European eyes, but which 
the natives, accustomed to the doctrine of expediency, 
survey without feeling that they are offering any 
indignity to the objects of their worship, ‘The only 
method of transport which has been yet devised, is 
by nieans of ropes fastened round the necks and feet 
of these cumbrous images, which are thus dragged 
from their high places down the steps, and through 
the gateways of the temple, and are afterwards hauled 
up in the same manner upon the raths, without regard 
to mud or dust. 

The car of Juggurnaut is a monstrous vehicle, pi- 
gantic in its dimensions, and associated in the mind 
with images of horror ; it is a sort of plalorm, forty~ 
three feet in height and thirty-five fect square, moving 
upon sixteen wheels, each six feet and # half in dia- 
meter: the ornaments with which it is decorated are 
by no means splendid, its principal attraction being a 
covering of striped and spangled broad-cloth, The 
villagers of the neighbouring pergunnahks have their 


262 HURDWAR AND JUGGURNAUT, 


fields rent-free upon the condition of attendance at the 
cars of the idals, This duty, at present esteemed a 
privilege, is not exclusively confined to thase who are 
so well rewarded for its performance; but, before the 
whole ceremony concludes, the zeal of many of the 
devotees is so completely exhausted, that the raths 
would scarcely reach their destination were it not for 
the services which the Brahmins can command, It 
takes fifteen hundred men to put each of the cars of 
Juggurnaut in motion, and, when the idols are fairly 
established in their places, the shouts and cries of the 
frenzied multitude are such as to lead us to fancy that 
the whole of Pandemonium had been let loose, an idea 
which is strengthened by the fiend-like figures of the 
Jogies, Gosseins, and other religions mendicants, 
whose grim visages, lighted up with a frantic joy, 
give them a super-human appearance, as they cheer 
on their insane followers to acts of horror. Though 
the ponderous wheels of Juggurnaut no longer go 
crushing over the bodies of prostrate victims, the fury 
and excitement with which the assembled c1owd rush 
to the car is absolutely appalling. In places of very 
inferior note, there is something frightful in the noisy 
Jumbering progress of the cumbrous rath, surmounted 
by a hideous idol, dragged about in honour of the fes- 
tival ; but in the very heart and centre of this abomi-~ 
nable superstition, the celebration becomes perfectly 
terrific, and the senses, overwrought, faint and sichen 
at the view. The scenery of the place, its bare sands, 
the surging of the ocean in the distance, the drenching 
raing, damp gales, and sudden tempests of the fitful 
atmosphere, add to the wild horrors of this awful 
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pageant. Each day the exhibition becomes more 
ghastly, as the wan victims of famine and disease drop 
exhausted around, making a golgotha of the unballowed 
precincts. 

The most sacred portion of the soil a ound the temple 
of Juggurnaut extends to a circle of about eight miles, 
though the land is considered holy to a much greater 
distance ; and the whole, during sickly seasons, may 
be said to be covered with the dead bodies of the pil- 
grims, who, unequal to encounter exposure to the 
inclemency of the weather, sink under accumulated 
hardships, to form a frightful banquet for carrion-birds 
and beasts of prey, Most authorities agree that the 
tax, which was levied by the Government upon the 
pilgrims to Juggurnant, here as well as at Allahabad, 
tended to diminish the number of persons resorting to 
the festival, and also the amount of suicides, Still a 
good deal of scandal was excited by the support of an 
establishment, by Christian rulers, of a stud of ele- 
phants, horses, and Gther equipments for the service 
of the idol ; and the annual waste of life, though not 
occasioned by actual offerings to the blood-stained 
wheels of the demoniacal car, is neatly equally shocking, 
as the result of one of the most frightful delusions that 
ever spread its curse upon the human race | 

The country about Juggurnaut consists of low sand- 
hills covered by a thick, but not tall, forest of trees, 
the, gigantic vegetable products of tho soil not being 
found so near the coast: about a mile from the sea, 
cultivation abruptly ceases, the intervening space being 
a waste of deep and loose sand, extending along the 
desolate shore, 


264 HURDWAR AND JUGGURNAUT. 


The town of Pooree is situated upon the margin of 
this desert; but the European cantonments, with 
greater regard to comfort and convenience than pic. 
turesque beauty, occupy a high ridge, which is per- 
fectly destitute of verdure, fronting the sea, and having 
the benefit of all its cooling breezes, Pooree is, in 
consequence, notwithstanding its desolate appearance 
and its isolated situation, a desirable quarter ; punkahs 
are scarcely necessary at any period of the year; and, 
worn out by the oppressive heat of Bengal and Hin. 
dostan, many are delighted to loiter away the time 
on the health-inspiring, though solitary, shores of 
Cuttack. The beach is destitute of shells, or of any 
marine production interesting to the naturalist ; the 
neighbouring sea, however, abounds in fish; and 
oysters, crabs, and lobsters, which are never attainable 
at Calcutta in their freshest state, ave taken with the 
greatest ease. They are not generally supposed to be 
equal in flavour to those found in England ; but this 
idea is in all probability more océasioned by the want 
of appetite, and consequent relish, of the sojourners 
of a tropical clime than any real inferiority on the 
part of the fish, During the monsoon the surf rises 
with great vehemence, presenting breakers equally 
formidable with those of Madras, and effectually pre- 
venting any thing, saye boats of native construction, 
from holding communication with ships in the offing. 

It sometimes happens that officers, who have nearly 
out-stayed the period permitted for absence in England, 
prevail upon the captains who bring them out to land 
them at Pooree, whence they can report their retum 
to head-quarters long before the ship can reach its 


HURDWAR AND JucGuRNAUT. 266 


destined port; and as at all times the Zuropean outward« 
bound appear within sight of the black pagoda, or the 
temple of Juggurnaut, and not mmfrequently hold com- 
munication by signal with the harbour-master of Pooree, 
the inhabitants of the station look out with great 
anxiety for passing vessels, and derive theix greatest 
enjoyment from the expectation of obtaining news 
from England before it can arrive at Calcutta. 

The sand is ill-adapted either for walking or foy + 
riding, and in boisterous weather becomes so great a 
nuisance as more than to counterbalance the advan- 
tages of the sea-breeze, The houses are not built 
with the attention to comfort which characterizes 
those of the interior; they are more in the style of 
the primitive bungalow, pervious to every wind from 
heaven, and gritty in every quarter from the drifting 
sand. The interior pats of the district abound in 
game ; but in the immediate neighbourhood of Pooree, 
the ardour of the most determined sportsman is soon 
quenched by the difficulties which surround him, and 
the worthlessness of the prizes which reward his toil, 
But while the mightiest hunter is obliged to remain 
inactive, a wide field is opened to the antiquary, who 
may spend the whole period of a protracted sojourn 
in examining and inquiring into the relics of Ilindao 
antiquities which are to be found in every part of the 
hallowed soil, 

There are several pagodas, occupying a considerable 
tract of ground, scattered amongst the sand-hills which 
have heaped themselves along the coast. Many of 
these are protected from the encroachments of the 
rift by massy walls ; but others, not having the Same 

VOIn I N 


266 HURDWAR AND JUGGURNAUT. 


facilities for keeping the space clear around them, are 
almost swallowed up ini the sand. All are exceedingly 
picturesque in their appearance ; and their gaunt and 
withered inhabitants, only a little less infernal in their 
aspect than the deformed objects of their worship, 
sprawling on the floors, or grinning from a niche, 
combined with the dreariness of the land-scene, and 
the loud roar of the ever-sounding surf, altogether 
form a picture of wild sublimity, which leaves an 
indelible impression upon the mind, 

The black pagoda, or temple of the sun, one of the 
most splendid Hindoo remains which India can boast, 
and which is an object of great attraction to all the 
intellectual visitants of Pooree, is situated about six« 
teen miles to the north of the native city, in the midst 
of a wilderness of sand, with which the jungle has 
struggled, not always unsuccessfully, for the ascen- 
dancy ; here and there patches of yerdure make their 
appearance, and the gentle risings of the ground relieve 
the dull monotony of the adjacent plains. It is of 
much earlier antiquity than J uggurnaut, but has lost 
its sanctity in the eyes of the multitude, and is now 
deserted and left to ruin.. The roof is pyramidal, 
rising from a square building of great solidity ; but 
owing to a defect in the architecture, a large portion 
of this massive edifice is in ruins, and it is somewhat 
difficult to comprehend its original design, 

Weeds, the gigantic product of a most prolific soil, 
prickly pear, and copse-wood, have spread themselves 
over and amidst the enormous masses of recumbent 
ruins, above which the surviving portion of the temple 
vearg itself, and from the summit of an artificial mound 
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bids defiance to the encroaching sand, and lifls its 
head proudly as a beacon to the wanderers of the 
wave. Those who have closely examined the number- 
less sculptures which adorn this once splendid temple, 
report them to be of exquisite beauty ; the choice of 
subject, however, in many must prevent them from 
being made better known by the aid of drawings ; but 
this unhappy taste does not pervade the whole edifice ; 
and some of the colossal xemains, especially of clephants 
and gviffins, ave magnificent, Any attempt at minute 
description would occupy many pages, while it must 
utterly fail in conveying an adequate idea of the lonely 
majesty of this desecrated pile. A few fukirs, looking 
more like wood-demons than men, share the shelter 
afforded by the numerous cavernous chambers, with 
the porcupines and bears composing the principal 
population of the place; tigers occasionally join the 
assembly, though the latter intruders, arousing the 
spirit of adventure in the youth of the neighbouring 
station, are speedily put to the rout. 

The intolerance of the Mussulmans, and their deter~ 
mination to overthrow idolatry in the sent of their 
conquests, obliged the Brahmins of Juggurnaut, upon 
more than one occasion, to resort to stratagem for the 
preservation of their sacred images. ‘Twice have they 
been carried away and hidden amongst fistneases 
beyond the Chilka lake (a neck of the sea, about 
seventeen miles to the sonth of :Pooree), and there 
enshrined until better times enabled them to return ; 
but even the servanta of the Prophet, tired of the 
attempt to force their religion upon the still more 
bigotted followers of Brahma, came at length to a 
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compromise, and turned the object of their antipathy 
into a source of profit by instituting a tax, which was 
continued by the British Government. Formerly, 
the concourse of pilgrims was so great as to yield a 
revenue of nine lacs of rupees ; but the receipts have 
dwindled yearly, during a considerable period ; and 
the progress of civilization and of knowledge is now 
extending so rapidly, that at no very great distance 
of time we may hope that the fearful orgies celebrated 
at Juggurnaut may be looked upon as bygone things, 
and that a purer creed will be established upon the 
ruins of that monstrous fabric of superstition which 
has so long tyrannized over the mental fnculties of the 
Indian world, 





CHAPTER XII, 
GOUR, MANDOO, AND BEJAPORE. 


Inp1a abounds in deserted cities,—vast extensive 
ruins, many of which may be described in the words 
of the prophet Isaiah, as peopled only with desolate 
creatures. One of the most remarkable is Gour, the 
ancient capital of Bengal. The remains of this once 
flourishing place are to be found in the district of 
Dinagepore, a few miles to the southward of Malda. 
Its decline and abandonment were caused by the 
desert4on of the Ganges, which formerly flowed heside 


GOUR, MANDOO, AND BrJApoRE., 269 


its walls, About two hundred years ago, the course 
of the river took a new direction, turning of to a con« 
siderable distance from the place to which it had 
brought wealth and sanctity. To no part of the city, 
occupying a space of twenty square miles, does the 
Ganges now approach nearer than four miles and 
ashalf, and places formerly navigable ave now twelve 
miles from the stream, which so unaccountably and 
capriciously forsook its ancient bed, leaving behind it 
all the melancholy consequences of the alienation of a 
powerful ally. 

There is something very poetical in the catastrophe 
of a city suffering under a fate which may be compared 
to the miseries resulting from human perfidy ; and 
never did the fellest of war's dire bloodhounds, fire, 
sword, pestilence, or famine, commit more feurful 
havoc than that which has silently and stealthily 
devastated a city, once so fair that it was styled by 
the Emperor Ilunpaioon, ¢ the abode of paradise.’ The 
wild luxuriance of vegetation, which characterizes 
Bengal, ‘has nearly choked up the magnificent remains 
of Gour : a beautiful lake, adorned with many islands, 
spread its crystal waters to the eastward of a strong 
fortress; but both the lake and the citadel have 
vanished, and the splendours of the city can only he 
estimated by a few majestic romains of mosques, 
towers, and gateways, which still exist to shew how 
deeply it was indebted to architectural taste and skill. 
The buildings of Gour were vory solidly constructed 
of brick and a stone which has been by many persons 
mistaken for marble, but which geologists prenounce 
to be hornblende; vast quantities of the materials 
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have been carried away and sold for building in the 
neighbouring towns and villages, but there are still 
large masses of strong masonry scattered over the 
surface of the ground, which have been so completely 
covered with brushwood, and so intermixed with the 
gigantic roots of trees, forcing themselves through the 
rifts made by time and the elements, as more to 
resemble huge mounds of earth than the remains of 
human habitations, 

The bricks with which Gour was built are remark- 
able for the solidity of their texture, the sharpness 
of their edges, and the smoothness of their surfaces,— 
characteristics which they have preserved through a 
series of ages, and which have rendered them a very 
marketable commodity. Many beautiful edifices have 
been destroyed without mercy, for the sake of the 
materials ; and it is only the most solid which have 
defied the ruthless assaults of the pick-axe and crow- 
bar. Here are also to be found great abundance of 
the coarse enamelling resembling Dutch tiles, which 
at one period was so commonly used in the ‘building 
of India. The painted Mosque, so called on account 
of its gay colours, is profusely decorated with this 
glazing, and the tomb of Hussein Shah is faced with 
bricks beautifully carved, and glazed in blue and white. 

The arch of the principal gateway, which in pie 
turesque beauty can scarcely be surpassed, is upwards 
of fifty feet in height; the wall is of correspondent 
thickness, and its massy strength promises to defy the 
vavages of time for centuries to come: it exhibits all 
the splendour of decoration common to the buildings 
of the Moslem conquerors in India, and perhaps no 
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scene in the world can be dignified with more solemn 
grandeur than that which is displayed in these 
noble remains, forming an entrance to the wildest 
and most desolate jungle imaginable, Amidst the 
veeds which encumber the soil, may ba secn the 
dwindled relics of fruits and flowers, now wild, which 
in other days adorned luxuriant gardens: the palm- 
tree still flomishes, but the coarser vegetation of all 
kinds is too redundant. The circulation of air is 
impeded? the weeds are perinitted to wither and 
decay upon the ground, and from these deposits, 
and from the swamps produced by neglected tanks, 
miasma is created, which threatens the visitor with 
disease and death. A few feeble attempts haye been 
made to bring land, which Nature has rendered 
exuberantly fertile, under cultivation ; but the patience 
of the supine Bengallee has been weariéd, The most 
effectual processes, those of cutting down the brush- 
wood and burning the weeds, have been neglected, 
and, content with’ a bare subsistence obtained amidst 
clouds of tormenting insects, the foulest air, and the 
most noxious vermin, the neighbouring population 
neglect the sources of wealth and comfort which lie 
so invitingly before them, The tanks, long noglectedl, 
and rendered pestilential by the impurities of their 
stagnant waters, swarm with alligators, and cannot 
be approached without denger, notwithstanding the 
pious exertions of resident faqueers, who employ 
themselves in tho unenviable task of taming these 
atupid and hideous moristers, 

The success attending efforts, which perhaps would 
have been more advantageous to the community at 
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large if directed to the destruction of these formidable 
reptiles, shews that there is no nature so wholly 
brutish and cruel as not to be susceptible of improve- 
ment, The alligators of Gour have learned to dia- 
tinguish the voice of kindness, and come readily to 
the call of those who have been at the pains of 
subduing their fierceness, taking a morsel of rice 
from the hands of their protectors, who, armed with 
the doctrine of fatalism, and totally indifferent to life, 
go fearlessly up to the very jaws which seem yawning 
for their destruction. In those parts of India most 
pregnant with distempers, and most dreadfully infested 
with savage animals, religious ascetics, both Maho- 
medan and Hindoo, are certain to be found. It is 
not easy to say whether these people are actuated 
by religious enthuslasm or wordly ambition ; as long 
as they exist‘they excite an extraordinary degree of 
veneration, which perchance may reconcile them to a 
life of the most horrible privation; but, as they very 
often establish themselves in remofe and almost inac- 
cessible places, they can have very little enjoyment 
of the reputation for which they must make such 
sacrifices. Remorse, or worldly disappointment, are 
among the causes which induce the’ religious ascetics 
of India to fly to the jungle, and associate with the 
wild beasts of the field; but with many it is merely 
a profession,—a mode of life to which they ave called 
by caste or clescent. No sooner has a fuqueer been 
deyoured by the tiger, or other dangerous companion, 
to whose tender mercies he has trusted, than a succes- 
sor is ready to take his place, willing to encounter 
the gatiie danger, and to perish by the same catas- 
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trophe: in fact, the people of India think it but 
proper that some kinds of deaths should be hereditary 
ina family ; those especially whose parents have been 
devoured by tigers, seek the same fortune, and few 
ave known to desert places which have been peculiarly 
fatal to their relatives. 

The extraordinary size and numbers of the alligators 
of Gour can be easily accounted for by the chrcum- 
stances which are so particularly favourable to the 
growth of all descriptions of reptiles, the hot damp 
nature of the atmosphere, and the sliminess of the 
soil, the corruption and fermentation of vegetable 
matter, the fat weed left to rot in its own cffluvia, 
and generating monsters ; but alligators are numerous 
where these canses do not exist: tanks, which have 
been long dry, are no sooner filled with water from 
the periodical rains, than they are discovered to he 
peopled with reptiles, of which no trace had heen 
previously seen, Persons unacquainted with the 
extraordinary pregocity of the reptile tribe, imagine 
that these creatures must have found their way from 
distant waters ; but they are in all probability hatched 
from eggs deposited in the neighbouring sand. The 
instant one of these amphibious monsters breaks its 
shell, it is perfectly competent to the eave of its 
own subsistence ; its first impulse is to seck for food, 
and if it escape the numerous gnemies watching an 
opportunity to make a meal, before it is strong enough 
to resist them, its growth is so rapid as almost to 
exceed belief, 

The boa-constrictor is an inhabitant of the wood- 
encumbered ruins of Gour, where it attains ten very 
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considerable size: one twenty-two feet long having 
been killed about the period of the visit made by 
My. Daniell, the artist, to whose pencil we are indebted 
for some striking delineations of this once celebrated 
place. Though still so close to the Ganges, few 
travellers have put themselves to the, inconvenience 
of going a little out of their way to inspect the relics 
of a city possessing so many claims to notice. Several 
straggling villages are to be found upon the site, 
and there would not be much difficulty in converting 
the remains of eight bazaars, which are well placed 
for the purpose, into a flourishing town. Should the 
spirit of improvement reach the wealthy povtion of 
the natives of India, they have a wide field before 
them ; and, even as a vision of fancy, it is pleasing 
to imagine the swamps and wildernesses of Bengal, 
where the serpent broods, the tiger couches, and 
the wild boar whets his horrid tusks, converted into a 
smiling plain, shaded by the mango and the tamarind. 
tree, and peopled with innocent and happy creatures, 

There are several buildings superior in beauty and 
elegance to anything of the kind to be found in the 
province of Bengal, which might still be preserved 
from farther decay. One of these, a minaret ninety 
feet in height and twenty-one feet in diameter at the 
base, is particularly striking, It is said to have been 
erected by Firoze Shah, one of the independent kings 
of Bengal, and as it stands in a part of the city 
which has been cleared of jungle, its beauties are 
not obscured by the too redundant growth of the 
forest, which has proved go irlimical to many of its 
“neighkours. A staircase in the interior leads to an 
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open cupola at the top, whenee a grand and extensive 
view may be obtained of the adjacent country. Several 
gateways vemain jn tolerable preservation, Tvees are 
springing from the Soonna Musjid, or golden mosque ; 
but its lower story is almost entire, and displays great 
architectural beauty both in the design and tho execn- 
tion of the ornaments. The Chola Soonna Musjid, or 
small golden mosque, has suffered even less from the 
yavages of time, and presents one of those splendid 
interiors in which a series of arches, succceding and 
crossing each other, delight the eye from every point 
of view by the play of light and shadow, and the 
richness and grandeur of the effect. Another mosque, 
not very materially injured by the numerous agencies 
which have been at work at Gour, has a great veputa- 
tion for sanctity ; it is named the Kadan Rasul, from 
a small stone deposited there bearing the impression 
of a human foot, believed by the pious to haye been 
made by Mahommed himself. This stone, according 
to tradition, was, brought from Medina many years 
ago. Surajah Dowlah, the Napoleon of his day, 
carried it off, but it was restored by Meer Jaffer. 
This mosque, in consequence of its containing 10 
precious a relic, and boasting the shring of a celebrated 
saint besides, is much visited by pilgrims, and there- 
fore has not been suffered to go to ruin like those 
which have only picturesque beauty to recommend 
them. One slone, amid the bridges erected over the 
drains and canals which intersected the roads, have 
been spared by people who estimated the value of’ 
these ruins by what they would bring at market. 
Europeans have been guilty of this babarity,,some of 
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the works at Fort William having been constructed 
of stone taken from the tombs of the sovereigns of 
Gour. The city being in the road to Chirra Poonjee, 
a sanitarium lately established on the Siccim hills, 
and much frequented in the hot weather by visitors 
from Calcutta, Anglo-Indians have an opportunity 
of making the only amends in their power for former 
outrages, by preserving all that now exists in this 
once celebrated place. ‘ 
As a city, Gour is perhaps past recall; we must 
be content to see the ploughshare driven over the 
halls of kings, and modern cottages constructed from 
the crumbling brickwork of ancient palaces; but 
there are other places which might still be snatched 
from impending destruction. Of these, Mandoo is 
one of the most interesting. Though, like Gour, 
vegetation has sprung up so thickly and strongly, 
as almost to overwhelm many of the buildings, the 
iuins of Mandoo have not so completely yielded to 
the evil influences to which they have becn exposed, 
and the situation is much finer and more striking. 
Originally Hindoo, the residence of the Dhar Rajas, 
it afterwards became subject to the Patan govern- 
ment, and upon its capture by Achar, who made 
himself master of all the Mahomedan states in his 
neighbourhood, it fell gradually inte decay, Mandoo 
is built upon a large tract of table-land, upon the 
summit of a mountain belonging to .the Vindhyan 
range, in the province of Malwa, and upon the 
occupation of this part of the country by the British, 
it was found to be a shelter for predatory tribes, 
the stweng-hold of Bheels, who, after robbing and 
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slaughtering in the plains, returned to this solitary fast- 
ness, which then effectually secured them {rom pursuit. 

Upon the occupation of Malwa and the neigh. 
bouring provinces by the British, the Bheels were 
deprived of this sanctuary ; but they have hitherto, 
at least the greater portion of them, continued to 
lead. the lawless life to which their forefathers were 
so strongly attached, and there appears to be more 
difficulty in spreading civilization amongst them than 
we have found with any other class or tribe of native 
Indians, Sir John Malcolm, who has left an enviable 
name behind him, wheresoever his duties led him 
to sojourn, was more successful than those who have 
succeeded him, (perhaps in consequence of having 
more power and better opportunities, ) in persuading 
these poor people to submit to the established autho« 
rities, Like My, Cleveland with the hill tribes of 
Bengal, he tried the power of kindness and confidence, 
placing trust in those, who, accustomed to he dis- 
trusted, felt anxious to maintain the new character 
with which they had been invested. But there still 
yemaing a great deal to be done throughout the vast 
tracts of country almost wholly inhabited by these 
people. Though not considered equal in intellectual 
development to the mountaineers of Europe, they 
share, with the highland freebooters of former days, 
the generosity and honour which seem common to 
the wildest tribes, 

It often happens that regular campaigns are made 
against the Bheels, when they appear in force, 
threatening their more peaceable neighbours with 
an onslaught. Upon these occasions, if tht’ young 
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officers who command the ontposts are fond of the 
glorious sports. of an Indian jungle, they do not 
scruple to throw themselves completely into the power 
of those against whom they have been sent in arn, 
and in no instance have they been known to suffer 
from their confidence, The Bheels are much delighted 
with skill in shooting; they are also great admirers 
of English fire-arms, shewing all the wonder and 
surprise at dopble-barrels and percussion-locks, which 
such miraculous inventions are calculated to’ inspire 
amongst a rude people; with them, the Freyschutz 
would be no fable, and they regard the possessors 
of such magical instruments with the highest degree 
of veneration, In the bosom of civilized society, the 
young European adventurers, who have joined the 
morning’s sport ad the evening bivouac with the 
Bheels, have recurred with the greatest delight to the 
period passed amongst a proscribed vace, who seem 
to share the curse of the descendants of Ishmmel, 
their hands being against every maw, and every man’s 
hand against them. Though the Bheels have been 
dispossessed of Mandoo, tigers are still there in great 
force, preferring thé halls and chambers of palaces, 
to dens and caverns in the neighbouring woods. 
Parties, who come over from Mhow to visit the still 
splendid remains af the city, are in some danger 
of encountering tigers in the streets, they being the 
sole inhabitants, with the exception of the usual com- 
plement of faqueers, who supply a meal to their four. 
footed companions, when other game is scarce, 

. Notwithstanding the frightful neglect and desola- 
tion Which have for so long a period characterized 
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Mandoo, a very large portion of its buildings are 
still in a tolerable state of preservation. It possesses 
some of the most beautiful specimens of Afghan archi- 
tecture to be found in Hindostan, and is célebrated 
for its reservoirs of water, and the subaqueous apart- 
ments around them, the luxurious retreats, during the 
hot winds, of the princes and potentates of this once 
populous dlistrict. The ship, or water-palace, as it is 
indiscriminately called, is one of the most remarkable of 
the relica of Mandoo ; it is built upon a point of land 
between two large tanks, or rather lakes, and js as 
much admired for the beauty and picturesqueness of 
ita architecture, as for the singularity of its situation, 
No one can look upon this delightful abode, without 
experiencing the most painful feeling of regret at 
the inevitable destruction to which it appears to be 
doomed, Not even in Gour, are the sensations pro. 
duced by the total abandonment of a once splendid 
city by its human inhabitants, of so melancholy a 
nature as those which are excited by the awful still- 
ness and utter solitude at Mandoo. 

While in the occupation of Malwa, Sir John Mal. 
colm took up his abode occasionally in this deserted 
city, and it sometimes attracts parties of visitors from 
the not very distant cantonments of Mhow ; but there 
seems to be vary little hope of its ever again becoming 
a busy haunt of men, The greator mumber of the 
buildings at this place are constructed of a fine red. 
stone, a favourite material throughout the Upper 
Provinces of Hindostan; but there is a beautifid 
mausoleum erected over the grave of Hussein Shah, 
entirely composed of white marble, brougl all the 
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way from the banks of the Nerbudda. Mandoo has 
been described by old writers as a city of vast extent, 
twenty-two miles in circumference, 'and enough is 
still in éxistence to satisfy the visitor of the truth of 
this statement, It is only accessible from the plain 
below at one point, where there is a broad causeway, 
and a passage guarded by three gateways, still in 
good preservation, which leads through the rock to 
the summit of the mountain on which the city stands. 
The whole of this mountain is richely clothed, with 
vegetation ; gigantic trees spring from the rifts, and 
the buildings above are embosomed in a mass of 
splendid foliage. The surrounding country is exceed~ 
ingly fruitful, and the plains are covered with a 
peculiar kind of grass, very finely scented, which 
gives out its perfume to the wandering breeze, and 
when pressed, yields an oil which has obtained a very 
high degree of celebrity on account of is medicinal 
qualities, At Calcutta, where there is some difficylty 
in getting it genuine, it sells at a high price, but at 
the places in which it is made it may be procured 
very cheaply: it is used in all rheumatic complaints 
with success, and both natives and Europeans hold 
it in great estimation. 

The geology of the neighbourhood of Mandoo is 
exceedingly interesting, and perhaps there are few 
places in India where naturalists would find their 
researches better rewarded, The whole of Malwa is 
remarkable for its botanical treasures, and the city 
of Mandoo is now one great menagerio, where the 
zoologist. may study habits of beasts, birds, and 
reptilesye with great ease. To the antiquary, also, 
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there would be infinite gratification in the inspection 
of the Afghan remains, which are of a snperior cha- 
yacter to those scattered over the other scencs of their 
conquests. These people are now little known out 
of Afghanistan, except in the character of tradors, in 
which capacity they travel through the greater part 
of India, frequently penetrating as far as Calcutta, 
where their huge forms and strange complexions, of 
that clear darkness which is so distinct from the 
copper, or rather bronze colour of the native Indians, 
contrast very strongly with the swarthy diminutive 
races of Bengal, The Afghans claim to be descen- 
dants of Saul, king of Isracl, and if features be any 
proof of Jewish origin, they have truth upon their 
side. Bishop Heber was struck by their resemblance 
to the pictures of the old Masters, and none who have 
ever seen the rabbis delineated by the painters of the 
Italian and Flemish schools, can {ail to acknowledge 
the’ great similarity between them and the persona 
who sometimes triverse vast distances in order to sell 
grapes, apples, dates, and pistachio-nuts in [indostan. 


Mawnnoo, notwithstanding its excecding beauty, and 
the romantic interest which clings around its moul- 
dering towers, is surpassed in both’ by that splendid 
city, which Sir John Mackintosh hs practically 
styled, ‘The Palmyra of the Deccan.” ‘Were it not 
for the absence of marble, Bejapore might vie with 
Delhi and Agra, and perhaps neither of these places 
can boast of buildings equal in magnificence to the 
tomb of Mahmood Shah, or the durga of Ibrahim. 
Padshah in the gardens of the Twelve Imaums?” After 
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the partition of Aurungzebe’s mighty empire, Beja- 
pore, which, during the short period of two hundred 
years, existed as an independent Mahomedan king- 
dom, governed by the princes of the Adil Shah 
dynasty, fell into the hands of the Mahvattas, and 
it is only very lately that it has been accessible to 
European visitants. 

Though not so totally abandoned as Mandoo, the 
city contains 2 very scanty population, composed 
chiefly of Mahomedan priests, and religious beggars, 
attached to the different mosques and durgas, the 
poorer classes of Mahrattas, and a few more orthodox 
Hindoos : the Iatter rejoice greatly in a small tank 
containing liquid of a milky hue, which they assert to 
be the true water of the Ganges, brought by a pious 
Brahmin to the city, and renewed in ail its sanctity 
by some miraculous process. The city consists of two 
parts, both surrounded by a wall, that comprizing the 
citadel, being much more strongly fortified than the 
remaining portion, At a little distance, it does not 
betray the ruin and desolation which lurk within ; 
cannon still bristle upon the bastions, and the immense 
assemblage of towers, domes, pinnacles, and spires, 
which shoot up into the sky, partially intermixed 
with tamarind and other trees, deceive the distant 
spectators, who cannot imagine that they are about to 
enter a vast wilderness, where the human habitations 
have crumbled into dust, leaving mosques and mauso- 
leums to tell the tale of former glory, Though the 
palaces, which once graced-Bejapore, could not have 
been inferior in splendour to any of the imperial 
residences still existing in India, they have suffered 
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to a far greater extent than the tombs and temples 
in their neighbourhood: many of the latter still 
being perfect, and promising to survive during many 
centuries, 

Notices of Bejapore are scattered throughout many 
publications, but a regular history, or a continuation 
of that given by Ferishta, is still wanting, and it fs 
scarcely possible to imagine any subject connected 
with Indian records which would be so interesting. 
After the first irruptions under Mahmood Ghiznt, 
into India, the whole country offered a field for 
Mahomedan adventurers, who required little more 
than an enterprizing spirit and military skill, to esta. 
blish their fortunes amid. the troubles attd distractions 
of the native powers. Yoosoof Adil Shah, the founder 
of Bejapore, is said to have been a son of the Turkish 
Emperor Bajazet, who, being saved in the general 
massacre of his brothers, by the substitution of a 
slave-boy, about his own age, was sent into a foreign 
country for safety, and when he attained to manhood, 
turning his steps to India, acquired some renown in - 
the wars of the Deccan. Upon the death of his 
patron, the Patan empire falling into pieces, Yoosoof 
was encouraged to found a new kingdom,-and to place 
himself at the head of it. He succeefed in his object, 
and notwithstanding the internal troubles and the 
foreign wars in which his successors were moro or 
less engaged, during the whole period of their dynasty, 
they have left works behind them which would seem 
to require a protracted interval of-the most profound 
peace, There is scarcely any city in India yhich - 
boasts of public erections of so much splendour and 
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utility as Bejapore; the aqueducts, which are still in 
existence, are of the most extensive and superb de- 
scription, and there are fountains, wells, tanks, and 
bowlees, all solidly constructed, either of stone, or 
finely tempered chunam, nearly innumerable. 

The sovereigns of Bejapore maintained a good 
understanding with the Moghul emperors until the 
reign of Aurungzebe, who, almost without a pretext, 
put an end to a kingdom which he might have-ren- 
dered tributary. It is said that his favourite daughter 
pointed out to him the probable effects of the narrow 
policy to which his selfish ambition would lead, but 
he paid no attention to her remonstrances, refusing 
to permit arly monarch, even professing the same 
creed, to exist within the wide circle of his dominions. 
In weakening the Mahomedan power by the deposi- 
tion of the sovereigns of the Deccan, Aurungzebe 
precipitated the fall of his successors, by giving advan- 
tages to the Mahrattas, who were beginning to shew 
manifestations of their rising greatness, which ought 
not to have passed unnoticed. Almost before Aurung- 
zebe was cold in his grave, they possessed themselves 
of the kingdom which he had so unjustifiably wrested 
from its founders, and a very short period of:time saw 
them masters of the territories which he had pur- 
chased at the expense of so many crimes. From the 
moment that Bejapore fell into the hands of the 
Mahrattas, its decay commenced ; nothing ever flou.« 
rished under the rule of a people equally destitute of 
public virtue, and of all relish for the refinements of 

eiviliged life. They plundered and massacred wherever 
they went, and groyelled in filth, in the mud huts 
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which they erected amid the smoking ruins of stately 
palaces. 

When the British officers who served in the wars 
of Deccan beheld Bejapore, which until that period 
had been rarely visited by Europeans, they were as- 
tonished by the splendour which greeted their eyes 
upon every side, Major Moor, in one of his early 
works, writes thna: “ We cannot but feel how inade- 
quate we are to describe the meanest of a thousand 
buildings in this wonderful city, and would be very 
glad to see a pen better skilled in these matters so 
worthily employed. Ours was but a transicnt view, 
and for our own part, totally unused to such sights, 
we were so lost in admiration as scarcely to believe 
what we saw to be realities.” 

The walls of the citadel and the principal buildings 
of the city are of hewn stone, which is susceptible of 
a yery high polish, some of the interiors shining with 
all the splendour of marble: the masonry also is well 
worthy of notice,s+many of the finest specimens of 
architecture being put together without the aid of 
cement, At the close of the campaigns under the 
Duke of Wellington, Bejapore was given up to the 
rajah of Satara, and since that period the progress of 
decay has been partially arrested. The revenues of 
some of the neighbouring villages have beon set apart 
for the maintenance of the attendants at the tombs and 
mosques, and though neglect is but too visible, the 
visitors ave not disgusted with the impurities which * 
so speedily collect where bats and birds are permitted 
to dwell unmolested. There would be little difficulty , 
in restoring the greater portion of the decaying“splen- 


. 


286 - GOUR, MANDOO, 


dours of Bejapore, although some of its finest edifices 
are past recall, 

The tomb of Mahmood Shah, from some defect in 
its construction, is reported to be in a very dangerous 
condition ; the foundation has sunk, and the walls in 
more than one place are split from top to bottom, 
This gigantic, but somewhat heavy pile, may vie 
with the finest cathedrals in Europe, both in size and 
gtandeut; the great “dome, called by the natives 
the burra Gumbooz, is larger than the cupola of St, 
Paul’s and only inferior in dimensions to that of St 
Peter’s at Rome, It is said that a silver shrine for. 
metly covered the remains of Mahmood Shah, which 
are deposited in an immense hall beneath the dome; 
but this became the spoil of the Mahrattas, and the 
sarcophagi of the king and his family are now only 
remarkable for a very ugly, though highly-esteemed, 
coating of holy earth, brought from Mecea, min- 
gled with sandalwood-dust, and formed into a coarse 
plaster, e 

The durga of Abou al Muzzuffer differs very widely 
in its style from that of Mahmood Shah, and though 
an immense pile, is distinguished for the lightness 
and elegance of its architecture. The interior is most 
exquisitely ornamented with enamelling of gold upon 
a blue and a black ground, the fatter being polished 
so highly as to look like glass. It is said that the 
whole of the Koran is contained in the embellishments 
of this splendid edifice, emblazoned in large characters 
intermixed with arabesques tastefully sculptured in 


. elegant combinations of fruit and flowers. Ibrahim 


Adil Shah, to Whose memory this superb mausoleum 
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is dedicated, was one of the most popular of the 
sovereigns of Bejapore. He has left a name behind 
him equally reverenced both by Moslem and Hindoo, 
and his shrine is visited by the worshippers of Brihm, 
as well as the disciples of the prophet, each regarding 
him as a saint to whom their devotions may be paid 
with advantage to themselves. The corrupted state 
of Mahomedanism in India is strongly exhibited at 
Bejapore, where the true believers, now few and of 
no weight in the community, are little better than 
idolators. 

There is a large piece of brass ordnance at Bejapore, 
-which is an object of veneration amongst all castes 
and sects, who pay to the unseen power lodged in this 
engine of destruction, homage almost ‘amounting to 
divine honours. Many fabulous legends are told by 
the natives about this gun, which is named Mulhi-i« 
Metdan, ‘sovereign of the plain,’ and which became 
the spoil of Ali Adil Shah, who took it in battle against 
the king of Ahmednuggur. The weight of the Mo- 
narch of the Plain is forty tons, and it is of correspon. 
dent dimensions, so large in fact, that it has never yet 
been charged with the quantity of powder which its 
chamber would contain, The metul of which it is 
composed is said to have a considerable portion of 
silver, and a smaller quantity of gold, mixed with 
the tin and copper forming its chief materials, When 
struck, it emits a clear, but somewhat awful sound, 
similar to that of an enormous bell, which is endurnble » 
only at a considerable distance. The mighty voice 
given forth by a touch, added to the terrible idea of 
havoc conveyed by this formidable piece of artillery, 
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doubtless has assisted in impressing the natives with 
a feeling of reverence towards a prodigy of strength 
and power, which they cannot imagine to have been 
wholly the work of man, They burn incénse before 
it, smear it over with cinnabar and oil, wreathe it 
with flowery garlands, and never approach it without 
joined hands and countenances expressive of the highest 
degree of reverence and devotion. 

There is a tradition current at Bejapore, respecting 
asister of the Mulh-i-Meidan, named Kurk 0-Burdgiee, 
‘thunder and lightning ;’ but no authentic account, 
has been preserved of it, and ite existence has been 
doubted. Yet, as the natives of India seem always to 
have been umhitious of possessing themselves of pieces 
of ordnance beyond the ordinary size,—the great gun 
at Agra being one of the best known spécimens,—we 
must not too hastily reject the tales told about the 
Kurk-o-Budglee, which is said to have been carried to 
Poonah, The Mulk-i-Meidam is sometimes fired, but 
upon very rare occasions. The rajah of Satara did 
Sir John Malcolm the’ honear of saluting him with 
the discharge of this celebrated gun, and the accounts 
of the effects it produced will probably prevent it 
from being again the cause of similar catastrophes: 
some of the old buildings came down ; others shook 
to their foundations, and several women were frightened 
to death by the horrors of the concussion, 

During the brief period of the Adil Shah dynasty, 
the Portuguese obtained a settlement at Goa. Unfor- 
tunately, their chronicles are of a very confused des- 
cription, and afford little information respecting the 
“events which were passing around them. We learn 
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nothing from their accounts of the beauty and magni- 
tude ofacity, which must, from ils very commencement, 
have been one of the most remarkable places in India. 
Tavernier, who was the earliest European traveller in 
the Deccan, either could.not have seen it, or must 
haye wilfully misrepresented a place, which he des- 
cribes as having nothing worthy of note, excepting 
the crocodiles inhabiting the surrounding ditch, Boja« 
pore is not now famous for its alligators ; their existence 
in the moat has been denied,*and this extraordinary 
city is still without an historian, there being scarcely 
even the most brief catalogue extant of the various 
objects calculated to attract the attention of the 
curious. : on 

The Turkish descent of Yoosif Adil Shah, his Persian 
comexions, and the foreigners from other countrics 
whom he invited to his court, and who were entertained 
by him and his successors with truly regal magnifi- 
cence, occasioned the ‘introduction of a greater variety 
in the styles of thé diffegent buildings of Bejapore, 
than is to ‘be found in any other city in India, A 
few pencils have been employed in delineating some 
of the most splendid ; but volumes would be required 
to give an adequate idea of the architectural beauties 
of this unaccountably neglected place. During the 
Jong period in which the continent was closed to 
adventurous footsteps, it seems wonderful that India 
should not ‘have been more attractive to’ porsons of 
truant disposition, The works of Daniell and of Salt 
were, or ought to have been, sufficient to shew that 
the plains of Hindostan possessed objects meriting ~ 
attention ; but they were suffered to pass unheeded, 
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and few seemed to think India worthy of a thought, 
until the publication of the journal of the late Bishop 
Heber afforded newer and juster ideas of a country 
replete with interest. 

Bejapore is celebrated for its tamarind-trees ; the 
groves which have arisen amidst the once populous 
streets and thoroughfares of this extensive capital, have 
not, ag at Gour and Mandoo, completely usurped the 
soil, or become the agent of desolation ; the growth 
of yegetation is slower in the arid plains of the Dec- 
can ; and the green canopy of the trees, and the cool 
shades beneath them, are particularly agreeable amidst 
the immense masses of buildings, The inhabited part 
of Bejapore kears a very small proportion to the space 
which is almost wholly deserted ; large tracts occur 
entirely covered with ruins, the remnants of dwelling- 
houses long laid prostrate on the earth, Emerging 
from these dreary-looking fragments, we come to 
some splendid building still entire, and while passing 
through immense quadrangles, witered by fountains 
and adorned with flowers, we can schrcely believe 
they are situated amid a wide waste of ruins. The 
fort is garrisoned by a few Mahratta soldiers, who 
keep the guns in tolerable order; and every season 
increases the number of visitants, attracted by the 
report of the architectural wonders of the place. 

There are several fine tanks and reservoirs of water 
kept in good preservation; one of these which bears 
the name of the Yaj Bowlee, is a splendid piece of 
workmanship, surrounded by a serai, for the accom~ 

* modgtion of travellers, and approached through a 
noble gateway. Very little of the ground which is 
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wmoccupied by buildings has been brought under 
cultivation, and the whole of the country around the 
city exhibits marks of neglect. The inhabitants, who 
are not numerous, ave perhaps too poor to repair the 
ravages of war, or they have not yet acquired confi- 
dence in the security of property. he noble ambition 
which would lead to the restoration of fading splen- 
dour, does not appear to belong to the native character, 
Though displaying a passion for the pomp of architec- 
ture, they have no pleasure in preserving the works 
of others from decay, Comparatively slight exertions 
would suffice to avert the fate which seems impending 
over Bejapore ; but, if Jeft to the public spirit of the 
ruling powers, we fear that there is littlg chance of its 
ever regaining any of the advantages it has Jost, and 
it is impossible not to regret that this beautiful city 
belonged to the ceded portion of the district. 

Religions mendicants abound in Bejapore; these 
are chiefly of the Mahomedan persuasion; although, 
besides the small pond, supposed to contain the holy 
water of the Ganges, there is a IIindoo temple, of such 
great antiquity, as to be said to be the work of the 
Pandogs, the architects to whom the cathedral-like 
excavations of Ellora are attributed. This temple is 
extremely low, the roof resting upon clusters of pillars 
formed of single atones, and apparently belonging to 
an age earlier, or at lenst ruder, than that which pro- 
duced the magnificent designs and rich sculptures of 
the cave-temples, 

Many of the faqueers before-mentioned subsist entirely 
upon casual charity, having nothing from the religious 
edifices which they have made their abode, &xcept- 
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ing the shelter of a roof; others receive a regular 
stipend from the Government, and it is to their zeal 
that the tombs and mosques are indebted for the 
cleanliness which a true believer is always desirous to 
maintain in every shrine, It is the custom in many 
Mahomedan temples in India, to make offerings of 
cloths for canopies and other things, which are either 
divided amongst the moollahs in attendance, ov sold 
for their benefit ; but Bejapore, though boasting many 
saints, attracts few pilgrims; while other durgas, 
greatly inferior in splendour, and not more celebrated 
for the ashes they contain, ate bountifully endowed by 
the contributions of the pious, The few rupees which 
Christians disburse amongst the persons in care of the 
numerous places of worship, form nearly the sole 
source of emolument of the priesthood at Bejapore, 
independent of the scanty sum already mentioned as 
being devoted to their maintenance. From these men 
very little information which can be depended upon is 
gained ; they launch out into wikd and improbable 
tales, entertaining enough in themselves, but disappoint- 
ing to persons really desirous tobecomeacquainted with 
facts relating to some of the nameless tombs and tem- 
ples prodigally scattered in every quarter of the city. 
The notion that vast treasures are concealed amidst 
the ruins, is very prevalent, and would be the making 
of the fortune of an adept of the Dousterswivel genus, 
Many persons have been known to speculate in the 
purchase of an old wall; but as yet the success of 
these experiments has not been made public, Even 
Runjeet Sing and the Begum Sumroo do not appear, 
clever ‘and well-informed as they both undoybtedly 
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are, to be aware of the superior security of a foreign 
bank to any subterranean place of deposit for their 
surplus wealth ; and as they are said to bury money 
every year, there can be little doubt that this favourite 
expedient was resorted to in former times all over 
India. 

Bejapore, in all probability, possesses concenled 
mines of gold and gems; but, without the aid of the 
diyining-rod, it would be very difficult to discoyer 
them. One small mausoleum, called the Mootce gil, 
is said to derive its name from an interior coating of 
chunam, formed of pounded pearls. A nobleman, 
who possessed a vast quantity of these valuable gems, 
excited the envy of the reigning prince, and was in 
danger of being arrested upon a charge of treason, 
the only pretext which could be devised to deprive 
him of the coveted treasures, Obtaining timely notice 

“of the plot, he explained the predicament in which he 
stood to the ladies of the zenana, who, determining to 
defeat the object tyhich the tyrant had in view, de- 
stroyed all the value of the prize, by reducing the 
pearls to powder. It was no longer considered worth 
while to pursue the owner of a heap of uscless dust, 
and the monarch spared himself a crime by which 
there was nothing to be gained; the pounded gems 
were, it is said, afterwards given to a religious person, 
who converted them inte chunam, and made it the 
decoration of a tomb, which assuredly appears to be 
stuccoed with some very precious material, 

Weeks, nay even months, might be spent in the 
examination of all the curious objects which Bejapore 
affords, and there could scarcely be a more interesting 
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task than that of filling up the meagre details with 
which alone we have hitherto been furnished, concern+ 
ing a city which has been so unaccountably cheated 
of its well-merited renown, 


CHAPTER XIII. 
ENVIRONS OF CALCUTTA, 


Bannackrorz, Srramrore, AND Dust Duats 

Ir has been the policy of the Indian Government to 
separate soldiers and citizens from each other; the 
forces, therefore, which ave considered necessary for 
the defence of Calcutta, are stationed, the infantry at 
the distance of sixtcen miles, and the artillery at eight, 
from the seat of Government. Fort William (astrong- 
hold to which the Governor-general inay retire in case 
of invasion from abroad or rebellion at home, and con- 
sidered by experienced engineers to be impregnable, 
which will contain provisions and stores to withstand 
a siege as long as that of Troy), in times of security, 
is garrisoned by a single King’s regiment, or a part of 
two at the most, the sepoy duties being performed by 
a detachment from Barrackpore, relieved at stated 
periods, while the guard employed in Calcutta is com~ 
posed of the city militia. 


Barrackronzis an irregularly-built station, situated 
on the left bank of the Hooghly. Many of the houses 
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are as splendid as the mansions of the neighbouring 
city; but the larger portion consist of bungalows 
considerably smaller than those of the Upper Provinces, 
but, generally speaking, more carefully finished, and 
built and fitted up in a superior style. A few look 
upon the river, but there is no broad esplanade, as 
upon the opposite bank, where Serampore’s proud 
palaces are mirrored on the glassy surface vf the 
stream. Those mansions, however, which do com- 
mand the fresh breezes from the water, are delightfully 
cool, and the yiews from the balconies are superb ; 
for it is scarcely possible to imagine any thing more 
grand and imposing, in an architectural display, than 
the splendid settlement of the Dancs uppn the Woogh- 
ly. The beauties of Barrackpore are of a different 
kind ; its buildings are embosomed in trees, and with 
the exception of the palace of tho Governor-general, 
which is 1aised in a commanding situation, only peep 
out between the branches of luxuriant groves, The 
couritry all round és wooded to excess, affording a most 
agreeable shade, and offering specimens of floral mag~ 
nificence not to be surpassed in any part of the world. 
The magnolia attains to a gigantic size, and fills the 
air with perfume from its silvery vases; other forest- 
trees bear blossoms of equal beauty; the richly- 
wreathed pink acacia, and numerous tribes, adorned 
with garlands of deep crimson and bright yellow, 
abound ; and although, with the exception of the 
park, which has been raised inta sweeping undulations 
by artificial means, the cantonments and their vicinity 
present a flat surfice, the combinations of wood, water, 
and green sward, in numberless vistas, noSks, and 
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small open spaces, yield scenes of tranquil beauty, 
which eyes, however cold, can scarcely contemplate 
unmoved, 

Though an authoritative mandate from the Court of 
Directors, dictated by unaffected alarm, put an effective 
stop to the completion of one of the Marquess of Wel- 
lesley’s most splendid projects, Barrackpore is still 
indebted to him for a park, which is justly considered 
one of the finest specimens of dressed and ornamented 
nature which taste has ever produced, Jnough has 
been done to the mansion to render it a very elegant 
and commodious residence, and the gardens attached 
to it are unrivalled both in beauty and stateliness, com- 
bining the grandeur of Asiatic proportions with the 
picturesqueness of European design. The gravelled 
avenues are wide enough to allow wheel-carriages to 
pass, and these ample paths wind through broad par- 
terres, and shrubberies of the most brilliant flowers, 
sometimes skirting along high walls of creeping plants 
trained against lofty trees, at others.qverlooking large 
tanks so completely covered with the pink blossoms of 
the lotus, as to conceal the element in which this 
splendid aquatic plant delights. A large stud of ele- 
phants is kept at Barrackpore, and these noble animals, 
decorated with flowing jhools of scarlet cloth, edged 
with gold, and bearing fair freights of ladies belonging 
to the vice-regul court, may be seen pacing along the 
flowery labyrinths, to European eyes strange guests in 
4 private garden, These blooming plantations afford 
excellent parrot-shooting, a sport to which some of the 
great men of the presidency are said to be much 
addictéd, but which it grieves persons possessed of the 
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slightest degree of sentiment fo sce carried on in the 
secluded haunts of a pleasure-ground, and against 
those bright-winged visitants, whose gem-like plumage 
adds so much of ornament to the scene,” 

The park has been laid ont and planted with great 
care and taste; it affords specimens of trees which are 
not to be found congregated together in any other part 
of India: some of these exotics are particularly dis- - 
tinguished for their size and beauty, and are objects 
of great interest to all the visitors, The elevated par- 
tions of Barrackpore Park command extensive views 
of the superb sweeps of the river, with their enchant- 
ing varieties of scenery, their rich woods and noble 
residences, the broad ghaut intervening, and occa- 
sionally a tower-encircled dome or light minar, rising 
from the umbrageous groves, 

Barrackpore, as it may be easily imagined, isa great 
yesort for all classes of persons from Calentta; it is 
not yet furnished with an hotel or a boarding-house of 
any kind for the reception of strangers, who must be 
hilletted by letters of introduction upon private fami- 
lies. Doubtless, this desideratum, if it be one, will 
be soon supplied, as in the influx of Europeans which 
the new order of things will bring to India, private 
hospitality must be speedily worn out, ‘The distance 
from Calentta is sixteen miles, and itis approached on 
the land side by one of" the finest roads in the world, 


* There are several yarleties of the paroquet tribe in Bengal, 
some of them the loveliest little creatures imughnadle, with pur- 
ple heads covered with hloom like a freshly-rlpened phim ; others 
ring-necked, with slender elegant bodies, mitl exceedingly long 
tails, 
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very broad, kept in excellent repair, and shaded, to 
the great delight and comfort of the various traversers, 
by an avenue of trees, The traffic is of course very 
considerable, the tide interfering with the water-car- 
riage; coolies and hurkaras of every description are 
journeying to and fro at all hours of the day. 
Notwithstanding the shelter afforded by the leafy 
canopy above, Europeans do not often venture to brave 
the noon-tide heat, except in the mildest season of the 
year, their progress being chiefly performed in the 
morning or evening. Half-way, at a place which bears 
the name of Cox's Bungalow, relays of horses, for 
those who travel in wheel-carriages, are stationed ; the 
customary number of bearers will, however, convey 
a palanquin the whole distance; and in the days of 
velocipedes, young men, easily incited to deeds of 
enterprise, have been known to go up in the morning 
and return at night, with no assistance save that 
afforded by their wooderl chargers: a feat which the 
climate of Bengal renders worthy of record, for even 
in the cold weather violent exercise of any kind is 
attended with some danger. ‘The journey to Barrack- 
pore must be enchanting to those who delight in forest- 
scenery ; the hand of man is apparent in the smooth, 
finely-levelled road, which offers itself to the traveller ; 
but a dense jungle appears to close it in,on either side, 
Native huts, of the wildest and simplest construction, 
meet the eye in the most picturesque situations, many 
with scarcely any roof excepting that affoided by the 
overhanging branches of trees, which nover Jose their 
leafy mantles, yet not destitute of an air of comfort ; 
the floors, of coarse but well-tempered chunam, being 
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scrupulously clean, and the jars and other domestic 
utensils neatly arranged and kept in order, Monkeys 
may be detected, disporting amidst blossoming boughs ; 
the jackal glides through the covert, and the woods 
echo with the sullen notes of lonely birds. The dense- 
ness of the population, and the vast numbers of 
natives, who go on their way rejoicing in the shade, 
which tends so much to lighten their toils, prevent all 
idea of solitude, though the prospects are so truly and 
exclusively sylvan, that it is not until the suburbs of 
Calcutta are approached, that the traveller can imagine 
himself in the close vicinity of the capital of Bengal. 
Beyond these suburbs, there is nothing of the stir and 
tumult usually to be seen in the ontskirts of a large 
city ; few private conveyances of any" kind, and no 
public Anglo-Indian vehicle: an omnibus was at- 
tempted, but did not succeed. At the time of its 
starting, there were too many prejudices to contend 
against ; few would condescend to enter it except by 
way of frolic, and it was soon laid up in ordinary in 
the builder’s‘yard? The time is perhaps not far distant 
when the echoes of the Barrackpore woods may be 
startled by the thumping of a steam-engine, and the 
passengers learn to encounter the heat of a furnace 
added to that which they now find so difficult to 
endure, 
This fine voad is preferred, by the visitors to Seram= 
pore, to the’ less direct communication on the other 
- side of tho river, though it involves the necessity of’ 
crossing the Ilooghly in a boat, ‘The beauty of the 
latter-named place, its delightful situation, the easy 
distance from Calcutta, and the comparative cheapness 
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of its bazaars, would yender it a very desirable retreat 
for the families of many persons engaged in mercantile 
business at the presidency, were it not for the cireum- 
stance of its being a sanctuary against the merciless 
hostilities of Calcutta creditors, Under the'control of 
4 Danish governor, and protected by its own peculiar 
laws, it offers an asylum for persecuted debtors, and 
3s, in fact, a sort of Alsatia, where those who dread the 
horrors of a writ betake themselves until they can 
arrange their affuirs. A residence at Serampore, there- 
fore, is productive of a very unpleasant imputation, 
and few voluntarily encounter the stigma attached to 
it, This small and beautiful settlement forms also the 
Gretna Green of Bengal, at which parties may not 
only contract ‘@ clandestine marriage, but, when tired 
of the connexion, divorce each other with very little 
trouble and expense, Privileges so tempting, to the 
credit of the neighbouring community, are not often 
taken advantage of, and the place is happily more ce- 
lebrated for its missionary college and press than for 
the labours of these who supply thd places of proctors 
and other functionaries connected with ecclesiastical 
courts, 


Szramrors is, without exception, the best-built and 
best-kept European settlement in India. In addition 
to its superb esplanade, which stretches along the 
river’s bank, it is composer of several regular streets, 
presenting a succession of handsome houses, incloged 
in spacious gardens and interspersed with fine trees : 
the whole is kept scrupulously clean by the daily task- 
work ef the convicts, who carefully weed the roads, 
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and remove every unsightly object. ‘The society at 
Serampore is very limited; the appointments of the 
Governor are by no means splendid ; he lives ina style 
of great simplicity, without affecting any state, ap- 
pearing in public in a handsome but plain equipage, 
generally a palanquin, attended by a few ehobdars, who 
brandish their silver maces and make as much noise as 
they can to arouse the world with the intelligence that 
the burra sahib is passing by: q mode of procedure 
which the natives think necessary to establish their own 
importance as well as that of their master, Besides 
the Governor, there are not many official situations of 
consequence ; @ small number of merchants, and the 
families of gentlemen attached to the missionary col- 
lege, comprise the principal residents} the rest are 
made up of people of very dubious rank, and stran- 
gers, whose claims to respectability are, from the 
occasion of their sojourn, of course rather doubtful, 
The religious creed of many of the settled inhabitants 
indispose them to gaiety of any kind, and the Danish 
residents seem to cultivate retired and domestic habits ; 
there is consequently less visiting, party-giving, or 
festivities of any description, going on at Serampore 
than in any other place in India under European sway, 

Notwithstanding these circumstances, Serampore 
must certainly be styled a cheerful town, aud it is iu 
many respetts preferable to its nulitury neighbour, 
The esplanade, after sunset, usually exhibits a very 
gay acene; it is the only place in Bengal in which 
enstom sanctions a promenade: the whole of the Ex- 
yopean population is pouved forth, some in carriages, 
but the majority on foot, to enjoy the refreshing gales 
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from the water, and the beauties of the surroynding 
prospect. ‘These frequently attract large parties from 
the opposite cantonments; groups of well-dressed 
ladies, many without bonnets, which are not deemed 
necessary appendages in the hot seasons, ave seen sur- 
rounding the on-jaun which conveys some less robust 
friend, Gentlemen are, of course, in full attendance ; 
and cadets especially, rejoice in their freedom from 
military restraint, and in the indulgence of pedestrian 
exercise, which is deemed infra dig at the presidency. 
The tide also brings numerous visitors from Calcutta, 
particularly the officers of trading vessels, anxious to 
penetrate into the interior, and to travel, as they term 
it, up the country. 

There would be some difficulty in imagining a more 
beautiful scene than that which evening presents at 
Serampore. ‘The breadth of the river, its superb 
sweeps, the woody promontories which jut into it, 
diversified by picturesque buildings; the varied rich- 
ness of the foliage; the myriads of fire-flies, and the 
silvery brightness of the waters"retaining thé lust 
crimson flush of sun-set, until night comes to pave the 
shining surface with stars, form altogether so enchant. 
ing a combination, that faney delights to recal the 
landscape in all its original splendour, 

Barrackpore, as a military station, “is in bad odour 
with the officers of the Bengal army ; very few appear 
to appreciate the adyantages of being so near to the 
festal scenes of Calcutta; the climate of the Upper 
Provinces is esteemed of superior salubrity, and the 
very name of /ajf-datta is suflicient to rendey it hateful, 
Exclusive of the temptations to expense which a large 
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society must always hold forth, the actual rate of living 
at Barrackpore, even with the diminution of the batta, 
cannot possibly be higher than that of more rerhote 
stations, where European commodities are double and 
sometimes treble in price. The conveniences of life 
are infinitely more abundant, and its pleasures ineal- 
culably greater ; nevertheless, it has an ill repute, and, 
by a happy adaptation of taste to the scenes selected for 
the most permanent abode of the Company’s military 
servants, the Mofussil is gencrally preferred to the 
neighbourhood of the metropolis, 

The society of Barrackpore is too large to admit of 
that close and constant intercourse, which is carried on 
at less populous stations, where the domestication of 
persons must be pleasant or the reverse, according «s 
their tastes and habits ave suited (o those of each other ; 
but it offers the great advantage of a choice of acquaint. 
ance ; news, fashions, and the latest publications from 
England, France, and America, are easily attainable ; 
the balls and parties of Calcutta ave within reach ; and 
all the enjoyments derivable from the beauties of cul- 
tivated nature are afforded in the lovely landscapes 
which appear on every side. 

The garrison at Barrackpore consists of several re- 
giments of sepoys, under the command of a major- 
general ; the staff is exceedingly numerous, embracing 
appointments peculiar to the station, ‘hore are 
besides a considerable number of private residents, 
the families of retired officers, and widows who, pos~ 
sessing large connexions in India, prefer it as a resi- 
dence to the parent state ; many of these persons enjoy 
considerable wealth, and live in a style of approprinte 
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splendour. Nevertheless, the society is subjected to 
great vicissitudes, and its gaiety cannot be depended 
upon for more than the passing seagon, The caprice 
of some, the unsocial disposition of others, or the 
stoppage of a house of agency, will put an end for a 
time to all festivities; and the extreme of dulneas pre- 
vails until a change in the regiments, or some other 
equally favourable circumstances, occur to give a fresh 
impetus to the flagging spirits of the community. 
The presence of the Governor-general ig not always 
productive of the gaiety which is generally expected 
to be the accompaniment of a vice-regal court. 
Barrackpore is frequently resorted to by the chief 
person in the state, as a retreat from the toils of bust- 
ness, and the Scarcely less fatiguing duties entailed upon 
him at public entertainments, Few balls ov fétes of 
any kind ave given at the Park, possibly to avoid the 
offence which the exclusion of visitors from Calcutta 
might give, and the great inconvenience resulting 
from their attendance. The last affair of the kind 
proved a complete failure, in conadquence of an unex- 
pected gale from the south-west; a contingency from 
which Bengal only for the short period of the cold 
season is altogether free, A vety large proportion of 
the guests determined to go up by water, anticipating 
a delightful excursion by star-light ; but the horrors 
of the storm burst upon them ere they could reach 
their destination; the Hooghly van mountains high, 
washing over the decks of the frail little summer« 
vessels, and driying many on shore, to the consterna- 
tion of the passengers and the utter ruin of their 
ball-duesses. The travellers by land were not better 
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off; the horses took fright at the lightning; the road 
wag rendered impassable by trees torn up by the roots ; 
ladies, terrified out of their senses, made an attempt 
to walk, and the party, when collected at last, pre- 
sented a most lugubrious spectacle, a concourse of 
wet, weary, miserable gnests, eagerly impatient to 
yeturn to thelr homes, yet compelled to await more 
favourable weather. 

The society at Barrackpore is sufficiently extensive 
not only to admit of selection, but also to allow its 
leaders the indulgence of thé exclusiveness so much 
the fashion at home, Persons who consider themselves 
eligible are sometimes left out of the invitations to the 
station-balls, and parties more strictly priyate are seru- 
pulously composed of familics of a certain rank, a 
distinction unknown in the Mofussil, and which is very 
grievous to bear; at least, such are the complaints 
alleged against Barrackpore by discontented indivi- 
duals ;. but these statements must be taken with some 
grains of allowanoy the extent of the evil depending 
entirely upon the temper of those persons who hold 
the highest offices, and who remain too short a time 
stationary to give a permanent tone to society. 

Cadets, formerly, on their arrival at Calcutta, were 
permitted to travel alone, or in company with one or 
two other lads, as raw and as ignorant ag themselves, 
to the places of their destination ; but this is no longer 
the case, Inexperienced boys, ripe and ready for all 
sorts of mischief, were found to be woeful mismanngers 
of their own concerns, and to be too ready to trespass 
on the rights and privileges of the natives ; they rarely 
penetrated far into the interior without getting into 


306 BNVIRONS OF CALCUTTA. 


some scrape, the least of their exploits being the 
squandering of all their money at the first halt upon 
the road, with the consequence of depending upon 
their skill in foraging for the remainder of the journey. 
Cheated by dishonest natives, they were apt to take 
yxevengé upon those who were so unfortunate as to fall 
into their clutches ; and considering all the surrounding 
temptations, it is only wonderful that so few outrages 
were committed by the wild youth let loose in a foreign 
country, and inflated with the idea of their own im- 
portance. Many amusing narratives may be gathered 
from the sober lips of veterans, pleased to recal the 
sports and frolics of their boyish days; but tragic in- 
cidents sometimes occurred, and it was at length found 
expedient to appoint cadets, posted to regiments sta~ 
tioned at distant places, to do duty at Barrackpore 
until they could be sent up the river in a fleet under 
the cave of an experienced officer. Here they ave 
taught their first military lessons, and as the duties are 
performed under.the eye of a majrr-general, they are 
usually glad to escape to some station where they hope 
to enjoy a greater degree of liberty, since, however 
exciting the perils and fatigues encountered in a hot 
campaign, there is apparently nothing more irksome 
to a soldier, nothing that is found to be go fertile a 
subject of complaint, as the necessity of attending 
drill, of appearing on parade, of mounting guard, and 
of dressing according to regulation. This last appears 
to be the greatest grievance of all, A. soldier, even in 
uniform, seems to take a pleasure in making himself 
look as unmilitary as possible, and his chief care 
appears to be to evade or defy the orders issued 
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respecting the precise quantity of accoutrentents to be 
worn, and the manner of wearing them. Drall exhi- 
bitions are sometimes made by the cadets of Barrack- 
pore, who, ere the first gloss has faded from. the 
uniforms which were the objects of their school-day 
ambition, ape the toil-worn soldier, and grumble over 
the annoyance of “ being in harness.” 

The regulations in force respecting the Indian army 
aye framed, however, with the greatest attention to 
the comfort of both privates and officers, During the 
hot weather, the uniform is composed of white calico 
decorated with the regimental button, and officers 
upon duty are only required to wear a jacket, which 
ia termed a raggee, and which may be*made of the 
thinnest scarlet or blue cashmere, China crape, or 
China silk ; frock conts ave often manufactured of 
the latter material, and worn in undress, while young 
civilians, who, though under no such restrictions, 
are not fond of exhibiting themselves in the guise 
of a barber or a? cook, appear in swallow-tailed 
coats of China erape, which, when well-made, are 
often mistaken for cloth, At set dinners, where to 
arrive in dishabille might be considered as an affront, 
the male guests, if not provided with silk attire, usually 
direct their benvers (Anglice, valots) to take a white 
jacket to the entertainer’s house, in tho hope that 
they may be invited to substitute it for a more cum- 
brous garment ; and at Calcutta and Barrackpore, 
where strangers may, not be aware that this option 
will be given them, the master of the mansion usually 
issues out a number of'jackets from his own waydrobo, 
which he offers to the new arrivals, and the ante. 
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chambers are straightway converted into dressing 
rooms. It is only at grand parties, and under the 
surveillance of general officers, that the military guests 
are compelled to endure the horrors of warm clothing ; 
but there are some commandants who are themselves 
such dried-up and withered anatomies, that they have 
no compassion for the more corpulent portion of their 
species, and compel those who have the misfortune to 
be placed under their control, to submit to a process 
to which the sufferings of a Newmarket jockey in 
training are nothing. ‘The exceeding ugliness of the 
“dress adopted by the most refined nations of Europe 
is in no place more apparent than in India, where 
it is contrasted with, the flowing garments ‘of the 
natives, and where aksolute necessity obliges the 
wearers to have it fabricated from the same mate~ 
vials which compose the wide trowsera and graceful 
vests of their attendants. The round sailor's jacket 
and tight trowsers, brought by the early factors from 
their ships, have obtained to thi¢ day in India, and 
while less elegant native customs have found universal 
favour in European eyes, the greatest possible distinc. 
tion in dress has been thought necessary. Without 
pretending to discuss the wisdom of this policy, it may 
be said that the effect is absolutely shocking to persons 
of any taste, At Caleutta and Barrackpore, the bav- 
barisms in dress are the most striking, for custom 
renders them familiay, and by the time that the tra- 
yellers have reached the Upper Provinces, they have 
become habituated, if not reconciled, to the sight of 
gentlemen clothed from head to foot in ill-shaped 
garments of white cotton, in which the greatest dandy 
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can only distinguish himself by the quantity of the 
stareh, 

The cemetery at Barrackpore is better kept than 
most places of a similar kind in India, It stands in 
a cheerful situation, not far from the park, and quite 
close to a handsome residence belonging to an officer 
on the staff, whose lovely and healthy family, while 
the writer partook of the ready hospitalitics of his 
mansion, afforded a pleasing contradiction to the tale 
told by the too numerous graves and monuments, 
But the climate of Barrackpor® must not be estimated 
* by the number of deaths which take place in it, since 
persons in ill-health, from the Upper Provinces, fire- 
quently breathe their last at this place, uon the eve of 
their embarkation for Europe, and new arrivals from 
colder countries fall victims to imprudences, which 
cannot be committed with impunity in any part. f India. 

’ 

Dust Duar, the cantonment selected for ty head- 
quarters of the Bengal artillery, does not owe so 
much to nature as its neighbouring military station. 
The lines occupy an extensive plain, unmarked by 
any feature worthy of peculiar notice, the little beauty 
it possesses being entirely the work of art. Handsome 
houses are scattered irregularly about, with pleasure- 
grounds around them, which are generally planted 
with cave and taste, The moss-room and its aceom- 
paniments form avery superb building, allording suites 
of apartments upon a far more magnificent seale than 
those helonging to any European barrack. The splen- 
dour of Woolwich fades before the grandeur of Dum 
Dum; but the balls, which are given in tho” Jatter 
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place every month, are not kept up with the same 
degree of spirit which characterises the parties at 
Woolwich, and, even when the dulness which fre- 
quently pervades Calcutta might be supposed to render 
them of great importance, are very ill-attended by 
visitors from the presidency, Thirty of forty ladies, 
occupying the top of an immense apartment, sur- 
rounded by all the beaux who have any hope of being 
noticed by them, afford a tantalising spectacle to 
crowds of young men, taking up their modest stations 
at a distance, and looking at the dance without daring 
to indulge the slightest expectation of having an 
opportunity of joining in it, The ladies, not suffered 
to repose during a single quadrille, may well envy 
the most forlom coteries of neglected damsels in 
England, condemned to patience and a bench without 
a chance of being invited to quit their seats, for the 
duties imposed upon them are of a very arduous 
nature, and to refuse to dance at all, according to 
the custom of male exquisites at pome, too much in 
request, would give such deep offence, that few 
parents or guardians allow their fair charges to incur 
the odium. 

The society at Dum Dum has not yet recovered 
from the paralyzing effect produced by the diminution 
of the datta, In the first alarm and terror, lest pay 
and allowances of every kind should sustain similar 
clipping and curtailing, many amusements and indul- 
geuces were relinquished ; and now that the panic 
has subsided, some from motives of economy, and 
. others from the apprehension that too great a display 
of suptrfluous cash go near the seat of Government, 
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might sanction a farther reduction, haye wholly 
withdrawn their support from the theatre and other 
public amusements of the place, In former times, 
the dramatic performances at Dum Dam almost rival- 
led those of Chowringee. It was not unusual to find 
an actor of considerable merit, and one who had become 
thoroughly acquainted with stage-business on the 
boards of a minor theatre in London, amongst the 
recruits enlisted for the artillery ; such experience is 
frequently more valuable than talent in the raw 
material, for amateurs require"a good deal of dvilling 
before they can be brought to attend to the minutic, 
of such great importance to the effect of a play. 
Dum Dum, in its best days, has boasted porformers 
sufficiently attractive to bring an andience from Cul- 
cutta; but it has shared in the general depression of 
theatrical property ; few stars illumine its declining 
glories, and the once-crowded purterre exhibits a 
beggarly account of empty benches. Occasionally 
an attempt is mada to revive the good old times; 
but they have all failed, and were it not for the per- 
severing efforts of a few stage-struck heroes, who are 
content to pei form to thin houses, rather than not at 
all, lamps would no longer twinklo on the degenerate 
boards of the Dum Dum theatre. Its external ap- 
pearance is not very prepossessing ; but in that vespegt 
it is not much-worse than its proud neighbour in 
Chowringee, which boasts little outward architectural, 
display, though the interior is both jiandsome and 
commodious. 

While upon the subject of theatricals, in and near 
the Presidency, an exhibition more strange than wmus~ 
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ing should not pass unnoticed; the performance, or 
tather the attempted performance, of English plays 
by Hindoo youths; an undertaking which, as it 
may readily be supposed, was not crowned with 
much success, This inauspicious beginning, how- 
ever, may lead to better things; native aspirants for 
the honours of the sock and buskin, may perceive 
the propriety of confining themselves to the represen- 
tation of dramas to which their complexion would be 
appropriate; and when the catalogue of European 
plays is exhausted, and” the Aurungzebes and Tamer- 
Janes have run themselves out of favour, authors 
may start up amidst the corps, and employ their 
pens in illustrating the public and domestic occur- 
rences of their country, in tragedy, comedy, opera, 
and farce. Though the esecution might not be first- 
rate, such productions could not fail to be extremely 
curious and interesting ; they would lead to a better 
acquaintance with the manners and customs of the 
people of Hindostan, and prevent such monstrous 
exhibitions as are presented to this enlightened age, 
in dramas resembling those styled “The Cataracts of 
the Ganges,” “The Lions of Mysore,” &c. 

A fair proportion of the beauty and fashion of Cal- 
cutta is sometimes to be seen at the grand reviews 
and field-days of the artillery at Dum Dum; but 
these splendid military spectacles do not attract so 
large a concourse of gazers as might be expected, 
Anglo-Indians gre not to be stimulated to exertion by 
any ordinary degree of excitement ; they speedily lose 
that passion for sight-seeing, which at home induces 
“prowds of people to brave dust, fatigue, hunger, and 
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lowering clouds; they will not put themselves out 
of their way except upon very great occasions, and 
never voluntarily encounter a tenth part of the risk 
dared by the fashionable world in England at achery- 
meetings, horticultural-breakfasts, races, and reviews, 
where perils by land or by water, upsets in crowded 
yoads, deluges in open carriages, with the impos- 
sibility of getting anything to eat at inns full te 
suffocation, present a catalogue of evils sufficient to 
detain every person possessed of common prudence at 
home. ‘The settled state of the weather, in the cold 
season in India, must remove all apprehensions’ from 
those skyey influences, which have such a fatal effect 
upon out-of-door amusements in Englayd; but ships 
ave Jaunched, and military manceuvres practised, 
without attracting many spectators, 

Dum Dum possesses a good station-library, which 
is amply furnished with new publications as they 
come out from England. here are few places in 
India where young officers have the advantage of so 
many opportunities of improving their minds, and 
of fitting themselves for their profession ; its vicinity 
to Calcutta enables them to procure books and instruc 
tion upon scientific subjects difficult of attainment in 
move remote cantonments ; cnough of mental relaxa« 
tion may be found in the society, which is large and 
cheerful, without being dissipated ; and temptations 
to idleness ave not so great as at Bavrackpore, the 
grand thoroughfare to the Upper Provinces, and a 
place which no stranger landing at Calcutta omits 
to visit, ; 

Dum Dum is much less frequented, the scenery 
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possessing little attraction ; there are, however, some 
mansions in the neighbourhood, belonging to rich 
natives, which ave objects of great interest and curiosity 
to Europeans. One of these inhabited by a vajah, is 
distinguished for its menagerie, the only one of the 
kind now existing in Bengal, that at Barackpore Park 
being dismantled, The collection has been greatly 

“enriched by the donations of the present Governor- 
general, who presented the animals, which formerly 
inhabited the cages in the Park, to a gentleman less 
alarmed by the expense’of their maintenance. The 
specimens of the wild tribes of Bengal exhibited in 
this zoological garden are superb; but the collection 
is, of course, deficient in the less known natives of the 
upper and hilly districts of India, the forest denizens 
of Nipal, which will not live in the hot season in the 
plains, and for which it would be so desirable to have 
a depét near the coast, whence they might be shipped 
at the end of the cold weather for England. Doubt. 
less some arrangement of this natyre will take place 
in the course of a few years, and the visitors of Kuro» 
pean menageries will be delighted with the sight of 
animals which they have hitherto only known from the 
descriptions of travellers, 

A garden-house, about four miles from Dum Dum, on 
the road ta Calcutta, the occasional residence of Dwark- 
nauth Tagore, a rich and highly intelligent native 
gentleman, possesses many attractions to Europeans, 
who gladly avail themselves of the hospitalities of the 
courteous owner, Dwarknauth Tagore converses 

: fluently in English with, his guests, whom he receives 
entirely after the European fashion, permitting (al- 
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thongh a Hindoo) fowls and butcher's meat, with the 
exception of beef, to appear at his well-covered table, 
at which he occupies a seat, challenging the company, 
the ladies especially, to take wine, but refraining from 
the more solid food which ig placed before him. The 
house is a beautiful and commodious structure, fur- 
nished in the best taste, and strictly in accordance with 
our ideas of Asiatic luxury, though differing widely 
from the real state of things in native houses ; sofas, 
stoals, and ottomans abound ; some of the rooms are 
hung with fine engravings, and others are decorated 
with the best specimens of original paintings which 
Calcutta can afford ; several excellent portraits, from 
the pencil of Mr. George Beechey, and some clever 
productions from other European artists who have 
bent their steps to India. he tables ave covered with 
books of prints, and portfolios of the most splendid 
description ; in short, it is a most delightful retreat, 
the gardens and pleasure-grounds being laid out in a 
style correspondent? with the interior. The entertain- 
ments given by Dwarknauth Tagore, at this charming 
mansion are very frequent, and he delights in obliging 
his friends by lending it for the wedding abode of 
brides and bridegraoms, who, in India, ave rarely 80 
fortunate as to be enabled to follow the English fashion 
of making an excursion during the honcy-:noon, on 
account of the scarcity of hotels and country-houses 
at their disposal. Ishava, Barrackpore, Dum Dim, 
and Garden Reach, afford asylums for newly-married 
couples who are blessed with accommodating friends 
ready to vacate and lend their houses for the ocgasion ; 
but these lucky individuals bear no proportion to the 
P2 
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numbers who, after the celebration of thelr nuptials 
in the cathedral, are compelled to retire quietly, and 
without the slightest éclé?, to their own homes, and ta 
fall in at once to the domestic routine, for which it is 
considered more advisable to have some preparation. 
No place in the neighbourhood of Calcutta can be 
better suited for the scene of bridal happiness than 
the delightful country mansion of Dwarknauth Tagore, 
Here ave charming gardens to walk in, secluded rides 
and drives for evening exercise, and books and pic- 
tures to supply subjects for conversation, when those 
sweet topics are exhausted which, only in the days 
of courtship, are believed to afford neyer-ending 
resources, 4 


CHAPTER XIV, 


MADRAS, SERINGAPATAM, AND BANGALORE, 
« 

Tuar the native armies of Madras and Bombay are 
equal in the field, in strength, vigour, and good con- 
duct, to that of Bengal, there is no doubt ; officers of 
the King’s service, who, at different periods, have 
commanded in the three presidencies, have given the 
most honourable testimony to the merits of all, But 
the Bengal sepoy has the advantage of a finer person 
and a more military air; perhaps, however, it would 
be more correct to say, the sepoys of the Bengal army, 
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since the province which gives its name to the pres!- 
dency does not furnish the soldiers, who are principally 
composed of high-caste men from the Upper Provinces, 
Rajpoots, Patans, and Moghuls of good family. 

The lounging, dishevelled habits, produced by the 
climate, have assuredly a. deteriorating effect upon the 
style and bearing of European officers in the Company's 
service. These gentlemen have certainly nothing of 
the Prussian school about them ; none of the upright, 
ramyod stiffness, which disgiplinarians consider so 
essential, and which in Enrope usually distinguishes 
a soldier from his fellow-citizens, The Madvassees, 
as they are called, pique themselves a little upon the 
carelessness of their dress, and when off uty, assume 
a nonchalant manner, and a neglect of the etiquette of 
military costume, which savours somewhat of affec- 
tation, and affords some sanction to the assumption 
of superiority on the part of the Bengal officer. 
It is said that at the Cape of Good Hope (a place 
much frequented by} visitants in search of health from 
the three presidencies, all of whom are characterized 
by the general designation of Hindoo), the officer of 
the Madras army is known by the deranged or diltpi- 
dated state of his attire; that it is not uncommon to 
see him lounging about in a jacket so much the worse 
for wear as not to possess its full complement of but- 
tons, Women, who ave very quick-sighted in such 
matters, perceive at a glance the least violation of 
military proprietics, and the lower classes especially 
are wont to express their opinion in no measured 
terms, A half-caste lady in Calcutta, considering her~ 
self aggrieved by an officer from the neighbouring 
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presidency, after exhausting every abusive epithet 
which the language could afford, wound up a striking 
peroration by calling him “a little Madras major :” 
the force of railing could no farther go. It is proper, 
however, to say that there ave different opinions on 
the subject; by some it is averred that the Bengal 
troops, though finer and larger men than those of the 
coast army, are not so smart-looking unde arma, and 
that they do not move or handle their muskets with 
the precision and soldier-like steadiness of' the Madras 
native infantry. These conflicting testimonies serve 
to convince indifferent persons that there is no real 
superiority in either ; the claims of the Bengal establish. 
ment rest principally upon. the height and good looks 
of the natives of the Upper Provinces of Hindostan, 
who are usually tall, stout, handsome men. There 
will always be a little jealousy between the rival 
establishments ; and as the Bengalese live in a style 
of splendour which their fellow-soldiers do not attempt, 
they assume a pre-emineuce whiclris generally acceded 
to them, 

Those who have been accustomed to the luxuries of 
the capital of British India, the trains of servants in 
Jvaiting, and the princely accommodations of the 
houses, are apt to disparage the customs and modes of 
living at Madras; but the traveller surveys with 
delight the splendid architectural remains and pictu- 
resque beauties of southern India, ‘The panorama of 
Madras, lately exhibited in London, afforded to its 
numerous visitants a striking and faithful representa. 
tion qf the military array of the fort, the glittering 
palace-like public offices, and the minarets, chyrches, 
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and pagodas, embosomed in trees,-which line the surf+ 
bound coast of this singular and truly oriental city, 
But the imposing air of grandeur and pomp produced 
by themagnificent dimensions, architectural ornaments, 
and, above all, the marble brightness of the shell-mor- 
tar with which the Government cdifices are coated, is 
diminished, on a nearer approach, by the absence of, 
the regular streets and squares, which give so much 
of a metropolitan air to the stately avenues of Calcutta, 
The roads, planted on either side with trees, the villas 
chunamed with the glittering material already men- 
tioned, and nestling in gardens, where the richest flush 
of flowers is tempered by the grateful shade of umbra- 
geous groves, leave nothing to be wished for that can 
delight the eye or enchant the imagination. Here are 
to be seen, in the most lavish abundance, the plume- 
like, broad-leaved plantain, the gracefully-drooping 
bamboo, the proud coronet of the coco, waving with 
every breeze, the fan-leaf of the still taller palm, the 
delicate areca, thé obelisk-like aloe, and the majestic 
banian, with its drooping branches, the giant arms 
outspreading from a columnar and strangely convoluted 
trunk, and precipitating pliant fibrous strings, Which 
plant themselves in the earth below, and add their 
aupport to the aplendid canopy above them. 

The climate of Madras is considered to be less sul- 
try than that of Bengal; those stations which are 
situated on the highest ground of the table-land enjoy 
a very agreeable temperature, The large cantonment 
of Banguloreis three thousand feet above the level of the 
sea, and the thermometer rarely rises above 80°; but 
the duties of the civil and military servants of the presi- 
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dency often call them to less favoured places; and 
those who have suffered under the prostrating éffects 
of a Mysore fever, have no reason to rejoice that their 
destinies did not lead them to Bengal, 

In spite, however, of its pestilential climate, there 
are few places in the Peninsula more attractive to a 
visitor than the scene of the splendid victory gained 
by the British arms in 1799, The island of Seringa- 
patam, which is surrounded on every side by the 
Cavery, a wide and rapi¢ river, to which the Carnatic 
owes its agricultural wealth, is a place of great beauty 
and fertility ; but the reminiscences connected with 
it ave of a nature too overpowering to permit the mind 
to dwell uporf minor circumstances, 

The departure from every rule of honourable war- 
fave in the cruel treatment of his British prisoners, 
together with many other acts of tyranny aud oppres- 
sion, have branded the name of Tippoo Saib with 
everlasting infamy ; yet, notwithstanding much that 
is wholly indefensible in his conducf, it may be doubted 
whether he deserves all the opprobrium which has 
been cast upon his character, A modern, and an 
unguestionable authority, assures us that Tippoo’s 
government could not have been very oppressive, 
since his resources were almost inexhaustible, and the 
cities, towns, and villages of his dominions, with few 
and slight exceptions, were in a flourishing state, 
Notwithstanding the frequency of his wars, his acen- 
mulation of personal property was immense. He had, 
during a long series of years, maintained very large 
bodies ef troops, kept up his fortresses, and replenished 
his treasufy, His subjects were rich, and his army 
well-appointed and faithful, 
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The fortunate person by whose hand the son of 
Hyder met his death remains to this day mknown, 
nor has it ever been ascertained whether the jewels 
which adorned his person became the spoil of friends 
or foes. When the corpse was discovered, it was 
found divested of all its ornaments. Ie was known 
to wear aruby ring constantly upon his finger, whiche : 
he esteemed to be the finest in his treasury, and the 
value of the string of pearls, oy rosary, about his neck, 
was almost incaloulable, The gems of which it was 
composed were the largest and richest India could 
produce ; they had been the collection of many years, 
and were the pride of his dress. Whenever « pearl of 
extraordinary size and lustre was brovght to him for 
sale, he became the purchaser, and strung it on this 
precious necklace, in the place of one of inferior value ; 
and as he never appeared without this favourite orna- 
ment, there is no doubt of its having fallen into the 
hands of some lucky adventurer, who concealed the 
knowledge of so great a prize. His turban was also 
always adorned with a jewel of price, but that had 
disappeared ; an amulet, powerless to saye, alone was 
left upon an arm which had threatened the subversion 
‘of the British Government in India, 

One cannot be surprised that the riches gained at 
the taking of Seringapatam should still be fresh in 
men’s minds, and that, notwithstanding the scarcity 
of “barbaric pearl and gold,” India should to this 
day be esteemed a sort of garden of Aladdin, where 
clustering rubies, the flashing diamond, and_ the, 
changeful opal, court the passenger's acceptmece. An 
enormous quantity of jewels found their way to 

rs 
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Europe after the capture of Seringapatam. The 
houses of the chief sirdars, as well as those of the 
shroffs, were completely pillaged. ‘The terrified inmates 
of the zenanas, anxious only to preserve their lives, 
came forth with all their treasures, and offered their 
jewels asavansom. Fortunately, the palace was not 

“made the scene of indiscriminate plunder; it was 
secured in time, and its immense riches were thus 
preserved for more equal distribution to the con- 
quering army. ,The treagures contained in this palace 
“consisted of jewels, gold and silver plate, rich stuffs, 
valuable MSS, and various other articles of great 
price and rarity. The quantity of money discovered, 
though great ‘in itself, was not commensurate with 
the expectations raised by the report of Tippoo's vast 
yesources. It is supposed that much remains still 
concealed, although the confidence of the besieged 
not being shaken until the fortress had fallon into 
the possession of the enemy, little or no precaution 
was taken to secure property of’ any description, 
India still affords a fertile field for the treasure-sceker, 
In traversing the ruined portions of once-flourishing 
citesf destined by the fortunes of war to frequent 
changes of masters, it is impossible to avoid wishing 
for the divining rod, of which we read, to direct the 
search of the money-digger ; for doubtless immense 
riches still lie buried where the terrors of the Moghul 
and the Mahratta have prevailed, 

The enormous mass of wealth accumulated by 
Tippoo Saib, though hoarded up without regard to 
ornamental arrangement, and without being made 
subservient to the embellishments of the palace, were 
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vegistered with great care. The captors found every 
article labelled according to its entry in the corres- 
ponding catalogue, Very extensive buildings, includ- 
ing the greater part of the palace, were appropriated 
to the reception of the treasure; a series of quad- 
rangles, surrounded by store-houses having open 
galleries above, were appropriated to thoses articlas” 
which were least susceptible of injury. The jowels, 
carefully deposited in coffers, were kept in large 
dark chambers, behind ong of the halls of audience. 
The plate, both gold and silver, was preserved in the 
same manner, The jewellery was set in gold in the 
forrh of bracelets, rings, necklaces, plumes, aigrettes, 
sword-belts, &c, and the workmanshfp was not infe- 
rior to ‘the value of the material. We have a record 
of one necklace, which seems to have been wrought 
by a hand not less cunning than that of the wondrous 
Florentine. It was composed, says Major Moor, of 
fifteen or twenty chains of gold, each link being a 
very small bunch of grapes, of most exquisite work- 
manship ; the number of links or bunches of grapes 
must have amounted to many thousands, they were 
so minute, The chains were nearly five fect” long, 
connected by a puiy of splendid clasps of diamonds 
and rubies, The value placed upon it at Seringa- 
patam, sixty pounds, fell infinitely short of its real 
worth, taking the workmanship into consideration. 
One of the galleries containing two lowdahs made of 
solid silver; and some of the plate was richly inlaid 
with gold, and set with jewels. 
Tippoo, it is suid, whose love of hoarding was 

insatiable, passed the greater part of his leisure hours 
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in reviewing and examining the acquisitions of his 
successful ambition. His love of literature was not 
inferior to his love of wealth; he possessed a large 
and curious library, arranged after his own fashion, 
in a manner little according with European ideas, 

The books were kept in chests, each volume haying a 
separate wrapper, so that they were for the most part 
in excellent preservation. These books, it is supposed, 
must all have been collected by Tippoo himself, since 
his father was too illiteratecto have possessed any taste 
for reading, 

The garden-houses and pavilions of Tippoo Saib 
ae now frequently occupied by European officers, 
whom military“duty or curiosity leads to Seringapa- 
tam, and who, of course, receive the most courteous 
attentions from the heads of the reigning family. 
A large mansion in the Dowlut Baugh, amongst other 
decorations, is ornamented with a painting repre. 
senting the defeat of Colonel Baillie; in which the 
artist, more intent upon pleasing “his patron than 
in giving a faithful delineation of the scene, has taken 
cave not only to depict the conquering Hyder after 
the most triumphant fashion, but to exaggerate the 
disasters and distresses of the enemy, Nothing can 
be more wretched than the execution of this design; 
but the colowrs are bright and gaudy, and the whole 
as fresh as when it delighted the eyes of the invader 
and his less fortunate son, the British Government 
not choasing to deface or remove this trophy of 
bygone days. Few persons can now indulge in a 
sojourn fa the Dowlut Bangh without experiencing 
some injurious attack of disease; the whole island 
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retains its fatal power over Europem constitutions, 
and from time immemorial it has only been the 
natives of the soil who could successfully resist the 
deleterious effects of the climate. We are told, that 
out of many thousand natives compulsorily brought 
by Hyder and his son from the Malabar const, and 
forced to settle in the new territory, only five hundred¢ 
survived at the end of ten years to relate the story of 
their tragic expulsion from their own homes; and 
five years sufficed to reduce the number of European 
officers and artfficers in the sultan’s service, imported 
from the Isle of France, from five hundred to twenty- 
five. Notwithstanding its comparative salubrity, the 
cemetery of the neighbouring station, Bangalore, is 
but too well filled with the victims to the fevers so 
prevalent in southern India, 

Bangalore is rendered peculiarly interesting to the 
English visitant, from its having been sclected as a 
place of confinement for many of” the prisoners taken 
in the wars of Hyder and his son with the British 
Government. A large wheel for drawing water is 
still in existence, in a garden adjoining the palace of 
Hyder Ally, in the native fort, about two miles from 
the present cantonments, at which that despot, who 
was ignorant of every rule of honourable warfare, 
compelled his captives to work, During the reign of 
Tippoo Saib, upwards of twenty officers shared. the 
same prison for a dveary interval of four years, the 
miseries of captivity being cruelly augmented by the 
continual expectation of death in its worst form, The. 
little intelligenca they could obtain of the ttate of 
affairs beyond their prison wall was conveyed to them 
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by a native butcher, who frequently enclosed a letter 
in the head of a sheep, which, being severed from the 
body, he flung into the prison. Suspicion fell upon 
this faithful fellow, but he would confess nothing, 
notwithstanding the attempt made to intimidate him by 
_ tying him to the mouth of a loaded gun. Lmediately 
eupon his release, he proceeded to perform the duties 
of his avocation, and undaunted by the recollection of 
previous peril, resorted to the old mode of communi- 
cation, and beheading a sheep, whose tecth were 
tightly closed upon a letter, flung it with reckless 
daring amongst the assembled officers, who sub- 
sequently owed their lives to the determination which 
they evinced fo resist the attempts made to intimidate 
them, Two of these prisoners still survive to tell 
the tale—the rest have gone to their graves: and it 
is melancholy to add, that several became the victims 
of indulgences by which they sought to indemnify 
themselves for the hardships and mortifications they 
had been made to undergo. 

Bangalore, though not equalling in aspect the 
luxuriant though deleterious beauty of the adjacent 
territories, is’ prettily situated in a moderately-wooded 
and well-watered country ; theve are barvacks for two 
King's regiments, one of cavahy and one of infantry ; 
and in addition, the garrison consists of three Native 
Infantry and one Cavalry regiment, with ‘a prapor- 
tionate number of battalions of artillery, the requisite 
staff, &e, 

Bangalore has always been distinguished, through- 
out the Madras presidency, for its festivities, It pos- 
sesses yery handsome assembly-rooms, and a theatre, 
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in which the amateur performances are often above 
par, These latter entertainments have been found 
so attractive, that persons, anxious to uphold the 
honour of the station, haye been induced to make 
an authenticated report, by which it has been shewn 
that the number of representations of a popular piece, | 
with reference to the bills of mortality in both places, 
has in the theatre at Bangalore equalled that of Mother 
Goose at Covent Garden, The fancy balls are upon a 
grand scale; and the very bgautiful little theatre being 
at the extreme end of the assembly-rooms, and theie- 
fore easily thrown open when necessary, the effect of 
the whole is magnificent. No expense is spared upon 
these entertainments; the bands of tlfe several regi- 
ments are in attendance, and a flourish of trumpets 
gives the glad summons to supper. When the society 
happens to be composed of' choice spirits, amusements 
of this nature go off with great éclat, The superior 
size and loftiness of reception-rooms in India, render 
them much better" adapted for large assemblages than 
those belonging to the same clasg, of society in 
England ; and even in the most sultry seasons, less 
inconvenience is sustained from the heat, the wWghts 
being always comparatively cool, and a free circula- 
tion of sir secured by the multitude of open doors, 
The danger of failure is oceasioned by the difficulty of 
getting the party to harmonize; dull, disagrecable 
people are to be found every where ; and when these 
preponderate, the meeting, intended to be festive, 
must of course be “ stale, flat, and unprofitable.” F 
During the cold season, the European residents of 
Bangalore amuse themselves with pic-nic parties, there 
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being numerous objects of curiosity in the vicinity 
to attract the yisitant, There is nothing throughout 
Hindostan to equal the remains of southern India; 
the pagodas of Benares, and even those of Bindra- 
bund and Muttra, are mean in comparison to the 
_splendid temples which are spread along the plains 
oof Mysore and the Carnatic, Those in the neighbour- 
hood of Bangalore do not yield in magnificence to the 
most celebrated pagodas of the Peninsula, and they 
are the favouvite resort af all who possess any taste 
for architectural beauty ; while, to the less intellectual 
portion of the community, the music, dancing, the 
banquet, and perhaps above all the feats of jugglers, 
offer high gyatification. 

The Madras jugglers are frmous all over the world ; 
the exploits of Ramo Samee ave still fresh in the recol- 
lection of the inhabitants of London ; and though the 
exhibition of similar acts of dexterity is often more 
extraordinary than pleasing, the display of legerclemain 
in India would almost induce the belief that the age 
of necromancy had not passed away, A man who, in 
1828, seated himself in the air without any apparent 
support, excited as much interest and curiosity as the 
automaton chess-playet who astonished all Europe a 
few years ago; drawings were exhibited in all the 
Indian papers, and yarious conjectures formed respect 
ing the secret of his art, but no very satisfactory 
discovery was made of the means by which he effected 
an apparent impossibility, The bodics of the Madras 
jugglers are so lithe and supple, as to resemble those 
of serpefits rather than men, An artist of this kind 
will place a ladder upright on the ground, and wind 
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himself in and out through the rungs until he reaches 

the top, descending in the same mamner, keeping the 

ladder, which has no support whatever, in a perpen- 

dicular position. Some of the most accomplished 

tumblers will spring over an enormous elephant, or 

five camels placed abreast; and in 1ope-dancing they 

are not to be outdone by any of the wonders of Sadler's ' 
Wells. 

Swallowing the sword is a common operation, even 
by those who are not considered to be the most expert ; 
and they have varions other exploits with naked 
weapons of a most frightful nature. A woman,—for 
the females are quite equal to the men in these kind 
of feats,—will dip the point of a swore in some black 
pigment, the hilt is then fixed firmly in the ground, 
and after a few whirls in the air, the ardiste takes off 
a portion of the pigment with her eye-lid. A sword 
and four daggers ave placed in the ground, with their 
edges and points upwards, at auch a distance from 
each other as to atlmit of a man’s head between them ; 
the opergtor then plants a scymetar firmly in the 
ground, sits down behind it, and at a bound throws 
himself over the scymetar, pitching his head onactly 
in the centre between the daggers ; and, turning over, 
clears them and the sword. Walking over the naked 
edges of sabres seems to be perfectly casy ; and some 
of these people will stick a sword in the ground, and 
step upon the point in crossing over it. A more 
agreeable display of the lightness and activity, whigh 
would enable the performers to tread over flowers 
without bending them, is shewn upon a piceg of thin 
linen cloth stretched out slightly in the hands of four 
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persons, which is traversed without ruffling it, or 
forcing it from the grasp of the holders. The lifting 
of heavy weights with the eyclids is another very 
disgusting exhibition. Some of the optical deceptions 
are exceedingly curious, and inquirers are to this day ° 
puzzled to guess how plants and flowers can be 
instantaneously produced from seeds, 

* The Madras jugglers travel to all parts of India, 
but it is not often that the most celebrated are to be 
found at a distance from the theatre of their education. 
Snake-charmers are commion everywhere ; they belong 
to a peculiar caste of Hindoos, and though their repu- 
tation is upon the wane, they still excite considerable 
curiosity in southern India, They pyetend to be 
enabled to handle the most venomous serpents with 
impunity, by means of the snake-~stone, a smooth, flat 
substance, the size of a tamarind stone, and nearly 
the same shape: this is said to be extracted from the 
head of the animal ; and though the fallacy of the idea 
of the concealment of a precious jewel in a serpent’s 
head has been ably refuted by one of the contributors 
to the Asiatic Researches, the opinion still prevails 
that some of the stones vended by the cunning manu- 
facturers are genuine,* 


* In Major Moor’s vety pleasing volume of Oriental Fragments, 
are some details respecting snake-catching, snake-stones, and 
the ticks of the sampooris, or snake-catchers. Ie describes the 
process employed by one of these artists to charm a snake from 
his (the Major's) dielting, and to extract the stone, apparently 
from the jaws of the reptile, Ife proceeds: “ A clever Parsea 
Servant hed reminded us that we had Jately Jost many fowls, 
adding that le should not wonder if there was another samp 


AND BANGALORE, 331 


It is certainly entertaining to a stranger to watch the 
effect of music upon the serpent tribe, Very well 
authenticated accounts are upon record of their being 
charmed from their hiding-places by the sound of a 
pipe or flageolet ; and those which have been tamed 
ave constantly exhibited dancing to the melody ‘pro- 
duced by this simple instrument. They stand erect. 
upon their tails, andl move about, bending their head, 
and undulating their botlies in accordance with the 
measure, The cobra capella is the dancing-snake of 

e 


somewhere near the fowl-house, Thither we went; and, after 
the usual ceremoniuls, sure enough another was caught, I smelt 
a rat; and, causing the exulting catcher to bring his writhing 
captive into the veranda, watched nariowly the lithotomie pro- 
cess, At the proper moment, I, to the great astonishment of my 
friend Forbes and the other spectators, seized the snakeless hand 
of the operators and there found, to his dismay, pe:due in his 
well-closed palm, the intended-to-be-extracted stone, 

«“ The fellow made « full and good-humoured confession of 
the trick, xs touching the second snake and the concealed stone ; 
but stoutly maintained that he fairly caught the first; and that, 
although the semt-transparent, amber-like stones were altogether 
fiottons, thd opaquo coneretion was sometimes, though not often, 
found in the reptile’s head; and that it really had some of the 
virtues ascribed to it. IIe good-humouredly blamed ‘no for 
exposing him—hinting that credulity was the easy parent of 
craft ; and somewhat slyly said something Iludibrastically equi- 
yalont to the assertion that 

—— the pleasure isa great 
In being cheated, as to cheat." 

Major Moor brought many of these stones, and although, as 
they multiplied on his hands, ho began to suspect that “he was 
not one of the wisest men in the woild;” he still cannot 
entively shake off the belicf that these stoucs are actunily taker 
out of the reptile’s head, and have some anti-poisonous virtue, 
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the East, and the production of the snake-stone is 
exclusively confined to this species, There is not, it 
is said, much difficulty in extracting the poison of a 
serpent, which is contained in a very small reservoir, 
running along the palate of the mouth, and passing 
out at each fang; the natives are supposed to be very 
-dexterous in forcing their captives to eject this venom, 
and are then enabled to handle thém without the least 
danger. Some persons, however, well acquainted 
with the habits of snake-charmers, deny that they 
extract the poison, and attribute the impunity with 
which they handle these dangerous reptiles to their 
accurate knowledge of the temper and disposition of 
the animal, and. their ready method of soothing down 
irritation, The natives boast the possession of various 
antidotes to the bite of a snake, and often pretend to 
have imbibed the venom and effected a cure. There 
isa plant which goes by the fname of chandraca, in 
which considerable confidence is placed ; and arsenic, 
which enters very largely into the cemposition of the 
celebrated Tanjore pill, is often employed as a coun- 
deracting power. Volatile alkalis are most generally 
“tried by European practitioners, and very often prove 
successful ; but the different degrees of strength in 
the venom of snakes render it doubtful whether in 
the worst cases they would have any beneficial effect. 
Some medical men aver, that the bite ofa cobra capella 
in full vigour, and in possession of all its poisonous 
qualities, is as speedily fatal ag a pistol-ball ; and that 
itis only when this poison is weakened by expenditure, 
that medicine can be of any avail, 
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CIIAPTER XV. 
INDIGO-PLANTERS. 


A passaGr has been retained in the published 
journal of the late Bishop Heber, which, very unin~ 
tentionally on the part of that estimable prelate, is 
calculated to throw considerable discredit upon a large 
body of highly respectable men. That Bishop Heber 
had just grounds, in the conduct of some individuals, 
for the vate of censure which he passed, there can be 
no doubt, for no one who has ever been in India can 
Have failed to meet with instances of the most profligate 
conduct on the part of the cultivators of indigo. But 
his assertions were of too-sweeping a nature; he 
judged of the whole from a very small portion of the 
community ; and,, had he lived to correct the errors 
of his first impressions, he would have modified, if not 
entirely stippressed, an opinion which was certainly 
too hastily formed, 

Excepting at large stations, in which various manu 
facturers and shop-keepers have established them- 
selves, the only Europeans, not belonging to the 
Company’s service, hitherto settled in the interior of 
Bengal have been the indigo-planters. There are 
very wide distinctions amongst this class of persons, 
and many differ ns much from each other in mannets 
and acquirements, as they do in colour and country. 
We find Europeans and Indo-Britons, of all shacles 
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and grades, from the most polished, refined, benevo- 
lent and urbane, to the most brutal and demoralized, 
rendaiing it sometimes difficult to say whether the 
foreign adventurers, or the children of the soil, are 
the best entitled to either character: many of the 
Indo-Britons being distinguished by every excellence 
-that can adorn society, and many of the Europeans 
Being equally conspicuous for theexhibition of every 
vice, All indigo-planters, however, especially under 
the old régime, had to contend against prejudice ; 
none possessed rank or station in the country, and, 
when settled at a distance from Calentta, (the only 
place in which mercantile pursuits, unconnected with 
the Company’s-trade, were regarded with any respect) 
were looked upon in a dubious sort of light, and 
tolerated, in the circles where they were found, rather 
than considered acknowledged members of them. A 
little of this avistocratic feeling had been probably 
imbibed by the good bishop in his intercourse with 
the great; and, though it cannot be denied that he 
possessed an enlarged and liberal mind, which soared 
above the petty distinctions of society, he seems to 
have stoo hastily adopted opinions respecting a con- 
siderable body, which could only apply to a few 
individuals, 

In-some places,—Tirhoot for instance,—the indigo. 
planters live in tolerably large communities, and in 
many they are settled at visiting distance from ench 
other, or the civil and military residents of some 
neighbouring station; but a great number live almost 
wholly isolated. The traveller, journeying through 
some remote apd unfrequented place, often comes 
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suddenly upon a splendid mansion, surrounded by 
stately gardens: should the owner, probably a bachelor, 
be at home, he is weleomed with the greatest hospi- 
tality, and finds in this lonely retreat every luxury 

comthat taste can suggest, or wealth purchase. In the 
absence of the master of the house, the servants 
endeavour to supply his place ; the stranger is invited 
to walk in the gardets or repose in the long suites of 
apartments which compose the mansion, 

Though the European houses in the provinces of 
India are frequent)y encompassed by park-like grounds, 
these ave not secured, as in England, by, close palings, 
gates, and porters’ lodges; there probably is a fence 
of some kind, a low mud wall, or a hedge of aloe 
or prickly pear, usually insufficient to keep out 
cattle, and in this vespect they differ widely from the 
domiciles of the rich natives, which are always so 
surrounded by high walls as, in many instances, to 
assume the appearance of fortresses, In dangerous 
places, where ravines afford harbour for wild beasts, 
or where robbers abound, whole villages are some- 
times incloed by a high bare wall of unbaked mud, 
a protection which, while highly unpicturesque, is 
interesting from its singularity, especially when occur- 
ving upon a bare plain, the ravines before mentioned 
being usually fissures broken in the surface, Euro- 
peans, on the contrary, appear to seck neither privacy 
nor security ; and, while in England we only obtain 
distant glimpses of mansions from a favourable point 
upon the road, in India we pass the very threshold of 
some splendid palace, and are (or were, for this, like - 
other features of Anglo-Indian manners, may have 
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undergone a very recent change) almost certain of 
fiding a warm welcome within its walls, or, in the 
absence of the owner, permission to stroll about, 
indulging in those day-dreams which haunt the imagi. 
native mind, and find such ample food when wan-, 
dering alone amid sequestered places. Silence and 
m Solitude are not, however, always the characteristics 
"of a secluded indigo-factory ; the traveller may fortu- 
nately chance to meet a large and agreedble family 
domiciled amid the woods and wilds, young and 
beautifnl women shedding radiance on the scene. 

The wives and daughters of the superior class of 
indigo-planters rank amid the best educated and most 
elegant women of India; and, in the article of dress, 
they frequently outshine all their competitors; for, 
possessing greater wealth, they are better enabled to 
indulge in expensive wardrobes. Notwithstanding 
the admission contained in a preceding chapter, that 
many individual toilettes in India are perfect, the 
disquisitions upon dress have not satisfied those, who, 
either receiving impressions of India in its best days, 
or, blessed with the means of consulting taste and 
splepdour in their apparel, are disinclined to allow 
that the majority of their fajr companions are not, 
or have not been, equally fortunate. By far the 
greater number of the European residents in India 
are decidedly poor, and as, after a certain point, there 
is no possibility of making further retrenchment, the 
necessary expenditure for the common comforts of 
life leaves them little or nothing to devote to show. 
- Very few of the military classes,—and it is they who, 
in the Upper Provinces, chiefly compose the society,— 
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—are in possession of liberal incomes ; the civilians 
are too widely scattered to give a decided tone to the 
manners, and as many of them ate very deeply in 
debt, they are not always able to assume a superiority 

~in outward appeararice. It may be admitted that the 
ladies of India dress as well as those belonging to 
the same class at home; we will even allow them a- 
superiority ; but, wh&n all this is granted, the general” 
effect of theiy appearance will not equal that which is 
to be seen in capitals possessing enormous wealth, and 
where manufacturers, retail dealers, and milliners, are 
striving by every mieans in their power to render the 
Inxuries of dress, necessaries amiongst the fair part of 
the community, who are so easily tempted to such 
expenditure. When the female society of India was 
much smaller than it is at present, and when husbands 
and fathers commanded more extensive resources than 
are now at their disposal, in all probability, female 
apparel was very magnificent; but times are sadly 
changed, and though & good deal of money may still 
be expended, it is quite impossible that it should 
be laid out to the same advantage in Calcutta, 2a 
in London or Paris, where, even when the colpnial 
markets ave overstocked, there is infinitely more 
choice and variety in the articles offered for sale. 
Were we to concede to the metropolis of Bengal 
the same advantages as those enjoyed by European 
capitals, still there would be the society of the Upper 
Provinces to be taken into consideration, and it is 
not too much to say that scarcely one lady in ten, 
composing it, possesses the means of procuring a- 
single dress throughout the year, from the fashionable 
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milliners of Calcutta. Upon inquiry at the shew- 
vooms of the principal modistes of the presidency, 
respecting the ultimate destination of their importa~ 
tions from Paris, we have been informed that, by 
far the greater portion are purchased for the ladies « 
belonging to the families of indigo-plantera, As 
these, for the most part, are condemned to inhabit 
vemote and solitary wilds, persons frequently mect 
with expense and elegance of attire where they might 
seem the least to be expected, 

Although most Anglé-Indians are too well accus- 
tomed to solitude and solitary travelling, to find it par. 
ticularly irksome, few are insensible to the pleasure 
of an unexpegted introduction to agreeable society ; 
but it is only those who have journeyed long and 
drearily, without companionship of any kind, who can. 
truly estimate the delight afforded by a welcome into 
the bosom of some charming family, every individual 
member being equally ready to give and to receive 
pleasure from the accidental circumstance which brings 
a new acquaintance to their dwelling. Notwithstand- 
ing their great seclusion from the world, the unmairied 
ladies of an indigo-planter’s family are seldom doomed 
to waste their sweetness on the desert air, during any 
very protracted period; their claims to admiration 
hecome noised abroard, frequently raising a romantic 
degree of interest in the hearts of those who have had 
no opportunity of seeing and judging for themselves ; 
a distant journcy is frequently the consequence, and 
iM many instances the affair ends by the adventurous 
suitor bringing a biride away in triumph. 

The fiouses belonging to the superior classes of 


INDIGO-PLANTERS. 329 


indigo-planters, ave well-furnished with books, A 
library is necessary to beguile the tedium which,’ in 
a greater or lesser degree, must fall to the lot of all 
who can only take pleasure in refined amusements ; 
the life of an indigo-planter being one of alternate toil 
and idleness, of great anxiety or of dearth of interest. 
The watching the crop, the necessary superintendence 
in person, leading to great exposure during the heat 
of the day,—the cares, mental and personal, attendant 
on the process of manufacture,2 process depending 
for success upon peculiar states of the atmosphere,-are 

followed by intervals, in which there is nothing to be 
done, and during which the owner of the factory 
must draw entirely upon his own resources for the 
employment of his leisure hours, The fluctuations 
and vicissitudes which mark an indigo-planter's life, 
resemble those of a gambler, and the excitement he 
feels is nearly equally strong, Immense fortunes are 
sometimes made in one productive season, and fre- 
quently, when great success has induced more exten- 
sive speculations, some perverse circumstance will 
entail a total failure, reducing the eager expectant to 
ruin, and obliging him to begin the world again, with 
blighted hopes and retluced physical powers, Others 
toil on, during a considerable number of yeava, without 
averaging more than a sufficiency for the mnintenance 
of'a family ; while many are merely agents, or junior 
partners, working hard, with a very distant prospect 
of adyaniage to themselves, for the benefit of some 
great firm in Calcutta, Indigo forms the resource of 
multitudes, who have gone out to India with very 
different views: nautical men, writers to the signet, 
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merchants, and even missionaries, sitting down, after 
various disappointments, to the management of some 
yemote factory, 

The soil most favourable to the cultivation of indigo 
js one which is rich and moist; it is essential that the 
ground be well tilled, and thoroughly cleared of weeds. 
‘The seed, which somewhat resembles gunpowder, ia 
sown at the commencement of the rainy season. In 
favourable weather, the plant will appear above~ 
ground in the course of three or four days ; it is ripe 
and ready for cutting at the end of two months, not 
being allowed to exhaust itself in flowering. his is 
a very anxious period for the cultivator, for the crop 
is lable to accidents which no human ingenuity or 
foresight can remedy or prevent: the plant is apt to 
become suddenly dry, and to wither away; or, all at 
once, a peculiar species of caterpillar makes its appear- 
ance, and will destroy, in the course of a day and night, 
the most favourable prospects which luxuriant fields 
could offer. As this catastrophe is of frequent recur- 
rence, no one can reckon with any degree of security 
upon his harvest, and the misfortune experienced by 
80 mapy adventurers, has rendered it a common saying 
in India, that an indigo-planteremay retire to his hed 
avich man, and rise in the morning utterly ruined. 
It is necessary to gather in the indigo, after it has 
been cut, with great care, the leaves being govered 
with a delicate bloom or farina, which if shaken off 
would deteriorate their value. It is said that, in 
Tndia, the cultivators use the leaves only, which ren- 

as the dye very superior to that of Amexica, where 

1e whole planj is thrown into the steeping vats, 
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These are usually miniature tanks, lined with masonry ; 
they ave filled with a sufficient quantity of water to 
cover the plant; the fermentation commences in a 
few hours, and continues during an indefinite period, 
in which it must'be closely watched, the excellence of 
the dye mainly depending upon the fermentations 
being stopped at the precise time. While in this state, 
of effervescence, gfeat quantities of froth are thrown 
up, the liquor becomes exceedingly hot, and ta a 
passer-by the effluvia it exhales is any thing but 
agteeable, When the preper moment for drawing 
the liquor off has been ascei tained,—and though there 
are various tests, experience is found to be the best 
guide,—it is conveyed into another yat, where it is 
strongly agitated by means of wooden implements of 
a peculiar form, made for the purpose. This is done 
to separate the true dye from the salt of the plant ; 
the former is precipitated to the bottom, and here 
again it is necessary to be well-skilled in the process, 
in order to pursye it only to the precise moment, in 
which the mixture should be allowed to subside. The 
water is then drawn off, and, after the indigo has 
remained a short time longer to settle, it is taken out 
and, being drained in, cloth bags, is dried gradually 
jn the shade, in shallow wooden boxes, While it is 
still damp, itis eut into small cakes, of an inch square, 
and, when in a fit state, it is packed either in bartels, 
or in céarse linen, covered with a skin, which is ren. 
deved impervious to damp, The indigo mannfactured 
in India is of various degreea of excellence, partly 
arising from soil and situation, and partly from the 
care taken in its cultivation, Its good quatity is said 
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to depend in a great measure upon the age of the 
plant; if cut before it has come to maturity, it will 
yield less in quantity, but the quality will be much 
finer. It is necessary to keep it very free from weeds, 
and to attend to the state of the weather at the periad of 
gathering ; for, if ent upona dry day, the plant, which 
-ptherwise would last for two years, will die at once, 
Fhe liquid changes colour two of three times during 
the progress of fermentation, being at first green, then 
violet, and gradually assuming the deep blue, which 
proves that the first stage cf the process has been com- 
pleted. 

At the houses of the superior indigo-planters, little 
ax no indication of the calling of the owner is to be 
seen ; his mansion is distinct from the factory, and the 
whole establishment manifests the taste and refinement 
of the inhabitant. But all do not boast the same 
degree of elegance, Rivulets of the deepest blue, 
yagged retainers with their blue skins,—for the skin 
always imbibes the colour of the, manufacture, 
scantily covered with cloths of the same tint, exhibiting 
itself in every direction, frequently mark the’ premises 
of the Jeal-wallah (blue fellow), as he is termed by the 
natives, locating in the wilderness, The house, in 
these instances, is large, ungainly, and barn-like ; the 
waste, dignified by the name ofa garden, is intersected 
by long rows of sheds, necessary for the manufacture, 
and sunken vats appear at intervals, in which the 
plant is soaking. Within side, a sluttish kind of plenty 
reigns; the apartments have been handsomely fur- 
njshed, but the furniture hag suffered from neglect, 
and now exhibits, various stages of dilupidation ; rat- 
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holes, tenanted by numerous families, yawn in the 
walls, and the dogs repose without ceremony upon 
the chairs and sofas, Should the master be Scottish, 
Trish, or French, the peculiar manners of his country 
will be far more’conspicuous than when you find the 
same individual living in close community with other 
Anglo-Indians, where, generally speaking, the whole 
society fall into on particular fashion ; the method af 
cookery, the choice of food, the hours, and the domes- 
tic arrangements, all savour of the parent soil, and 
we seem to step at once from an Indian jungle into 
some well-remembered haunt, perchance amid the 
Scottish highlands, or upon the banks of the Shannon; 
or in some old town in Normandy, Living almost 
alone, the same habits and usages will be observed, 
to which the exile has been accustomed in his early 
youth; he finds no motive for the adoption of foreign 
manners, and he makes those of his forefathers assimi- 
late with a new soil and a new hemisphere. 
Occasionally,,the house of an indigo-planter affords 
the most frightful picture of desolation and decay 
imaginable; its mouldering, weather-stained walls and 
falling roof, yielding an inadequate shelter from the 
elements; while the-large comfortless apartments of 
the interior, the damp, and dirt, and squalor, which 
prevail within, vender the smallest hut, which is clean, 
well-swept, and in good repair, a far more desifable 
abode: No habitation in England, however neglected, 
which is capable of accommodating a tenant, can at 
all compare with a dirty ill-conducted Eurdpean 
yesidence in Indis. Portions of the floors, literally 
ploughed up by white ants, are quite as Qusty as the 
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public-roads, whiile others, damp and slimy, produco 
plentiful crops of the fungus tribe. Where the stuc- 
coed brick-work of the verandahs and porticoes haa 
given way, the places of pillars and roofs are supplied 
with bambdos and thatch. Some of tlfe large venetians 
hang upon one rusty hinge ; others have fallen pros. 
frate, and a jaump, formed of coarse matting, propped 
up with a bamboo, furnishes security to the doors and 
windows from sun and vain, Most of the latter which 
remain are unglazed, or have only thyee panes left 
out of the number which fermerly adorned them, the 
rest being pannelled up to the top with rough unsightly 
pieces of wood, Native charpoys, or bedsteads, do 
the duty of sofag; the mats, if any be left, are ragged 
and worn away ; the tables are vicketty and the chairs 
wormn-eaten. The glass shades belonging to the lamps 
have been broken, and, at night, a sudden gust of 
wind will extinguish all the lights: an exploit which, 
by way of variety, is sometimes performed by a cloud 
of insects in a most effectual manner, these intruders 
at all times surrounding the unguarded tapers in such 
multitudes, as to make it impossible either to read or 
to pursue any other employment. Yet there are num- 
bers, both European and Indo~Baiton, whe are quite 
content with such a residence, and nevey dream of 
giving themselves the trouble of putting it into better 
condition, Custom has reconciled them to, theix 
mode of life, and they have no idea of the hors 
yor with which a stranger, better acquainted with 
the ‘aabits of civilized society, surveys the dismal 
sceno, Poverty is not always tho accompaniment 
ind cause Of all this desolation ; it frequently haps 


INDIGO-PLANTERS, . 345 


pens that, while the elegancies of life are disregarded, 
there is no scarcity of grogser luxuries; a plentiful 
dinner will smoke upon a board covered with a ragged 
table-cloth, or perchance, not graced with any table- 
cloth at all; Clavet and Sauterne will appear, as well 
as beer and brandy, and the lady, though she may 
indulge in a shawl ond a dressing-gown, will stil] 
adorn her person With trinkets of value. - > 
Now and then, a mansion, differing from any yet 
described, will exhibit itself to view; a smtall neat 
bungalow, furnished with all things needful, but with 
nothing shewy or. superfluous, and tenanted either by a 
quiet couple, or some grave and steady bachelor, 
accustomed to look solitude in the face, and to brave 
its severest inflictions. ‘This person’s residence may 
be so insulated, as to remain for months,—nay years, 
unknown to the Enropean inhabitants of a station 
within forty or fifty miles, or even less: it is discovered 
by some accident, such as the illness of a traveller, 
seeking shelter gt a neighbouring village, and directed 
by the natives, who are always unwilling to have the 
responsibility of a sick European on their hands, to a 
house where he can be better and more carefully 
attended, It was not until the third year “of his 
yesidence at an outpost, that the officer commanding 
learned, through the medium of a friend who had 
been detained by ilness upon the road in a joutney 
trom Cawnpore, that a recluse, hevmitizing sill deeper 
in the jungle, possessed a library which offered a 
convenient exchange for the oft-rend volumes so Ing 
the solace of his retirement. A correspondence ensued, 
and both parties derived benefit from thé establishe 
q3 
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ment of a lending and borrowing system, Where 
families trayelling are unsupplied with medicine, 
those who are acquainted with the resources of the 
country, immediately inquire, in the eyent of any 
attack of illness, whether there is an indigo-planter 
in the neighbourhood, and, if they ave so fortunate 
ys to be answered in the affirmatiye, send without 
cé&emony for anything they want, the virtue of 
hospitality being practised amongst this class in all 
its amplitude, 

Few Europeans have ever trayelled in India without 
being largely indebted to the kindness of the cultiva- 
tors of indigo, At one peviod, during the rains, a 
party, of which the writer formed one, were detained 
in a budgerow, by contrary winds, behind a bluff 
promontory, abutting into the Ganges near Rajmhal. 
There was no tracking-path, and the contemplation 
‘of a protracted sojourn in a place very ill.caleulated 
to afford accommodation for travellers, excited no 
very agreeable images in the fancy. The scenery 
around, though very beautiful, bore a wild and savage 
aspect, the only human habitations consisting of a few 
clusters of native huts, and some old Mussulmanee 
tombs, the abode of squalid-looking faqueers, On the 
first day of our detention, we observed a European, at 
a little distance, superintending the despatch of a 
trath of bullock-carts, loaded with indigo; but he 
did not appear again upon the scene, Aftef a few 
days had passed, we began to entertain a very well- 
grounded apprehension, that we should see the end 
of our larder before we could procure a further 
supply. The village being entirely inhabited by 
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Hindoos, we could not obtain either fowls or eggs, 
and it was only the coarsest kinds of grain which 
could be purchased in the bazaar, The river was in 
too restless a state to admit of fishing, and, fortunately 
for us, ow washerman could not find any water in 
a proper condition for the exercise of his calling. We 
had by this time forgotten the indigo-planter, but 
were reminded of his vicinity by our anxious domestic, 
who asked for a note requesting permission for him to 
wash his clothes in the tank belonging to this gentle- 
man’s establishment. Thé note was written, and away 
went the dobee. This man happened to be a patti- 
cularly active, intelligent fellow, and very anxious 
about the comfort of the family he served. It appeared 
that, without the slightest instractions from us, he 
reported the lamentable state of affairs at the budgerow, 
how we were upon short allowance of a fowl per 
diem, and how, after sending in several directions, 
for twenty miles round, little or nothing could be 
obtained. These representations aroused the benevo- 
lent feelings of the indigo-planter, who had been 
confined to his house by illness from the very period 
we had seen him exposing himself to the damp steamy 
atmosphere of the Clearing up ofa day in the rains. 
The low grounds in the neighbourhood of the place 
in which we lay moored being all flooded, we were 
depriyed of the advantage of the evening walks to the 
old Mussulmanee tombs before-mentioned, which we 
had taken on our first arrival, and were obliged fo he 
contented with a survey of the country from the deck 
of the budgerow. The vetwn of the washerman; ii 
the dearth of other objects of interest, was an event of 
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some importance, more especially as he had been 
told that there were alligators lurking in the shallow 
waters, which it was dangerous to pass on foot. We 
observed him at a distance carrying hig basket of linen 
on his head, and accompanied by two other persons, 
who did not appear to be empty-handed. Upon a 
nearer approach, we discovered that one of these 
people carried a large fish, and the other a basket of 
vegetables, The prospect of so welcome an addition 
to the repast preparing for ts and whieh, to confess 
the truth, was of a meagre“doscription, proved very 
agreeable ; but we were further delighted by a polite 
message, intimating that we should receive a supply 
of bread and butter on the morrow. Full of gratitude, 
we felt anxious to evince it in something better than 
words; we therefore collected all the newspapers we 

ad received since our departure from Calcutta, and 

ame duplicate copies of entertaining books, which we 

espatched with a note of thanks, The next morning, 
cording to promise, the bread andebutter arrived, 
and with it a dozen live ducks, together with many 
obliging expressions of regret, that an attack of fever 
preventad the donor from paying his respects. The 
wind changed before our benefactor, for such he must 
be termed, recovered, and we neyer met with hin 
aflergvards. Upon another oceasion, when travelling 
with a female companion only, who was newer ,to the 
country than myself, the shallownesa of the river 
obliged ug to put into Bogwangolah, instead of pro- 
ceeding, as we had intended, to Moorshedabad, from 
which place we were twenty miles distant, We sent 
off a letter to apprize our friends at that station of 
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our situation, but it appeared that it never reached 
its destination. There was little or nothing to be 
had for money of the Hindoos of the village; but, 
having now the advantage of a little experience, I 
made no seruple to write to an indigo-planter in 
the neighbourhood, and to ask his assistance in pro- 
curing bearers, and something for us to eat. Ke 
complied most readily with the request, and on the 
arrival of my friend’s husband, who had heard a 
rumour of opr situation, sent an elephant to assist 
in the conveyance of the purty, He also was confined 
to his bed with fever at the time, but I had sub. 
sequently the pleasure of meeting him in Calentta, 
and of offering my thanks in person for the attentions 
he had shewn me when so much in need of them. 
Ie has since fallen a victim to the insalubrity of the 
elimate, which, though country-born, he could not 
brave with impunity. 

No set of men are more liable to the various 
maladies incident to constant exposure to the weather, 
than indigo-planters, Their wealth, when they do gain 
it, is hardly earned; and their lives, though apparently 
luxurious, are frequently subject to great privations. 
Many of these persoxs are bachelors, net on account of 
the expense of maintaining a wife, but from an unyill- 
jngnesa to expose a female to the numerous infelicities 
which must be endured in remote places. Beea- 
sionally, they diversify their solitude by visits to the 
presidency, or some large station ; they are frequently 
keen and active sportamen, but even hunting’ and 
shooting will scarcely serve fo fill up the Ieisme ofa 
life which, though Jabarious during ane period of the 
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year’, is for the most part monotonous in the extreme, 
The cultivation of indigo seems, in many respects, to be 
better adapted to Indo-Britons than to Europeans ; the 
former have no recollections of home to contrast with a 
foreign, and perchance a dismal scene} their constitu. 
tions are better suited to the climate than those of exiles 
pining for their native land, and they fall more easily 
info the habits of the natives, The éstimable portion of 
indigo-planters are amiable, contemplative men, frank, 
hospitable, and generous, in a very high degree, and 
though able toendure an alnfost companionless solitude, 
ready to welcome the stranger, and to enter freely into 
society whenever an opportunity is afforded. Their taste 
for reading has ulyeady been mentioned ; it is sometimes 
united with literary pursuits, and the contributions of 
many to the periodicals of the presidencies are fre- 
quently of no mean order of merit, There ave, how- 
2ver, some very different characters to be found amongst 
he cultivators of the precious weed, which has turned 
.o gold in so many hands. Lawless and profligate 
ruffians may be met with, ever at war with each other 
ar with the native planters, whom, if other means of 
competition fail, they will attack in the night, cutting 
and taking foreible possession ef the crops, which 
may be better than their own, These worthues trust 
tor all sorts of false swearing, on the part of their 
retaifiers, to elude the consequences of such exploits 
in a court of Jaw; none of the people whom they 
employ entertaining the slightest scruple at perjury, 
Ocedsionally, the most frightful circumstances take 
place, aud the Supreme Court of Caleutta has been 
occupied by trials for murders perpetrated in open 
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day, and which, though matter of public notoriety, 
have seldom been brought home to the principals, 
The evidence produced wpon such occasions affords a 
fearful picture of the abandoned profligacy of the 
mode of life adepted by coarse. minded, unprincipled 
Enropeans, or ill-educated Indo-Britons, These men 
contrive to engraft the viecs of the natives upon those 
inherited from the parent stock, practising the virtnes 
of neither ; and it is only when some desperate act 
brings them under the cognizance of the magistracy, 
that the shuddering world is made acquainted with 
their crimes. The history of some of these people is 
both curious and appalling ; they have come out to 
India, or have been cast accidentally on its shores, 
after a rough journey through life, with hearts hav. 
dened and tempers soured by adversity and disap- 
pointment. The charge of some small indigo factory 
offers the only resource, and they plunge at once into 
the jungle, where, unfettered by the restraints imposed 
by civilized society, associating only with the lowest 
orders of natives, whom they look upon as beasts of 
burthen, they abandon themselves to every description 
of vice. An immoderate indulgence in ardent spirits, 
and the habit of congidering themselves mastets of all 
they survey, aggravate the natural fierceness of their 
dispositions ; they ave ripe and ready for the commjs« 
sion of any ontrage, and their wretched depentlents 
too offen fall a sacrifice to their brutality. Murders 
of this kind ave easily hushed ap, when the petty 
tyvant lives beyond the cognizance of European ntigh+ 
bours, The natives of India have not, as yet, been 
made (o uhderstand that they render tliémstlves accca- 
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sories after the fact, by neglecting te report a crime 
of which they have obtained information, and to secure 
the perpetrator. Inquests do not sit upon the badies 
of all persons who may be suspected of having perished 
by a violent death ; and unless there® should be some 
party deeply interested in the punishment of the offen- 
dey, the affair is seldom brought before the district 
jufige. Should the neighbouring “darogha, or police 
ofticer, hear of it, there is not often much difficulty in 
bribing him to silence ; and thus it sometimes happens, 
that the most frightful crimes are committed with 
impunity. 

It chanced, that two European indigo-planters, re- 
sembling each offer very closely in their habits, man- 
ners, and mode of life, were near neighbours, and for 
a considerable period lived together in the utmost har- 
mony. Some occurrence, however, which did not 
transpire, heppened to change this friendship into the 
most deadly enmity; and, while one of the parties 
was seated in his own house, not apprehending the 
slightest danger, the other, attended by a multitude of 
armed retainers, came up to the door, dragged him 
forth, and forcibly conveying him to a little distance, 
either murdered him with his own hands, or instigated 
his followers to commit the deed. The servants of the 
urfortunate sufferer gave the alavm; mariy were wit- 
nesses of the acts of violence by which he aunie over- 
powered to the ground; and, upon their representa- 
tions, the principal and several of his abettova were 
appfehended. According to the Mohwmedan and 
Hindu law, no persons can be convicted of murder 
unless the *otly of the victim be produced ; in this 
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instance, care had been taken to dispose of it so com- 
pletely, that the natives engaged in the affair could 
only be punished for riot and assault, and sent to work 
upon the roads, The principal was dealt with in a 
different mannef, being indicted capitally before the 
Supreme Court of Caleutta, and tried for his life. No 
one for an instant could doubt this man’s guilt ; but 
the ingenuity of *his counsel, in baffling and edn 
tradicting the testimony against him, and the gap in 
the evidence occasioned by the concealment of the 
body, procured an acquittal, and he was returned 
again upon society. 

Ina very interesting little volume, published a few 
years ago, entitled Naufragus, sorag details will be 
found, which afford a very correct representation of 
the mode of life and conduct of those indigo-planters 
who seruple at nothing in the furtherance of any guilty 
pursuit, The romance attached to this narvative has 
made many persons suppose that it is altagether of a 
fictitions natures whereas the whole is a veritable his- 
tory of the life and adventures of a singularly amiable 
young man,* who at an early period of his life was 
sent to seek his fortune in the world, Many persons 
in Bengal are still living to corroborate his account of 
an indigo-planter, who did not scruple to incense a 
whole papulation against him, by foreibly carrying off 
the bride of a brahmin, as she was proceeding to the 
home of her husband. Money, that grand panacea 


The name of the author of Naufregus, Moffat Jumes Horne, 
is not generally known} perlinps no work fublished tgs 
presented w truer picture of the romance ofyeal'life, 
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for all the flls and outrages of life, prevented him 
from falling a sacrifice to Hindu vengence ; but others 
have not escaped so well. 

Thongh not possessing any settled rank, indigo- 
planters, of gentlemanly habits and Tespectable con- 
duet, have, at least during a very considerable period, 
heen freely admitted to the vice-regal court, In the 
Upper Provinces, they are invariably estimated accord- 
ing to thelr merits, and the society being smaller, the 
intercourse with those who are of native descent is 
much more close and frequéht than in Caleutla, where 
Indo-Britons and Europeans do not mingle much 
together. A considerably number of indigo-planters, 
who have eithey factories at a short distance, or have 
retired altogether, are settled at the seat of govern- 
ment. They inhabit very handsome houses, and see a 
great deal of company: these gentlemen are chiefly 
Indo-Britons, and the few Europeans who are occa- 
sionally entertained at their parties, are literally asto- 
nished by the multitude of dark beauties with which 
they are surrounded : wealth and hospitality abound, 
and though there may be some slight prejudices in 
the byasts of those who pique themselves upon the 
untainted hue of theit skin, the Eurasian community 
have little else to contend against in their intercourse 
With society, Many feel deeply aggrieved at their 
inadmissibility to offices of public trust and ,emolu- 
ment, and probably the rising discontent may occasion 
the government some inconvenience at a subsequent 
perlod ; at present, however, the murmurings of the 
community ae vent in the Demosthenian oratory of 
the Town-hall, 
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CHAPTER X. 
GRIFFINS, 


How the nameof the winged monster of classic 
fable came to be applied to the newly-arrived European 
in India, nobgdy can tell with any degree of certainty. 
The origin of the term i quite as obscure as that 
of blue-stocking, and quite as inappropriate to the class 
of persons whom it is intended to designate, there 
being as litle analogy between ignorance and a griffin, 
as between learning and cerulean hose. The soubri- 
quet, by whomsoever first established, is now univer- 
sally attached to persons who are unacquainted with 
the modesand customsadopted in Anglo- Indian society. 
A year is allowed for initiation into the somewhat 
strange usages and manners which it has pleased the 
European residents of the three presidencies to samotion 
and to ‘follow; if at the end of that period silly and 
unadvised persons should transgress these rules and 
yegulations, or shoukl not possess sufficient tact to 
disguise their ignorance or dislike of them, they 
become confirmed “ griffins ;” the term is then applied 
in contempt, and a man who is said never to have 
been out of his griffinage, during a long residence in 
India, must be supposed to be a very obtuse and im- 
practicable person. Certainly, a year at least is néces~ 
sary to initiate people, possessing comet more than 
moderate capacities, in the strange “Ways and odd 
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customs with which they are expected to comply ; 
especially as they haye very little instruction from 
their fiends and associates, who seem to derive great 
amusement from the blunders and mistakes made by 
new comers, whom they persecute with as little merey 
asthe Arimaspians, in olden time, did their prototypes, 
the Gryphons, Nothing, indeed, short of inspiration, 
cah prevent a stranger from being the subject of ridi- 
cule to old residents ; great quickness of observation, 
and ready dexterity in getting out of a difficulty, will 
effect much ; but they musf make up their minds to be 
laughed at, on account of errors which it is perfectly 
impossible to avoid. 

One of the great difficultics which a griffin has 
to encounter is that of comprehending the difference 
of castes amongst his servants; he runs the risk of 
bringing himself into contempt with the natives in 
two ways; one by insisting upon their doing what 
their religion and peculiar calling forbid them to do; 
the other by suffering himself to be inyposed upon by 
low-caste people, who ave ‘fond of assuming conse- 
quence, and often pretend to be fastidious about things 
which belong to their particular department. Such 
mere trifles are matle matters of importance, that it is 
exceedingly difficult for the best-bred and most deli- 
cately-minded person to avoid giving their native 
servants occasion to call their good manners in ques- 
tion, For instance; if, in very hot weather, ladies 
or gentlemen are desirous to dip their hands frequently 
into’a finger-glass, the water must be emptied every 
time by a seryant in waiting, and should this practice 
not be complied vith, the servant would not seruple 
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to give his master or mistress a finger-glass in which 
another person has washed. Natives do not or will 
not perceive the distinction; they think both equally 
gross and unclean, and entertain the greatest disgust 
for those who could so pollute themselves. There are 
native customs equally offensive to Europeans, which 
must be borne with, because no impropriety is attachgtt 
to them by those by whom they are practised. 

People who go to India young, have a great adyan- 
tage in the apportunity of acquiring an insight into 
ihe manners es haere of the els wie whom 
they associate, and of learning what has been rejected 
and what has been retained by the European portion 
of the community. A griffin is constantly erring in 
these latter points. He is told that he must respect 
the opinions and prejudices of the natives, and accom- 
modate himself to their notions ; and, perceiving one 
or two customs which he thinks peculiarly judicious, 
he adopts them instanter, and has all his own country- 
men up in arms*against him, full oP wonder that he 
should so commit himself, ’Cadets attached to regi- 
ments doing duty in small stations, and therefore in 
a great measure dependent for amusement upon the 
conversation of the seBoys ; and young civilians early 
qualifying themselves for some responsible office, 
which sends them into a solitary part of a distaict, 
soon bgcome familiar with the causes and meanings of 
numerous singular observances, of which others less 
advantageously situated must remain in ignorance all 
their lives. ‘The officers of king's regiments rarely 
have an opportunity of making themselves thoroughly 
acquainted with the curious networkeof Indian society, 
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and the contempt with which the least intellectual 
portion of this body affect to treat those in the service 
of the Company, is returned by persons who see them 
constantly committing some solecism, which must ruin 
them in the estimation of the Asiatics. 

One very great advantage resulting from an accurate 
Knowledge of native habits, is the power it gives of 
choosing dependants from amongst the most respectable 
clssses, and of knowing how far they ought to be 
indulged in their respective prejudices Persons of 
probity and character are too happy to take service 
under employers, who will permit them the peaceable 
exercise of the customs of their forefathers, and these 
people will not yfresume beyond the proper forbearing 
point, because they know that they will be instantly 
detected in the affectation of scruples which are not 
sanctioned by their religion. A Mussulman, con- 
tinually infringing the laws of the prophet by indulg- 
ing in fermented liquor, will often endeavour to display 
his fastidions feelings by refusing to yt pork or ham 
upon the table, while the’ more orthodox, aware that 
a prayer and an ablution will purify them, never 
object to this piece of service. A chuprassee, who wore 
the triple thrend, and prided hithself not a little on his 
Tyahminical descent, being desired to take a mango 
fvorn the dessert, and give it toa parrot in the verandah, 
declined on account of his caste, and was instangly clis- 
missed the service by his master, who knew that 
fruit was not included in the prohibition, This man 
earnestly implored to be restored to his situation, 
promising never to offend again ; but the example was 
considered to be galutary as a warning to others, and 
he was sent away. 


GRIFFINS. 349 


There is one danger, however, in early association 
and intimate acquaintance with the natives; a few 
weaksminded persons have become so deeply ena- 
mouvred of the customa and notions of different sects, 
as to be Hind$os or Mahommedans in eyery thing 
except the name. Many abstain from eating beef or 
pork from principle, and some go so far as to perfoyth 
their orisons by bathing in the Ganges. But these 
are extreme cases, though many carry theix compliance 
with the prejydices of the country much too far, since 
it is better, by setting ah example of sobriety and 
moderation, to attract admiration to the Christian code, 
both of civil and religious law, than to sanction the 
creed of Vishnu or Mohammed by sconforming too 
closely to their precepts. Perhaps, in their desire to 
please and conciliate, many Christians shew too great 
a respect for idolatry. It would be unwise as well as 
ungracious to treat Brahma and his followers contemp. 
tuously ; but the Hindoos would not be offended by 
the display of asholy horror at the observation of any 
pagan rite, especially if it were accompanied by some 
learned exposition of the way in which they have 
departed from the more simple faith of theirunces- 
tors. Nearly all, even*the lowest and most ignorant 
of the Hindoos, concur in the acknowledgment that 
there is only one God, though they choose to worship 
him under all his attributes, and many opportunities 
occur of inculcating the great truths of Christianity, 
which, though they might not always make a suitable 
impression, would be received with respect, and taken 
as excuses for a refusal to pay the yemotest,degree o, 
deference to the shrines and temples devoted to heathen 
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dcities, Itissaid that occasion for great scundal has lately 
been given in Calcutta, by the assistance accorded by 
English performers of eminence in the native concerts 
given at the celebration of the festival ¢ of the dark god- 
dess Durga. It is possible that these persons, new 
to the country, were not aware that they were actually 
Ghgaged in doing honow to the most horrid rites 
which ever brought disgrace upon the name of religion ; 
the choice of Iandel’s music completed the profana- 
tion, though perchance intended as ae salvo to the 
conscience. Had the per formers been forced into the 
service, they would have been justified in raising an 
anthem to the true God, in the midst of the impious 
choruses of nautch girls of the most abandoned cha- 
racter ; but where the inducement to appear in such 
contaminating company, was merely of a mercenary 
nature, the selection could excite nothing save disgust. 

The most eminent griffins upon record have been 
colonels of regiments, and general officers, newly arrived 
in India. One of the former is saideto have gont to 
the office of the Commaiider-in-chief to request that 
a “cool station” might be sclected for his corps; and 
the commandant of a large brigade, hearing continually 
of the allowance for doolees Qpalanquins), inquired 
what sort of “animals” they were, since they seemed 
{3 gat so much. It was an act of griM nism never to 
be forgotten on the part of Bishop Heber, in paytuking 
of the turtle fished up out of the Ganges by his bont’s 
ere. Turtles ave never eaten by Europeans in India, 
unless they have been transported in the early part 
of their existence to a tank, and thus secured from 
feeding on the afful of the river. Some persong will 
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be equally scrupulous with regard to fish; and, cer- 
tainly, it is more satisfactory to see the table supplied 
from a piece of water kept as nearly as possible from 
every kind of contamination, than to run the risk of a 
method of fatteging abhorrent to every feeling. 

The manner in which many persons are puzzled 
in getting for the first time into a palanguin, affords 
great amusement ¢o the uninitiated. It is certainly 
a strange operation, difficult even to those who have 
been accustomed to scramble into a cot. An adept in 
the art will have the vehicle held sideways, at a little 
distance from the ground, and, seating himself at the 
edge, will be jerked in by the bearers as they turn 
it into a horizontal position. In alighting they will in 
the same way be in a manner thr8wn out by the 
sudden turning of the palanquin. The griffin, seeing 
a person thus ejected, is inclined to laugh; but it 
forms the perfection of the exit and the entrance, and 
cannot’ be attained without some skill and training. 
A griffin, unadvisedly attempting to sit down in the 
nonchalant mafer of an experienced traveller, might 
get a very awkward fall, similar to that which awaits 
the person who erroneously fancies that there is a 
chair behind him ; the descent is more easy, though 
some dexterity is vequtved 4 in alighting fect foremost. 
The safest way of getting cither in or out, is to haye 
the palanquin placed upon the ground; but even 
here tke griffin is linble to some errors of judgment. 
There is a shelf at one end, which is ‘occasionally 
niistaken for a seat, and the wnhappy wight, obliged 
to double himself wp, performs his transit in the most 
uncomfortable manner possible. An easier blunder 
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still is to get in the wrong way, and to sit or fie 
backwards in the vehicle, with head, instead of feet, 
foremost, There are always friends or acquaintances 
on the watch, to see how the tyro will acquit himself, 
and to assail his ignorance with shguts of laughter. 
Old Indians are excecdingly averse to give instruc. 
tions, except in the form of remonstrance, at errors 
ufigdvisedly committed ; they disljke the trouble of 
translating for the benefit of those who ave ignorant 
of [lindoostance, and the difficulties of a new-comey 
ave considerably augmented by the unsvillingness of 
experienced residents to afford them assistance, Ladies 
especially suffer a great deal of inconvenience from 
their inability to understand others, or to make them- 
selves understodd ; and nothing can be more helpless 
than the situation of a married couple landing for the 
first time in their lives in Caleutta, and perplexed 
on all sides by the novelty and strangeness of their 
condition, Those who had letters of introduction 
which procured immediate invitations to houses well 
supplied with all the comforts and taxuries of life, 
were, of course, exempted Trom many annoyances ; but 
all, even in ‘the best days of Anglo-Indian hospitality 
and splendour, were not so fortunate. Ilotela and 
boarding-houses, those vefuges® for the destitute in 
acquaintance though not in purse, did not exist, or 
wie of too disreputable an order to afford a desirable 
shelter. An unfurnished mansion, or equallygempty 
quarters in Fort-William, or some other government 
edifice, received tho strangers, who found themselves 
and their baggage suddenly put into a comfortless 
apartment, and in the forlorn aspect of their abode, 
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and the confused jargon of the native multitude 
crowding in upon the scene, could scarcely hope 
that time, patience, and agsiduity would ever bring 
comfort and order in their train. When children 
were added to*the party, and night approaching 
before the cover of a roof could be obtained, the 
miseries to be endured sustained a considerable ire 
crease, and even in less melancholy situations there 
is much exercise for fortitude and resignation, It 
is always desixable that a female servant should sleep 
in the same apartment With a young lady who is 
a stranger to the country, or at any rate that some 
domestic should be within call; for otherwise she 
may, even if possessed of considerable nerve and 
powers of endurance, be exposed to much annoyance, 

An instance occurring in the days of the writer's 
griffinism will shew the sort of dilemmas which some- 
times occur, It was during the rains, and the French 
windows, as is usual on fine nights, were left open, 
the venetians only-being closed. Suddenly, a north- 
wester came on, with great vivlence ; the wind whistled 
through the apartment and the rain descended on my 
bed, while peals of thunder shook the whole house, and 
the lightning glared inethe most terrific manner. My 
first impulse was to vise and shut the windows, but 
ignorant of the manner in which they were fastepet 
back, they resisted my efforts. I then took a pillow 
and a sRawl and retreated to a distant corner, but the 
peltings of the pitiless storm pursued me in this 
remote place; the rain was literally driven through 
the blinds to the whole extent of a very large room, 
and it was in vain that I exexted my vice to call some 
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one to my assistance: the noise of the whirlwind, and 
the constant pealing of the thunder, effectually baified 
every attempt I could make to be head. I might 
have taken refuge in the adjoining apartments ; but J 
felt unwilling to appear grifish, as i is called, before 
the family. They must have been awakened by the 
worm, but they made no inquiry, how I fired, anc 
I therefore waited with all the patience I could muster 
until it ended ; then, taking the precaution of laying 
a shaw] over my damp bed, returned, to it, weavied 
out with the fatigne of pacing about for so long # 
time, A previous adventure had been scarcely less 
disagreeable. Upon landing at day-break. at Fultah, 
a place about helf.way to Caleutta, from a budgerow 
sent to fetch ow: party from the shlp, which lay 
at anchor in Saugor roads, I was ushered with an 
European servant into an apartment, which had a bed 
in it, but which in my opinion resembled a large 
cage, being surrounded on all sides by venctian blincls, 
with each bar open to its widest extent. To those 
who are unacquainted with the method of tuming 
these gigantic jalousies, it is quite impossible to stir 
them gfrom the position in whieh they have been 
placed, and a tolerably cleve? person, unacquainted 
with mechanical contrivance, might puzzle for a 
Tong time without solving the mystery; at least, it 
was quite beyond my powers of comprehension, ‘Lhe 
servant was equally at a loss, and we had no words to 
explain our wishes to the people in the ante-chambers, 
who regarded us both with an air of great curiosity, 
surprised no doubt that we should choose so much 
publicity, I pug on a dvessing-gown and lay down, 
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but when it was time to rise, found the greatest 
difficulty in managing to screen off one corner for 
the performance of the toilette; so necessary after 
an attempt to sleep in my clothes. -Upon proceeding 
to the apartmént in which breakfast was laid, I 
perceived that all the other sleeping-rooms, though 
surrounded in the same manner with venetians, were. 
completely closed,’ and theiy interiors impervions” to 
view. It must, therefore, have ‘appeared to the native 
servants of the establishment that I had volunteered 
the exhibition, Fortunatelf, my waiting-maid was the 
only European who was aware of the circumstance, 
and I lost no time in acquiring the method of closing 
the Venetians myself, and of directing, others to do so, 
it being vather a difficult operation, requiring both 
strength and dexterity in the management. I recollect 
looking about on this, my first morning in India, 
with the most intense curiosity for some of the 
strange products of the soil, and was disappointed 
upon a nearer examination of a large column of insects 
marching across the veranduh, to find that they were 
nothing more than common black-heetles. I regretted 
to perceive that the crows, the only birds which it 
was my fortune to meet, very closely resembled their 
European brethren, and though I did not expect to 
see tigers reposing in the ficlds instead of sheep, I had 
hoped for some novelty in the way of a zoological 
specimen. I recollect once at Cawnpore, when dining 
, at the house of « commandant, standing upon a ter- 
race, at the time in which the government cimel 
came up with the daily orders, a gentleman of the 
party said to his wife (both having arrived that day 
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at the station from England), “that is a camel, my 
dear ;” most of the company laughed, exclaiming 
‘¢ what a griffin !” How the lady could have travelled 
all the way to Cawnpore without having seen a camel, 
certainly appeared strange; but my“own experience 
told me that it was necessary to wait with patience 
for some of the promised spectacles of an Indian land. 
Though nearly the whole of Bengal swarms with 
tigers, I never had the good fortune to see one in its 
wild unfettered state, and always envied those friends 
who were more favoured if their researches. One of 
my acquaintance had a glorious opportunity of gazing 
at a group of these majestic animals. He was travel- 
ling in a cabriolet through a wild part of the Upper 
Provinces, attended by a party of mounted suwar's. 
One of these men, pointing to the summit of a rocky 
yavine, drew his attention to four tigers, one of which 
was reposing with its fore-feet hanging over the ledge, 
in the same way in which a cat is often seen upon 
a wall, All four were lying dowa, but, after a 
minute, one got up, shooke himself lazily, and walked 
slowly away; a second then rose, and as there was 
a very suspicious-looking pathway winding down to 
the road, my friend thought i» full time to proceed. 
Sending back one of the suwars to warn his servants, 
who were following in a more exposed manner, to 
také a different direction, he whipped up hig horse 
and was soon beyond the danger of an attack. Some- 
times, a new arrival in Calcutta will see a tolerably 
size alligator alive, and bound securely upon bamboos, 
the prize of some fishermen, carried through the 
streets ; but it is, only griffins who imagine the exhi- 
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bition to be one of common occurrence. Elephants 
are not allowed to come within the precincts of the 
city, excepting when in the train of a native prince 
proceeding in gtate to visit the Governor-general. It 
is supposed that they would occasion accidents by 
frightening the horses, the two animals having, it 
is said, a great aversion to each other. An elephant, 
unless very well accustomed to it, dislikes the pat- 
tering and clattering of a horse’s hoofs, and the horse 
is startled by the uncoutkness of the elephant’s appear- 
ance; both, however, when used to each other, will 
get on very well together, and there is generally a 
promiscuous jumble in all the native suwarrees. 
Camels are seldom found in Bengal, the wet clayey 
soil not agreeing with their peculiar conformation ; 
but the griffin may be amused by the singular appear- 
ance of the humped and dewlapped cattle. There is 4 
peculiarly small breed, called Gynees, which strike a 
stranger’s eye immediately ; they are not much larger 
than Newfouifdland dogs, and look very picturesque 
either singly or in groups. 

There are few things more surprising in the days of 
our griffinage than the manner in which Hbusehold 
goods ave conveyed from one place to another, espe- 
cially in short distances, where carts and beastg of 
burthen are unnecessafy. When the servantse have 
packyd every thing veady for starting, a rabble rout 
of coolies, ov porters, are admitted into the house. 
These people, who ply in the streets and bazaars for 
employment, are of both sexes, and all ages, down 
to the merest children ; their clothing is wretched 
and vagged in the extréme, particularly that of the 
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women, which, being more abundant, affords a greater 
display of misery. The graceful saree, composed of 
a long piece of dirty, tattered, dark gloth, covering 
the person, it is true, but so scantily, that we wonder 
how a human. being can be contained in it, is divested 
of all its elegance when enveloping a poor, lean, 
de&qjate-looking creature, who, if yeung, is withered 
before her time by toil and privation; the children 
are equally forlorn in their appearance, and the whole 
troop form an assembly which one shoukl not dream 
of seeing in any decent house. However, in they all 
come ; rush through the rooms, and seize upon alt the 
articles, with shouts and cries, and eager gesticula- 
tions, choosing th® heaviest burthens, under the idea 
that they will be the most likely to retain possession 
of them, and fighting with each other and every body 
else who may come in their way. I was once sur~ 
prisetl by an irruption of this nature. We had been 
staying so long at the house of a friends about two 
miles from the river, that almost all ouf* baggage and 
furniture had been brought up from the budgerow. 
When about to re-embark, they had been got ready 
for removal. Seated on a sofa, in my chamber, in the 
midst of packages, and playing With a favourite bird, 
a band, of thirty persons at least, rushed in, jabbering, 
scufligg and hallooing ; one sfatched away the bird~ 
cage, another pushed me aside to get at a bundle; in 
short, I was surrounded, ‘elbowed and jostled about, 
until, ghough not frightened by this strange treatment, 
I was a good deal annoyed by the juxta-position with 
dirt'and not, very agreeable odours, At length my 
khidmutghar, percewing my*situation, came to my 
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assistance, and, extricating me from the hands of the 
eoolies, conducted me into a quiet apartment. These 
people never take advantage of the confusion they 
create to rob those who employ them ; all the goods 
are faithfully ppnveyed to the place of their destina- 
tion ; the sole difficulty being to apportion the proper 
quantity to each, and to engage the services of those 
only who may be actually wanted; for, if lef& "to 
themselves, there would be no end to their numbers, ‘ 
Notwithstanding the vigilance of the servants, who 
take cave to*see that eagh has a suitable load, it is 
sometimes ludicrous to examine the parcels which 
many will contrive to get hold of, in order to entitle 
them to their hire ; and, if they have actually carried 
any thing, they are clamorous for*the payment of 
their wages, and will make the court-yards ring again 
with their vehement demands for justice. 

Another of my adventures was rather more alarm- 
ing, I had left a house in Coowilniee to refwn 
home at night, in company with another palanquin, 
and having thé attendance of a chuprassy, when by 
some mischance the bearers took a wrong turning, 
and bewildered themselves amongst new buildings 
at the outskirt of this fashionable suburb. They put 
the palanquin down once or twice, then confabulated 
with each other, and at length carried me beyond 
the houses. Not knowfng a single word of theslan- 
guage) and therefore unable to give any directions, 
I confess that I felt exceedingly nervous, being afraid 
that the bearers would leave me to spend the night.in. 
the company of the jackals, which were howling at 
no great distance. I was not afraid of being murdered, 
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as they could haye no object in taking my life ; but 1 
had heard that bearers were apt to run away in 
any dilemma, and I was apprehensive that they would 
pursue that course upon the presents occasion. At 
last, after nearly an hour had been pasged in consulta- 
tion and quarrelling, they carried me back to the 
house which I had quitted; and, still at a loss to 
make the servants acquainted withsthe circumstances 
of the case, I got out of the palanquin, and meeting 
the master of the mansion in the hall, who had been 
hastily summoned to attend the beebee sitib, explained 
the mystery of my re-appearance. He sent one of his 
own people home with me, and no serious conse- 
quences ensued from the terrors I had suffered, 

Since the establishment of steam-vessels, the half. 
way house at Fultah, before-mentioned, has been 
abandoned on account of the decline of its custom; 
formerly, it was the only hotel which respectable 
perfons could frequent; and as parties could seldom 
embark or disembark in a single tide, it was necessary 
to have some place where refreshméht and repose | 
could be procured: no other house of public enter- 
tainment, however, found toleration during its exis. 
tence. eAt length, the great inconvenience of having 
to set up an establishment which was both costly 
and comfortless, during a temporary residence in 
Oficgita, induced many respectable persons who had 
more wisdom than money, to patronize a bomgding- 
house, which was condicted upon very liberal prin- 
cigles. The mistress of the mansion, a well-descended, 
well-educated woman, was universally respected ; and, 
in‘ order tq render her establishment a fitting abode 
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for young ladies placed under her care, she did not 
yeceive any gentlemen excepting those who were 
accompanied by their wives. The house was large 
and commodions, and families could be accommodated 
with suites of apartments, independent of the common 
sitting-rooms, The success attending this undertaking 
induced many other persons to set up similar esta- 
‘Hlishments, differmg somewhat in plan ; the hire ef an 
apartment for a single person with board, including 
every thing but wine and beer, averaged a hundred 
rupees (£10) per month, and the experiment being 
found to answer, hotels were attempted in various 
parts of Caleutta, Whether they were all successful 
or not, must be doubtful; but an enterprising person 
of the name of Spence, who has Set up a splendid 
establishment of the kind in Wellesley Place, seems to 
receive all the patronage which he so justly merits, The 
premises consist of three housgs, which fortunately 
were all under one roof, each three stories in height, 
and admirably adapted for his purpose. Each family 
can be providéd with a suite of apartments, consisting 
of a bed-yoom, sitting-room, and bathing-room; three 
meals a day, and attendance, at the rate of £25 a 
month, Bachelors arg accommodated with a Sleeping- 
chamber, and a seat at an excellent public table, for 
£10 a month, The house is closed at ten at ni; 

and none except respeCtable persons are admitted as 
inmates. There is no billigrd-table, nor any other 
amusement allowed which might lead to noise or intem- 
perance; and the excellence of the regulatiors~has 
rendered it the resort of civil and military servants of 
the highest orders. , 
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The influx of strangers in Calcutta has been exceed- 
ingly useful in making inroads upon customs and 
manners which appeared to have been as immutable 
as the laws of the Medes and the Persians. Amongst 
many advantages resulting from the impertation of new 
notions, upon domestic as well as political economy, 
that of a salutary reform in the conduct of the table 
is orfe of the most conspicuous. Pe@ple, according to” 
the latest accounts, have hegun to grow a little more 
yational upon the subject, and no longer fancy: that 
abundance will atone for imelegance. When the num- 
ber of ladies resident in India shall be better propor- 
tioned to the multitude of the other sex, there can be 
little doubt that still further improvements will be 
manifested ; for though at all times ready to acknow- 
ledge the excellence of Indian cookery, and the merits 
of its artistes, yet it must be admitted that there is 
still g good deal to be done, which can only be effected 
by female superintendence. T'o descend to particulars, 
for which no apology can be needed, since the impor~ 
tance of gastronomical scieqce is univelsally allowed, 
the two grand drawbacks to the excellence of ‘Indian 
cookery, ate the absence of European potherbs, and 
of bacot, in its various concoctigns. Sweet herbs of 
every kind will grow in India, but not very freely, 
exagpting when considerable pains are taken in the 
cultivtion ; the substitutes employed by the natives 
are strong, and of a pecufiar flayour, which is too apt 
to preponderate. Though the name in all probability 
refets*to the kitchen, rather than to the garden-pot, 
herbs might be raised by the persevering without 
much assistatice from a gardener ; and thelr more fre~ 


GRIFFINS, 873 


quent introduction into stews of all kinds, would very 
materially add to the zest of the dish. The cooks 
being all Mahamedans, they never willingly exercise 
their talents upon bacon, that useful adjunct to the 
English cuisine ; and without.some knowledge of the 
art, on the part of their employers, none of the modern 
tmprovements, non any great variety in the courge§; 
can be attained, These kind of household cares and 
useful branches of domestic knowledge, do not, unfor~ 
tunately, enter into the modern system of education, 
though even in England, unless where families are 
yich enough to keep first-rate domestics, they are 
often required ; and in India an acquaintance with 
them would be exceedingly valuable? The manage- 
ment of a garden, the method of rearing vegetables 
and flowers, as practised in Europe, would tend greatly 
to the improvement of’ the exotics; and some idea, 
‘should the knowledge be only theoretical, of condifet- 
ing a poultry-yard or dairy, would be turned to 
advantage, Tlie butter made in India is sweet and 
well-tasted » but, notwithstanding the assistance of 
saltpetre, never acquires the proper degree of hardness 
and consistence, unless the cows should be fedeunder 
European superintendence; when this is the case, 
nothing can be finer than the product ; and gentlemen, 
as well as ladies, contenrplating a voyage to Inlif, 
would do well to turn their attention to these subjects, 

Although our eastern colohies are naturally the 
home of great numbers of young ladies, whose pargnts 
have little chance of ever returning to their native 
country, it is still the fashion to consider evgry female 
who goes out to India in the light of an adventures, 
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anxious to try her fortune in the matrimonial market. 
Unhappily, the greater number who visit either of the 
presidencies have no choice in the magter ; they have 
nat the means of living at home; rany ave solely 
dependent upon the Orphan Fund ; and though the 
mother may survive, and have a pension sufficient for 
hey maintenance, as it will cease at her death, she% 
obliged to take her daughter out to a place in which, 
according to government regulations, they must be 
provided for, The majorigy of young’ women who 
aré induced to accompany their married sisters to 
India, or who go out to some distant relation, feel 
themselves in a great measure compelled to do so fram 
the pressure’ of* circumstances; they have no idea, 
when they embark upon their voyage, that their 
comfort and happiness will in a great measure depend 
upon their marrying, and that to remain single is 
locked upon either as a crime or a reproach ; a crime, 
should it be voluntary, and a reproach, should there 
be any suspicion to the contrary. Soffe few fortunate 
women there are, who, having happy hontes in India, 
which they feel no desire to exchange, have the 
option*of remaining single; and others are equally 
fortunate in the means of returning home; but the 
greater number, irrevocably bound to the country, 
Haye little choice on the suBject; and that there ave 
not more unhappy marriages than can be recorded in 
the East, must be owing to the grateful feelings which 
king and affectionate treatment usually inspire in 
female hearts. When young women do not marry 
in India, a return from it without entering the holy 
pale, it is said thét the market is overstocked ; people 
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in England cannot imagine any other cause; and 
perhaps, until women of good birth and education 
are permitted to embark in mercantile pursuits, and 
carve out thelr own fortunes in life, those who are 
poor and dependent must always submit to the 
imputation of husband-hunting. It would be very 
~<dificult, in the present state of Anglo-Indian sogjéty, 
to find wives for half the marrying men ; and 
unless some very powerful prejudice should have 
heen raised, against a lady having proper intro. 
ductions, her remaining single must be solely a 
matter of choice. She may, perhaps, desire to 
marry for love, and not meet a person who can 
inspire her with the feeling ; or she may be ambitious, 
and find no object to gratify that ambition; at any 
yate, hey state of spinsterhood does not proceed from 
there being too many compefitors in the field. India 
will be a more agreeable country to live in wher? the 
number of women resident there, shall bear a greater 
proportion to eat of the masculine gender ; for those 
who think otherwise pay*a very poor compliment to 
the sex, and attach little value to the moral and intel- 
lectual benefits which female influence confers upon 
society. Whatever way be at present amiss in the 
prevailing tone, must be attributable to the sex which 
has held sovereign sway in India during reapf a 
long year. And it is curious, notwithstanding the 
homage snid to be paid to the ladies, to observe 
many slight evidences, which show that they have 
not yet attamed the position which they occupy in 
England, A griffin is rather surprised, to see the 
great deference paid by*the servants to the master 
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of the house; he is upon all occasions considered first 
by them, and has to make frequent apologies to his 
female guests for the attention he receives to their pre- 
judice. The natives have an idea that women ave infe» 
rior animals, and treat them accordingly’ 3 they are not 
allowed to eat until their lords and masters have been 
sewed, the xefuse of the entertainjent being consigs 
dered good enough for them; and the domestics of an 
Anglo-Indian household, entertaining this idea, will 
always help the gentlemen of the family. first, if per- 
mitted. Probably, through “idleness or inadvertence, 
they are suffered to have their own way in a great 
many instances ; but the ladies do well who insist upon 
their prerogatives; and the servants are much more 
respectful when compelled to regard the mistress of 
the house as chief in her own department. The sur- 
prise occasioned by the, first lessons given to the 
donrestics is often exceedingly ludicrous ; they see 
their master submit, as a matter of course, to the new 
order of things which the beebee saib hes established ; 
and they aye forthwith amazed at her impoytance. A 
woman, jn thege instances, may disregard Pope's 
injunctign, and “shew she rules ;” on. and 
elegance, however, ought to be united to the Metermi- 
nation to uphold her 1ights, or otherwise she will lose 
the pawer of convincing hergdependents that Euro- 
pean customs are to be preferred to thoso of the 
Asiatics, An English leely should not permit a native 
to ill-treat his wife in her presence, or within her 
heating ; alook of surprise and displeasiire will arrest 
the uplifted arm, and though gentlemen may feel 
some degret of sywpathy far the provoked husband, 
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the ladies should resolutely protect their own sex 
from blows, and insist upon the dismissal of those 
domestics from their service who are addicted to beating 
their wives. ‘The majority of English ladies ga out 
to India so v@y young, and ave so completely under 
control when they arrive there, that their timidity 
god inexperience induce them to comply with the 
Trsual routine ; antl few, especially in the days of theit 
griffinage, dream of rebellion. 
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